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Abstract

Corruption is a pervasive global challenge that undermines economic development, weakens
governance, and erodes public trust. Nigeria, despite its vast resources, continues to struggle
with this issue. This thesis evaluates the effectiveness of the United Nations Convention
Against Corruption (UNCAC) provisions in tackling corruption within Nigeria's legal
framework. The thesis examines the key pillars of the UNCAC, including preventive
measures, criminalization and law enforcement, international cooperation, and asset
recovery. It then analyzes the corresponding Nigerian anti-corruption laws and institutions,
such as the Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Act and the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC). Through comparative analysis approach and

doctrinal research design, the thesis assesses the alignment between the and
Nigerian anti-corruption legislation. It identifies areas where Nigerian la ectively
implements the UNCAC's provisions and highlights potential gaps or incons icies. The

thesis further explores the practical challenges hindering the successful implementation of
anti-corruption measures in Nigeria. These challenges may include is&isuch as political
interference, weak enforcement mechanisms, and a culture of im inally, the thesis
proposes recommendations for strengthening ngerlas anti- co% framework. These
recommendations may include legislative reforms, improvin

and fostering public awareness and participation in the fi nst corruption. This thesis
contributes to the ongoing discourse on tackling co n in Nigeria by offering a
comprehensive evaluation of the current legal landsca and suggesting practical measures

for improvement. By promoting a more robust zgdﬁ‘ ective anti-corruption framework,

titugional capacity building,

Nigeria can move towards greater transpa accountability, and sustainable
development.

Keywords: Anti-corruption laws, Asset %ery, Comparative legal analysis, Corruption
prevention, Institutional framework, tional cooperation, United nations convention

against corruption,
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Conventions

. United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC): This is the most

comprehensive international anti-corruption treaty, adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly in 2003 (entered into force December 2005). It covers various
aspects of corruption, including bribery, embezzlement, and money laundering.
African Union Convention on Preventing and Combating C&lption
(AUCPCQ): This is a regional anti-corruption treaty adopted by the Afeican Union in
2003. It sets out standards for member states to prevent and combat Qyption.
Inter-American Convention Against Corruption (IACAC@i is a regional anti-
corruption treaty adopted by the Organization of AmesicamStates in 1996. It covers
various aspects of corruption, including bri@ embezzlement, and money
laundering. be

Council of Europe Criminal Law tion on Corruption: This is a regional
anti-corruption treaty adopte.d th¢ Council of Europe in 1999. It focuses on
criminalizing corrupt acts@\establishing international cooperation in the fight

against corruption. '\AQ
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