Chapter One

Introduction

1.1 Background to the Study

Our large and complex world experiences close interactions amongst states, non-state actors,

multinational corporations and other groups that make up the study of international relations. The

complexities of these interactions make international relations a fascinating hallenging

academic discipline. As an academic field, international relations have ‘L@a’n’ boundaries in
N\

terms of its scope of coverage. Hence, the study of international rela@ rs politics, economics,
\

sociology, geography, security studies and peace and conflict stu@és)\

However, it is imperative to explicate that, there are @ﬂwn actors that form the ‘center of

analysis’ in international relations. They are the stae rs and the non-state actors. State actors,
whether big or small, developed or underdey, d are countries that make up the entire globe. They
are the countries/states that dominate 6%0 inent in the international system. Even though there
is no unique definition of a state Jé/& of who and what makes or form a state; a generally used
definition of the term is th tevideo Convention of 1933 which defined a state as “a person of
international law with @ed geographical area, population, a controlling authority and has the
influence to fac'lplomatic interactions with other states'. A state enjoys autonomy and does
not report Q%erior authority; it has jurisdiction over its territory and its sovereignty is respected
by other%tes in the international system through diplomatic relations and membership of

international institutions?.

In the same vein, non-state actors refer to persons or organizations with significant political
influence but with no alliance to any definite state. Non-state actors are corporations, media
organizations, lobby groups, religious groups and aid agencies who have their headquarters in one

state, but their branches are in other states®. Although, their interests, structure and influence of these
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actors vary widely. The most important actors of international relations are states. This is because
states have no higher authority and they (state) have a government through which the country is
operated. In the final analysis, states are controlled by human beings who are obviously considered
as the political leader or ruler depending on the nature of the system of government in operation by

the states®.

Meanwhile, governments all over the world have the fundamental responsibilitie\ansuring the
security and general well-being of their citizens. It is on this knowledge that %s te puts adequate
measures in place to ensure its citizens fulfill their obligations without% molestation. Hence,
the security and safety of the citizens is critical to the survival of| n Qovernment. The capability
or capacity of any sovereign state to resist external occup dominance is the conventional
definition of national security. Although the concept@pne beyond that, national security now
seems to be a concept that every nation has to &r guide in a diplomatic and careful manner.
Hence, national security entails the need to @we and guarantee the survival of a state through the
judicious use of diplomacy, power n economic and political power. In order to entrench a

tight national security, states& nsure and consolidate the energy, social, environmental and

economic security of thel@

It is imperative t(@\”{hat, security threats may or may not emanate from conventional adversaries
such as sta & violent non-state actors and individuals can also constitute threat to states and
instill uT~the citizens. Other security threats which encompasses natural disasters and events
resulting in severe damage to the environment, fall into this classification. In Nigeria however, the
country’s nascent democracy is being threatened by various crimes and an unprecedented reign of
terror. For instance, in the South, civil unrest, kidnapping, banditry and farmers/herders clashes
threaten the peace, stability and safety of the region. In the East, gangs who intend to kidnap

expatriates and rich men for ransom wait patiently on the roads, bars, cities and other strategic places.



In the North, religious and community conflict, the Boko Haram terrorist onslaught and banditry are
intensifying both in intensity and brutality; hence the dangerous group has posed audacious security
challenges to the government®. To this extent, there is no doubt that the major challenge to Nigeria’s
national security is the urgent need to subdue and contain the numerous manifestations of violent

crimes being perpetrated by various known vicious and other hidden terrorist groups.

In the past decade, the responsibilities of government globally have been threatene\ il-motivated
radicalized groups who carry out act of terrorism or terror to instill fear %c se chaos in the
society. This act has generated a lot of debate from practitioners, schola@diplomat& It is a fact
today, that the act of terrorism is a major challenge for countr@}emaﬁonal system because

states which do not have terrorists in or within their territo@/ een victims of terrorist attacks.

Terrorism as a global phenomenon is threatening t@ly architecture of every state and Nigeria
is not immuned from such. The concept of te %\is a very difficult one to associate with a single

universal definition, essentially becaus%&amept refers to a whole lot of interlocking variables,

events and trends, such that wher@b

emotions from the victims q\w\gy as persons witnessing the inhuman acts. The difficulty in

term is mentioned, it provokes so much passion and

defining terrorism ster@ e need to establish the basis for the determination of the legitimacy

of violence, in te &the purpose, victim and the perpetrator. This opinion was corroborated when

a scholar pEflt :

rism is a highly contextual phenomenon and indeed all politics is local; we
sometimes hear a lot of the discussions about terrorism as if it is monolithic, easily
understood term, but it is really the opposite. Terrorism is a complex issue that has
been studied and debated for several decades. In fact, there are dozens of competing
definitions of the term, not only among scholars, but among policymakers and
government agencies as well. But one thing holds, constant-terrorist attacks do not
occur in a vacuum, but we are instead a product of complex interactions between
individuals, organizations and environment®.



There are diverse opinions and perceptions about terrorism. This has elicited different definitions of
the concept. The definition of terrorism is eclectic in nature; but an attempt will be made to examine
the etymology of the concept. This will be done in the next chapter of the research work. However, a
simple definition of the concept of terrorism is the indiscriminate and unlawful use of violence to
create fear and anarchy in a society towards achieving religious, ideological or political endstate®. In
addition, terrorism can be defined as “any act which is a violation of the criminaklaws of a state
party and which may endanger the life, physical integrity or freedom of, or o(l%c\lous injury or
death to: any person or any number of persons or causes or may cause o public or private

property, natural resources, environmental or cultural heritage and j “AQLQated or intended to:

a. Intimidate, create fear, coerce or induce any gov@,\aody or institutions, the general
public or any segment thereof, to do or abst@ oing any act, or to adopt or abandon a
particular standpoint or to act accordinﬁn i principles: or

b. Disrupt any public service, the deli@o any essential service to the public or to create a

public emergency or @
c. Create general insurre@; "6

State°.

L)
From the foregoing, it g deduced that terrorism so far is a ‘deliberate’ show off of individuals,
groups and stat &(eate fear with a political, social and economic undertone. To this extent,

terrorism ii a%ent attack” or attacks carried out to register a demand and feelings of aggrieved

person Q

racial reasons. Terrorist acts are not limited to a particular continent region or sub-region. Terrorist

iduals. It is a mean to an end which may be political, social, economic, religious or

acts are international acts which have inflicted losses and irreparable damages across nations. The
intensity of terrorism varies from nation to nation, hence the different response initiatives used to
tackle the deadly act. The unprecedented level of insecurity occasioned by terrorism has continued

to pose the National Question in Nigeria. The national question derives from the plural and multi-



ethnic nature of Nigeria. It is linked with the structural defects and imbalances which characterised
the amalgamation of the Northern and Southern Protectorates of Nigeria in 1914. Since Nigeria's
independence in 1960, there have been challenges of insecurity, intolerance and strive manifesting
in the form ethnic and religious crises. Additionally, Nigeria has been experiencing the manipulation
of the political structure by privileged elites at the expense of the majority of other citizens. The
national question stems from the political, economic and social inequalities ingthe country. It
outlines the difficulties that must be addressed for national survival as well as ®l issues which
have remained unresolved and now threaten the security of ngerl ! s such as citizens'

security, unbalanced political structure, survival of the federatlng rgvenue allocation, resource

control, ethnic and religious identities amongst others, readlzégl 0 mind.

1.2 Statement of the Problem %

Terrorism is widely seen as a global pheno %h attendant devastating effects. However,
Africa seems to bear the greatest brunt o@consequences of the menace of terrorism. This is
largely due to limited military capabilits d resources as well as economic challenges which are
characteristics of most countrf&hhc African continent. The fall out of such economic deprivation,
lack of education and @ploy‘ment, and to some extent, social inequality has led to the
establishment of Vﬁ\g\é«tremlst groups that lure many African youths into terrorism. In West
Africa for 1ns@e activities of Boko Haram terrorist group and other splinter extremist groups

have b ry worrisome in recent time.

In a United Nations Security Council Report of 10 August 2018, the need for increased funding in
aid of sub-regional initiatives to combat terrorism and other transnational organized crimes was
highlighted. It observed that, illicit movement and illegal use of small arms and light weapons
continue to cause loss of lives and create instability in the West African sub-region’. Similar studies

by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) also confirmed its concern®. This ‘trend of concern” has



adverse effects on national security, peace and development of Nigeria. Many studies attributed the
spread of terrorism in West Africa to the propagation of various Islamic ideologies and the

establishment of Islamic Caliphates®.

Meanwhile, Nigeria has been grappling with the devastating activities of Islamic fundamentalists
since the onslaught of the Boko Haram Sect in 2009. The major consequences have been
pronounced through the wanton destruction of lives and property, mass displace@@ of civilian
population as well as other atrocities. Despite the laudable initiatives, the ﬁ(:/ f terrorism has
continued to assume varying dimensions including kidnapping, bandit@\ther destructive vices

in recent time, by marauding Boko Haram terrorists. The need fé%acéﬁﬂ, stable and prosperous

country cannot be over-emphasized, hence the focus of t@k

and the national question in Nigeria. §

1.3 Aim and Objectives of the Study \‘\

is to critically study terrorism

The aim of the study is to critically %pe the impact of terrorism on the national question in
:0:

Nigeria. The objectives of the stuﬁé/&

L)
1. establish the in @s and characteristics of the National Question in Nigeria.
ii. highligh@enorists’ operations in Nigeria undermine national security.
1il. a@%mpact of terrorism on national security in Nigeria.

iv. ex?mine the challenges and prospects of combating terrorism for enhanced national security

in Nigeria.

v. proffer strategies for improved national security in Nigeria.

1.4 Research Questions



The research seeks to answer the following questions:

1. What is the relationship between security and the national question?

2. How does the modus operandi of terrorists undermine national security?

3. What is the impact of terrorism on national security in Nigeria?

4. Are there challenges and prospects in combating terrorism for enhanced national security in

Nigeria? \V\

5. What strategies could be adopted to combat terrorism for impro ational security in

Nigeria? %\
%&\ \
1.5 Scope of the Study ®

The research centers on the study of terrorism, the (fagi question and security in Nigeria. The
fall-out of global terrorism is felt in Nigeria in ing<degrees, with attendant consequences on the
national security of the country. However, t@(ensity of the global menace of terrorism is more in
Nigeria, Mali, Cameroon and Nigep a others, according to global ranking. The constraints of
covering the entire countries 1&% frica is enormous, hence, the research would be limited to
Nigeria. QQ ‘
C

The inferences d «i(om the study could easily serve as a template for counter-terrorism measures
for other c nt%within the West African sub-region. The choice of Nigeria was informed by the
nature rism which is basically that of ideology, ethnic and socio-cultural identities. The
experience is similar to other West African states in terms of the impact of terrorism on national
security. The study focused on the period between 2009-2022 during which Boko Haram terrorists

activities were most pronounced in Nigeria particularly in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa States.



1.6 Significance of the Study

The outcome of this study will be useful for international, regional and sub-regional bodies that are
involved in formulating policies to combat terrorism for improved security globally. In particular,
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) will find the study useful in
instituting sub-regional initiatives against terrorism for improved national security in West Africa.
However, the study will be of immense benefit to the Nigerian Government and oh\wgovemments

of the nations of West Africa to effectively address the menace of terrori their countries for

improved national security. @
QN

The study is significant as it provides relevant information to of the Nigerian Armed forces
and other security agencies in the West African sub-re@ir quest to combat terrorism for

enhanced national security. The study will also cor@o the body of knowledge and aid further

research work on terrorism and national securi&f\\
N\

1.7 Limitations of the Study QQJ

The limitations of the study involv é&f\ﬁculty in accessing relevant literature as well as official
documents and publications @Subject. Poor record-keeping and bureaucracy in some offices
restricted access to data. Q) nally, the challenges of scheduling interviews with resource persons
and victims of terr %b cause of their busy schedules cannot be underestimated. The researcher also
made efforts t@%e documentary data with realities on ground in the course of the field study. One
signiﬁcant@ation in this study was the inherently subjective nature of qualitative studies. Different
studies have shown that researchers’ subjectivity and biases in the process of data collection, analysis,
and interpretation are among the limitations of qualitative research. Another limitation of a qualitative

study is the challenge with generalization. Accordingly, the validity and integrity of the research were not

affected by the limitations, considering my background as a military officer and a stakeholder.



1.8 Operational Definition of Terms

National Security: Before now, it is common in literature to equate national security with state
survival and/or the military strength available to those who occupy public office and to see security as
being all about military capacity of a state to defend itself and ward-off any armed conflict. For the
purpose of this research, National security will be used to refer to the overall safety of a state or nation
and its general citizenry. However, it could also be viewed as the elimination of dangersQr threats to the
ability of a state to protect, secure and develop itself, promote its cherished €a \nd legitimate
national interests, and enhance the overall well-being of its citizens. It is the abii{y=éf a state to resist all

forms of external and internal threats inimical to its survival, thereby 55\%15{ the security, stability and

preservation of the system. (&)

N
National Question: National question is a termin& %ch refers to a variety of issues related to
national development and survival. It encompaéizens security and how to structure the federating
units in order to accommodate the intere 1 groups and guarantee access to political power as well
as equitable distribution of the resohé/gf\the state. Within the framework of this study, national

compasses important issues which bother on the survival of the ethnic

question is herein referred to %e'security challenges and difficulties that must be addressed if the
country/Nigeria is to su i@\

nationalities such a ns security, unbalanced federal structure, resource control, revenue allocation,
rotational prec )
gone unsol&

nd now endanger the country.

lack of equity and justice, ethnic and religious tension amongst others, that have

Terrorism: Terrorism is no longer new to Nigerians due to the uncivil acts of Boko Haram terrorist
groups in northeastern Nigeria. For the purpose of this research, terrorism would be seen as any
unlawful violent act that instills fear within a country. In other words, terrorism is the indiscriminate

and unlawful use of violence to kill, maim, create fear and anarchy in a society, towards achieving

9



religious, ideological or political end-state. Terrorism is always a violent act. Thus, the fear, dread and

panic that are associated with terrorism are usually caused by violent acts which terrorists carry out.

Terrorist: A terrorist is a person who engages in unlawful violent acts and intimidation, especially
against civilian population, in the pursuit of economic, religious, ideological or political objectives. In
other words, it is a violent attack carried out to intimidate civilians, destroy governmentyproperty and so

on. In Northeast Nigeria, terrorists are very likely to try to carry out att ich could be

indiscriminate against a targeted group or community and many more. %\
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Chapter Two

Literature Review

2.1 Conceptual Review

2.1.1 Terrorism

Hijacked planes, car bombs and explosions, kidnapping for ransom, beheading; it is almost impossible
to turn on the television and other media connections without hearing the wor ISt or terrorism
and the manifestations of its characteristics. Since the 9/11 attacks, govern \@)ﬂdwide have been

challenged with the need to formulate and implement policies t gue ntee protection against

terrorist acts as well as the need to allay the fears of citizens ir@@ he media.

rism’ helps to clear the confusion in some

<

A careful consideration of the etymology of the word\t
of the definitions of the term. Terrorism is de 'v@n the Latin verb ‘ferrere’ which means to cause
to shiver or to cause to tremble. In othﬂgg, terrorism is used to mean to frighten or make life
uncomfortable for other people wi@ned geographic territory by an armed group'. However,
the definition of the concept IQ&\@ beyond literal meaning in world politics over the years.

S
Despite its preva en ontemporary politics, terrorism can be difficult to define. The divergence in
the understa@g%
point of &

of how well or bad it is perceived?. Thus, while some analysts have described terrorism

the meaning of terrorism arises mainly from the tendency to define it from the

as a justifiable action or actions, others identified it as an iniquitous and abominable act that cannot be
justified under any guise or circumstances®. A scholar once posits that:

The difficulty in assigning a truly comprehensive definition to terrorism lies in
the fact that, not only is it challenging to be specific when motives, targets and
methods differ so broadly from case-to-case, but the complexity of untangling
the overlaps within each of the categories makes the task virtually impossible®.
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As there are different perceptions about terrorism, so also are various definitions of the concept. It is
pertinent to understand that, terrorism is a cankerworm that destroys innocent lives, undermines the
values of humanity, obstructs freedom and human rights as well as impedes development and progress
in the world. It is for this reason that terrorism is considered a scourge that threatens all human beings
as it obstructs our cherished way of life. It poses a grievous challenge to the economic and political
institutions that have been established. It undermines the principle of interaction nation states;
it negates one process and worst of it all, it does not adhere to internationall Qs«lﬂued standards for
conflict resolution®. §

The concepts of terrorism and counter-terrorism are t &%@rconnected challenges that
overwhelmingly define the outlook of the Twenty-First Cent urity studies. While looking at the
concept of terrorism, counter-terrorism, and their in@n, Richard believed that, these concepts
have resulted in painful experiences for many as well as communities in various societies. He
further highlights the problematic nature I%aging with the definition of terrorism and determining
whether current definitions are ﬁttin&@\contemporary international terrorist practices. In addition
to that, he underscores the iﬁ&%ﬁ@ of re-assessing issues of proportionality and success in
countering post-9/11 terr, ats.

In their book “Tery &and Counterterrorism: A Comprehensive Introduction to Actors and Actions,
two different stand out as one of the exemplary literatures for understanding the concept of
terrorism. @authors defined terrorism from the perspective of democracy. To them, ferrorism is
conceived as a violent political act by a group or by lone actors in furtherance of extremist objectives.
This political violence is criminal in nature because it negates democratic laws and it is directed

against a government (via innocent victims) as opposed to aggression that emanates from a foreign

state’s military®.
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They further explained that, the resort to terrorism could be attributed to Sun Tzu’s doctrine of
asymmetric warfare in which the weaker party exploits the vulnerabilities of its more powerful
adversary government thus contending that, if you “kill one, you frighten ten thousand” through the
anxiety that stems from the publicity that accompanies such incidents when widely disseminated.
While explaining the root cause of terrorism, the authors observed that, political violence in most
instances, is a response to the features of the broader dimension in which terrorlsts§iate as they
have wrongly established that only violence can redress their grievances. <</

While considering the concept of terrorism, a scholar equates the concep o&ism to the study of
human behavior. To him, a complete understanding of terrorist@u(iors requires insight into
extremist’s beliefs. Such an understanding hinges on know, %(_a’ how symbolism is used as a
recruitment tool to rationalize and justify violence. Indu ased upon ideology is crucial to both
the enlistment of single participants and to the deve Ob% of terrorist groups’.

Q

Another definition of the concept o %rlsm was made my Anthony Richard in his book,

Conceptualization of Terrorlsm T e term terrorism is used for a political purpose that makes
it ubiquitous for a very lon, e later contends that, Terrorism is the intentional use of threat of
violence or forces primary purpose of causing a ‘psychological impact’ beyond the
immediate victi olitical motive®. This definition borrows from a long tradition definition and
is of course % that of the United States’ Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

What is noteworthy with this author is that, he separates terrorism from the morally evaluative
framework in which it is enshrined, presenting it as a specific kind of political violence rather than a
moral attribution for a certain actor or agent, or as a feature of a specific ideology or cause. This

clarifies the idea analytically and compels readers to honestly decide which types of terrorism one

disagrees with rather than proclaiming a serious critique of all terrorism®,
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In the book titled “Bullet Kills the Terrorist and Insurgent:The Imperative of Deploying
Comprehensive Dosage of Non-Kinetic Measures in Nigeria’s Counter-Terrorism, Counter-
Insurgency Efforts in the North-East, an author examined the distinction between a terrorist and
freedom fighter. It was stated that:

While one is not condoning mass murder, barbarism, or indiscriminate violence, one

must note the long-standing logic that violence can be used by the people or any

organization fighting for the people, to terminate injustice (especiall% [

inequality), and struggle for the promotion of the common good’. <</
He therefore concluded that, the difference between a terrorist orgamiZaft and a liberation
organization is whether the organization using forceful actions an: or\for political, economic or

other purpose is isolated from the masses (terrorism) or opezégca the best interest of the masses

(freedom fighter)'?. ®
0

Terrorism is not an act of the Twenty- First Century.\It\ 1d as Homo sapiens. Terrorism or the act
of terrorism has happened from centuries to c@q and different methods, scope, and patterns have

been used to carry out the deadly act. %and non-state actors have been involved in the use of

terrorism to either suppress oppositioﬁ& express a demand. The earliest form of terrorism involved

the use of knife to kill and insfi@l\iﬁ people’.

Historically, the first W&a@t of what is called ‘terrorism’ happened over two thousand years ago.
This act was pe y a radical offshoot of the Zealots, a Jewish sect active in Judea (modern day
Palestine) e First Century AD. The Zealots opposed the Roman Empire's rule of what is Israel
today, through a determined and calculated campaign which involved assassination. The Zealots
fighters used ‘Sica’, which is a primitive dagger to attack their enemies in broad day light especially on

feast periods or in crowded market places-where there would be people to witness such violence’.

Between 1090 and 1272, however, the Assassin- an Islamic Movement used similar tactics in their

struggle against the Christians crusaders who had invaded what is part of Syria today; although, there
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may be some element of the struggle for self-determination between modern day Israel and Palestine.
During this time, The Assassins embraced the same notion of self-sacrifice and suicidal martyrdom
evident in some Islamic terrorist groups nowadays. It is on this basis that religious fanatics and
extremists started announcing itself'®. Thus, religion provided the needed justification for the act of

terrorism until the French Revolution between 1789 and 1799.

The situation changed as nationalism, anarchism and other secular political movemen&%wged during
the latter stages of the French Revolution. It must be stressed that, terrorism dl'%t is time was anti-

monarchical in nature; and it was embraced by rebels and constitutionalist. @

The most significant terrorist act was the vicious attack on the W % e Center in the United States
S

of America on 11 September 2001. The terrorist attack, wh1 nprecedented in any nation of the

world, was carried out by the Al-Qaeda terrorist group a 0 the death of more than 3000 people of
over 88 nationalities and about 60 billion USD i 1 mic losses, with grievous consequences on the
national security of the United States of he attacks, otherwise referred to as 9/11 attacks,

were carried out by 19 terrorists us1ngQ{/ cked aircraft to destroy their choice targets®. In addition,

over 400 police officers and firefs ed during the incidents?’.

Consequently, the United @of America instituted a global campaign against terrorism, tagged the
Global War on Te (@ WOT). In 2001 and 2002, the United States of America was ranked first in
the Global T % Index (GTI), which is the country most prone to terrorism at the time*.
Accordingly%e United States of America has continued to conduct its GWOT with significant gains
through the destruction of terrorist groups and their leaders such as Al-Qaeda, Islamic States of Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL). The United States special operations led to the death of Osama Bin Laden, the then

leader of Al-Qaeda terrorist group on 2 May 2011°. A similar United States special operation also

facilitated the death of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi; leader of ISIL on 26 October 2019%. These feats were
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products of deliberate efforts to reduce the impact of terrorism on national security in the United States

of America.

In Africa, terrorism has become a key threat to security in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks in the
United States of America on 11 September 2001. Terrorism being an evolving global issue, is among
the most complicated and demanding security challenges to the international community and Africa’.
Generally, Africa has continued to witness an increased trend of terrorist act% leading to
unwarranted violations of peoples’ fundamental human rights and forced di ements as well as
untold losses and hardship. These terrorist activities are mostly prevalent @North, East and West
Africa®. For instance, the Al-Shabaab terrorist group is one of t@&rﬁnt groups in Africa and
responsible for increased instability in the continent. The gr tivities which date back to the

regime of Siad Barre in the mid-1970s have further p@ e already fragmented Somali society.
d

The United States Department of States has cla& Al-Shabaab terrorist group as a notorious
group that poses a serious threat to Africa ben@w its firm grip on southern and central regions of
Somalia’. The group’s military inﬂuez{@ead throughout Somalia through fear and intimidation
tactics. \\/

Armed conflicts between @'ﬁab terrorist group and the Somali Army have accounted for the huge

displacements of the &L'@n population, resulting in massive refugee and Internally Displaced Persons

(IDP) crises. A

c%g , the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) Global Trends
s‘- ed that over 68 million people were forcibly displaced as at the end of 2017, owing
to the nefarious activities of the Al-Shabaab terrorist group in Somalia. The UNHCR Report of 2018
classified Somalia as the fifth refugee and IDP producing country globally®. This is a worrisome

development with grave consequences for the security of other regions of Africa.

Indeed, the lethality of terrorism has propelled the international community to increase its military

presence in Africa as well as involvement in counter-terrorism inclined policy-making processes. A
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good example is the United States of America’s policy which led to the establishment of the Combined
Joint Task Force in the Horn of Africa (CJTF-HOA) in 2008'°. The effort is meant to eliminate the
lethality of terrorist groups on the African continent for improved security. The activities of the Al-
Shabaab terrorist group, notwithstanding international counter-terrorism efforts, have continued to
create terror impact within the East African sub-region, thus impinging negatively on the national

security of countries in the sub-region. \

For instance, Kenya has continued to experience increased terror attacks mast%ﬂ&by Al-Shabaab
within the past decades. The most prominent terrorist attacks in Keny@ e the United States
Embassy bombings of 1998, the Westgate Mall attack in 2013, Mﬁé%aﬁd Garrisa attacks of 2014

and 2015 respectively as well as the 17 January 2019 attack 0& Hotel. Top media house in the

US reported that, over 21 people were killed in the 20 ! %}sk

activities has increasingly endangered the nationa%&ri f the countries within the East African sub-
region. < \

A substantial part of West Africa haveﬁ%hwolved in conflicts from the late 1980s till the early years

. The trend of Al-Shabaab terrorists’

of the Twenty-First Century'2. 'Fh\m‘\af{r conflict areas include Liberia, Sierra-Leone, Guinea Bissau
and Cote d’Ivoire. The se @daﬁons in the affected countries posed significant challenges to sub-
regional peace and s N The threats to sub-regional stability within the period were mostly military
and political a Ve$m, ethnic divisions and illegal exploitation of natural resources'?. The observed
threats wer ified by intense socio-economic challenges, weak state institutions as well as illegal

arms trafficking and the use of mercenaries.

However, the intervention of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has helped to restore peace
to the affected nations which are now undergoing a period of peace-building and peace consolidation.
Notwithstanding the positive impact of the UNSC, threat to sub-regional peace and security still persists

in varying degrees in most of the 16 countries that make up the West African sub-region. Additionally,
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terrorism has been identified as one of the emerging major threats to national security in the sub-region.
Accordingly, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and Boko Haram terrorist groups are

considered the major terrorist groups whose deadly activities spread across the West African sub-region.

The AQIM, whose origin is in Algeria, is active in Mali, Mauritania and Niger and has links within
Hezbollah, a Lebanese political party, and the Talibans in Afghanistan'4. The widespread population of
Lebanese decent in many West African countries’ accounts for the links to Hezbollah.{@goup rose to
prominence in the 2012 Tuareg rebellion in Mali, which was defeated with the gssigtahce of the French
forces. The government of Mali has been unable to exercise control beyond@ko and its surrounding

regions since the rebellion. In addition, several terrorist groups havcﬁ& od attacks on neighbouring

states from Mali'>. For instance, Islamic groups such as Anw@m have expanded their operations
in Burkina Faso since 2015 and effectively controlled %@'ﬂ and eastern regions. The government
ns

in Ouagadougou has no control over the occupied ‘r&

Nigeria is not immuned from terrorist acti%&d\owing the new wave that erupted since the 1970s.
Hence, different groups in Nigeria hav@byed and are still employing violence to cause great shock,
fear or panic with a view to r sing”some grievances. In most instances in Nigeria, these acts of
violence had been carried : oups dissatisfied with some policies of government to draw attention

to their discontent. aram has wielded power and influence in north eastern Nigeria and in the

neighbouring ifit$m 2009. The group took control of much of Borno State in Nigeria and began

operating i%

Boko Haram terrorist group is now made up of two splinter groups namely Islamic State in West Africa

rder areas of Niger, Chad, and Cameroon between 2013 and 2015.

Province (ISWAP) and Jama’tuAhlis Sunna Lidda’awatiwal -Jihad (JAS), both of which have continued
to terrorize the sub-region'’. The acts of terror have negative consequences to the national security of
countries within the West African sub-region and Nigeria in particular. The 2018 Global Terrorism

Index state that, the impact of terrorism was classified as ‘Very High’ in Nigeria and ‘High’ in
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Cameroon, Mali and Niger. Nigeria was ranked number 3 globally among the most impacted countries
by terrorism while Cameroon, Mali and Niger were ranked number 16, 22 and 23 respectively's.
However, the Global Terrorism Index 2022 currently ranks Nigeria as the sixth terrorist impacted

country globally based on increased spate of terrorism in Syria, Afghanistan and other countries.

The continuous operation of Boko Haram and its splinter group, and the inability of the Nigerian
government to curb the operation of these groups shot the country into the curren\wagurity crisis
which led to the concept of national question. Although, national question i g{i&ely difficult to
conceptualize, but its meaning is seen within issues and events happening 1 \iety and country. The
basis for the national question is hinged on the Nigerian society’s @m 41, economic, and political
disparities. However, these discrepancies would not be very @‘mg unless seen in the context of
Nigerian society's class dynamics. The comprehensiv cratization of the Nigerian state is a
requirement and sine qua non for dealing with the&%tl effects of the unresolved national question

and its offshoots such as Boko Haram terrorist bﬁl s and other social vices.

It is important to state that over 3.3@bpeople have been displaced, including over 2.5million
internally displaced persons (I}{ortheastern Nigeria due to the onslaught of terrorism in the
country'®. Also, the count @ itnessed about 20, 375 deaths by terrorist groups from 2001-2017%,
Nigeria is also famo the kidnapping of over 200 Chibok girls by Boko Haram terrorists in April
2014?!. These te%t incidents have severe consequences on Nigeria’s national security. The
escalating situation has threatened the stability of the West Africa with implications for

Nigeria’s national security.

In Argentina, terrorism is viewed as “a criminal and unjustifiable acts, whatever the aims of their actors

might be, who’s deliberate and indiscriminate attacks against civil populations, which international law
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considers a crime when committed in times of war, can also be considered extremely serious in times of
peace'l.
Terrorism is defined by the act, and not the description of the perpetrator. Terrorism has no religious,
nationality or ethnic background. It is on this basis that terrorism is viewed as the negation of
everything religion stands for. The indiscriminate murder of innocent civilians to advance political or
religious objective is terrorism, no matter how its apologists seek to label it!2,
The Permanent Representative of Nigeria to the United Nations defines terrorisn{a; Y(;)al menace
a scourge which needs to be frontally confronted. A violation of our ntal human rights,
especially the right to life and that of peaceful coexistence!s. Terr ogq&\n\stitutes a serious violation
of human rights and, in particular the rights to physical in @(:)lfe, freedom and security, and
impedes socio-economic development through destabi \ of states. In addition to the above
»

definition, terrorism can be defined as: Any act w ic iolation of the criminal laws of a state,

which may endanger the life, physical 1ntegr1(\§i¢edom of, or causes serious injury or death to; any

person, any number or group of person %.\ses or may cause damage to public or private property,
ﬂ&

natural resources, env1r0nmenta1 or heritage and is calculated or intended to:

1. Intimidate, put in fe e or induce any government, body, institutions, the general public
or any segmen tl&) to do or abstain from doing any act, or to adopt or abandon a particular
standpoin act according to certain principles;

2. Or d y public service, the delivery of any essential service to the public or to create a

pub emergency or

3. Create general insurrection in a state'.

A UN Panel Report of 2014 termed terrorism as an act intended to cause death or serious bodily harm
to civilians or non-combatants'>. In the context of the UN report, terrorism is aimed at coercing or

intimidating a population or compelling a government or international organization to deter or compel
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an act. This view focuses mostly on the act rather than the perpetrator or the motivation for the act.
The UN view is thus considered restrictive and could encourage perpetration of terror act in other
forms like freedom fighters, rebels and insurgents including other terrorist-related activities.
Accordingly, the UN concept of terrorism is thus generic and does not adequately relate terrorism to

national security, hence it is not suitable for this study.

Similarly, terrorism is defined as ‘any attack, or threat of attack, against unarm@s, intended to
influence, change or divert major political decisions. In addition to that, views terrorism as
‘the use, or threat of use of violence by an individual or a group, w 'ﬂ%@\ting for or in opposition to
establish authority, when such action is designed to create {é}@anxiety and, or fear including

effects in a target group larger than immediate victims @e purpose of coercing that group into

acceding to the political demands of the perpetratc&
In this context, terrorism is defined @premeditated use or threat of use of violence by an
individual or group to cause fear, dbs{/ on or death, especially against unarmed targets, property or

infrastructure within a stat Qe éd to compel those in authority to respond to the demands and
@roup behind such violent acts. Their expectations may be for a change

expectations of indiv&

of status quo in % of the political, economic, ideological, religious or social order within the
affected stat % change in the actions or policies of the affected state in relation to its interaction
with othe®ups or states!”.

Terrorism is the systematic use of murder and destruction, and the threat of murder and destruction to
terrorize individuals, groups, communities or government into conceding to terrorists’ political aims'8,
In effect, this definition just like the UN assertion, is equally restrictive and therefore not adopted for

this study!®.
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The Terrorism Prevention Act (TPA) Section 1 (2) (a) and (b) of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
(FGN) considers terrorism as

...... act which is deliberately done with malice.... which may seriously harm or damage
a country or an international organization; is intended to unduly compel a government or
international organization to perform or abstain from performing any act; seriously
intimidate a population; seriously destabilize or destroy the fundamental political,
constitutional, economic social structures of a country or an international orga gzation; or

otherwise influence government or international organization by % ion or

coercion....”!?,

This definition of terrorism in the TPA is comprehensive and rela }\to the national security of
Nigeria which is the focus of this study hence; it is ad e study. In Nigeria, the term
terrorism is not even new. Thus, terrorism is best desc@a s'both a tactics and a strategy; a crime
and holy duty; a justified reaction to the oppressiQn and’an inexcusable abomination. Terrorism has

often been a tactic on working in a conflict. <It\&k s the form of an asymmetric method of military

conflict!. It confers coercive power \2{@' advantages of military force to address a frustration.

L)
Another meaningful deﬁni@ terrorism is the one crafted by the United Nations in 1992. It defined
terrorism as “an anx'u%—gsp'ring method of repeated violent action, employed by (semi) clandestine
individuals, gm@ state actors for idiosyncratic, criminal or political reasons - in contrast to

assassinap e direct targets of terrorism are not the main targets®’.
Another important point about terrorism was mentioned by a scholar when he wrote that, the act of

terrorism can be employed by aggrieved person or persons irrespective of ideological persuasions to

further a cause which may be just or unjust?'.
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From the various definitions examined, we can conclude that the definition of terrorism is
controversial. There is no universally agreed definition of this heinous crime. It has been used by
many political organizations in furthering their objectives and is practiced by right-wing and left-wing
political parties, religious groups, revolutionaries and so on. Lastly, after the examination of different
definitions of terrorism, this researcher defined terrorism, as an act that connotes violence carried out
legitimately or otherwise by state and non-state actors with the intent to cause fear, tevr death and

in pursuit and promotion of ideology, politics, economic, religious and soci . Its elements

include: %\b
1. The use of violence or threat of violence. ,\ \
2. An organized group or groups <&)

3. To achieve a particular objective. %\
4. The violence is directed against a target a& e)that extends beyond the immediate victims,
who are often civilians. Q&\

These highlights and signposts e@dnappings for financial gain and excludes acts by

individuals, even those with politic% tives. Organizations are essential for a successful campaign

can include changes ig g ent policies or practices, changes in government leaders or structures,

to bring about the political t are being sought. While the exact political objectives vary, they
S

demand for regs a tonomy or independence, or a mix of such political issues*’. While
organizatior@e ssary for any chance of a successful campaign, individual may operate in loose
afﬁliatior&u a group, hence the lone-wolf phenomenon.

Terrorism is characterized with certain modes of operation. Terrorists employ the element of surprise
aggression, clandestine attacks and brutal militancy to thrive on what may be termed as a hit-and-run
style of combat. In terms of possessing an organized strategy for executing its attacks, terrorists

around the globe have been known to have a common strategy which they have adopted in carrying

out its terror activities and these are:
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1. Suicide bombings.

2. The use of improvised explosives.

3. Mass killing by gunfire.

4. High jacking of aircraft, ships, and so on.
5. Hostage taking and kidnapping.

6. Piracy

7. Arson ®E
8. Propaganda and media advocacy %\b

9. Jail Break 4\\ \
10. Forced enlistment/recruitment of combatants?? %)

It is further argued that religious terrorists have o ®hat are absolutist, inflexible, unrealistic,

devoid of political pragmatism and hostile to Q}} tion.

<§®

There is no single univers IQ pted definition of national security. The varieties of definitions

2.1.2 National Security

provide an overview y usages of the concept. The concept still remains ambiguous, having
originated from si eﬁnltlons which initially emphasized the freedom from military threat and
political coe@ td later increase in sophistication and include other forms of non-military security as
suited th&umstance of the time?*. In simple term, national security is said to be the overall safety
of a nation and its general citizens.

The concept of national security has often been taken to merely connote the preservation of
sovereignty, territorial integrity and internal stability with the focus on the coercive power of the

308

state’”®. In today’s complex and interdependent world faced with many non-traditional threats like

pandemics, climate change, etc it must, however, be seen in a more holistic manner*®’. Such an all
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encompassing view of national security demands that the determinant of security is not just the
coercive elements of state power but its comprehensive national power with the latter being a
composite of many factors across all facets of national 1ife’”. The holistic nature of national security
demands that appropriate structures are in place to manage it.

Former President of Nigeria in 1999 defines national security as the aggregation of the security
interests of individuals, political entities and ethnic groups which make up a nati&{he security
interests include safety of lives and property, economic and freedom to pursu Mate objectives
without hinderance?*. This definition hinges on safety of lives and propert, as liberty to pursue

legitimate goals. It is silent on traditional security issues of soverei&(%lq territorial integrity of the

nation, as such, not adopted for this study. <&)

National security is seen as the protection and prex '()%the minimum core values of any nation’s
political independence and territorial integuj ‘&National security is also seen as comprising the

protection of the national interest, in \% national values, political and economic ways of life

against internal threat and challeng‘o{./ line with the above view, Mandel defines national security

hreats primarily from abroad endangering the survival of these regimes,

as the pursuit of psycholo c@& physical safety which is largely the responsibility of the national
governments, to preve t@

their citizenry o@s of life?’.

\)

National &rity is the measurable state of the capability of a nation to overcome the multi-
dimensional threats to the apparent well-being of its people and its survival as a nation-state at any
given time, by balancing all instruments of state policy through governance and is extendable to global
security by variables external to it?®. In the same vein, national security may be understood as shared

freedom from fear and want, and the freedom to live in dignity. It implies social and ecological health

rather than the absence of risk and is a common right.
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Generally, the encyclopedia of the social sciences defines national security as “ability of a nation to
protect its internal values from external threat”. Also, a nation has security when it does not have to
sacrifice its legitimate interest to avoid war, and is able, if challenged, to maintain them by war”.
Hence, national security and national interests are inter-related; where the former is seen in terms of

power and therefore is the essence of politics.

It is for this reason that a scholar concludes that there is no doubt that national@ embodies the
sovereignty of the state, the inviolability of its territorial boundaries, a \ t to individual and
collective self-defense against internal and external threats*®. But ,@at\e is secure only when the
aggregate of people organized under it have a consciousne@&)nging to a common sovereign
political community; enjoy equal political freedom, hu ights, economic opportunities, and when
the state itself is able to ensure independence in its de\% ment and foreign policy. It must be known

that once anything generates anxiety or threa@vx quality of life of the citizens, it is thus labeled a

“security problem”. The notion of ecoQQ security thus encourages a confrontational approach to

trade policy, while that of “environkéﬁd

encouraging a search for adf@s’l.

C

While defining %@ security from the lens of a multiple security sector, another person defined the
i

security” has often served more to confuse than to clarify by

concept as @0 nation of soft and hard security sectors and includes military, food security,
environm® security, social security and economic security. In addition to that, he further
conceptualized national security as the ability to defend a nation from both external and internal
aggression®2. This concept of national security is all encompassing and in line with the focus of this
study, hence it is adopted for the study.

The Ammer down Group in a discussion paper in 2016 titled Rethinking Security: A discussion paper

defined national security as the collective freedom from fear and want, as well as the freedom to live
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in dignity. This definition denotes social and environmental health rather than the absence of risk and
it is a universal right for every citizens™.

The modern definition of national security seems to include the energy and environmental, health and
food. On this premise, another author proposed that national security should focus on the physical,
social, and psychological equality of life of a society and its people both in the domestic context and
within the larger regional and global system, rather than only territorial protection of a§e\ciﬁc state®,
Another scholar claims that national security is the liberation from existing an(%\ewed threats to
national life that may emerge as a consequence of human action or inactigny m natural disasters

such as flood, earthquake, famine, drought, disease, and other natu al(litous events that result in

deaths, human suffering, and material damage?’. The emphas'(é%%aonal security, according to this

researcher, originates from three essential principles. ®

The first is the sanctity and inviolability of h ‘\Life, which is related to human rights; the second is

the universality and dignity of huma: and finally, the existential necessity of the value for

individual protection in a world fu%

basic intuitions: preservatiijQ- tension, and self-fulfillment?”.

any risks. In the end, national security is founded in three

National security 'cted with the physical safety of individuals, groups, or states, as well as the
physical saf@f heir most prized ideals. It goes beyond the military structures and capabilities of
defense c&ereignty and territorial integrity to the preservation. The concept is inextricably linked
to both the outcome and the cause of development and good governance, which contain aspects of

human rights, fair play, and distributive justice only to the extent that they lead to physical safety?°.

The new paradigm in the conceptualization of national security entails the right to a sustainable

environment, as well as the protection of cultural and religious belonging, all of which have serious
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implications for citizens’ physical security and the survival of nation-states, both individually and
collectively. To this end, national security is seen as the overarching plan for the preservation of a
state. State’s citizens and their means of subsistence, leaders and their regimes and administration,
state institutions, state sovereignty and territorial integrity, ethnic and other social groups, the
environment and ecosystem against internal and foreign threats and attacks. As correctly stated by this

scholar, national security should address a society in general and the physir%\social, and

psychological quality of life both at home and within the bigger regional and glo§a m?°,
To this extent, national security is regarded as the grand strateg arQs the preservation of the
totality of a nation-state. The citizens and their means of hvel e leaders and their regimes and

administration, the institutions of the state, state’s so@v and territorial integrity, ethnic and

other social groupings, the environment and ecosy&h nst internal or external threats and attacks.

As rightly observed, national security should the physical, social and psychological quality of

life of a society and its members both< estlc setting and within the larger regional and global

system?®. <</
In our contemporary ‘g@ ystem, there are several kinds of national securities, which include

economic secu% y security; environmental security; and even health, women, and food
security. Th@h eration of definitions has not always been for the benefit of all concerned. In some
cases, it is Werely a rebranding of domestic security inputs to obtain resources . In other cases, it

involves adjusting to the complexities of a dynamic international environment.

After examining the definitions above, the researcher therefore defines national security as the safety
of a state from all threats (political, economic, social-military, cyber and national disasters) that affect

the safety of human beings. Measures taken to ensure national security include using diplomacy to
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rally allies and isolate threats; marshalling economic power to facilitate or compel cooperation;
maintaining effective armed forces; implementing civil defense and emergency preparedness
measures; ensuring the silence and redundancy of critical infrastructure; using intelligence service to
detect and defeat or avoid threats and espionage and to protect classified information; using counter-

intelligence service or secret police to protect the nation from internal threats®’.

The following list provides definitions of the major contending views of non-#i definitions of
national security, with no analysis of their merits or deficiencies. \
= Political Security: This involves the protection of the s 1 nty of the government and

political system as well as the safety of society from @ntemal and external threats or
pressures. It involves both national and domestic and law enforcement.

* Economic Security: Economic security invs }s t only the protection of the capacity of the
economy to provide for the people, b@he degree or extent to which the government and
the people are free to exercise,c 1 over their economic and financial decisions. It also
involves the ability to prot tion’s wealth and economic freedom from external threats
and coercion. Additi A t comprises not only the economic policies and law enforcement
agencies but aJso\intérfiational agreements on commerce, finance, and trade. Recently, it has
been de me scholars in a human security context to connote eradicating poverty and
elimipating 'ncome inequalities.

. E&y and Natural Resources Security: These forms of security are most often defined as
the extent to which a nation or people have access to energy resources such as oil, gas, water,
and minerals. It would be more appropriate to describe it as access that is freely determined by
the market without interference from other nations, political or military groups, for non-

market and political purposes.
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Domestic Security: This refers to a set of domestic security functions that, since the 9/11
experience, have been re-organized into a single agency. It covers airport and ports security,
border security, transportation security, immigration enforcement, and other internal security
related matters.

Cyber Security: It covers the protection of the governments and the peoples’ computer and
data processing infrastructure as well as operating systems from harmful interference, whether
from external adversaries or within the country. It therefore involves notQ{/ ional defense
and domestic security, but also law enforcement. \

Food Security: Food security as defined by the United N&&C@mmittee on World Food
Security, means that all persons, at all times, have p, social, and economic access to

sufficient, safe, and nutritious food that meets @1 ional preferences and dietary needs

for a stable, active and healthy lifestyle. T& t is often concerned with poverty and has

long-term implications on the ability(i%qihes, communities and countries to develop and

prosper?3. Q
Human Security: Human sbé/'&r\efers to a concept largely developed at the United Nations
at the end of the %‘ur‘. It defines human security broadly as encompassing peoples’

freedom from huyget;<disease, and repression, including adverse and harmful disruptions of

daily life: e years, the concept has been broadened to include economic security,

envi@%’d
™

politi€al security as well as the protection of women and minorities. Its distinguishing

1 security, food security, health security, personal security, community security,

characteristic is to prevent or downplay national security as a military conflict between
nation-states, rather, focusing on social and economic causes and an assumed international
“responsibility to protect” peoples from violence. It is to be determined and administered by

the relevant organs of the United Nations?%®
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* Environmental Security: The concept of environmental security has several meanings. One
of such meanings is the more traditional concept of responding to conflicts caused by
environmental challenges such as water shortages, energy disruptions, or severe climate
changes; it is assumed that these problems are “transnational” and thus could cause conflict
between nations. The other more recent concept, is that the environment and the “climate”
should be protected and preserved as ends in and of themselves; the assumgtion is that the
environmental degradation caused by man poses a threat that must be ad@y treaties and
international agreements as if it were the moral equivalent of a nati curity threat. In the

past, natural disasters were not considered threats to nation@{wi{y, but that presumption is

changing, as the idea of “climate change” and global {éﬁb have become prominent issues

in the national security community>%. @
In every state of the world, nobody wants the fee@n e

‘social contract’ between the people and ent is welfare, protection and security. National

curity. The foundational elements of the

security, then, must reasonably be onezo% cardinal concerns of both government, opposition and

308

the citizens’*®. The most importah\/ tion of the federal/central government in any nation is

protection of its citizens fro %&n‘al security threats®. This means evolving an effective system for

defense both at homs< abrdad. National security covers both national defense and the protection

and other national policies as well*!!.

and preservation 0

policy, but n

eties of geopolitical, economic, and other interests. It affects not only defense

Meanwhile, there are three important variables that define the nexus of the causes and challenges
militating against national security concerns in Nigeria. These variables revolve around poverty,
inequality and unemployment. These indicators are basically the fundamental threats to Nigeria’s
national security. These factors can also be considered as one of the key contributors to the

development of terrorism in Nigeria. The nation state is considered secure only when the aggregate of
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people organized under its jurisdiction have a consciousness of belonging to a common sovereign
political community, enjoy equitable political freedom, human rights, social and economic
opportunities, and most importantly, when the state itself is able to guarantee the independence of its

development and foreign policy3.

Economic challenges including poverty, unemployment and inequality, structural poli%)f exclusion,
and a discriminatory social system in which an individual may or may never@ is potentials
without a “godfather”, provide an avenue for radicalization, social tensio iCt, violence, and the

ultimate distruption or complete breakdown of law and order, a&\aﬂe currently witnessing in

Nigeria®!?. Thus, terrorism, armed robbery, kidnapping, b@@ other nefarious and injurious
social vices constitute major security challenges in N%K 1

country undoubtedly contribute, in no small r& o the security challenges plaguing the

country!2, Q&\

In line with the above highlights, natio @urity refers to the security and defense of a nation state,

litants in the southern parts of the

encompassing its citizens, econom)?é&)/ stitutions and other vital interests, and this is considered as

the statutory duty of the gov. Qe of any nation state.

C
2.1.3 National ®
The conce %nal question is a very tough one to conceptualize as many scholars have tried
through wﬁtg to examine the imperative of the concept in scholarship. The concept of national
question is considered to be the highlight of a range of under-researched and unexplored issues and
challenges that must be addressed if a state is to survive all hurdles and obstacles of development.
National question in the Nigerian context is considered to be focused on the protracted socio-political

crises of the Nigerian state and the problem of national development and cohesion as well as peaceful

co-existence among citizens, irrespective of their ethnic and religious affiliations. What is national in
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that question varies in time, space and the approach/perspective to which the author intends to
research on.

National question and ethnic questions are intertwined and it is always based on social inequality,
injustice and bad governance, as opposed to its view as an ethnic issue. National question connotes the
problems that arise from the complexities and composition of a nation; that is, conflicts of interest
arising from the nature of the relationship amongst the ethnic groups in a state. Accoglgly, national
question has become a recurrent national issue that seeks lasting solutions cﬁ%\; to effectively
manage the relationships amongst the various ethnic, religious, linguisti Itural groups such
that they have equal rights and privileges, equitable access to poli@wer, and an equitable share
of national resources®®. This definition approached the con@anational question from ethno-

religious perspective. However, it failed to answer the r% urity challenges that beg the question
of how the country moves out of the security pr@

this research. Q&\

In a journal article titled, The rolé@e Jjournalism in the deconstruction of elections and the

he definition does not suit the purpose of

problem of federalis

national question in Nigeri Q erted that, the concept of national question is intertwined with the
\@s sometimes defined as the irreducible foundation for preserving the

country’s unity 1 y40_ 1t further explained that, the long-drawn out bickering in the country led

to demands rénegotiation and re-examining of the modalities for cohabitation among the various
ethnic na&lities, hence the rise of national question which the author further described as a term
cused to define the desire to examine the quandaries connected with reconciling different identity
groupings within the framework of a single, integrated national political system*’.

The term national question refers to the ‘collection of concerns’ that can have a significant effect on a
nation’s rebirth, growth, and integration*'. These collections of varying concerns could be around

security, health, governance and so on. According to the same definition, the idea of national question
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is primarily concerned with group rights, self-determination, equity, truth, social justice, citizen
protection, fairness, and respect for others.

The national question refers to the fundamental problem of social existence that arises from assertive
competition amongst people that have multi-ethnic or multi-communal and regional inclination,
which was rooted in its foundation by the turn of the Nineteenth Century, and of its articulation since
that time, by and under the colonial administration. National issues are more frequentnd pronounced
in a diverse society, when the federating units are threatened by either the mi@oups or those
units that feel marginalized in the overall scheme of things*’. %\

R
While defining it from the perspective of human rights, i %(:Q)ted that, national question is

fundamentally related to the question of rights and privil states and people, particularly in the

context of gross violation of human rights. In Niggriay, almost all ethnic groups are concerned about

marginalization and dominance; all ethnic @Q are touched in some manner by the national

&

In a journal article titled, Bg arain as a Syndrome of the Unresolved National Question in Nigeria:
de

question*?,

The Dilemma the autho ed the concept of national question as the unsolved tensions in the
Nigerian state tha e kept it in a continuous loop of crisis. The politically posed national issue
refers to the@ to self-determination, which includes the right to secede. This definition is required
as a resu& the persecution of some ethnic nations by others in a diverse configuration such as
Nigeria. However, it is an undeniable truth that the aggregate of conflicts, unemployment, instability,
and the eventual rise of Boko Haram terrorists is the consequence of the inability of the Nigerian state
to effectively address the prevailing unsolved national problems®.

In another definition, national question connotes the struggle for internal democracy within a nation

state and the fight against imperialism. There are two dimensions of the national question, which are:
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a) It examines the nature and scope of Nigeria’s relationship with global imperialism;

b) The interaction amongst the diverse Nigerian ethnicities. The author also highlights the
federation’s inconsistencies in order to conceptualize the national question in this context**.

In 2018, an article with the title Federalism, Restructuring and National Question in Contemporary

Nigeria: The Way Forward defined national question as the fundamental issues, that is, the country’s

socio-economic and political quagmire that are recycling, posing a challenge to natigual growth and

necessitating reorganization. National issues are more frequent in a divex(eé&\acty when the

federating units are threatened by either the minority groups or t% ponents that feel

marginalized in the grand scheme of events. ,\\ \

Some remedies to national problems may be demands fo %tutional conferences, such as the 2014

National Conference in Abuja, to resolve importa& %()ncerns by listening to the misery of each

segment based on their differences. As a resuﬁ\‘%national question is more specific to modern vices

like banditry, abduction, [IPOB, Niger Qe itation for real federalism, and so on. On that basis, the
X

national question is critical in addre‘sé,&)

A popular scholar in his sf %‘gfued that a nation is a community bound together by diverse

cultural factors of c&&n)
distinguishing

90

federalist concerns®.

cestry and shared myths as well as ethnic contiguity, adding that a
a nation state is that it must be engaged in a political program driven by
prestige and er”. Furthermore, he states that the nation is perceived as a status group created by
common&rical memory and struggling for the prestige of power and culture with other nations.

The national question is a term mostly used to describe a variety of issues related to nationalism. It is
often seen especially in the light of socialist thoughts and doctrine. The national question is sometimes
confused with the ethnic question. It is hinged on equality, equity, issues of oppression and the quest

for justice as against its perception as ethnic question?’!. The national question is primarily a political

question, ideological in nature and class based.
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The national question was also seen as the struggle for freedom and a political question. He submits

thus: The right of nations to self determination refers only to the right to independence in a political

context, the right to free political secession from the freedom to carry on agitation in favour of secession,

and freedom to address the issue of secession by means of a referendum of the nation or segment that

desires to secede?*?.

A scholar offers three typologies of the national question in Africa thus; V\

1). The ethnic nation that corresponded to pre-colonial identities destroyed by col%%m.

2). The colonially — established territorial nation %\b

3). The Pan-African nation 2%, \ \

The criteria on ethnic nation and colonially created territory (_Iaped the nature of the national

question in Africa, but the third criterion has been merel rical. It was argued that the crisis of

national question in Africa was engendered by the ogis ation building which subsequently led to
&ned territorial nation®>3. This brought about the

i
S

the interrogation of the status of the coloniall;@b’

contradictions of fragility, artificiality an. bserved differences as a result of the interaction among

the various ethnic nationalities. \<§/

Some researchers view the na i@u‘estion as a political question that leads to the struggle for popular
»

representative democragy &J

refers to how the a ure of the social existence, characterized by the internal multiplicity and the

¢ fight against imperialism?**. They posit thus: The national question

interaction of @oc'ety with its environments, is historically arrived at. How is ‘the orderly exercise of
nationwide%lic authority’ organized? Who constitutes or who is not a member of that society? Who
is referred to as an outsider? How has the social relationship amongst the nationalities been changing?
Does every member enjoy the same rights/obligations and benefits as those of every other member?
How are the rights of citizens recognized and motivated? How are the competing claims (for self
determination, for example) by diverse groups mediated and made consistent globally? Are there people

or groups that are marginalized, or feel collectively oppressed or completely neglected? How are the
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inequalities of uneven development handled? Are there groups looked upon and paternalistically
administered??*. It was argued that colonial rule aimed to unite the colonized people in their struggle
for freedom against their colonizers®!'”. It was also affirmed that it split hitherto homogeneous ethnic
groups in a way that impacts negatively on the process of nation building in Africa. This split, he notes,
was politicized by the governing elites who mainly were the political actors that instrumentalized
ethnicity, usually for political advantage?**.

There is no consensus on the various perceptions of national question in @ The varying
perceptions are underscored by the blunt exchange between the Bala Moh emorial Committee
and the Ife Collectives on the national and nationality question j\'ggria as well as the ethno
charismatic and cultural perceptions argued at the 1993 Nation (_arence which was organized by
the Nigerian Economic Society, and the examined interven %’b\ the conceptualization of the national
question in Nigeria®**,

The national question deals with ‘the aspiratio@ntemal democracy and its benefits within a nation
state and the sustained struggle agam% dictates and impact of imperialism’. There are two
dimensions of the national questlon

a). It deals with the nature @ope of the collaboration between Nigeria and global actors of
imperialism and, @

b). The relationship ﬁ

He also identth contradictions within the federation as a result of such interactions amongst the

teractions among various Nigerian ethnic nationalities.

various fed&ug units, with a view to conceptualizing the national question in this sense®*>:

The national question in Nigeria is manifested in a stream of eight distinct contradictions: Nigeria’s
contention with imperialism; the conflicts of interest among the major ethnic nationalities i.e. Yoruba,
Igbo and Hausa; the North - South distinction between the three major ethnic nationalities on one side,
and the smaller ethnic nationalities on the other; inter-state rivalry amongst the states of the federation;

inter-ethnic rivalries in a multi-faceted state for instance between the Igala and Ebira in Kogi State;
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inter-sectional rivalries within the same ethnic group in the nation, as between Kano and Katsina, or the
Egba and Ijebu; and finally, inter-clan rivalries within a province or district, as is common among the
Igbo in the South- eastern part of the nation?”’.

It was submitted therefore that national question refers as follow: ‘By the national question we mean the
challenges that arise from the ethnic composition of a nation; that is, challenges arising from the nature
of the relationship and interaction amongst the ethnic nationalities in a nation state (emphasis added) >*°.
A scholar posits on the ethnic disposition of the national question in this sense: Tl@nal question is
the perennial debate as to how to effectively manage the relations amongst @gus ethnic, linguistic
and cultural groupings, so that they enjoy the same rights and privileg?\&uitable access to power and

equitable share of the national resources and benefits. It was % ued by scholars as the ethno-

nationalism conception of the national question in Nige@ not denying the fact that there is a

national question®®’. %

In line with the above definition on national @1 conceptualization, a nation must also have the
critical and imperative feature of the %e of state imstitutions as governance facilitators and
actualizers®?. To further explain th@gnts, Walter Connor article titled “When Is The Nation?”
expressed the view that altho %e‘ a number of authorities have interrogated the question of “what
is a nation?” not enj)Kg efmphasis has been devoted to the question of “At what point in its
development does come into being?”®

His study sh different evidence to demonstrate that most of Europe's recognized nations only
recently ca&n‘[o existence, often much later than the date originally assigned to them, suggesting in
the process that even now, many of them have not yet attained the status of nationhood?'8. He later lists
four different challenges in determining the exact evolutionary dates of nations. One of such challenges

is that national consciousness is a phenomenon associated with the masses (and not elites) who until

recently were quite disinterested in proclaiming their sense of group identity3!.
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Another challenge is that nation formation is a process and not an event which lends itself to precise
calculation as regards the point at which a sufficient number has internalized the national identity that
causes nationalism to become an effective weapon for mass mobilization. A third problem, he says, is
that the process of nation formation can terminate at any time because it is not sequentially pre-
ordained®!. A fourth problem, he finally submits, is that the ethnographic history of the people (which
is a central assumption in the concept of nationhood) is of little relevance to the ;siz of nation-
formation because the claim that people related by ancestry are easily constituta@ nationality is
seldom supported by fact?®®, The role of nation as a recognized community ihsSensibilities, history
and culture inhabiting a common physical territory with socio-eco@sxstems and common legal

instruments is a relatively contemporary phenomenon. However arllest origins can be traced to pre-
modern communities3?°. ®

The concept of the national question is fundament &eria, as in other nations. It was said that the

national question “impacts many political sys@hardly produces a final solution, it is complex in

nature and also multi-dimensional, ,a Q is equally historically contingent”. Despite these

generalizations, the national quest'& <</manifest in different forms and character among nations and
.

within a nation. To fully @%wnh the complexities and dimensions of the national question, it

would ultimately requi&
in a given policy3%g

As a gene ption, the national question connotes “the totality of fundamental issues that can

extual analysis that emphasizes the peculiarities of the national question

result in heavy tolls on national rebirth, cohesion, integration and development”. Within the Nigerian
context, however, the national question has been defined as “the perennial debate as to how to
efficiently direct the relations amongst the different ethnic, linguistic and cultural entities, so that they
collectively enjoy equal rights and privileges, equitable access to political power and an equitable

distribution of national resources”. In a related fashion, another author defines the national question in
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Nigeria as primarily concerned with group rights and privileges, right to self determination, truth, social
justice, fairness and respect for others 3!4,

The national question pertains to “the fundamental issue of social existence arising from unhealthy and
assertive competition amongst persons who possess multi-ethnic or multi-communal as well as regional
consciousness, with which it was established in its foundation by the turn of the 19 Century, and of its
articulation since that period, by and under the colonial jurisdiction. The attempts at adequate
conceptualization of the national question in Nigeria bring to the fore the need &c\to decipher
and grapple very decisively with some historical insights into the evaluh d development of

Nigeria’!®. It is within the framework of such historical insights that w@c{entify the deepening crisis

of the Nigerian state and its components, particularly the cr@conditions associated with the
federal framework and democracy in Nigeria. ®

One of the top political priorities in Africa toda gQw to deal with the complexities of the national
question. The continent’s history coupled wi {hgj allenges and engagements of the post-colonial era

have exposed deep political fault lines dn olidated interests on both sides of the political divide3'.
Simply articulated: on the one ha%%ﬁhose that are active beneficiaries from the current status quo
and see no need for chan s privileged group, the “problems” of politics, economy and society
would resolve thems ggdrally or be resolved over a prolonged period of time. On the other hand,
are those that fe& the African past had been deliberately or inadvertently wasted, the present
mortgaged%g future has become so bleak and uncertain that politics could no longer be taken for
granted%’.

Consequently, there have been agitations for re-negotiation and re-compacting of the existing shaky
relations between the powerful elites and the people. In effect, they are demanding to be fully integrated
into the process of re-working the constitution in order to ensure that those unresolved complex issues

that affect them and their communities are not trivialized or relegated to the recycle bin of political
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decision making. The efficient management of primordial ethnic identities and political considerations
remain critical in determining the context of Nigeria,s overall political interests and indeed, the future
of the Nigerian nation-state. This has evolved over the years into one of the five cardinal national
contradictions that has led to the wanton destruction of thousands of lives and property and would most
likely continue until adequately addressed?®?!.

There are several dimensions and contentions regarding the issue. This is not only in tegms of distrust,
suspicions and contradictions amongst ethnic, religious, and regional interestsQ{/ within each
primordial constituency???. The trend has been to focus mainly on the conge issues amongst the
majority Igbo, Yoruba, and Hausa ethnic groups that the minorities & been more or less sidelined.
Similarly, within each of the major groups, there are signiﬁcant{g%a\s and sectors that galvanize the
ability of groups to act as absolute weapons of mobiliza B\ effect, while ethnicity and religion
remain very fundamental issues in the formulation of& '§nterests and postures, they are also being
affected by issues of class and the relative co@suess of the Nigerian people as they confront the

challenges of national survival. This coze%mainly the need to ensure that the ethnic and minority

issues are directly linked to the ques&&n/ political restructuring, re-federalization, revenue allocation,

resource control and democra i@oﬁdaﬁonm.

In the event that the o@lite remain adamant and insensitive to popular demands on these
contentious issues, @c identities and preferences would get consolidated and lead to even more
violence. Alre@nted identities have ushered in more complications and impacting negatively on
the abilitonte various ethnic groups to articulate clear political agendas. Consequently, this has
resulted to an internalization of violence as sub-ethnic groups confront each other in a struggle for
supremacy and identity, as well as spurious claims to territory*?*. On the other hand, the authorities of
the seemingly overwhelmed and unsteady state addresses the problem of internalization with more

violence thus further complicating opportunities for political negotiation®?!.
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Resource generation and distribution often called "revenue allocation" in Nigeria has hitherto become
one of the most critical aspects of power politics in Nigeria that is enmeshed in the politics of ethnic
identity. In one sense, this is closely linked to the structure of Nigerian federalism and the dominant
role of the central authority?®. It is also concerned with the issue of minority rights, center-periphery
relations, and the traditional contentions for hegemony among the dominant groups. This is consequent
upon the fact that with the neglect of non-oil wealth, emphasis has shifted mainly%\national oil
deposits, which generates well over half of national revenues as well as about nt of foreign
exchange earnings>%S. \

The Nigerian rentier state has not only become the source of wealth ag\ ulation but also the focus of
elite competition and thus a stabilizing force as no competitor @B hurt or kill the goose that lays
the golden eggs. Regrettably, the ethnic minorities, oil pro& communities, oil producing states, as
well as the political elite from oil producing a a\s@ not pleased with the deprivations their

o

ich oil wealth is used to promote development

communities experience and the perceived mar(gj\ﬁ

in non-oil producing areas®?’

. As much @ical leaders remain insensitiveto demands for a just and
se

equitable formula for revenue allocaﬁ% increasingly restless and aggrieved communities would

continue to challenge the legiff')Q*f the state and reject existing policies®’.
It has been difﬁa@ a consensus in the Nigerian state on the perception of its national question.
Odl

There are two @ erceptions that are hinged on the existing contradictions and imbalances. These
are the eth&d class-based considerations which have been previously discussed by other scholars.
The difference is founded in the perception of the state, the complex and critical nature of the national
question, the import of the ownership structure as well as the ideological context of the governance

327 These contentions, however, agree that the dominant and critical issues are predicated on

process
identifiable, concrete questions. First, the national question debate focuses on national unity, local

autonomy, self-determination, equitable distribution of revenue and other national resources, rewards,
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opportunities and access to power. Secondly, it is concerned mainly with the enforcement of
fundamental human rights, including rights to franchise and empowerment, social and economic rights
and satisfaction of the basic needs of ethnic nationalities and other components. Thirdly, it
encapsulates the religious question that includes the cardinal issues of secularity and theocracy, the link
between the Nigerian state and religion, the perception and response of the assumed secular state to the
recurring ethno-religious crises as well as a clear and concise national agenda, to foster cordial co-

existence amongst the various communal groups in the nation's multi-ethnic and mfil ious states?.

&
Q
The lopsided nature of the federal system, coupled with the per V&{i{nbalances, warranted the
national question. The federalism debate in Nigeria is hing@:}\e politics of states and local
government creation, the access to, control and appr@ of national resources among the
federating units, the access to and control of politic&%r at the center, the unresolved indigeneship
and settler issues as well as the distribution ofqugi\xeconomic infrastructure3?’. The strained relations
among the federating units which cau eQHe Nigerian Civil War were aggravated through the
annulment of the popular 12 June ‘Ré/&;tial Elections presumably won by late Chief M. K. O.

Abiola, the then Social Demoi A("et’ty (SDP) Presidential Candidate.

C
The political cri XSioned by the annulment of the June 12 elections reinvigorated and
consolidated %%te on the national question and equally promoted the growth of several civil
society orga%ations that campaigned for a sovereign national conference and the termination of
military dictatorship. The pro-status quo Asiodu group commenced the advocacy for a national debate
which centered on the future of the Nigerian state. There were indications, however, that the group was
promoted and sponsored by the Babangida government against the backdrop of the skepticism of the
civil society organizations regarding the seemingly manipulated and crisis ridden political transition

programme3%6,
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This percieved deceitful manipulation politics spurred the Nigerian progressives led by the radical
lawyer, Mr. Alao Aka Bashorun, to organize and facilitate the state truncated national conference on
the platform of the National Consultative Forum (NCF), in September, 1989. The state responded
through the politics of cajole that ultimately propelled the organization of a national conference in
Abuja, in 1990. The objective was to douse tension, assuage agitations and disgust occasioned by the
subversion of the alternative non-state conference, attendant protests, strikes, rallies an&er forms of
political actions, question, as well as articulated specific agenda’?®. ®

A book chapter provides a captivating critique of the national question fr: rspective of black
consciousness. It was argued that both Liberal and Marxist disg@ls \of culture as merely an
expression of primordial identities and false consciousness have,i (Vatently deprived South Africa of
the pro-nationalist values and initiatives that have provided \ oundation of nation building in other
countries®!S. The dominant economist conception of th % has elicited a procedural, constitutional
democracy and a public philosophy of econon@\ and service delivery that provides little or no

focus on human solidarity as a public v Qwas argued that the black race must seek inspiration in

at propelled the spirit of survival and occasioned black

the cultural values of human solidﬁ%

struggles against colonial ang\i %be'id oppression’'®, He suggests that we discover a concrete and

revitalised conception @

ion is believed to be at the apex of the crisis ladder of the Nigerian state and

n in Steve Biko’s idea of a ‘joint culture’ among blacks and whites.

Moreover, nationalng
instrumental lQea eful co-existence amongst the component parts. The conceptions of the national
question V&’ld depend largely on inter-group relations, the issues of marginalization, domination,
inequality, fairness and justice amongst the several ethnic groups®. In this regard therefore, national
question is more particular at addressing the contemporary security challenges like banditry,
kidnapping, Niger Delta agitations, quest for true federalism and the issues of secession by some ethnic
nationalities among others*. In general, judiciously addressing the contentious issues associated with

the national question is critical to the sustenance of a stable, secure and prosperous nation.
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2.1.4 Nigeria

Nigeria became a rebublic in 1963 and subsequently became known as the Federal Republic of
Nigeria. Nigeria is a vast country and located in the West African sub-region of the African Continent.
The country shares its borders with Cameroon to the East, Niger to the North, Chad to the Northeast
and Benin Republic to the West. Nigeria is widely referred to as the most populoussblack nation on
earth and the seventh most populous nation in the world*®. Nigeria is made up{o hes with the
Federal Capital Territory (FCT) in Abuja which serves as the political% f the country. The
country is further sub-divided into 774 local government areas. states are grouped into six
geopolitical zones namely, North West, North East, North @f&@ South West, South East, and
South-South. Lagos, whch used to be the capital of Nig@ne of the important commercial cities
in Nigeria and one of the largest metropolitan cities 0}‘% orld?*.

S

Nigeria is divided along ethno-religiou: l%with Christians and Muslims in various mix occupying

the southern part and the northern b&/ he country. The middle belt of the country also comprises

than 250 ethnic groupg?’. ree most populous and dominant ethnic groups are the Yoruba, Hausa,

of both Muslims and adher @Rthe Christian religion. Nigeria is known to be the home of more
S

and Igbo, who @ or more than 70% of the population. Nigeria got her independence from
Britain on 1 ber 1960,

Nigeria’s@nomy is the largest in Africa and the 26th largest in the world by nominal GDP. Nigeria
has an abundance of natural resources such as crude oil deposits, coal, zinc, gas as well as a well-
developed financial, communication and transportation and tourism sectors. Nigeria is the home
country of the richest man in Africa, Alhaji Aliko Dangote. Dangote's business conglomerate covers

salt, sugar, agriculture, petroleum, cement and many other sectors*®. The executive branch of Nigeria

is head of government which is currently occupied by President Muhammadu Buhari. The Nigerian

46



head of state is elected every four years. Nigeria operates a bicameral National Assembly which
comprises of the Senate Chambers, which is considered to be the highest, and the House of
Representatives®.

The Supreme Court is the highest court in Nigeria and it is controlled by the judicial arm of
government. The longest tributary flows through 1,400 kilometers from Cameroon into Nigeria and
empties into the Niger River. The other river systems in Nigeria involves various riyers that merge
into the Yobe River, then flows along the border with Niger Republic and empti% e Lake Chad.
Nigeria has arid climate in the north, tropical climate in the Middle Belt, orial climate in the
south. Climate variations are determined by the interaction of mo@tk{west monsoon winds and
dry northeast winds?®. %(_3

Mean maximum temperatures experienced across the co are 30° C-32° C in the south and 33°
C-35° C in the north. High humidity is experienc c% February to November in the south and
from June to September in the northern part c({;g\ountry. In Nigeria, low humidity characterises the

dry season. The annual rainfall decre:%wards the northern part of the country while rainfall

ranges from about 2,000 millimetéxi/ he coastal areas (averaging over 3,550 millimeters in the
Niger Delta) to 500750 mi 1@6 in the northern part of Nigeria*’.

Nigeria’s key natural gesqurcgs include natural gas, petroleum, tin, iron ore, coal, limestone, niobium,
lead, and zinc. Thg ry's proven oil reserves are about 36.89 billion barrels, the tenth largest oil
reserves in l@o d. The proven natural gas reserves are estimated at about 209.5 trillion cubic feet,
the ninth%st natural gas reserves in the world and the largest in Africa. The country's estimates for
oil and natural gas reserves are as at 20212%°. The country also has an abundant proportion of arable
land mass.

The adherents of Islamic religion constitute the majority in the north and Christians are the majority in

the southern part of Nigeria. The nation has about 10 percent of the population which adheres to

indigenous traditional beliefs and this group equally spreads across the country. In early 2006, the
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news of the publication of derogatory caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad in a Danish newspaper,
resulted in anti-Christian riots in various parts of Nigeria. The further created anti-Muslim reprisals.
The violence that ensued led to the destruction of several churches and mosques as well as the death

of over 100 people*.

Nigeria’s adult literacy rate was an average of 62 percent in 2021, with the rate s\males at 70

percent and that of females at 53 percent. The Nigerian government provife ortunities for

citizens education though attendance is not made compulsory at any 1 udy. In the current

ratings, nomads and the physically challenged are not adequately S@T{le education system is the

6-3-3-4 system which stipulates six years of primary educatj (?e years at the junior secondary

level, three years at the senior secondary level and four g’university education, leading to the
>

award of a bachelor’s degree. In 2018, Nigeria's g@ ment for elementary schools was 68.3 per

cent®”. Q&\
However, the highest rates were r@n the Northwest,with 70.3 percent male enrollment and

71.1 per cent female enroll X at 2018. In 2004, the Nigerian National Planning Commission

» 44

referred to the count& ducational system as being “dysfunctional.” ** The reasons adduced for this

classification co etayed infrastructure and ill-prepared graduates of institutions. Nigeria’s
economy is @he downward trend and the government has put measures in place to leverage the
country’s% wealth in fossil fuels so as to reduce poverty that currently affects about a substantial
proportion of its population. Economists refer to the irony of having vast natural resources and
extreme poverty in developing countries like Nigeria as the “paradox of plenty” or the “curse of oil.”

Nigeria’s exports of oil and natural gas at a period of soaring high prices have boosted the country's

trade and current account surpluses in recent years.
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Nigeria was ranked 161 out of 189 countries in the United Nations Development Index in 2019 and

non-energy-related infrastructure is also categorised as inadequate®”.

2.1.5 An Analytical View of Lack of a Universal Definition

In most scholarly work, there is always a friction on the concept of terrorism. This friction arises from
the perspective, understanding and ideology of the person doing or crafting the definitign. It is worthy
to understand that, while some scholars and experts have shown preference for ([é%l&:d definition

of terrorism, others have provided several forms of definitions with al g and focusing on

various elements that expound the concept of terrorism. 4\\ \
Notable scholars rightly assert that, it is impossible%&“me terrorism but observers would

understand it when they see it; that is, when vari s%h ds and indicators that could be described
as terrorist actions manifest in a country oé’ticular place>®. While considering an expanded
definition of terrorism, a scholar assi states that, there is a deliberate intention to keep the
concept of terrorism broad, complév\/ devoid of clear, unambiguous meaning, because the only

honest and globally accept bQAeﬁﬁition of terrorism is subjective, which is a “violence we do not

support™!. Evidentl}gi diffg” to the temptation of leaving the definition of the concept of terrorism

‘open-ended’ is @b

The subj&ty of defining terrorism is by no means an easy undertaking. While trying to give an

st form to approach the complexities of the problem.

illustration of the difficulty of defining the concept, David Tucker summarizes the difficult task as:

Above the gate of hell, there is a warning that all who enter should give up hope.
The warning issued to those who attempt to define terrorism is less dire, but has

the same effect’’.
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In considering the differences in the various definitions, it appears that most disparities between
existing definitions concern the description of terrorist motivation. It is vital to comprehensively and
categorically assess the motivations of terrorists because the methods and targets selected by them are
often indicated by their purpose. As previously articulated, definitions of terrorism find their relevance
in the manner they are applied. The definition of terrorism is vital in the global struggle against

terrorism and ultimately provides the necessary guidelines useful for the prosecutigf suspected

terrorists. ®
&
N

While considering the challenges of defining terrorism from thé@@e\ctive of motivation, it is
pertinent to assess the existing definitions. It is worthy to @at, most parts of the existing
definitions seem to be divided into two categories; tho % consider terrorism as a ‘politically-
motivated’ phenomenon, and those that have added %itional specificity. The first category of
definitions, that is, those who assert that the r@ﬁon of terrorists is political, includes those posited
by a number of scholars including Pau \@won, Brenda and James to mention a few. Similarly, the
other category falls within the deﬁnﬁ@/&?ained as a result of the 73 existing definitions of terrorism,

which described terrorism Qo itically-motivated tactics®?. In effect, the application of a definition

using ‘politics’ as the gnly top¥of motivation of terrorists is extremely limited?.

N
The difﬁcu@omplexities involved in defining terrorism and particularly the subject of
motivati& terrorist, become clear in the disparity between definitions. The United States Army
Command asserts that terrorism may be propelled by religion, politics, and ideological considerations.
This group of classifications is also favoured by the United States Department of Defense which
defined terrorism as 'the deliberate use of unlawful violence or threat of unlawful violence to inculcate
fear; intended to coerce or to intimidate governments or societies in the pursuit of goals that are

generally political, religious, or ideological'.
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The United Kingdom’s Act on Terrorism also gave a similar “politically-motivated’ definition when it
defined terrorism in Section 1 of the Act as ‘the use or threat of actions involving serious violence
against a person or serious property damage; endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person
committing the action; creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the
public; or is designed seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electreuic system'. In

addition, the Act also highlights the use of threat designed to influence t@mment or an

international organization, or intimidate the public or a section of the pu% the use or threat is

applied for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ig*\o&gi@l cause>.

In 2004, the United Nations Resolution 1566 in i%&ﬁion appears to be broad in its

conceptualization of terrorism. The international (&' a§10n indicated that terrorism is often justified
when viewed with respect to political, p(}@} hical, ideological, racial, ethnic and religious

objectives®®. A renowned scholar on @cept of terrorism, whose 109 definitions of terrorism

culminated in one of the comprehehsi finitions commonly applied by other academics, arrived at

the conclusion that terroris iVations are either criminal, idiosyncratic or political®®. It is for this
r gpplied a simple but broad based definition of terrorism when he defined

reason that Walter L&

terrorism as thtlmate use of force to achieve a political objective by targeting innocent

people”’. Q

The reason for the brief assessment of existing definitions of terrorism 1is to highlight the broad
spectrum of interpretations given to terrorist motivations. Another prominent scholar on the concept
terrorism also posits that, there seems to be some measure of concurrence on the inclusion of ‘politics’
as a terrorist motive®®. The indecision involved in considering the various definitions suggests an

implicit difficulty in separating and categorizing the motivations of terrorists. It follows that, for many
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political institutions, scholars and Non-Governmental Organizations, the consolation is to adopt

‘politics’ as a label encompassing all other possible terrorist objectives.

Additionally, if one considers terrorist groups as being ideologically motivated, a fresh set of
difficulties present themselves. Terror and terrorism have continued to be subjects of discussion in
Latin America. Despite being termed ‘political’ in broad terms, the motivation of exfgme leftist and
rightist groups is considered to be ideological in origin. The groups that adva \cnﬁc political
ideology, could also be Ilabelled as “ethno-nationalist or ethno-zeNgs terrorlsts. These
classifications could include Ku Klux Klan (KKK) in USA, Indi b&\P\eople of Biafra (IPOB) in

Nigeria, Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (!%L ord Resistant Army (LRA) in

Uganda®. %

Another challenge scholars and researcher@unter in their attempts to define terrorism in a

comprehensive, clear and thorough m %@ its evolution. Considering the dynamic nature of the

world, terrorist organizations coul e or cease to exist with the passage of time, a new form of
terrorist acts and their as evolves new types of terrorism are discovered and these are
exemplified by eco- t )10 terrorism, or the so-called global terrorism which has become very

significant. The % assessment of individuals, organizations, movements and ideologies also

evolves. In t@e ard, an individual who is perceived to be a terrorist today could become a national
hero lead®ne struggle for freedom and independence tomorrow®.

The challenge in dealing with such a scenario hinges on deciding which of the enumerated factors
reflects the true motivation of terrorist groups, and indeed whether the assessment of the question is
worthwhile in the first instance. It could be easily assumed that terrorist groups have similar

ideologies, whether it is religious, political, or ethnic. However, to disregard ideology entirely would
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surely be out of the main point of discourse. A proper understanding of terrorist ideology is critical to

a comprehensive outlook of their goals and ultimately facilitates an easy prediction of their behaviour.

2.1.6 Categorizing Terrorism

As expounded earlier, the phenomenon called ‘terrorism’ has not been given an acceptable universal
definition because of its complexities. As already discussed, the term terrorism has_been used to
denote a wide variety of adverse and violent actions against governments, soc@stimﬁons and
even persons within a nation. Some scholars and stakeholders hayv, ted to give better
explanations of the term by highlighting different categories of te %6\1 However, most of these
classifications have been arbitrary and have hardly drawn a (@rsal acceptability. Some of the
commonly used criteria for their categorizations are enu@below:

i.  Personal Motives of Terrorists %
In this category are criminals who use terr@ptlcs for personal material gains. Such criminals

engage in heinous crimes such as ki @g people for ransom, banditry, armed robbery among

others. The activities of this crim% roup are different from the agitations of separatist or
secessionist terrorists, who Q%wbreak away from status quo and establish their own independent

entity; or revolutiona rrorists, who want to overthrow the existing political order and replace it

with a completel@a angement.
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ii.  Ideological Posture
This categorization involves acts of terror perpetrated by terrorist groups such as Marxist-Leninist
and Maoist revolutionaries as opposed to the status quo terrorists, or acts of terror carried out by
ultra-leftist as against ultra-rightist groups. These terrorist groups are mostly driven by their respective

ideologies.

ili.  Official Status ®

This category of terrorism refers to state sponsored or establishment indu ism as against non-
state actors carrying out acts of terrorism. State or establishmen&&@m denotes acts of terror
perpetrated by government functionaries and agencies to promo @(@1 objectives. On the other hand,
non-state terrorism represents acts of terrorism perpetrated -state actors opposed to the agenda of

the state and would use terrorist tactics to press ho t\% emands for change. Examples of such are

nationalists struggles and guerrilla fighters, libe@wtruggles, mercenaries and religious fanatics.

iv.  Instruments of Terror <</E

This category encompass Q 1errorlsm and bio-terrorism, which refers to acts of terror that
involves the use of Va i0 ful substances such as narcotics, chemical, biological and radiological
weapons, or fon d weapons of mass destruction. The Tokyo subway Sarin gas attack by
AumShinrik@n 95, the Oklahoma ‘fertilizer’ bomb also in 1995, and the 2001 Anthrax outbreak
in the Us,ge clear examples of the new dimensions of terrorism. Currently, there is the fear of the

increased use of chemical, biological and radiological weapons by terrorists around the world.

v. State of the Mind
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The state of mind of terrorists is critical to their actions. Many terrorists that fall into this category
have unstable minds. They are psychotic. A good example of such is psychological terrorism, which
denotes acts of terror perpetrated by mentally unbalanced persons®’. This is clearly violence

perpetrated without a rational purpose.

The above classifications are not exhaustive. Infact, there are as many forms of terro%n\as there are
scholars, analysts and stakeholders. Considering the various types of terrorisr@could also be
mixtures of different types as well as borderline situations. For example \ te terrorism can fit
easily into virtually all other forms of terrorism which do not inv@g@yerment functionaries and
agencies. Also, political terrorism, which concerns acts of @petrated to achieve a political
objective, fits into the category that hinges on the motiv perpetrators of terrorist acts. Despite

these mixtures, the definitions of terrorism give \b e analysts are simply limited to acts of

violence perpetrated for political motives. (\

N

This in effect means that scholars )@political motives to all acts of terrorism. A good example
is the US government’s Q “which considers terrorism as representing a ‘pre-meditated,
politically motivated Qperpetrated against non-combatant targets by sub-national groups or
clandestine agen xy intended to influence an audience®. In general terms, those analysts who
maintain th % acts of terrorism are politically motivated are at liberty to make a distinction
between &cally motivated terrorism and other forms. Even the classifications based on the motives
of the terrorists in question could be broadened to include those with ideological motivations.

In the same vein, it could be submitted that what Thornton calls ‘enforcement terror’ and ‘agitational
terror’ are variants of the category of terrorism based on the status, position or traits of those involved

in the terrorist acts®*. Thus, enforcement terror which, in the definition of Thornton, is acts of

terrorism perpetrated by those who have political power and who aim to suppress oppositions to their
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authority, could also pass for state or establishment terrorism. Similarly, agitational terror, which
refers to terrorism carried out by those who desire to disrupt the existing order and replace it with

their preference could be termed non-state terrorism®*,

2.1.7 An Overview of the different Concepts of Terrorism

Terrorism has been defined in different forms by scholars and security professionals, However, it is
pertinent to state that the different forms of terrorism are recognised and gro@%.sxording to the
kind of attack agents used by the terrorist or by what objectives they aim._t d. Terrorism could
range from internet hacking to hijacking, bombing, diplomatic kid g assassination and hostage
taking among others. Hence, the typology of terrorism mries@c@ng on the way politicians, law-

makers, security practitioners, and researchers define it@extem, the following are the common

types of terrorism: @

1. Domestic Terrorism Q
Following the terrorist attacks o ﬂ&;tember 2001 in the USA, the Western world became

increasingly concerned abg *ecbnsequences of having failed states in the global south. This
concern also has o& s implications for Africa as well as international responses to armed
insurgency grou ¢ African Continent. Domestic terrorism refers to those acts of terrorism that
are carried ersons or local groups within a state, usually as a means of redressing domestic
grievances%.l‘ his is clearly distinct from international terrorism which addresses terrorist acts by

persons or groups that are external to the affected state and whose objective is to promote an extra-

territorial goal.

It is important to state that the distinction between domestic and international terrorism might not be

as broad as is generally conceived. Considering the revolution that has taken place in the global
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information technology sector, which has immensely facilitated networking between distant diverse
groups, the possibility of having some linkages between domestic and external terrorist groups cannot
be undermined. The lack of an acceptable universal definition of terrorism has also provided
opportunity for different interpretations of the concept at the domestic level, where the label of

terrorism has been selectively used by political actors to target their perceived opponents.

In this regard, it is not a strange occurrence anymore to find the power brok@bme countries
inventing their own terrorism definition in order to attract internationa y for their ploy to
neutralize or degrade opposition elements and cleverly hold on to p&& Rower. In some cases, they
attempt to legitimize their actions by enacting self-serving % support their selfish plans. A
cursory look at the US Patriot Act will make this approa learer Under the Act, 'a person is
guilty of domestic terrorism if he or she is 1nv01ve a ct, within the territorial jurisdiction of the
US, that is ‘dangerous to human life’; that is, Q\\} ation of the criminal laws of a state or the United
States, if the act appears to be intended OQ

a. intimidate or coerce a civ1113\/ lation;

b. influence the policy ernment by intimidation or coercion; or

c. to affect the co a govemment by mass destruction, assassination or kidnapping'®.

There are variou 0 s prescribed in the Act, including the seizure of assets, to deal with anyone

that violates visions of the Act. In this particular example, the definition of domestic terrorism

p
is very broad that it could be used against any opposition group whose activities are considered
tantamount to intimidating or coercing an incumbent government to change or accept a particular
policy. In this manner, a self-serving anti-terrorism law could be used as a tool for obstructing the free

exercise of the people’s fundamental rights of dissent or protest. For leaders with dictatorial

propensities such as is common in many African countries, an expanded interpretation of domestic
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terrorism as illustrated by the US Patriot Act could serve as a veritable instrument for the suppression

of opposition groups and other dissenting interests.

During the 1990s and after the Twin Tower terrorist incident in 2001, the United Sates became more
disturbed about domestic terrorist activities perpetrated by the US citizens without any foreign
collaboration, though it started the global war against terror afterwards. In 1978, an in%ﬂual referred
to as Unabomber violently attacked university scientists, airline employees, €n r persons he
linked with a dehumanized technology-driven device. He killed three ns and injured 23
others with package bombs®’. Although terrorism has had tremendg@{dyerse effects on the global

political landscape for a very long time, never in the entire of mankind has it attained the

power and viciousness it displays in the present dispens@

Terrorism has imposed a new and dominant s@c outlook on the current global political system by

making every person a potential Vict@aﬂous dimensions. It is worrisome that news reports of
p

various acts of terrorism in differeﬁ\/ of the world have become a daily occurrence. It is either a

car bomb, suicide bombin %gé taking, plane hijacking, kidnapping or an assassination by an

aggrieved person or rgmsJ r the indiscriminate bombing of selected targets by state officials or

agents. The pai@a ity is that we are currently living in a world that is constantly being
el

traumatized% tless acts of terrorism. Consequently, safety of persons at any point is no longer

guaranteedgcause of the menace of terrorism and its global nature.

2. State Terrorism
State terrorism entails the use of force or the threat of force, to terrorize citizens and achieve a
political endstate without the actual declaration of war. State terrorism occurs when the existing

national government supports terrorists to further its own foreign policy objectives and national
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interests In order to label an act as‘state terrorism’, its consituent elements must be consistent with
those of non-state terrorism. The following key elements are reflective of state terrorism:
» a deliberate and vicious act of violence against persons for which the state has the
responsibility to protect, or a threat of such violent act, if a state of fear has already been
created through the preceding acts of state violence;

= the violent act must be perpetrated by actors on behalf of or in collaboration \g\the officials

and agencies of the state, including paramilitary groups and private secu@s;

» the violent act or threat of violence is aimed at inducing ext@g in some selected

observers of the main target who identify with the victim in ;&ve{y and

* the target of the act or threat of violence is compelle@ider changing their conduct in

N

some manner®s, \
State-sponsored terrorism could be classified as & %secret warfare’. It involves waging war
secretly through the use of terrorist surroga(\;\xbired agents. For instance, the United States had
been labelled a terrorist nation, throughgi ert sponsorship of Nicaraguan Contras against the state
in the 1980s. State-sponsored terroﬁi/ ually has the support of state authorities who supply arms,
funds and safe haven to @s.‘ State sponsorship could entail supporting terrorists with the

resources of a sovere&ati s diplomatic, military and intelligence services®.

3. Poli%orism
Political te%rism implies a politically-motivated form of terrorism. In reality, majority of terrorist
acts are politically-motivated. Terrorism has become a political weapon, which is used by activists
when all other means of effecting their desired change have failed to yield positive results. Terrorists
therefore resort to the systematic use of violence resulting in murder and destruction or the threat of
these to intimidate individuals, groups, communities, or governments into conceding to their political

demands. The ultimate aim is to induce fear in their targets, which is done deliberately to achieve their
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political endstate. The acts of violence carried out by terrorists send a political message to their
targets and its goal goes beyond demanding a perceived adversary's material resources. The victims or
objects of terrorist attacks have little intrinsic value to the terrorist group, but simply represent a

selected group of people whose reactions are important to the terrorists’’.

In Nigeria, political terrorism has been very pronounced in recent time. It involvewhe\creation of
heavily armed and organized militia groups whose agitations revolve around{t such as the
Niger-Delta development initiatives, resource distribution and control ry delineation and
maintenance, local government creation, religious and ethnic agend@n}gst others. In some cases,
government agents could also use a measure of political terror (—Qstlll fear in the citizens in order
to achieve their political aims. It could result in outrigh atlon of opponents. For instance, the

assassination of Dele Giwa, the murder of Kud1 bjola and the murder of Bola Ige are some

examples of politically motivated terrorism?°. Q

The late General Sani Abacha terro Q;whole of the country and the activities of his government
resulted in the death of m @dl ians and many others put in jail because they were considered as
threats to his admm&lon he prolonged incarceration of the immediate past National Security

Adpviser, Col Sa

into this cat.

4. Religious Terrorism

ki, Omoyele Sowore and many others by the present dispensation also fall

Religious terrorism simply implies acts of violence propelled by faith-based tenets. It is perpetrated
by fanatical adherents of certain religious beliefs. Religious terrorism defines an individual or groups'
opinions or interpretations of the teachings of a particular belief system. Terrorist acts under the guise

of religion and ethnic identities have become one of the most dreadful security threats of the post Cold
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War era. It is worthy to note that terrorists acts over the years have been carried out on religious
grounds with the aim of either spreading or enforcing a particular system of belief. Religious
terrorism has been broadened above a mere label to a set of distinct characteristics and substantive
submissions which seek to recognise it as a specific form of political violence that is concretely
different from other forms of terrorism’!. The discussion about the specific nature of religious

terrorism is hinged on several parameters, three of which are discussed in Figure 2.1 bglow:

®

Three Hypotheses of Religious Terrorism

Religious
terrorism

H 2
Different mode commitment
of violence to an ideology

nd fanaticism
\/ .

Figure: 2.1 ’\

Source: Agbibo 7

Itis com v argued that religious terrorists aim at attaining anti-modern goals of returning society
to idealized experiences of the past. They are therefore labelled as anti-democratic and anti-
progressive elements. For instance, the forces of history seem to be pushing international terrorism
backwards to the early years, with traces of the behaviour of ‘sacred’ terrorists clearly witnessed in a
terrorist organization such as Al-Qaeda’. Another scholar on his part argues that, religious terrorists

work to entrench an anti-modern political agenda. In his words:
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They have come to hate secular governments with an almost transcendent passion ...
dreamed of revolutionary changes that would establish a godly social order in the
rubble of what the citizens of most secular societies have regarded as modern,
egalitarian democracies .... The logic of this kind of militant religiosity has therefore
been difficult for many people to comprehend. Yet its challenge has been profound, for
it has contained a fundamental critique of the world’s post-enlightenment secular
culture and politics’?.

It is further submitted that religious terrorists have absolutist, inflexible, unrealistixw{ives devoid

A second important argument hinges on the motivation for ths@\of violence carried out by

of political pragmatism and are mostly hostile to negotiations.

religious terrorists. It is argued that religious terrorists empl ent form of violence from that
of secular terrorists. For example, it is debated th \ e religious terrorists, violence is a
sacramental act or divine assignment carried out ji\ditect response to some theological exposition’.
Furthermore, it is posited that religious terror@)hg e lofty religious aims and as such, are engaged in
a seemingly religious war. They do %ave an earthly constituency, therefore, they are not

constrained in their love for viQlen d absolutely take an apocalyptic view of violent religious

L)
struggle. Religious terrori ups have been known to be more violent than the other secular

terrorist groups and (%b,kp y use weapons of mass destruction.
Thirdly, @ued that religious terrorists have the propensity to demand absolute loyalty and
fanaticism from their members. This group of religious terrorists are characterized by the elimination
of doubt as well as an end-justifies-the-means view of the world. This identity is in contrast with the
supposedly more measured behaviour of the other secular terrorist groups’. Additionally, it is opined

that in many instances, the certainty of the religious viewpoint and the promises of benefits in the next

world are direct motivating factors to lure insecure, frustrated, alienated and marginalized youths to
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join religious terrorist groups as a means of psychological empowerment. Islamist terrorist connection
is presumed to provide social backing and meaning to life as a form of compensation for the spiritual
emptiness felt by potential recruits. It is also seen to provide a social and collective identity based
purely on the pride of being part of a jihad movement considered to be the only way of attaining the

power and glory of Islam’>.

2.1.8 The Nature of Terrorism in Nigeria ®

In recent time, the vicious activities of Boko Haram terrorists have beco \o\%he most worrisome
events in Nigeria. The terms, ‘Boko Haram’ were formed from sgparate words ‘Boko’ and
‘Haram’. The term ‘Boko’ is the Hausa word for western edu hile ‘Haram’ is an Arabic word
which figuratively denotes ‘sin’ but literally means ‘forbi B&%hen these words are pronounced in
the Hausa language, it highlights in clear terms t&& education is forbidden’””. However, the
term Boko Haram is vehemently rejected by (}\‘%Qup that prefers to be officially referred to as‘Jama
‘atuAhlis Sunna awatiwal-jihad’ mea 'IQ)eople committed to the propagation of the Prophet’s
e

teachings and Jihad’, or, more lite‘w\/ anslated as ‘Association of Sunnas for the Propagation of

Islam and for holy war’8, Q\ *

The exact date aram’s origin is still a subject of controversy, but most Nigerian sources
agree that it@ nnection with individuals involved with the Maitatsine uprising of the 1980s. The
Maitatsin&ising was apparently one of the previous attempts at imposing a religious ideology on a
secular and independent Nigeria. Despite this fact, it was agreed by most scholars that, a Muslim
cleric, Ustaz (Teacher) Mohammed Yusuf, established an Islamic complex including a mosque and an
Islamic boarding school in Maiduguri, Borno State. It is widely believed that Yusuf's efforts provided
the foundation for the establishment of the Boko Haram terrorist group’. The introduction of Islamic

Law (Sharia) in the 12 northern states in 1999 was deemed insufficient by those whose interests
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Yusuf and his die-hard followers represent. Their submission was that the country’s ruling class was
entirety enmeshed in corruption and even the Muslim northern leaders were irredeemably influenced
by the western-style ambitions. In their opinion, it was better to establish a complete Sharia state that

would clearly be more transparent and just than the existing political order®’.

The Boko Haram terrorist group is composed of dissatisfied northern youthwiofessionals,
unemployed graduates, Islamic clerics, ex-almajiri, that is, children who contin@dgrate for the
purpose of acquiring Quranic education, drop-outs from universities as e members of the
Nigerian political elite®!. It also includes some members of tate security agencies who
clandestinely support the group with training and timely int @ reports. The sect is alleged to
have over 40,000 members in Nigeria and some neighlx% rican countries like Chad, Benin, and

Niger®2. %

The Boko Haram sect keeps its membership @b’ke many other terrorist groups around the world.

It does not publicize the complete in about its hierarchies, structure or manifesto. However,

a closer scrutiny of the group revea& forms of hierarchical structure, though only few details are
known about its inner oper @Kfﬁrst known leader was the Late Mohammed Yusuf (1979-2009),
after whom Mallam San\U became the leader of the group in acting capacities. Afer the demise

of Yusuf, seve@ embers have assumed the leadership of the group at different times®?.

\)
Interesting@members of the terrorist group pay daily levies to their leaders, thus providing a firm
financial base for the Boko Haram sect. This is usually to augment funds obtained from attacks on
banks, ransoms from kidnapping and donations from political sponsors and other organizations within
and outside Nigeria. For example, in 2007, Mohammed Yusuf and Mohammed Bello Damagun were
arraigned at the Federal High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, for receiving funds from

Al-Qaeda operatives. It was alleged that Damagun on his part received a total of US$300,000 from
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Al-Qaeda to recruit Nigerians and provide training support for them in Mauritania for the purpose of
terrorism!%®, Similarly, Yusuf reportedly received substantial funds from Al-Qaeda operatives in
Pakistan, to recruit terrorists who would carry out attacks on the residences of foreigners, particularly

American citizens resident in Nigeria®4.

The Boko Haram terrorist group has been a serious security threat to the peace and st hty of Nigeria.

Its first known violent attack was on local government infrastructure, police sta@well as public

buildings in Yobe State, on 24 December 2003. The violent attacks led t mely death of over
30 people. In July 2009, government forces launched a counter anlnst the terrorists, thus
killing at least 700 members of the group. This response wa ) Boko Haram's attack on police

stations and other infrastructure. Eventually, the group @lohammed Yusuf, was killed while in
police custody®’.
Despite this government crackdown, the gro \%ch appeared to have gone into hiding, re-emerged

in a much more deadly and highlzed fashion. Subsequently, in September 2010, they

conducted a large-scale pI'lSOIl brea ed to the release of 700 prisoners, including over 100 of its
own members®®. The group’ us attacks have since increased substantially in frequency, reach
and lethality with th rocenf=bombing of a passenger train along Abuja - Kaduna rail line. Boko
Haram deadly a w occur almost on a daily basis across the nation, though mostly in the
northern sta igeria. They now periodically threaten the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja®’.

The con&nces of violent terrorist attacks are evident in the severe economic disintegration and
wanton destruction of lives and properties at the troubled spots of the country. Since 2009, Boko
Haram terrorists have carried out coordinated and sophisticated attacks on mainly police stations,

army barracks, prisons, religious centres, schools, and banks as well as other government

infrastructure and prominent dignitaries. These vicious attacks and heinous crimes and the heavy-
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handed counter-insurgency operations against the group have led to an estimated death of over 3,000

persons and significant displacements of people®®,

2.1.9 The Root Causes and Objectives of Terrorism
Several Studies have critically examined the root causes of terrorism as well as the underlying

objectives of terrorists. The identified causes of terrorism could be classified into sociQ- economic,
religious, ethnic and political and discussed as follows: ®
&
N

* Socio-Economic Root Causes ,\\ \
Poverty and unemployment have been identified by several st@?&\ducted by scholars and experts
as the most common causes of terrorism®. However, so % studies too have not established any
link between poverty, unemployment and terrori& e general opinion within the security and
intelligence circle is that, people who suffer ({:\Xic depravity would more likely resort to violence
as a way of expressing their grievanc their predicament. In effect, this opinion supports the
notion that poverty and unempldy% could lead to acts of terrorism®?. The theory of relative

deprivation explains that Apoof)le feel deprived of benefits they are entitled to, they become

discontent and depre&

Although, @nding the opposing argument, it has been established that poor economic

could resort to violence to express their frustration®’.

condition&h as lack of employment opportunities and poverty could compel people to join terrorist
organizations®. In similar vein, another study estsblished that, poor but highly educated people were
the likely group that could easily participate in terrorism®. A similar study conducted by two
scholars showed the link between education, unemployment and violent extremism and established
the fact that unemployed educated youths in Arab countries are more likely to be radicalized by

terrorist groups due to frustration and deprivation”®.

66



The dearth of socio-economic benefits has been found as a main cause of terrorism. Another study
discovered a negative relationship between lack of economic benefits and terrorism. The study further
submits that, countries that obstruct economic freedom are more prone to terrorist attacks than those
countries that promote socio-economic liberty”’. For example, the deterioration of socio-economic

conditions in the Middle East has contributed immensely to the various acts of terrogism around the

world®®. ®
&
N

The study above established that a relationship exists between @1\ economic discrimination
against minorities and domestic terrorism. A scholar reveale@untries that promote economic
discrimination against minority groups are more likely rience more domestic terrorism than
those countries where minority groups are not e&}% 1ly deprived”. Another scholar also gave
evidence to show that nations with higher ({:\Xic disparities between groups are susceptible to
increased terrorist attacks®!. Low in \%ﬂd economic inequalities have been established to be
possible immediate causes of terroﬁ\/. o other scholars highlighted evidence that, the higher the
income inequalities in a natin) the “greater the incidence of domestic terrorism!®'. In the course of
comparing two countr'es@en 1985 and 2012, two researchers found that, income inequality has a
correlation witm. In addition, another scholar gave a distinct non-linear income-terrorism

ich®posits that terrorist attacks are more pronounced in middle-income nations'®,

correlation @h
However,%er empirical studies have found no basis to assert that the income distribution in a nation

has any relationship with terrorism.

In northern Nigeria, it is commonly opined that violent extremism is caused by the socio-economic
challenges of the country'®. For example, it was argued that, poverty and unemployment are the

compelling forces responsible for terrorism in Nigeria. Furthermore, the study also asserted that, the
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high rate of youth unemployment has engendered poverty and insecurity in the country!'%, It is widely
accepted that socio-economic parameters such as poverty, unemployment, inequality, economic
under-development, inadequate education among others are responsible for the emergence and
persistence of Boko Haram terrorism!®. These assertions suggest that, the persistent poverty,
unemployment and under-development in northern Nigeria create the enabling conditions for young,
vulnerable people to be manipulated for easy recruitment by Boko Haram terrorists. élthough, many
studies have found no correlation between poverty and terrorism, the vicious€c &xpoverty and
unemployment make it easy for depressed, frustrated and vulnerable p% ecome targets for
Boko Haram recruitment. 4\\ \
e Religious and Ethnic Causes of Terrorism %(_3

It is common belief that terrorism is deeply rooted in rel@@ension and fundamentalism. There is

enough empirical evidence to support this position’ %ation to Boko Haram, religion and ideology

play a dominant role in their narratives. k@p is induced by extreme religious ideology and
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fundamentalism, which they adopt as yq basis to commit heinous crimes'”. The origin of the
id

Boko Haram sect is enmeshed 1n eology and fundamentalism, which they claim provides
justification for their viole 61’ . For example, the Boko Haram terrorists aim to promote Sharia
law and establish an s&@ aliphate in Northern Nigeria. Consequently, they have continued to
oppose western nd disposition, which they believe are against the teachings of Islam. This
confirms th etween terrorism and religious fundamentalism''®. In the study, Why do people
join Boko am? Scholars provided evidence that, ignorance about religious doctrines makes it easy
for unsuspecting adherents to be swayed into adopting extreme religious views, especially among
youths, in the surveyed northern states.

In addition, religious and ethnic conflits have led to several violent acts in Nigeria in recent time.

Historically, Nigeria's national security has been continuously threatened by intermittent ethno-

religious clashes. Although, it could prove a herculian task to link the emergence Boko Haram
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terrorism to religious or ethnic conflicts, some studies have found a positive and concrete link
between religious and ethnic contentions and terrorism. This implies that nations or communities that
are challenged by religious and ethnic tension can easily become breeding grounds for the operation

of terrorists''!.

e Political Causes of Terrorism V\

Several studies have established that most terrorist organizations have 1 \obj ectives as
justification for their violent actions. Other studies have also identified cert ameters as the root
causes of terrorism. These parameters include the obstruction 0@ liberties, corruption, weak
political institutions, political instability, weak government, hj @M‘ repression amongst others!!3,
Additionally, a study also identifies societies with large X multi-party systems as being more
susceptible to terrorism than those with few h &us systems'!>. Also, nations that have
embraced democracy and presumed to be bet@pped to curtail terrorist attacks have been seen to
be more prone to terrorist attacks than@ratically led nations!'®. In addition, democratic nations
which practice democratic ideals s‘tsél/% respect for civil liberties and free press have become more
vulnerable to terrorist oper: %s media activities sometimes obstruct counter-terrorism initiatives.
Similarly, some scholars\attrjbute the emergence of Boko Haram terrorists to the nature elite politics
practised in the c !5 In their submission, Boko Haram is seen as a political wing that enjoys the
sponsorshi oliticians. The Boko Haram sect is believed to have emerged from the struggles for
political ﬁence among northern and southern political elites, with the sole aim of controlling
political power in Nigeria, especially after the death of President Yar’Adua'!’.

In 2011, following the re-election Goodluck Jonathan, many political elites who had sworn to make
Nigeria ungovernable allegedly resorted to the use of Boko Haram terrorists as instruments of
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intimidation and destruction for political objectives''’. However, this assertion too may not fully

account for the emergence of Boko Haram. This is because other narratives of political and social
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phenomena could have equally contributed to the emergence of the deadly group. For instance, the
emergence of the Boko Haram terrorist group could be attributed to perceived bad governance,

inequalities, corruption and economic deprivation in Nigeria.

2.1.10 Terrorists Goals and Targets

In general, several literature suggests that terrorists operations are geared towards sp@: objectives
which provide the impetus for their actions. Studies have shown in clear terms fia ical, religious,
social and economic objectives could trigger terrorist operations'!8, The 0\ errorist targets and
the methods of attacks against such targets are directly influenced b)’(‘\l%e\t objectives of the terrorist

groups. For instance Boko Haram is known for its dislike fo@-l influences and way of life as
well as the liberty which democracy guarantees. Their desire to entrench Islamic laws and
preferences in northern Nigeris has never been in 0% > This objective is in consonance with that
of other terrorists organizations like the Isla@&te that aims to establish Islamic caliphate in the
Middle East. Q
The Boko Haram terrorist group i@;ed by their ideological and religious objectives and they
resort to vicious tactics to a Qe ém. Their anti-western stance also plays an important role in their
choice of recruitment gnd\radicalization strategies'!®.

N
2.1.11 Publ%rc ption of Terrorism
Not muc&erature has considered the perception of the public on terrorist actions. Despite the
devastating effects of terrorism, only a few studies have examined the public perception of terrorism
and the various associated counter-terrorism initiatives in the affected countries. Krueger examined

the attitude of the general public in one country towards political activities in another country . He

also considered the likelihood such public perception resulting in acts of terrorism!°?. His findings
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revealed the greater likelihood of terrorist attacks in a country with poor leadership and policies based

on the public perception of another influential country!®2,

In line with the findings of various studies on terrorism, it has been established that many Nigerians are
traumatized by the increasing level of insecurity occassioned by the spate of terrorist attacks across the
country. It is widely believed that the increased terrorist attacks are deeply roeted in Islamic
extremism.The results of a study conducted identified about 82% of respond %\ng negatively
disposed to terrorism induced by Islamic extremism while 10% were to sai orably disposed to
the activities of Boko Haram'®3. It could be deduced therefore t ’% 10% of respondents with

favorable disposition towards Boko Haram terrorists could b @\ ers who may share the same

ideology and religious inclination with the terrorist group. %\

In another related study on public perception &rism, the findings showed that, 95% of Nigerians

consider the Boko Haram terrorists a: %ior threat to the peace, stability and prosperity of the

country. In the same vein, it was ?% that only 3% consider the Boko Haram sect as a minor
threat!®*. Similarly, a rece t@)& on the public perception of Islamic extremism revealed that a
substantial proportion,of\the pOpulation in Europe and North America are seriously concerned about
the danger of Isl ‘\remisml%. This implies that the spate of terrorist attacks across the globe has
stimulated i@as d apprehension and negative public perception about the threat of terrorism.
Interesting@the authors were unaware of other studies that have confirmed the negative perception
of citizens about the menace of terrorism in their countries as well as goverment's counter-terrorism
initiatives.

In this regard, It is pertinent to state that, government's counter-terrorism initiatives are hinged on four

important parameters. These parameters are enumerated as follows:

1. Effectiveness at curbing terrorism.
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2. Effectivess at identifying and remedying the root causes.

3. Efficient and cost effective implementation.

4. Significant or overwhelming support from the populace.
The last parameter has been effectively utilized by many countries that are actively involved in the
fight against terrorism.Terrorists hinge their popularity on public support. It follows therefore that an
effective counter-terrorism initiative is one that has the capacity to dissuade thg public from
supporting the objectives of terrorists. The perception of the public about terrafisdr<s important in
this regard, as a safeguard against the objectives of terrorists and a sou mfelligence about the

possible root causes of terrorism. Public perception of terroris *a§51sts to identify terrorist

sympathizers who could possibly be potential terrorist recr% ffect a well appraised public

opinion about terrorism could assist the government, sec humanitarian agencies to articulate

and provide efficient support services to the Victirr@o ism.
2.1.12 Terrorism Recruitment Strat %Nigeria
S&

The Boko Haram and other terro ups engage in various recruitment drives to boost their

have over 6000 foot cruited from Chad, Cameroun, Mali, Libya and Niger!*®. The Boko

capacities to effectively co 1r nefarlous acts of violence. The Boko Haram sect is alleged to
Haram terrorist own for its long transnational reach demonstrated by its capacity to recruit
foreign fi ‘fo its operations. This was aptly expounded during discussions with an informant
about the@ect matter. Three important factors were considered in this regard, as being responsible
for the sect's long reach.!®®,

Firstly, Nigeria has a long stretch of porous borders and ungoverned spaces which aid illegal
migration into the country. This strategic lapse, coupled with the unpatriotic activities of corrupt

security agents, facilitate easy movement of unscrupulous elements into the country, most of whom

may be terrorists recruits. Similarly, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWANS)
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has a policy on the free movement of legitimately documented persons across the sub-region. This
political concession, which is aimed at promoting free trade and interaction among member states, is
mostly abused by criminals and mercenaries in conjunction with corrupt officials of government
within the sub-region. Such criminal elements who represent various terrorist groups, including
Boko Haram, would usually spare no efforts at circumventing the security systems in place.
Additionally, Malians, Nigeriens, Chadians and Nigerians in the northeast share s%l\ar religious,
social and cultural identities and these facilitate easy integration among th r ns within the
Sahel and Lake Chad regions. It is not surprising therefore that the Boko errorlst group takes
advantage of these factors to consolidate its recruitment drive to BN&capac1ty by engaging the

services of foreign fighters!®”.

It is therefore worthy to state that the international pos &e Boko Haram terrorist group has

clearly negated the widely believed flawed and e assertion that members of the sect are

mostly poor, disgruntled, illiterate Nigerian @ . The integration of the various communities

across the northeast and Lake Chad reg rly attests to the assertion that the Boko Haram terrorist
%
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group is not composed of only a pa roup of people or ethnic nationality

Q (Y
Terrorist organizatio K&s ffer human casualties when engaged by government security forces
hence require r manpower boost to make up for the losses and sustain their nefarious
activities?°!. %ht of such trend, the Boko Haram terrorist group indulges in various recruitment
1n1t1at1ve%e most terrorist organizations. Some studies have revealed that the common recruitment
techniques used by the Boko Haram sect include hypnosis, coercion, consent and the promise of

financial rewards to improve economic prowess?’,

Studies have also shown that many individuals
were induced by the promise of better remuneration to join the terrorist group, owing largely to

perceived lack of economic benefits, poverty and unemployment?®>,
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The inability of the Nigerian government to appropriately meet the demands of its work force has
created a loophole being exploited by the likes of Boko Haram terrorist group and others?®2. The
desire for a better life and improved standard of living, coupled with the narrative of USD 3000 Boko

Haram daily incentive, has propelled a lot of anxious individuals to get recruited by the terrorist
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group
Conscription is another notable recruitment technique employed by the Boko Haram tegrorist group to
boost its manpower status?”’. Interestingly, various reports have indicated @e%ko Haram
terrorist group has recruited over 8000 children into its fold since its eme wf 20009. It is reported
that majority of these recruits are engaged in both combat and othe@:e\s for the terrorist group®®”.
Additionally, young girls and women that are kidnapped by %aly sect are usually used as sex
slaves or forced to become suicide bombers. Other report \kted that some of these female recruits
work as cooks or taken into forced marriages inent members of the terrorist group?!'.
According to a report of the Global Terrori@abase, it was submitted that over150 incidents of

suicide attacks carried out by the Bo o%am terrorist group across the Lake Chad region were

is group of suicide bombers account for about 50% of the

linked to children and women recrﬁ%
number of suicide bombers Anfsh'e sect, making it the highest among the various terrorist groups. It
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also confirms the gro&' refefence for female and children suicide bombers

N
It has been d by various studies that the Boko Haram terrorist group engages women recruits
as suicid&nbers. They also subject these women to sex slavery, to produce children that would
continue to propagate their devilish ideology. This callousness by the terrorist group supports the
narrative that the products of forceful marriages are cost saving measures to prevent the high expenses
involved in the recruitment of foreign fighters. Furthermore, this method of breeding children to
continue their nafarious activities helps to consolidate terrorist propaganda and publicity as well as

their clandestine tactics of using minors to covertly carry out acts of terrorism with little suspicion?'“.
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The provision of cash loans by the Boko Haram terrorist group is also considered as another
recruitment technique by the sect to trap unsuspecting victims who are beneficiaries of the bate?!>. The
terrorist group gives loans to traders and jobless youths who are then conscripted in the event of loan
defaultment?'®. The Boko Haram terrorist group indulges in this technique as a deceptive business

initiative to cajole their victims into joining the vicious group?!’

. The victims of this evil plot are
thereafter deployed to provide needed information about the operations of the Multinational Joint

Taskforce (MNJTF), who are charged with the responsibility of conductd nter-terrorism

operations in the Lake Chad region®!®. %\b
4\\ \

One of the methods used by the Boko Haram terrorist group %gaunds for its violent activities is

the control of the fishing business in the Lake Char %ﬂ In this regard, the terrorist group
&

deploys conscripted loan defaulters to the various f& s in the Lake Chad region to raise money.
These defaulters are used as forced labour g&h@:y are able to repay their loans?'?. This business
technique is being adopted by the ter@roup to swell its manpower status in addition to fund
raising. Recent studies have also‘séﬁw

spreading the menace of te &It‘is not surprising therefore the level of information on the internet,
especially the social e@

terrorist group t1 ely used the provisions of the internet to recruit many of its fighters?2°.

the power and long reach of information technology in

lure youths into terrorism. There is no doubt that the Boko Haram

\)
EVidGIlﬂy,% statement made by the former Emir of Kano, Sanusi Lamido, validates this assertion.
The former Emir observed that societal moral values expeccted from the youths and even minors are
erroded through their obsession and unregulated exposure to the social media. He equally highlighted
the need to curtail the excesses of youths in their indulgence with the social media handles such as

Twitter, WhatsApp, Facebook and YouTube. Further, he warned about the high risk of indoctrination
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and manipulation of youths and minors by violent extremists who are constantly relating with

unsuspecting friends within the virtual space?®?!.

The sad tale of a community leader in Angwan Rimi in Jos readily comes to mind. He narrated how
his niece was lured into a forced marriage to a Boko Haram commander whom she purportedly met on
Facebook, in 2015. Every effort to trace her whereabout failed as it was reported thatshe travelled to
Maiduguri to meet her supposed friend and thereafter ended up in Boko Haran(c%.\ his is one of
the many sad tales of young men and women being clandestinely recrui e various terorrist
groups by violent extremists who have turned the social media to ;\ reQruitment platform. In this
light, he maintained that parents have the sole resposibili%({crranitoring the activities of their

children to avert more dangerous and sad experiences@e ore, it is important for parents and

guardians to ensure that children are not expos& orists' propaganda videos which aim to

indoctrinate unsuspecting victims. The Bok@n terrorists like other terrorists use propaganda

videos to spread their ideology and weep

extremism?23,
™

Radical religious doc@o@lso become an effective instrument of radicalization of adherents. The

ntiments in an attempt to lure their victims into violent

Boko Haram te roup is known to use this radicalization method in its recruitment drive??.
Most studie %)rism and Boko Haram have identified radicalization, false teachings, and mis-
represent& of religious tenets by quack clerics to decieve and recruit unsuspecting individuals into
the various terrorist organizations. Several studies have shown that many unsuspecting individuals
have been deceived into sympathizing with the terrorist groups by ignorant and quack clerics who
baselessly attribute the socio-economc challenges of the northeast to Western civilization??°. In the
same vein, a former commander of the MNJTF and an investigative journalist also confirmed the

potency of such negative narrative about western education and civilization as an instrument of
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recruitment and radicalization by terrorists. Western education and civilization are perceived as anti-
Islamic by the Boko Haram and other terrorist sympathizers, hence the false narrative is easily
employed to radicalize most ignorant Islamic adherents. The founder of the Boko Haram terrorists
group also used anti-Western sentiments and teachings to radicalize many uneducated, poor and

ignorant members who were presumed to be frustrated by the scheme of events in the northeast?>.

The Boko Haram terrorist group has continuously employed this recruitm @‘radicalization
technique to consolidate its violent operations within the Lake Chad regi \Mdny scholars in their
submissions have identified the slow pace of the government @Eering the socio-economic
outlook of the northeast as a boost for the terrorists. This is @he Boko Haram terrorist group
has continued to exploit the strategic lapse created by ent's ineptitude to propagate its own
ideology through false narratives and religious 1& thitation??®. It is pertinent therefore for the
Nigerian government to critically tackle the c@ges of unemployment, human rights infringements,
poverty, social exclusion, radicalizati(@eracy and inequality as well as other socio-economic

shortcomings. This will help to coﬂséﬁb

In summary, the prolonged r@nfce of the northeast and other northern states by the government

egative narratives of the Boko Haram terrorists??’.

has provided ample (&@es for the Boko Haram terrorists to respond to the immediate needs of
the citizens. The ist’group has been known to provide basic needs to citizens thus boosting their
influence in@leastm. The terrorist group provides food and levy communities to raise funds
and also p%de needed security in some instances. This is tantamount to establishing an alternative
government in those communities. Such social responsibilities attract sympathy for the terrorist group
among the populace who are easily recruited to advance the vicious activities of the Boko Haram

terrorist group?3!

. Therefore, so long as the government fails to step up the development of the
northeast region, the Boko Haram terrorist group will continue to consolidate its nafarious activities

there. The Boko Haram terrorist group would likely continue to advance its cause and expand its
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base within the Lake Chad region unless the government improves the capabilities of the relevant

security agencies to deal decisively with them.

2.1.13 Relationship between Terrorism and National Security
The menace of terrorism has posed a tremendous threat to the world because of its devastating impact
on national security. Over the years, terrorists have become more sophisticated in their approach and
the advancements in information technology has also enhanced their reach. Te((%\shave formed a
deadly global network with increasing potentials to acquire and utilize we mass destruction in
their operations. This apprehension has increased the urge globally a\ ecisively with the threat
of terrorism. In this respect, there has been a sharp increas QL olume of security reports and
studies, including seminars and conferences, to find a & the question of global terrorism and

its remedies?32.

The act of terrorism involves the use o % eat of violence to intimidate and coerce the citizens and
government of a nation for pohtlca <&g ous, ideological or other benefits. Such envisaged gains of

terrorism are usually not i w1th the overall national interests of the affected country, thus

threatening the well-b 1n§ ¢ citizens and the survival of a state?*,

The conce @n%mal security, on the other hand, focuses on safeguarding the sovereignty and
national mbests of a state as well as basic necessities that guarantee peace, prosperity, unity,

231 These core values can be eroded by

development and general well-being of citizens of a state
persistent use of violence against a state and its citizens, thus undermining national security.
Conversely, the absence of terrorism enhances peace, stability, progress and overall well-being of a

nation and its citizens. Therefore, there is an inverse relationship between terrorism and national

security.
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2.1.14 Terrorism and Social Media

Social media can be described as online-based tools and services that permit connectivity and
interaction amongst people linked to the internet. The news media has indeed provided the platform
for increased social, ideological and political engagements through the internet handles such as
Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and other platforms'3*. Terrorists are known to have de&ed websites
through which they advance their ideologies and transmit propaganda material@ally, terrorists
utilize the social media for recruitment, radicalization and fund raising as ther forms of cyber
crimes. Regrettably, despite the positive benefits of the social te{rorlsts have found a way

around it to promote terrorism using the power of connect1v1® the world. This negative trend

however, does not relegate the numerous advantages of't @wt and associated social platforms?3*,

The level of insecurity in Nigeria has rea Q@ alarming proportion with the news of human

casualties and destruction of property o: y basis. The various social media have also contributed

remotely to the current level of in as well as provided sufficient awareness for its remedy.
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application by unsc terrorist elements'®. Democratic norms which permit freedom of

The difficulty in controlli 1n? of the social media could have been responsible for its negative
expression hav@gatlvely exploited , due to the unlimited use of the social media, to undermine

national sec@in many instances.

The posting of fake news and other negative reporting tend to create fear in the populace and
sometimes promote terrorist agenda. This is detrimental to the peace and stability of the nation. Fake
news about terrorist operations could also cause ethnic and religious tension given the multi-ethnic

and multi-religious outlook of Nigeria. It is not uncommon on the various social media for users to
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advance their arguments about terrorism along religious and ethnic lines** . This trend portends great

79



danger to national security and cohesion. It is noteworthy too that the level of insecurity in various
parts of Nigeria have been aggravated through the improper use of the social media?** . In some cases,
negative or unbalanced reporting on the social media has led to unwarranted reprisals leading to the
destruction of lives and property. The various terrorist groups and other criminal elements also use
the social media to perpetrate heinous crimes. However, despite these negative consequences, the
social media platforms have also been proved to be effective in crime prevention an$)\ntr01235 .This
brings to the fore the urgent need to regulate the use of the social media i 1n 1n the overall
national interests. The need for peaceful co-existence among the variou d religious groups
cannot be over-emphasized. Suffice it to mention that peace and\ il'\ty are critical to national
development in any nation and Nigeria cannot be an exception@}:gard.
N\

2.1. 15 Terrorism and National Security in Nige i®

The statement credited to President Muham xuhari of Nigeria at the 73rd Session of the United
Nations General Assembly observed tha orlsm and insurgency, particularly in the Sahel and
Lake Chad Basin, are remotely ca y domestic actors and other international dynamics. He
further highlighted the com y f the international jihadist movement, escaped fighters from Iraq

and Syria as well as the fragmentation of Libya. In response to the ensuing threat, the

President solicited lobal action to defeat the threats of terrorism?®. This statement further

confirms th reasing level of insecurity in the Lake Chad region as well as the capacity of terrorist

groups s% as Boko Haram and its splinter elements, the Islamic State West Africa Province

(ISWAP), to consolidate its violent operations across northeastern Nigeria?3¢.

Various studies have been conducted to appraise the contributions of state and non-state actors at the
national, sub-regional, and regional levels, to degrade the operational capabilities of the Boko Haram

terrorist group as well as its recruitment strategies 237. At the domestic level, the Nigerian government
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has actively participated in a stream of administrative, legislative, and inter-agency collaborative
initiatives involving local institutions and international agencies, to defeat the menace of the Boko

Haram terrorism?38.

Some of the counter-terrorism measures explored by the Nigerian government involved the multi-
faceted approach which encouraged persuasion, dialogue and consultation with pogil, religious,
and community leaders in the various communities affected by the violent ac% f the terrorist
group. The essence is to counter the negative narratives of radicalizatio r adverse doctrinal
content. Furthermore, the government also declared a state of gg\A\}\m Adamawa, Borno, and
Yobe States, to set the stage for full military operations a @ terrorists. This initiative was
equally accompanied by the five-year trade embargo \ ce, covering the Dikwa-Maiduguri-
H

ies of the Boko Haram terrorist group??°.

Gamboru-Ngala routes, to eliminate the transnatio a?%
Another laudable initiative was the 1ntr0duc(7§f\the National Action Plan in 2017, for preventing
and countering extremism. The plan imed at boosting the capacity of security agencies to
decisively defeat violent extremism& %ails the entrenchment and enforcement of the rule of law
and the prevention of h 1nfr1ngements It also focuses on the enhancement of effective

community engage pacity building, strategic communication as well as resilience by the

various stakeholde feat violent extremism?*!.

Addltlon®other initiatives such as the Buhari Plan of 2016 was also introduced. It is meant to
promote effective and transformative engagements between the government, religious organizations
and the communities plagued by the violent activities of the Boko Haram terrorists in the northeast>*.
In the same vein, the recently introduced Presidential Committee on the North-East Initiative was
charged with the responsibility of evolving an effective and comprehensive framework for the

rehabilitation, reintegration and reconstruction of devastated communities in the northeast?*.
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The introduction of Operation Safe Corridor was another step at eradicating the threats that terrorism
poses to national security. The operation was targeted at eliminating terrorist recruitment and violent
extremism, ensuring de-radicalization, rehabilitation and reintegration of repentant Boko Haram
terrorists into the larger society. The redeeming activities involved several levels of psycho-spiritual
therapy and evaluations by religious clerics and psychology professionals?*. Other cunter-terrorism
efforts aimed at cutting off the sources of terrorist funding to degrade their operdti apabilities. In
this regard, the Nigerian government is partnering with the Inter-Govern tion Group against

Money Laundering in West Africa, in consonance with the 1& ta, of the Financial Action

&

The National Assembly comprising of the Senat 3® House of Representatives also provided

Taskforce on Counter-Terrorism Financing?®.

their legislative inputs through the amendmer@e errorism Prevention Act of 2011. The amended
law was emplaced to facilitate inter-ag llaboration against terrorism among the various security
agencies. It was aimed at enhancin‘g\t;ﬂ&a\pacity of law enforcement agents to detain and prosecute
persons alleged to be sp %&n‘d members of terrorist organizations?*’. It also increased the
capacity of relevant estaglisliients to deal robustly with the sponsors of terror-related activities. The
amended law al &oved the death penalty to be meted to suspected persons and members of
organizatio %e been found guilty of committing and facilitating acts of terror in the country?+’.
These legi®nve remedies also involved the strengthening of the Money Laundering Prohibition Act
of 2011 as well as the establishment of the National Financial Intelligence Unit (NFIU) by financial
institutions. The NFIU was established to detect and block the sources of funding exploited by

terrorist organizations such as Boko Haram and other violent groups?*.

2.1.16 Terrorism Faith-Based and Civil Society Organizations
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Studies have shown that the Muslim and Christian dominated communities as well as places of
worship within the Lake Chad region are mostly affected by the Boko Haram terrorists' attacks. The
casualty figures recorded as a result of such violent attacks gave over 2134 fatalities within both
communities in 20182%°. The consequences of these vicious terrorist attacks are grievous, as they have

worsened the already deteriorating and tense Christian-Muslim relations across the affected
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In an attempt to remedy the situation, both dominant religious groups hav, ted meaningful and

communities in recent time>°.

peaceful interface to collectively fight against the evil forces of Vig’\r&x{remism and radicalization
across the West African sub-region?!.This was achieved with (Eborative efforts of the Coalition
of Civil Societies, comprising of over 5000 registered %es251 . Religious leaders also play an
important role in countering the Boko Haram terr&is\% e narratives. This is achieved through the

correct interpretation of religious doctrines t &er the ideological propaganda mostly propagated
i C

by Boko Haram terrorists to recruit ig@ members?>?. A good example was set in Sokoto State

where the Muslim Community ostﬁx&i%é

hinder the indoctrination of \@Nb’le persons through his radical ideology.

Kabiru Sokoto, the alleged terrorist, from the state so as to

Additionally, the timgly\and“€ffective collaboration among the various religious groups and civil
society organizati ve culminated in several peace engagements and peace-building initiatives in
the various %ities affected by the nefarious activities of the Boko Haram terrorists?*2.

In July 20% one of such peace-building engagements was organized by the International Alert
Nigeria (IAN). It was done with the active collaboration of the religious groups within the affected

communities of Borno, Adamawa and Yobe States, which are considered the most terrorists impacted

regions of Nigeria?>>,
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The peace initiatives and peace-building engagements were targeted at strengthening the resilience
and re-integration of women and children, enhancing peace-building in the Boko Haram terrorists
impacted communities as well as consolidating the efficient interface between local vigilantes and
security agents in the troubled communities. It is expected that these remedial peace initiatives would
assist the affected groups to find lasting solutions to the challenges of radicalization, diversity
management, peaceful coexistence and intolerance. The overall goal is to achieve systainable peace

and mutual trust among the various target communities, irrespective of theu(rz/\.ls beliefs and

social inclinations. %\b

\

The collaboration between the Borno State Government and (_o)m State Islamic Association to
establish peace clubs has also been widely applauded. T was to design the curriculum used for
the teaching of peace studies at the primary and s (}% levels for both the Western and religious
schools or Madrasas**. The laudable 1n1t1at|c\§\ntroducmg peace studies and peace clubs would

facilitate sound religious doctrinal teé% in consonance with the provisions of the holy books

(Bible and Quran). This 1nforme sition would in turn eliminate the false narratives and
dangerous ideologies propa Q y Vlolent extremists to recruit ignorant children. These initiatives
have raised the aware e 1 and sundry on the dangers of extremism as well as enhanced social
cohesion and mu @l within the target communities. It was not surprising therefore that a former
Chief of A %Lleutenan‘[ General Tukur Buratai, at a routine Nigerian Army religious seminar
with the thege “Countering Insurgency and Violent Extremism in Nigeria through Spiritual Warfare”,

appealed to religious groups and leaders to support ongoing efforts at ridding the country of the false

narratives and religious ideologies that promote terrorism?>>,

It was submitted that false religious narratives and ideologies have enhanced the capabilities and
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recruitment drives of the Boko Haram terrorists and ISWAP over the years It follows therefore,
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that the menace of terrorism could be decisively defeated if these false religious narratives are
eliminated. Accordingly, this could be achieved through collective efforts and the sustained interface
among religious groups, affected communities and the security agencies*’. It is worthy of note
therefore, that sustained inter-faith and cultural engagements involving the local communities and

civil societies would promote peaceful co-existence and tolerance. It is important too to eliminate

(83

2.1.17 Terrorism and Regional Collaboration \b

false narratives so as to defeat terrorists’ recruitment efforts>s.

In an attempt to address the menace of terrorism, Nigeria has bee&y\ Ived in several engagements

with state and non-state actors at the international level. %(;anple of such interface is its

collaboration with the Trans-Saharan Counter-terroris %nership (TSCTP) and the Islamic
N

elimination of terrorists' false narratives

Military Alliance (IMA). The collaboration is ai@
and ideologies, particularly those propagate®80 o Haram and ISWAP?*®, Additionally, The

Regional Strategy for the Stabilizatiovery and Resilience (RSSRR) was introduced in the

communities ravaged by the Viole\sé/&@

participation of the United Ql MAfrican Union and other non-state actors.

ities of the Boko Haram terrorist group, with the active

The RSSRR initiati\& iliZeS a multi-faceted approach that allows governments, civil societies,
religious organiz % and communities to boost the institutional capacity to fight against terrorism
and all its t th the ravaged areas®®. These interface, partnerships, and initiatives instituted by
states an&n-state actors in degrading the capacity of the Boko Haram terrorist group, were
calculated to identify the major supporters of terrorist organization. Thereafter, measures were put in

place to eliminate their negative ideologies and recruitment capacities.

In this regard, the ECOWAS joint military alliance, under the Multinational Joint Taskforce

(MNJTF), recorded some successes by stopping the territorial expansion of the terrorist organizations
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and relegating it to other parts of the continent. The MNJTF has also degraded the capacity of the

terrorist organizations to conduct coordinated attacks?%

. The recapturing of Baga and other ravaged
communities previously dominated by the Boko Haram terrorists has grossly diminished their

recruitment and fund raising drives.

Accordingly, it is worthy to state that, the various measures and initiatives introduceduby the relevant
authorities at the national, sub-regional, and regional levels have achieved tre@ successes by
strictly curtailing the expansion of the Boko Haram terrorists. In the s i) the trade embago
imposed along the Dikwa—Maiduguri-Gamboru-Ngala trading rou, %Qeriously limited the illicit
funding of the vicious activities of the terrorist group?!®. Th %(@mentary engagements by faith-
based organizations and clerics against the Boko Ha@rlsts' false narratives and ideologies

to the overall successes recorded by the

within the northeast, have equally contributed i@
collective regional collaboration. Q&\

2.1.18 Dimensions of Ter@lin Nigeria

The unprecedented hi vel of insecurity in Nigeria in recent time, has had devastating effects on the
generality of the @ace, with serious threat to national security. It has become common news almost
on a dail «the onslaught of terrorists against civilians and security agencies as well as the
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destruction of national assets*°®. The following are the various dimensions of terrorism in Nigeria:

1. The violent activities of the Boko Haram terrorists group in the North-East, North-West and

North-Central geopolitical zones of Nigeria.
2. Criminal violence and banditry in the North-West Region and the Niger Delta areas.
3.  Inter-communal and ethnic conflicts in various parts of Nigeria.
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4.  Frequent clashes between farmers and herdsmen in the northern and southern parts of Nigeria.

5. Violent criminal gangs and Niger Delta militants involved in oil-related violence in the Niger

Delta areas.

6.  Political violence by militant groups in the South-East and South-South Regions.

7. Violent protests across the nation.
8. Election-related violence. \V\
0. Violent cult activities in most parts of Nigeria. <(/:

&
N
In line with intelligence reports and existing literature, clashes %%n@e \the Boko Haram terrorist
group and the Nigerian Armed Forces heightened in Borno S&in 2019 and 2020. The period
witnessed the commencement of more intensive air stri inst the terrorist group?®. However, in
October 2019, the Boko Haram terrorist group glailped™its first attack against the Nigerian Armed
Forces in Sokoto State, signifying terrorists e%ﬂon of the northwestern part of Nigeria. According
to reports by the Armed Conflict Locat vent Data Project (ACLED), an NGO, the latter part of
2019 witnessed a 7 per cent %&rom 2018 statistics of terrorists activities in Borno State,
notwithstanding the active @e -terrorism operations by the Nigerian Armed Forces. Thereafter,
violent terrorist activ@&o&ﬁued to increase in 2020773,

N
The ISWA@ulani herdsmen were responsible for heightened terrorist attacks in the early part of
2020, as compared to most parts of 201927, The period witnessed intense terrorist attacks against
civilians and security agents, including IDPs, within the various communities in the North East of
Nigeria?’. For instance, in February 2020, a deadly terrorist attack at a checkpoint in Borno State, left

30 people dead. Also, in March 2020, another terrorist attack killed about 47 Nigerian soldiers at
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Gorgi Village in Borno State. It was thereafter reported that, about 98 Chadian soldiers were equally
killed by the same terrorists in a deadly attack on Boma Island, in the Lake Chad area?’s.

Consequently, increased military operations resulted in the killing of about 1, 609 terrorist fighters and
375 security agents between February and April 2020. Within the same period, Boko Haram terrorist
group was reportedly responsible for the killing of about 240 civilians?’®. In another incident in Borno
State, the Boko Haram terrorist group conducted several large-scale attacks in Jumg 2020, killing

several residents of the Gubio Local Government Area (LGA) ?’8. Equally, In ](e%*\er 2020, more

than 380 students were kidnapped by Boko Haram terrorist group and lat6$ in Katsina State by

security forces. ,\\
The Boko Haram terrorist group has reportedly expande ontler from the north-eastern part of

Nigeria to the north-western States of Kaduna, K ts\% okoto and Zamfara as well as the north-

central State of Niger. Niger State had been ‘\dlng with intense farmer-herdersmen clashes and

other organised crimes prior to the i the Boko Haram terrorists?’3. Also, In 2020, it was
reported that the collaboration betwe dits and Boko Haram terrorists led to the attack that killed
15 members of Borno Gove onvoy In the same fashion, retaliatory air interdiction by the

Nigerian Airforce was sge against the terrorists®’>.

Furthermore, in Ja ‘\0 security reports confirmed the location of ISWAP checkpoints on the
Damaturu - '% gtiru Road as well as the kidnapping of several persons plying the road. It was
reported that WMEWAP's strategy was to isolate Maiduguri. Consequently, Operation Tura Takaibango
was introduced to counter the unfolding terrorist threat 2’8, The enomous security threat witnesed in
Nigeria is most pronounced in the quantity of sophisticated military amarment in the hands of

terrorists?’’. Evidently, there is an urgent need to boost the capabilities of the Armed Forces and other

security agencies in their ongoing efforts to rid Nigeria of terrorism.
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2.1.19 Criminal Violence and Banditry in Nigeria

The North-West and North-Central Regions, particularly Zamfara, Sokoto, Niger, Kaduna and Katsina
States witnessed continued violent attacks from 2019 till date, by criminal elements and bandits who
were recently classified as terrorists by the Nigerian government®®’. Their activities have manifested in
various forms till date with adverse effects on the populace. Reported cases of armed robbery, murder,
rape, kidnapping for ransom, cattle-rustling , to mention but a few, have been on th %ecent time.
These criminal terrorist acts have resulted in forced displacements of people, @eir communities,
food scarcity, increased sexual and gender-based violence, a high numbe ut-of-school children,

\
and general economic hardship. These adverse consequences of Q&(ism call for urgent remedial

actions to entrench peace and stability in the country. &(,

Increased lawlessness and inadequate policing haé{en identified as underlying causes of banditry
and criminal violence in Nigeria®”’. In 20 &}nnesty programme instituted by the Governors of
Katsina and Zamfara States reportedlydai achieve its goals. This was due to lack of participation

by the major bandit groups and o@ﬁrist organizations operating in the regions. It was reported that
L)

the two influential bandit lga % Buharin Daji and Dogo Gyedi, were opposed to the initiative and as

such did not participate.\Equally, there were allegations of favouritism which was perceived as giving
the Fulani an ed&er the Hausa, thus instigating more Hausa/Fulani ethnic conflicts and farmer-
herdsmen .

In recent time, the country has experienced an upsurge in the spate of kidnapping for ransom. Rivers,
Bayelsa and Delta States have been identified as high risk areas, though increased incidents of
kidnapping have also been experienced in Kaduna, Katsina, Zamfara and Taraba states*®. Most of the

kidnappings usually target rich and important political figures and their families or relatives, though
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more recent report reveals that mass kidnappings also occur in the northern states, harassing whole
villages or pupils from schools, who are never able to pay the demanded ransoms. This further explains
the increased number of fatalities arising from kidnapping attempts by terrorists. The Armed Forces of
Nigeria have been responding to these threats by carrying out several air interdictions and ground
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operations**®. The involvements of community vigilante groups, civilian self-defense militias as well as

youth defence groups have contributed signifantly to the sustenance of counter-terrogism operations

against the terrorists. ®

According to the West Africa Network of Peace-building (WANEP)@d\bandits, now classified as
terrorists, were responsible for more than 1000 civilian fataliti@nuary -December 2019, in the

north-western part of Nigeria. The Council on Foreign N%ns (CFR), Nigeria Security Tracker,
maintained that the casualty figures attributed to t%& of bandits, were more than the number
of civilians killed by Boko Haram terrorist gr@q the same period®*®. Similarly, from February -
March 2019, multiple attacks by bandits %t civilians and security forces caused the death of about
400 people. In the same vein, the Nig@ch in 2019, recorded 4,410 fatalities due to terrorism and
1,313 fatalities due to violent c@lﬁactivitie& Furthermore, according to the casualty estimates given
by the Council on Forgigh R¥fations, over 1,100 persons were killed in Zamfara, Katsina, Sokoto,
Kaduna, Niger and ue to banditry, in 2018, and over 2,200 persons were equally killed in 2019.

In addition, it %al o revealed that over 1,600 deaths were witnessed from January — June 2020%%.

In 2020, about 400 people were abducted by terrorists for ransom in Kaduna State and more than 200
violent terrorists activities caused about 1,000 deaths, with about 50,000 internally displaced persons.
Equally, in 2020, Global Rights observed about 1,137 casualties as compared to the 974 deaths recorded
in 2019, owing majorly to banditry related criminality in the North-West Region. This figure was lower

than the combined casualty figure of 2,067, in 2019, for the North-West and North-Central Regions,
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according to the submission of the Nigeria Watch. The same source, Nigeria Watch, maintained that
terrorism was majorly responsible for violent deaths in Nigeria in 2020?38, Other worrisome statistics
include the abduction of more than 600 students from schools in northern Nigeria, from December 2020

to March 202128,

The terrorist attacks on schools in the North West Region of Nigeria are being carriedglay so-called

bandits. The term is now used to denote terrorists who operate in various forms (s</ ppers, armed

robbers, cattle rustlers, Fulani herdsmen and other armed militia who are 1 (Qtivated by money.’

In the early part of 2021, abduction of persons occurred in sever Its, of Nigeria. SB Morgen

observed in February 2021 that the Kagara school abduction (_e)f the deadly operations of the
‘%gological goals?’8,

terrorist group dominant in Northern Nigeria, with economt \%
The Boko Haram terrorist group assumed responsﬂ& %e mass kidnapping of school children in
Kankara, in December 2020. Jamestown’s ana@qnn, also observed that the successful kidnapping
of school children signified increased aram terrorists' influence in the area. According to
security reports, the Boko Haram terrdgi ad recruited violent local gangs to kidnap the students?®8.
™

A Brookings article als a@ that northwestern Nigeria has become the safe haven of increasingly
active terrorist gro@u h terrorist groups include the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS),
Jama’at Nusr%ls m wal Muslimin (JNIM), Al Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb, a splinter of Boko
Haram terr&group, popularly called the Islamic State in West Africa Province (ISWAP) as well as
the Fulani herdsmen of West Africa . According to estimates from an employee of the International
Crisis Group, about 500 people were killed due to criminal violence across the north-west of Nigeria in

May 2020%%, In June 2020, armed militia men on 200 motorcycles killed at least 20 people and stole

thousands of livestock in an attack against the Kadisau community in Katsina state®®,
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Reportedly, attacks by these bandits were attributed to the struggle for resources between farmers and
herdsmen. Meanwhile, these armed groups have now been accused of carrying out several acts of

criminality, as it is considered more rewarding than herding?®3.

2.1.20 Global War Against Terrorism

Over a defined historical period in the annals of international politics, the United Stgtes of America
(USA) and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic (USSR) were unparalleled powers in a
bipolar world order characterized as the Cold War Era®®!. Within the last t f this period, some
of the most prominent threats to the peace, progress and prosperity of @kr{d were confined to threats

of nuclear warfare, driven by the evident ideological confront@ ed by the East-West divide of

the global political landscape®*2. %

However, a shift from those threats took shape ‘\he collapse of the USSR and the emergence of the
United States (US) as the prominent an ralleled military, economic and political power of the

century. The shift was marred by the of democracy over communism and the emergence of neo-

liberal economics as the dom nomic philosophy shaping the world*°!,
With neoliberalism driy, &

balization and integration of communities across political, economic,
social and cultural ns the emergence of new challenges across the global socio-economic and
socio-politicas ape became evident. These emerging challenges include issues of environment,
ecology, eco%nics (poverty) and most recently the threats of transnational terrorism®%. The threats of
transnational terrorism following the 11 September, 2001 terror attacks in the United States, and the
persistence of trans-national terror groups operating in Russia, Africa, South East Asia and Latin
America epitomize those trajectories. Amid the growing fray, the approach to dealing with these
challenges has been a combination of greater cooperation through a multilateral approach and national

approach involving a unilateral initiative, across the global political spectrum®®. As counter terrorism
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measures of the two power houses complement the collective global response to emerging realities, the
20 April , 2013 tragic Boston Marathon bombings by two American citizens of Russian origin, was a
testimony that lapses in trans-national counter-terrorism measures brought to light evidence of a

counter-terrorism divide3°!.

Similarly, following the tragic events of 11 September 2001, the US-Russian Securi%ilations was
shaped by the global threats of trans-national terrorism, which culminated to mor(c%\)eration in the
form of strategic re-alignment on both sides. On one hand, the US and Federation worked
cooperatively on pressing international security issues with an integ’(&%t\rift in partnership largely
caused by political factors**®. From another lens, the corr@und on calculated fears that
technology coupled with geopolitical changes of the time \%result to the use of weapons of mass
destruction by non-state actors, such as terrorist groups, d the way for partnership and corporation
on the international security landscape. Both t@e States and Russia continued to raise the alarm
on the increase number of state and non-@tors capable of acquiring and using Nuclear, Biological
and Chemical Weapons®%. \<§/

Amid the growing global fra *ﬁsm, security relationship of the two power houses was driven by
cooperation along couptex-terrorism lines, largely defined by the sharing of intelligence on the
T

plot of New a d the gruesome attack of the Moscow Metro, making a stark realization that both

movement of terro and their operatives. Such a cooperation was fostered by the Time Square
countries are chd with a common danger of trans-national terrorism. A counter terrorism working
group comprising of US and Russian officials was agreed upon for a collaborative approach of
combating terrorism. In the Counter-terrorism Working Group, the United States and Russia have been
working together in the multilateral sector, to consolidate international counter-terrorism standards and

increase capacity building. Other objectives of the Working Group includes countering the ideological
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narratives of violent extremism, improving the transportation infrastructure security as well as the

maintenance and close cooperation on issues of law enforcement®’!.

In the wake of the Boston Marathon bombings, the role of the Counter-terrorism Working Group was
questioned in several fronts. On one hand, evidence of intelligence on activities of the two suspects
involved in the bombings during visits to Russia and the response of the task force,$r\ne under an
international scrutiny by several security institutions, analysts and scholars. On @r hand, it was
evident that a lapse in intelligence and a failure to act appropriately in re the eminent threat
posed by the activities of the suspect in both the Russian Federatig@ USA, either compromised

efforts by the Counter Terrorism Working Group or alarmed aut %%an both countries about the need

for progressive security cooperation®*! ®

When one takes an in-depth analysis of the diff({}t\error groups operating in the United States and the
Russian Federation, Al-Qaeda evidently, es as the umbrella trans-national terror group under
which all other groups operate. Alth(mé/&s\sian terror groups were founded under a different political
footing, there is a clearly @}s ideological factor bonding the groups to Al-Qaeda. Such an
ideological lens stems from thg=floodgates of religion, which is embedded in the defense of Islam and
the unleashing of a &r against unbelievers of Islam, in the name of Islam3®. All these groups are

with a view t@es rn culture is an affront to Islamic culture and oppose all forms of western concept

of society, g%mment and humanity in general®%.

In an effort to assert their influence and consolidate their presence in the society, these groups resort to
the use of violence, either through car bombings, hijacking airliners, suicide bombings and sometimes
hostage taking in public places, as seen in several of the terror strikes in Russia’®!. As the growing threat

of international terrorism became evident on the global stage, especially in the aftermath of the 11
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September, 2001 attacks on the Twin Towers in New York and Washington, Al-Qaeda emerged as the
main trans-national terror group operating in the United States’®. The subsequent arrest and detention
of many other Al-Qaeda operatives attempting to carry out attacks on targets in the United States further
supports the thesis on Al-Qaeda as the only transnational terror group committed to operating in the
United States. Retrospectively, terrorism in Russia has largely been driven by several groups, most of
which have clearly defined linkages to Al-Qaeda as the major transnational terrorist gro&
N

There are several explanations for the proliferation of terror groups in Russjia th the United States.
Firstly, the collapse of communism and disintegration of the Soviet &&\lgd to the breaking away of
most former Soviet control Muslim territories such as Uzbeklst L!}lstan and Dagestan, Chechnya,
where different terrorist organizations defined by a politi logy embedded in religious doctrines
emerged. Secondly, the collapse of the Taliban regl hanistan and the destruction of Al-Qaeda
safe havens in Afghanistan and Pakistan was 1@)\ by an encroachment of Al-Qaeda operatives into

the region, which led to an increase sup 0% terror organizations already operating in the region or
the formation of new organizations gb@vards advancing the cause of Islamic extremism under the
banner of Al-Qaeda’®*. Q

Finally, system level f: @\ as growing inequality and poverty caused by the global neo-liberal
economic factors roader spectrum facilitated mobilization efforts in either the formation or
recrultment a pport of groups operating in the region®*®. Paradoxically, the proliferation of terror
groups in R a is neither a historical accident nor a miscalculation, but geopolitical and structural
economic changes shaping communities of the region as a result of globalization, integration and the

contours of freedom?’!. Incidentally, cooperation between the US and Russia has been stalled by

Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.

2.1.21 International and Regional Actions Against Terrorism
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In recent time, terrorist threats have heightened in most parts of the world. African countries and
regional organizations have equally sustained ongoing counter-terrorism initiatives against threats in
East Africa, the Sahel, and the Lake Chad Region. The focus of such sustained counter-terrorist
initiatives is the prevention of the influx of terrorist groups and their affiliates into new operating

environments in West Africa as well as South Africa.

In East Africa, Al-Shabaab enjoys a safe haven as well as access to resour s%ecruitment of
sympathizers into its fold. This terrorist group also exercises effective ver large parts of
Somalia, from which it enjoys freedom of action and demonstrate&k{n\ous capacity to carry out
deadly attacks on targets in neighboring Kenya. It was rep (t_@t Al-Shabaab has continued to
sustain its allegiance to al-Qa’ida within the region. The is also observed to conduct operations
aimed at reducing the influence and capabilities of 0% orist groups linked to ISIS in the region,
that carry out suicide bombings against Somali @orces in greater Mogadishu®!”.
N
The African Union Mission in Sont %ISOM) and Somali security forces have also sustained

cooperation with the United @s}o subdue Al-Shabaab, primarily through combined counter-

terrorism initiatives a§< astprovements in the governance of southern Somalia. In the same vein,

the United States k

Africa in thei@) i

and border Se€urity, advisory inputs for regional security forces, training and mentoring of law

dintained their collaboration with East African partners across the Horn of

to evolve a robust counter-terrorism capacity. The US support covers aviation

enforcement agents in crisis management and investigation activities as well as perfecting criminal
justice sector reforms. On the other hand, the East African partners have been involved in several
initiatives aimed at the development and expansion of regional cooperation mechanisms, to interdict

terrorist movement and other terrorism-related activities3?!.
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In the Lake Chad Region, ISIS-West Africa (ISIS-WA) which split from the Boko Haram terrorist
group in 2015, have also been actively conducting violent attacks against civilians, government
officials and security forces. Such deadly attacks have caused several deaths and injuries as well as the
destruction of property. At the home front, Nigeria has equally sustained its collaboration with its
neighbors, Cameroon, Chad, Niger, and Benin. These countries have in recent time engaged the various
terrorist groups in the sub-region through the combined operations of the Multinati$11\ Joint Task
Force.The goal has been to facilitate governance and provide adequate security fo@ulacem.
&
N

The United States have maintained their support for the Lake Chad R ml\the fight against terrorism.
The counter-terrorism support has covered the provision of adv% lligence, training, logistics and

equipment to the countries within the Lake Chad R@‘ e US has also facilitated various

stabilization efforts covering defection, demobilizgti isengagement, de-radicalization, and re-

integration initiatives. The adverse effects of Q‘J\\e Boko Haram terrorists and ISWAP attacks on

the civilian population is enormous. Tnts attacks have resulted in the displacement of over 2

million people and about 10 million}{/ in need of humanitarian support, especially in northeastern
Nigeria®?*, Q\ *
C

In the broader Sah various terrorist groups have consolidated their operations in the north and
central parts %ﬂ the border areas around Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger. These terrorist groups
include afﬁ&s of Al-Qa’ida and ISIS, such as Jama’at Nasr al-Islam wal Muslimin (JNIM) as well as
ISIS-Greater Sahara (ISIS-GS) and other independent terrorist groups. The spate of attacks in the
Western Sahel region has heightened significantly from 2018. The countries within the Sahel region
have remained determined in their combined efforts against terrorism. However, a major setback has
been inadequate capacity to decisively degrade and defeat the terrorists. Suffice it to mention that the

G5 Sahel Joint Force, comprising of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger, was established
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in 2017, to carry out counter-terrorism operations against the terrorists ravaging the region. The G5
Sahel Joint Force has remained determined despite its shortcomings, with promising potentials as an
effective coordination initiative. The combined efforts of France’s Operation Barkhane, with 5,200
troops and the UN Multi-dimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) in the

region, plays an important role in degrading the terrorist groups and enhancing the level of security *!°.

The identified terrorists groups constantly provoke communal conflicts and
leaders to support terrorist operations by advancing divisive claims against.0 oups. For example,
in Nigeria, terrorists are known to exploit existing clashes between th‘\%h{ and Fulani ethnic groups,
as well as the perennial farmer-herdsmen conflicts over gra 'Q&r&s, to recruit sympathizers and

consolidate their political and operational objectives®?. ists have sustained their attacks on

military outposts, kidnapped foreign citizens as well s,\@ nitarian workers. They have continued to
attack churches, mosques and schools teaching@n curricula as well as eliminate civilians. In Mali,
the government has been unable to exercis control over northern and central parts of the country.
Burkina Faso has also experienced hé’s&h/ d spate of terrorism in its northern and eastern provinces as

% of the country. Equally, there has been an increase in violent

well as the southern and we p
attacks by terrorists within\the Pérder areas of the Sahel region?2%.

Terrorist activities % ted in the central and southern parts of Africa in 2019. In the eastern part of
the Democrat@%lic of the Congo (DRC), the ISIS-linked Allied Democratic Forces (ADF)
conducted &nt attacks against Congolese civilians, the DRC Armed Forces (FARDC), and UN
peacekeepers. The attack by the terrorist group accounted for the death of more than 300 civilians in
Beni Territory as at 13 December 2019, and the media also reported about 32 additional fatalities as at
18 December 2019. Subsequently, the group advanced plans for a significant increase in attacks against
civilians, in retaliation to ADF FARDC operations carried out on 30 October 2019. The ISIS affiliate in

Mozambique also conducted several violent attacks in northern Mozambique, resulting in the deaths of
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over 350 civilians and the internal displacement of about 60,000 people. However, South Africa,
experienced a reduction in suspected terrorism-related attacks in 2019, compared to the high incidents
of violent attacks witnessed in 2018. Other terrorist groups, including ISIS operational networks and
cells that were first publicly acknowledged by the South African government in 2016, have also
remained potent threats in the region3?’.

Terrorist activities in Burkina Faso heightened remarkably from 2018-2019, with membeggs of JNIM and
ISIS-GS conducting large scale violent attacks against prominent political ﬁgur@an population
and Burkinabe security forces. Individuals who are known affiliates of s% orist organizations
have also continued to carry out targeted assassinations, Improvise logive Device (IED) attacks,
raids on security and military outposts as well as to ignite inte{g?(@nal clashes and displace local
inhabitants in the far north and east of Burkina Faso®?. \*

The Burkinabe government equally conducted the m ®te CT operations in its history within the
northern and eastern regions of the country. {gﬁy, the Burkinabe government has also boosted
its intelligence and investigative capacii counter increased terrorist activities in the country,
though with limited success, as terro ‘[&;[s have remained pronounced. The strategic objectives of
the terrorist groups was to sj %oﬂy obstruct the movement of Burkinabe security forces in the
northern part of the cqun ough the destruction of bridges, using IED attacks. Such violent

>

terrorist attacks s

a terrorist att@n he Koutougou military outpost in August 2019, about 24 soldiers were killed and

hindered the operational capacity of Burkinabe forces. For instance, during

13 others wete’ wounded. The attack was considered the largest ever conducted against the security
forces by the terrorists. Also, in November 2019, terrorist fighters assassinated the Mayor of Djibo
and a Parliamentarian of the Sahel region. It was labelled the highest-level political assassination to date.
Additionally, in November 2019, other affiliates of the terrorist groups carried out a vicious attack on
the civilian population. It was a targeted attack on a convoy of vehicles conveying employees and

contractors of a Canadian mining company, thus killing over 39 people and wounding about 60 others.
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Similarly, in December 2019, ISIS attacked and killed 7 security personnel and 35 civilians,
predominantly women. This stream of terrorist attacks has triggered renewed offensive against terrorist
organizations by Burkina Faso’s security forces. In a retaliatory attack, Burkina Faso's security forces

reportedly killed 80 terrorists while defending their base!.

100



The Burkina Faso security forces have withdrawn from some military and police outposts in the
northern part of the country, owing to incessant terrorist attacks. Burkinabe forces reportedly deployed
a sizeable force and conducted two major CT operations in the eastern and northern parts of the country.
The clearance operation was decisive. However, allegations of human rights abuses during the CT

operations aggravated tensions between civilians and the state. Consequently, most aggrieved

(83

In 2019, the Burkinabe government promulgated two decrees for the co \i\gl of defense forces

civilians were encouraged by such abuses to join the terrorist groups®2%.

and public servants who fall victims to terrorist attacks. The initiativ ained at encouraging public

support for the state in the fight against terrorism. Equally, i@burkina Faso held the rotating

presidency of the G5 Sahel and has sustained its colla@with the G5 partner countries, Mali,
t

Mauritania, Niger, and Chad, to coordinate their & response to terrorism and other violent

crimes in the region?°, Q&\
In response to the incessant threats b@r\ism, Burkina Faso convened an extraordinary summit on

counter-terrorism for membe A‘[he'Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and
G5 Sahel heads of sta&& eptember, in Ouagadougou. During the summit, ECOWAS member
states resolved set 4 ¢'a $1 billion fund from 2020 to 2024, to sponsor mutual CT programmes that
include borde@u ity, terrorism financing, information sharing, and intelligence coordination. Also,
Burkina Fa&ontributes one peacekeeping battalion in Mali, as part of the United Nations mission.
(MINUSMA). Burkina Faso’s total UN force contribution is over 1,626 personnel, making up six
peace-keeping and special political missions3?3.

In 2019, Cameroon witnessed a resurgence of terrorist activities in the far north of the country. The

Government of Cameroon attributed most of the terrorist attacks to BH, though it was reported that

ISIS-WA was probably responsible for majority of the violent assaults. According to Amnesty
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International, about 275 people were killed by Boko Haram terrorist group and ISIS-WA in 2019 and
about twice the fatalities was recorded in 2018. It was reported that the terrorist groups targeted
civilians in villages on the western border with Nigeria and in the northern part of the region, within the
Lake Chad Basin. They conducted ambushes, abductions, raids, beheadings, and targeted killings of
local vigilante committee members. Additionally, reports indicated that the terrorists targeted more
soldiers and military posts compared with the violent incidents carried out in 2018. Alse, in 2019, ISIS-
WA changed from confiscating resources and collecting illegal taxes from local®cking villages
and security forces in the northern parts of the region. Similarly, in June 2 -WA conducted an
attack on Darak Island, near the Lake Chad Region, which led to OVK de@ths out of which 16 were
security forces. This was considered the highest number of cas@m an attack since the influx of
terrorists into Cameroon in 2014. Following the two dis§ cidents of separate attacks, ISIS-WA
fighters hoisted their terrorist flag in several localitie w\é he region3?’.
Q
)

In May 2019, the Cameroonian Governm I%sned the border crossing with Nigeria at Amchide, in the
northern part of the country. The bor&@s}ng had been closed since 2014. The closure of the border
adversely affected bilateral tr. %‘Nigeria and Chad. In July 2019, the Cameroonian Government
introduced a USD2.5 i% itiative that will be of immense benefits to youths resident in those
areas most impact &oko Haram terrorist attacks. Additionally, in August 2019, the Cameroonian
President, P % provided financial and material aids to the vigilante groups involved in the
fight again&ko Haram terrorists and ISIS-WA. Equally, in 2018, the government proclaimed
efforts to establish rehabilitation and re-integration centers for Boko Haram recruits in Meme, in the
northern part of the country. Regrettably, the initiative has not materialized, though a substantial
number of ex-combatants defected from the Boko Haram terrorist group and surrendered to security

forces1?.
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Cameroon has actively continued to collaborate with the international community in conducting CT
operations. In this regard, Cameroon also contributed to the MNJTF CT operations. Its involvement
centers mainly on the provision of intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance flights by two U.S.-
donated C-208 Cessnas. Cameroon has also remained an active member of the Global Coalition to
Defeat ISIS as well as a member of the Trans-Sahara Counter-terrorism Partnership (TSCTP). The
Government of Cameroon has sustained collaboration with the United States, to enhaﬁ\the capacity
of its security forces in the fight against terrorists, which has become a top priori@laﬂy, in 2019,
the United States” CT support to Cameroon included increased proj% mentation by the
Department of Justice and the Global Centre for Cooperative Security}@ \
R

In 2019, Kenya experienced its worst terrorist attack in @ when Al-Shabaab assaulted the
Dusit D2 Hotel complex in Nairobi. The attack, 1 inly involved the use of a suicide vest,
targeted several civilians in the hotel. Additi@\e region bordering Somalia has continued to
witness terrorist attacks, in the form of sault and ambushes, targeting mostly Kenyan security
forces and important infrastructure. \é&/u is a member of the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS and a

reliable partner with the US i@ﬂvestigation, prosecution, and incident response. Equally, Kenya

performs a leading role& igral CT cooperation®?!.

N
In the same §Kenyan Defense Forces (KDF) have sustained their active participation in the
AU Missio&omalia (AMISOM). They have also ensured effective border security and counter-IED
efforts within Kenya. The Kenyan Security Services have also been actively dealing with numerous
terrorist incidents in the country. In particular, they have successfully limited Al-Shabaab and ISIS
capacities to plan attacks, recruit fighters as well as move freely. Also, reports of human rights
infringements by security forces during CT operations have heightened, including allegations of extra-

judicial killings, disappearances, and torture. Furthermore, in responding to the 2019 DusitD2 Hotel
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terrorist attack, Kenyan security forces displayed improved professionalism in line with international

standards for the protection of human rights in response to terrorist threats and attacks3?*.

Terrorists have consistently exploited Kenya’s largely uncontrolled land borders to launch their attacks.
In 2019, Kenyan officials commenced the implementation of a border security strategy, but it is yet to
fully materialize. Additionally, under a June 2018 accord with the US, Kenya has been @rogrammed to
receive the U.S. Automated Targeting System-Global (ATS-G) Software, whl®ates thorough
screening of air travelers, using Application Programming Interface a ger Name Record
(API/PNR). Eventually, when operational, ATS-G would be 1 6{ with PISCES, the US
government-provided frontline border management system, e @he capabilities of both systems
to identify potential threats and obstruct terrorist moveme ever, the passage of a data protection
law in November 2019 has delayed the implementa o\s TS-G. In an attempt to improve aviation
safety and security at Nairobi International A@the Kenyan Government introduced inter-agency

Joint Operations Centers at several pm:t%entry, to promote information dissemination. Kenyan

Immigration officers also utilize go watch lists. Suffice it to mention that watch list screening

and basic equipment at smalle @ f entry were generally deficient®?’.

The influx of forei “ed fighters as well as Kenyan citizens sympathetic to the cause of Al-Shabaab
and ISIS have‘tl ted serious security threats to Kenya. Consequently, the Kenyan Government has
taken stern me@sures to prevent the movement of these terrorists as well as citizens within and those
returning from overseas. Equally, Kenyan security services have enhanced capacity for the detection
and deterrence of terrorist plots. They have also responded adequately to several terrorism-related
incidents. In effect, the collaboration of the Kenyan Government with its US partners on security and
information sharing has been remarkable, with the provision of a dedicated General Service Unit

Counter- terrorism (GSU CT) response team funded by the US.
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In line with the various discussions on terrorism and counter-terrorism initiatives above, terrorist acts
form part of a larger network of violence induced by a definite objective. In most cases, the
distinction between the two could prove difficult to determine. The different scholars discussed
terrorism and other violent incidents which may not be connected with international terrorism. In this

regard, attempt was made to discuss various acts of terrorism in their contextual manner as well as the

2.2 Theoretical Framework %\b

root causes.

A theory is often seen as an untested suspicion or guess without the S@Qevidence. To a scientist, a

theory is a well buttressed submission of an aspect of the%ca world that can include laws,
theo

RN

ise, coherent, systematic, predictive and

hypotheses and facts!?’. The University of California posit ry is a broad, natural explanation

for a wide range of phenomenon. Thus, theories r&l

broadly applicable, often integrating and gen@g many hypothesis'?!. The cogent argument that

human behaviour is dynamic and can be aluated within context and time does not negate the fact

that description, explanation and prés% cannot be made about a human behaviour. Actually, the
long existence of terrorism a ®£ct that it is a global phenomenon, is a justifiable reason why a
theoretical approach sh&l be%ed to describe, explain and predict it.
N

Terrorism, i %[ext of current security concerns, is considered one of the most dreaded global
security thre® facing all countries in the international system. The 2016 Global Terrorism Database
reported over 150,000 incidents of terrorism around the world from 1970 - 2015!22, Although, terrorism
had always been a part of modern civilization, it became more prominent in the 1960s, as it has

increased in intensity and frequency and has become a major international security challenge'??.

Modern day terrorists employ acts of terrorism as tools of political expression and this has assumed
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alarming dimensions through the involvement of trans-national elements, hence resulting to what a
scholar described as “a new mode of conflict”!?4.

There are many theories to explain the variables of this research but four of them will be employed.
Therefore, the research study shall make use of: (i) Social Contract Theory propounded by Thomas
Hobbes, John Locke and Jean Jacques Rousseau, (ii) The Relative Deprivation Theory propounded by
Walter Runciman (iii) The Conspiracy Theory and (iv) Frustration-Aggression Theorywﬂiese theories
are discussed in this study. However, it is pertinent to state clearly that the Soc@ract Theory is
considered the most appropriate theory to explain the variables in this % #The is because the

state is viewed as an entity vested with the responsibility to protect yégh{s, security and lives of its
citizens. <&)
2.2.1 The Social Contract Theory @

The Social Contract Theory is a theory that fo &\n the legitimacy of the authority of the state over

individuals. Its argument typically establj @hat, individuals have agreed categorically or implied to
&3\*

relinquish some of their liberties to )\/ ority, elected representative, monarchs or prime minister,

depending on the system of

Qﬁnme'nt, in exchange for the protection of their rights, privileges and

social order!?>. The the

together with a d@

However, &1 Contract Theory is associated with modern moral and political theory. It is well

enotes the state as a product of mutual agreement of persons brought

ose, which is, to guarantee certain social preferences.

interpreted and given its broad exposition and defense by Thomas Hobbes. Apart from Thomas
Hobbes, John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau are the other well known proponents of this influential
theory. It has remained one of the dominant theories within social sciences and political theories.

The concept of Social Contract Theory stipulates that, from the onset, man lived in the state of nature,

without any superintending authority over them or laws to regulate them. There was hardship,
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decadence and oppression in the society. Thus, to overcome this challenge, they entered into
agreements which guaranteed the protection of lives and properties. This created a society where
people resolved to respect each other and live amicably in peace and harmony. Additionally, the
populace united and pledged to obey an authority placed over them as well as relinquish the whole or
part of their rights and freedom to such agreed authority.

\s

In exchange, the authority guaranteed the protection of lives and property as welle/ ts and liberty

of the populace. Thus, there was consent to establish a society by c@gy and reciprocally

renouncing the rights they had which triggered hardship and anarc he state of nature. In effect,

authority and power are vested in a person or assembly of pm@ enforce the initial contract. In

other words, to ensure a clear departure from the iniﬁ% of nature, they must agree to live
c

together under common laws, and create an enfor@ hanism for their contract as well as the

laws binding it. Q&\
The main focus of a Social Contract Rae Eis to indicate that members of some society have reasons to

endorse and comply with the *al&e'ntal social rules, laws, institutions and the principles guiding the

society. In the same vgimy, thg=theory concerns itself with the determination of the legitimacy or

otherwise, of a give

social contrac@

establish gooé government from reflection and choice or whether they are forever inclined to depend

(IS

' e, or whether it is worthy of loyalty. The ultimate objective of a state- linked

ow that some political system can resolve the challenge of the capacity of men to

on their political institutions.

2.2.2 The State of Nature
The state of nature is the real or hypothetical state of human beings at the onset or without political

integration and association. The proponents of this theory rely on this assertion to interrogate the
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justification for political authority and the legitimacy of human integration and association. It must be
noted that the focus of the state of nature differ distinctively among these theorists, but they all associate

it with the lack of state sovereignty!%S.

Historically, a Chinese philosopher named Mozi who propounded Mohism otherwise known as
“Universal Love” (an ancient Chinese philosophy on logic, rational thoughts and sciengg in 470 BC to
391 BC) is said to be the first scholar and thinker to propose the concept of th(%\of nature. His
ideology was simply to develop the need to have a single ruler who overs fairs of the state!?’.

According to him, in the state of nature, each person in the society ha&ékwvn moral rules. It was as a

result of these individual rules that people were unable to re@agreement and resources were
wasted. Here is what he said about the state of nature: ®

“In the beginning of human life, when there w }%@ law and government, the custom was
"everybody according to his rule. Accordin h man had his own rule, two men had two
different rules and ten men had eleven .{i e

notions. And everybody approved his%

and so arose mutual disapprova

t rules, the more people the more different
ral views and disapproved the views of others,
men. As a result, father and son and elder and
younger brothers became enemi d were estranged from each other, since they were
unable to reach any agreegient. Bferybody worked for the disadvantage of the others with

water, fire, and poison, Suypls energy was not spent for mutual aid; surplus goods were
allowed to rot witho g, excellent teachings were kept secret and not revealed '8,

N\

Thomas Hobbes i r proponent of the state of nature. His explanation of the state of nature is a

pointer to cen % how life would be in a state of nature, that is, a state without a government. These

expositions were described in his legendary work, The Leviathan, published in 1651 in England. He
argued that, natural inequalities among humans are not so pronounced as to confer on anyone a clear
mark of superiority. It follows then that, all must live in constant fear of loss or fear of violence, such

that the period men live without a common authority, they live in apprehension, they are in that state

called war and such a war is that of every man being against every man'?’,
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According to him, prior to having a social contract, man lived in a state of nature. Hence, man’s
disposition in that state of nature was one of fear and selfishness. Man lived in a chaotic condition of
constant fear. Thus, Hobbes posited that, the life of man in the state of nature was solitary, poor, nasty,
brutish and short. He further submits that man has a natural preference for security and order. Hobbes
explained that, in the state of nature, there is neither ownership of personal property nor feeling of
injustice, because of the absence of law, order and authority, except for some natural gules discovered

by reason. It is for this reason that Hobbes proposes the remedy to the state of nat@ovemment by

mutual contract!3°. %\b
4\\ \

In order to achieve self-protection and self-preservation and to {é@nisery and pain, man agreed on
a social contract. The love of self-preservation and self- %ion is inherent in man’s nature. To
achieve such goal, they voluntarily surrendered all &}6 ts and freedoms to some authority agreed
by this contract, who must command obedie(%wn all. Thomas Hobbes submits that, the state of
nature exists among independent states all ime, over whom there is no law except for the laws of
nature. His ideas about the state of n@e formed the basis for theories of international relations,
international law and theories@&)‘mestic interactions!'32.
C
N

John Locke is an@olar whose idea and explanation of the state of nature differ from the concept
na

described by %

Hobbes. In Locke's view, man lived in the state of nature, but Locke’s context of
the state ofﬁre is different from the Hobbesian theory of the state of nature. John Locke’s view of the
state of nature is not as disgusting as that of Hobbes. Locke conceives the state of nature as enjoyable,
good and reasonable, but the property in this concept of the state of nature is not secure'**. In order

words, Locke's concept of the state of nature is peaceful, laden with goodwill, mutual assistance and

preservation.
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In Locke's state of nature, men have all the rights which nature freely bestows upon them. John Locke
justified this by stating that, in the state of nature, the natural condition of mankind was a state of
perfect and complete liberty to live life as he best prefers it. It was free from interruption by others and
all people were considered equal and independent. He considered the state of nature as the “Golden

2134

Age
The French scholar, Jean-Jacques Rousseau is another scholar that gave his own (e%\nof the state of
nature. According to Rousseau, the idea of the state of nature is a com #Stinct one from the
previous explanations. The state of nature as argued by Rousseau couh’\b\“[eqned a primitive state alien
to socialization, hence, it is free of social traits like envy, pri @(}r of others. According to him,
the state of nature is a morally neutral and peaceful conditiog\ ich solitary individuals act according
to their basic desire and natural preference for self- r&%%ionm. He stated that people were neither

good nor bad, but developed as a blank St@ society and the environment influences their

preferences. In Rousseau’s state of natur le did not know each other to the extent of having any
8

serious conflict and they did not have‘\/ 136,

S

Thomas Hobbes @\s modern day political philosopher to articulate a detailed exposition of the
heory

values
2.2.3 Thomas Hobbes

Social Contr@ . His explanation of this theory featured for the first time in his book
“Leviathan%alished in 1651 during the Civil War in Britain. He described this conflict in the most
general terms as a clash between the King and his subjects, the Monarchist, who preferred the
traditional authority of a monarch and the Parliamentarians, most notably led by Oliver Cromwell, who

wanted more power and authority for the quasi-democratic institution of Parliament!3’.
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He submitted that man lived in a chaotic condition of constant fear. Life in the state of nature was
solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short. It was viewed as a state in which self-interest and the absence of
rights and contracts prevented the social interaction of the society. Life was anarchic, without
leadership or sovereignty. Thus, individuals in the state of nature were regarded as apolitical and anti-
social. From Hobbes’ point of view, human beings could basically be likened to very complicated

organic machines, responding to the stimuli of the world in a mechanical manner ang_in accordance
with universal laws of human nature!3%. ®
&
N
From these assertions about human nature, Hobbes further arrived rovocative and compelling
argument about the need to submit to a political authority. H @ed by imagining persons in a
situation prior to the establishment of society, the state re To Hobbes, the justification for
political obligation is hinged on the fact that me % turally selfish, though rational and will

willingly submit to a sovereign authority so @/e in a civil society, which accommodates their

interests!3’. Q
AN
N
He submits that men are in t Q*aur‘al state which is the state of nature. In this hypothetical state of
nature, men are cons1de ed\nafirfally and exclusively selfish. They are seen to be equal to one another,
(even the strongest be killed in his sleep), there are limited resources, no power to compel men
to cooperate e§ implore subjects to relinquish their rights and liberties to a sovereign authority,
for the prese tlon of peace, life and prosperity of the subjects. It is through this approach that the
natural law became a moral guide to the sovereign authority for the preservation of the natural rights

and liberties of the subjects'*0.

In his view, all laws are dependent upon the sanction of the sovereign authority. All real laws are

considered civil laws. The laws are enacted and enforced by the sovereign authority and are meant to
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limit the natural liberties of men and support one another against a common enemy. He also
advocated for an established order. Hence, Individualism, materialism, utilitarianism and absolutions

are inter-connected in the submissions of the theory of Hobbes!#.

2.2.4 John Locke

John Locke’s views of social contract theory differ from Hobbes' in several distingt ways,aligning
only the central comcept that persons in a state of nature would willingly con(e&xx; to form a
state. John Locke (1632—1704) is among the most influential political pht ers of the modern
world. In his work, the Treatise of Government, he supported the l@t‘\lat men are by nature free
and equal against claims that God had made all people natu % ject to a monarch®®. He argued

that people have rights, such as the right to life, libert roperty, which have an independent

foundation from the laws of any particular society. @

Locke’s view about the state of natur: i@tary , reasonable, good and enjoyable, but the property

was not secure. Hence, his classifi f the state of nature as a Golden Age. It was considered a
state of peace, goodwill, m Q istance, and preservation. In that state of nature, men had all the
rights given naturally bynatufe'#. Locke justifies this by asserting that, in the state of nature, the

natural condition @n ind was a state of perfect and complete liberty to live life according to one's

preferences ree from any interruption from others. It is considered a state where there is equality

and 1nde&nce”5.

Locke's views that men are naturally free and equal form his justification for the recognition of
legitimate political government as the result of a social contract. He opined that in this state, the
people conditionally transfer their rights and liberties to a central authority, for a stable, comfortable

enjoyable and peaceful life as well as for liberty and security of property. Locke maintained that any
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government that fails to guarantee the protection people's rights and promote public interests can be
resisted and replaced with a new government'#, His assertion provides the justification for the right of
revolution by the people in defence of their common good. He also defends the principle of majority

rule as well as the separation of legislative and executive powers.

Property is central to Locke’s argument for civil government and the contract that&orts it. He
attributed the insecurity of property in the state of nature to absence of establis ws, impartial
judge and natural power to implement natural laws. Thus, man in the statg 0 e, favoured a social
contract for the purpose of the protection of their property. Under tl;“\e&rect man did not relinquish
all their rights to an individual, but only the right to preserve 1n order and enforce the law of
nature. The individuals thus retained the other rights the right to life, liberty and estate,

because these rights were considered natural and in @ rights of men!#,

Having established a political society ernment through their consent, men became subject to
laws, judges to adjudicate laws, an ive power required to enforce the laws. Each man
therefore, relinquishes to @ inment by consent, the power to protect himself and punish

transgressors of natur

to preserve and p @he natural rights of men'%.

cording to Locke, the purpose of government and emplaced laws is

He sumeat the legitimacy of goverment hinges on its capacity to preserve and protect the rights
of the people. If the government fails in its obligations, its laws would no longer be valid and binding
on the people. Such government that cannot guarantee the preservation people's rights and safety can
be rejected by the people. In Locke’s view, unlimited sovereignty is not in consonance with natural
150'

laws. In this regard, John Locke advocated the principle of a state of liberty and not of license

Locke advocated a state that works for the general good of people. He favoured a constitutionally
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limited government. John Locke referred to life, liberty and property as the three cardinal rights,

which greatly dominated and influenced the declaration of American independence in 17761,

2.2.5 Jean-Jacques Rousseau
Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a Genevan philosopher whose political conception gave needed impetus
to the French Revolution and facilitated the development of socialist theory as wel%&;&ie growth of

nationalism'>®, His ideas are well expounded in his books; Discourse on the O(%a Foundations

as neither inherently good nor bad in the state of nature, but had b

of Inequality among Men, On the Social Contract, Le Bon heur Public, a% . He portrayed man
nificantly influenced by the

growth of society. According to Rousseau, human beings co@nned good when they are self-
sufficient and free from the vices of the political society®

Rousseau asserted that the state of nature {}{‘%}\as a primitive condition without law or morality.

Accordingly, the condition of the st@ure progressed through the relinquishing of rights and

freedom for the benefits and nece‘&&i/ cooperation in the society. The development of society

which was evidenced by t Q&ovt‘n of agriculture, private property and the division of labour,

significantly facilitated 8los¢™fnteraction among men, thus entrenching self-actualization and inter-
>

dependence. Cc@n
C

threatened”@ ordingly, the social contract induced man to relinquish his liberty and natural rights

man came under intense pressure and his liberty and survival were also

to gain sel%eservation and protection through willing submissiveness to the overall collective will
of the people. In effect, individuals no longer surrender to the will of opponents but all become

subordinate to the laws enacted by their collective resolve.

He opined that man is composed of two distinct personalities; the natural man and the political man.

Furthermore, Rousseau avered that an attempt to unite the characteristics inherent in man usually
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results in conflict and self- division in man. According to him, the natural man and the natural group
were more pre-occupied with their self interests or self-preservation. On the other hand, the political
man was subject to the laws, rights, rules and regulations established by the group. Rousseau viewed
the conflicting compositions of man as unnatural and a definite transformation of the natural man'>.

He opined that such transformation could errode the happiness of man who would naturally be

(83

In Rousseau's opinion, social contract is not rooted in any historical mere hypothetical

happier in his original state of nature.

construction of philosophical reasoning. Prior to the social contract liyed happily in the state of
nature with a feeling of equality among men. Progressively, @y became subjected to changes
in the state of nature as increased population accounted fi versification of needs and the means
of satisfying them. People gradually commenced \}% gether in small families and later in small

communities'>®. Furthermore, division of lab, ‘\ocame necessary among families, new discoveries,

inventions and innovations improved t ity of lives, creating ample time for leisure. Such leisure
time allowed comparisons, leadlng iration of public values and consequent envy, contempt and
pride.

Rousseau also a the loss of the original freedom, happiness, equality and liberty which
existed in @iv societies prior to the social contract, to modern civilization. Through the social
contract,ﬁw type of social organization in the form of a state was established, to preserve
guaranteed rights, liberties, freedom and equality. The import of Rousseau’s concept of general will
is that the establishment of a state and associated laws were offshoots of the general consensus of the
people. The state and laws are established by people's consent and would be jettisoned if the

157

government and laws do not address the people's overall preferences'>’. The general will becomes
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dominant over the will of the individual. Each individual is subject to the general will which equally

translates to obedience to themselves as they all form part of the consensus.

Thus, Rousseau supported the sovereignty of the people. His concept of natural law strictly addresses
the issue of freedom and liberty of the individual. According to him, state, law, sovereignty, general
will are interchangeable terms. Rousseau’s concept propelled the French and Amet%irevolutions
and facilitated the idea of nationalism. Rousseau hinged his theory of social coufr the notion of
man being born free but he is restricted everywhere. The system tha u considers as the
solution to corruption in the society is vague and unalterablel09.,®CQnstitutes a challaenge as

Rousseau fails to provide a practical guide on the application @cial contract, making it difficult
in practice. ®

2.2.6 Criticism of the Theory §

The Social Contract Theory has been rd by many scholars despite the broad influence of its
concept. Some of the scholars hav@hed that the people's consent or willing submission to a
controlling authority has no | %(He legitimacy of a modern state and the expected obligations from
the subjects.!>® Other ¢rify glso questioned the veracity of the existence of a social contract among
men borne out of @ of consensus. In addition, scholars have interrogated the nature of the said
social contr %nding whether it was a single and final social contract recorded historically, or

such that&d be continually reviewed over time by the players.

Various scholars have also criticized the Social Contract Theory as a standard one so as to justify
their stance on the improbability of its reality. In this regard therefore, Waldron referred to it as a
challenge of different interpretations'é’. In relating to the issue of the probability of the social

contract being a one-off event or a series of events, he contended that social contract does not
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outrightly imply that political institutions of governance were established by human consensus in a
single unparrelled event. He maintained that political institutions of governance could be established

gradually over prolonged periods by human interactions!°.

A modern day critique of the Social Contract Theory is contained in the scholarly work of Barnett. In
an attempt to avoid the challenges of interpretation associated with the criticisw{ the Social
Contract Theory, he suggested an alternative to consent as the standard for legit@s ¢ maintained

that, the enactment of legitimate laws was possible without consent, prQv e laws are just and
binding in conscience!®!. ,\\ \

asure regarding the hypothetical form

The Scottish philosopher David Hume also expressed hi
of the state of nature. He was not convinced abo t\%u tion of implied agreement. According to

Hume, willful consent is paramount in any @men‘a He further submits that most people opined

that they were conditioned into a syste edience. Hume maintained that politicians always strive
s

to cajole the people into accepting ﬂs{/ rnments have natural authority over their citizens, in order

to sustain their dominancem.Q *

S
The current poli 1 yers claim that many years ago, an older generation of citizens implicitly
consented t%%tablishment of a specific government whose powers are still excersised by the
current go%nment in place. A government is necessary to carry out established obligations of
security and welfare to its people, though the people's consent remains a key factor. The fact remains
that the hypothetical nature of the social contract continues to undermine its validity!6?.

Hume is correct that people do not willingly consent to the terms of a social contract either precisely

or in an implied manner. Critics of this theory other than Hume noted this problem, hence the British

117



political philosopher, William Godwin identified some related conceptual challenges with the terms of
the social contract:

Upon the first statement of the system of a social contract various difficulties present
themselves. Who are the parties to this contract? For whom did they consent, for
themselves only, or for others? For how long a time is this contract to be considered as

binding? If the consent of every individual be necessary, in what manner is that consent to

\s

According to Godwin, there are pertinent questions relating to whether the c @,& tacit or explicit,

be given? Is it to be tacit, or declared in express terms?%*

and also about who is involved in the contract, how long the contra&%ﬁg, and what the exact
terms of the contract are. (‘3\ |
<

\

2.2.7 Application of the Theory §
Social Contract Theory entails a collective resolﬁ%eople to succumb to a given authority, with the
ultimate objective of providing security 1fare as well as other basic necessities of life to the
people. There is no doubt that every¢de atic government in power has a social contract with its
people and this is usually pres%%fthe people while it seeks their mandate to govern them. It is
pertinent to state that, t re are strong contentions among the various scholars on the concept

of social contract a e origin of the state, there is however a consensus on the existence of a social

contract evolvi&n the state of nature.

Thomas Hobbes viewed the social contract as being between the people and the established
controlling authority while Locke considered the social contract as people centered but not a contract
with government'®®. Evidently, Hobbes’ major consideration was about human nature and the

absolute necessity of government and societal preferences. The import of this therefore was to compel

government to fulfil those obligations that engender conflicts through human interactions in the state
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of nature. In other words, the social contract prescriptions were mainly to address the chanllenges of
insecurity prevalent in the state of nature due largely to the absence of a controlling authority charged
with the responsibility of protecting lives and property as well as the provision of welfare services to

the people!®.

The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (As Amended) clearly stghe obvious
when it declares in Section 14(1) that “the Federal Republic of Nigeria shall b@ based on the
principles of democracy and social justice”'®’. And Section 14 (2a an@pectively read thus
“sovereignty belongs to the people of Nigeria from whom the goy ent through the Constitution
derives its powers and authority” and “the security and wel Q&?}w people shall be the primary
responsibility of government”!¢’. The forgoing was the %\ in which Thomas Hobbes in his book
the ‘Leviathan’ defined the essence of government.*

Q

When the Constitution makes an ex@claration that “sovereignty belongs to the people of

Nigeria from whom government ﬂ%&é/gb

the primary responsibility o etament is “security and welfare of the people”, they are very serious

he Constitution derives its powers and authority” and that

statement of a dete&ibd ial contract, in line with the prescriptions of Hobbes for an ideal
society!'®’. It is n t that rather than keep to the terms of the social contract, the Nigerian state

seems to be h in a cyclic obliteration of its social contract with the people against the provisions

of the Co&:tion of Nigeria, 1999 (As Amended).

To worsen it, the people in whose hands powers of sovereignty absolutely reside have also abdicated

this onerous responsibility, thereby making the essence of government as conceived by eminent social
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contract theorists such as Thomas Hobbes an exercise in futility'®’. The state of affairs in Nigeria

indicates a near loss of the state’s role of securing lives and property including the provision of
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welfare to its people, in spite of the enormity of the resources available to it, especially since the
return to democracy in 1999. The current situation in Nigeria is one that is very disturbing as what is

happening is not in line with what Hobbes proposed for an ideal state such as Nigeria.

The country has continued to witness economic down-turn, poverty, decrepit infrastructure, poor
governance structure, political violence, ethnic crisis, insurgency and all manner o%s\ecurity with
little or no concerted efforts at containing the situation. The current situatio@ country is a
reflection of failure in governance. A scholar described it thus: \

We are all victims of Nigeria’s crisis of governance, and we egience its symptoms:

failed schools, failed hospitals, failed roads, failed secur@a-led power supply, Boko
P

Haram, Niger Delta militancy, kidnapping, the vanjs portunities for youths, the

widening gulf between the rich and the poor and wo% all, the receding faith in Nigeria by
% its creation the past few days'®.

Nigerians, even as we gleefully marked the ce&

N
There is no doubt that the level of physic a&JBial infrastructural decay, poverty and insecurity in
Nigeria is an indication that the sogia ract theory is at variance with governance despite the
seeming commitments they %}ﬁior to assumption of office. The existence of adequate
infrastructure is the unde @asis for sustained public welfare architecture and also the propeller of
economic growth @Qeve opment in most countries of the world; hence Nigeria cannot be an
exception.
N
Q

There is a great decline of public sector participation in this regard, an indication that the state is
relenting in living up to its ideals as provided for in the social contract. It is on the premise of the
structural decay and insecurity that a scholar stated that:

In Nigeria, this capacity has been a major challenge, remaining at a declining state since
the 70s, and complicating the nation’s many crises: from infrastructural decay to insecurity,
economic instability, mounting ethnic tension, pervasive and institution-suppressing
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corruption, threatening security upheavals and violence, environmental threats and
disasters, political violence and resource struggles to militancy, armed violence and

kidnapping. The effect of this on public welfare is pervasive!®,

This position is further buttressed by a renowned legal scholar in Nigeria when he clearly asserted that:

In the last five years, the federal government earmarked not less than A5 trillion for the
defense of the territorial integrity and internal security of the nation. The various state
governments equally allocated hundreds of billions of naira on law and order? act,
individual citizens and communities paid levies and salaries to young me %[men
engaged to secure them and their properties. In spite of huge funds spe urity, it
is common knowledge that the country is currently grappling w %menace of
kidnapping, hostage taking, terrorism and armed robbery pei rried out by
disenchanted youths. It is our contention that life and propert%o( be secured in any
country without the provision of adequate welfare for the ity of the people. I will
conclude this piece by calling on Nigerians to demaqld Il compliance with all
welfare legislations including appropriation laws\m Federal, State and Local

Governments to ensure that the national econ anaged in such manner as to

secure the maximum welfare of the people'”.

Those placed in authority of the state appea@re been mismanaging the national economy in a

manner that that does not guarantee %\m security and welfare for the people. The people at
N

several times were deprived of th&&/ y given sovereignty. This occurs under the guise of the
conduct of free and fair ele “the Nigerian state and their actors. They have, over time, eroded

the essence of the sta‘Q opposed to what obtained in the state of nature which gave rise to Hobbes’

prescriptions for ag\degl state.

\)
From th&egoing, it becomes evident that the Nigerian state that is built on the principles
democracy and social justice, as espoused in the extant provisions of the Constitution of Nigeria 1999
(As Amended), has not lived up to the ideals of the social contract in this regard. The state of the
country’s security architecture is worsening day by day as the Nigerian state appears to have lost
focus on effectively managing the country’s security and governance issues leading to heightened

insecurity and poor governance structure resulting from endemic corruption on the part of its political
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leadership'”!. The security of the Nigerian people remains the responsibility of government in line
with its social contract with the people. Nigerians at the time were tired of the situation and needed
immediate change for the well-being of a country that has every potential to be great, yet is enmeshed
in poverty, decay in infrastructure and deteriorating security architecture against the postulations of

the Social Contract Theory!”2.

The fear of insecurity in Nigeria has been on the increase and this has beeu@unded by the
activities of terrorists and herders-farmers crises that have ravaged th and breadth of the
country. Prominent among them is the Plateau massacre that to&& l{ves of over two hundred
persons including the other monumental killings in Benue, Na, @damawa, Enugu and Taraba!’2.

The state of the country’s lack-luster responses towards @tw’s security and welfare issues calls
ent.

for greater concern about the sincerity of the presen& &

2.2.8 Relative Deprivation Theory Q

Relative deprivation refers to the &ée/&;f basic resources to sustain diet, amenities and lifestyle
that an individual or group @&ﬁstomed to or that are broadly supported and encouraged in their
society or communitr& hegeory is a social psychological theory of aggression and terrorism. The

theory situates ¢ and terrorism within the context of individual’s psychology of frustration,

relative defl@o and aggression.

The central theme of the Relative Deprivation Theory suggests that individuals or groups feel
deprived when their current demeaning states are contemptuously compared to the favourable
conditions of others. In other words, the theory asserts that, there is a relationship between people’s
perception of treatment in a society relative to the treatment received by their counterparts in the

society. Once people perceive injustice in the way they are treated compared to other groups, the
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Relative Deprivation Theory submits that frustration sets in and frustrated individuals are more likely
to revolt!”3.The theory was originally developed by Ted Gurr in his work 'Why Men Rebel' published
in 1979. He holds that, violence is not always caused by frustration experienced in a society but the
perception that such an ugly experience is peculiar to one’s group. He further states that, instead of an
absolute standard of deprivation, a gap between expected and achieved welfare status creates

collective discontent'®. An objective measurement of relative deprivation allows an impartial

scrutiny of the condition of an individual or group in relation to the status of tha(&& society.

The Relative Deprivation Theory submits that feelings of depri ?&Qnd frustration propel the
resolve of individuals to engage in collective action'’. In ot (_as, the theory is a representation
of the thrust in sociology from an outlook of theory to sech orm. Turner added that, sociologists
use the Relative Deprivation Theory to articula& ¢) foundations of social movements. Social

movements refer to a deliberate voluntary ef@rganize individuals who act in a similar manner,

to develop group influence which wi ower them to actualize their group's preferences, by
1 126'

making or preventing changes to a Ssé/&w
In sociology, the Re&@rivaﬁon Theory reflects a view of social change and movement. It

pinpoints the res group of people to agitate for social change from a precarious situation in
order to ac some benefits or opportunities that others possess. It usually goes with a feeling of
justiﬁcatio%o be on the same level as other privileged individuals or groups. This feeling of
deprivation can engender political violence. The Relative Deprivation Theory has become a
commonly used theory among experts. However, other scholars have interrogated the link between
relative deprivation and social movements. Suffice it to mention that, much of the evidence

associating social movements with feelings of relative deprivation is indirect!’s. In effect, absolute

deprivation could clearly trigger feelings of discontent and ultimately produce a collective resolve to
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effect social change. However, it is important to state that feelings of relative deprivation may not

ultimately provoke social movement and collective identity in some instances.

Using this theory in a study of socio-economic profiles of terrorists, a scholarly work found
unemployment to be a key driver of terrorism and terrorist recruitment. The study showed that an
individual who is unemployed is more likely to be recruited for terrorist jobs thag the gainfully
employed. Hence, absence of work among young people naturally creates a @ﬂ%tween their

physical energy for work and sense of isolation presented to them by sagl #This vacuum is the

gap that terrorist organizations often exploit and rely on in recrult k{ers to their folds. Another

study also made this submission about the reasons why more @}; ple join the Islamic State and

other radical jihadist groups around the world. ®

The concern of why young Muslims all ov gs%yorld join the ranks of the so-called Islamic State
has again triggered a polarized and fa% ebate. On one side, are those who assert that ideology,
culture and religion are the main r

Radical Islam, jihadism and the clash of civilization are all

that is between radicalg a derates, connotes a more nuanced version of the same argument which

integral parts of the view é@t%p The narrative that the real conflict should be within Islam,

prioritizes ideolog factors. On the contrary, the other group believes that social and economic

factors are ht r than ideological and religious factors. Lack of education, unemployment,
poverty a&ejection lead to a growing sense of frustration and radicalization. In this sense, the
absence of socio-economic opportunities is of greater concern than either the clash of civilization or
within Islam, the war of ideologies. Both schools of thought advanced valid points with major
implications for policy makers. However, a whole lot of other reasons beyond socio-economic

factors and pure ideology could also account for increased terrorist recruitments of Muslim youths!7®,
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In the north eastern Nigeria, almost the same scenario has played out in the case of the young people
joining the radical Islamic sect, Boko Haram. In Nigeria's northeast, there is a pool of illiterates living
previously as Al Majiris, who lack access to Western education and are even not sure of their means
of livelihood, but are ready to be recruited as members of the deadly Islamic sect. Critics of this
theory have indicated that, the theory did not explain why persons who feel dissatisfied with certain
situations do not encourage or participate in social movements. Counter-arguments a%ticed the fact
that some people always want to avoid conflicts. It is considered a tempora@we, such that
imminent life difficulties and the absence of guaranteed life-improve #l ultimately lead to
social action!”. Another criticism of the theory is that, it does ncg?\%icler individual preferences.

Critics assert that sociologists examining relative deprivat@a‘s more on collective relative

deprivation but ignore individual preferences. ®

The Relative Deprivation Theory could als e\t%w’n the basis for the persistent terror attacks and

militancy in the Niger-Delta by youths @egion. It is reported that prolonged neglect of the region
a

by successive governments in the c‘sé/‘v

youths, are responsible the @N'agitations in the region, usually in the form of abductions of

s well as perceived feelings of marginalization among the

foreign nationals an strtir€tion of oil installations. In recent time, kidnappings for ransom,

extortions, arme and other organised crimes have become prevalent in the region.

2.2.9 Cor&acy Theory

Conspiracy Theory provides explanation for harmful or tragic events which are often linked to the
actions of a small powerful and influential group. In other words, it gives an exposition of situations
which occur owing to acts of conspiracy by some sinister, influential and powerful groups who are

often politically motivated. The theory hinges on the assumption that elites are key stakeholders in the

180

incitement and resolution of political conflicts in modern society'®. Political conflict such as terrorism,
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the theorist insists, has to be interrogated within the context of power play in national politics.
Historically, Conspiracy Theory had been closely associated with prejudice, witch hunt, war and

genocide'8!.

Conspiracy theories increase in prevalence in periods of widespread anxiety, uncertainty, or hardship,
as during wars and economic depressions and in the aftermath of natural disaste)wliﬁe tsunamis,
earthquakes, and pandemics. This fact is evidenced by the profusion of co theories that
emerged in the wake of the September 11 attacks in 2001 and by the mor: =000 volumes on U.S.
Pres. John F. Kennedy’s assassination. This suggests that consp, QX{&(I thinking is driven by a

strong human desire to make sense of social forces @\a self-relevant, important, and

\\

Conspiracies typically aim at usurping poli@economic power, rights violatation, infringement

threatening'®?

upon emplaced agreements as well hholding vital secrets or altering the foundation of
institutions. Conspiracy theorles e &n\ ultimate causes of significant social and political events
as well as contexts, with ¢ secret plans by two or more powerful and influential actors. A
study used a survey,o QJersey residents in the United States that interrogated about 10
conspiracy theors x data collected indicated that some people believed in several of the
conspiracies@le others believed none. As a consequence, the study proposed that conspiracy

beliefs cc&ute parts of a mono logical belief system in which these components form a self-sealing

and increasing network of ideas that mutually support each other'®3,

Considering the fact that elites control much of the political power in society, it is almost difficult to
explain the emergence of armed conflicts and the attacks of these groups without looking at the

dynamics and locus of power in society. The Nigerian society is also not an exception in this regard.
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Since the beginning of Boko Haram terrorism in Nigeria, two versions of elites conspiracy theories
have featured in the national discourse. The first conspiracy theory was to assume that Boko Haram
terrorists were sponsored by the northern elites to destabilize the administration of President
Goodluck Jonathan. The theory which flourished in the wake of the campaigns of the 2015 elections

was common in the southern parts of the country than the northern parts'$4.

X~

It was assumed at the time that the north was not pleased with the decision @‘hen President,

Goodluck Jonathan to contest for the Presidency in the 2015 Presidenti ref., having spent the
remaining years of the late President Umar Musa Yar’dua in office. Jffts\was buttressed thus:
This theory is very popular among commentators and le liticians from the southern

part of the country. President Jonathan is a southerne e minority ljaw ethnic groups.

To the theory, the people from the north ess. the “‘core north”, that is, the

Hausa/Fulani, believe in their birthright to g e country and because a Christian

southerner is in charge, they decided t onsor Boko Harm as an instrument for
destabilizing the Jonathan presidency. )ﬂ\'r eakness of this theory is that much of the
mayhem carried out by the sect has bl&} the north and against northern Muslims. If
northern politician really was to e country ‘“‘ungovernable” for President Jonathan,
why would they do so by spon Zf%\ﬂ group which is disproportionately killing northern
Muslims and literally desﬂ@ eYeral parts of the country’.

The second conspiracy th@as ;0 argue that Boko Haram terrorists were sponsored by former
president Goodluckd% to project Islam in bad light and mobilize support for his Christian
dominated sou e presidential election. Part of this theory, was to argue that the sect was an
attempt ulate the north ahead of the 2015 election. This conspiracy, which could not be
substantiated, flourished in the northern region during the administration of former President
Goodluck Jonathan and was even the basis upon which opposition parties criticized the ineptitude of

the government in the handling of the Boko Haram terrorism in the country!'84,
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2.2.10 Frustration Aggression Theory

Frustration Aggression Theory, more commonly known as the Frustration Aggression Hypothesis, is
rated among the most influential and productive theories in research works on aggression. Its prolific
nature has enabled the application of the theory in several fields of study since its inception in the
1930s till date. The proponents of this theory such as Dollard, Doob, Miller and Mowrer state
hypothetically that, “the occurrence of aggressive behavior always presupposes l%ixistence of

frustration and, contrariwise, that the existence of frustration always lea% me form of

aggression”!®, %\

\

In this definition, it is important to note that frustration @1 emotional experience as it's
commonly implied in plain language. In this sense, it i terference with the occurrence of an
instigated goal-response!®6. In order to furtherxn@d Frustration Aggression Theory, it is
necessary to examine the word “fmstration.’@\wtlon can be defined as “an unpleasant, aversive
stimulus which evokes negative effect omatically eliciting cognitions that are associated with

aggressive tendencies”!3®

. This W out frustration can provide needed insight into group
motivations to justify act Q%g‘ression. An assessment of these two important aspects of

Frustration-Aggressio eqry provides not only a foundation for Boko Haram terrorism, but a

projection into fu ispositions.

In this theoty, Sigmund Freud provided a psychological perspective regarding the minds of terrorists.
He noted that dejection and hopelessness are root causes of acts of terror and frustration, which in
themselves are responsible for aggressive behaviour. His Theory of Frustration Aggression provides
an explanation for aggressive behaviour being a manifestation of terrorist act. He averred further

that man has an instinctive urge for self-destruction when frustrated. However, since his ego does not
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always permit self-destruction, the destructive instinct is unleashed on others as a form of displaced or

transferred aggression'®®,

In this regard, the Frustration Aggression Theory stipulates that aggression is always the consequence
of frustration and the manifestation of aggressive behaviour always pre-supposes the existence of
frustration. Thus, frustration is the product of relative deprivation arising from failu§tg achieve an
expected goal, thus creating a gap between desire and achievement. Freud igm helps to
conceptualize and highlight contemporary terrorist acts such as suici ing, hijacking and

assassinations. Such heinous crimes committed by terrorists could l;q&bklted to the propositions of

Frustration Aggression Theory. <&>

N
This research makes use of key parameters of fr& 'o%md aggression. First, the act of frustration
defined as “preventing someone from achiQ‘J\an expected gratification”!”. Second, aggression
which is defined as “any act which is ine to harm the individual to whom it is directed”'®. These
key aspects of Frustration Aggres@ow provide a clear exposition of the decision-making
process utilized by Boko *&:I’rorists. Boko Haram terrorists have consistently exploited the
harsh economic realit] s@ustrations of the Nigerian people. The condition of poverty in Nigeria
is worsened int &f rich human and mineral resources!®’. This economic decline and attendant
inequalities ering tend to justify Boko Haram’s legitimacy and power. The precarious
situation &lso increased the frustration of the Nigerian people against the Boko Haram terrorists

and the Nigerian government.

The level of poverty pervading the region has also proved to be a factor encouraging the Boko Haram
terrorism. Mohammed Yusuf, the sect’s leader, encouraged devout Muslims to leave the morally

bankrupt society to a secluded location and establish an ideal Islamic society devoid of corruption
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and moral depravity. The poor economic conditions in Nigeria have become the driving force for the
influence of the Boko Haram terrorists'®®. The hardship experienced by the Nigerian people has led to
corruption and moral deprivation'®’. This continuous frustration from current economic realities has

also produced more insight into Boko Haram’s increased aggression'®!.

The increased frustration of Boko Haram terrorists has led to more acts of violencenn the country.
However, the targets of Boko Haram’s aggression are mostly the Nigerian ({/ forces. Boko
Haram terrorists have used the adverse political situation in Nigeria (o its ideology. The
deadly group has also exploited the high level of illiteracy in “@\\Nigeria to manipulate its

recruits. In contemporary Nigeria, most of the existing milit (amatlons are made up of a large

percentage of uneducated and unemployed people who @tlsﬁed with the existing imbalance in

the structure of governance'!.

There are limitations to Frustration &@n Theory. It is worthy to note that not all frustration
i

produces aggression. This study is ited to the evaluation of intense cases of frustration such as

could investigate Bo

corruption and terrorism ion to Boko Haram terrorism. Further application of this theory
@s perception of Western education as a threat to their religious belief.

The study cou % ine how Boko Haram exploits religious beliefs to gain sympathy in the
em

recruitment %

caused by ‘we€ligious intolerance and perceived colonization by the West to explain terrorists'

bers. Frustration Aggression Theory could rationalize the underlying frustration

aggression.

In summary, the frustration Aggression Theory provides an exposition about the consequences of
frustration and aggresion in relation to the activities of the Boko Haram terrorists, political elite and

citizens of Nigeria. Furthermore, it is imperative to recognize the effects of Boko Haram's violent
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activities and the measures necessary to counter them. Such counter measures will help provide the
much needed peace and security, which are essential factors for national development and cohesion in
Nigeria'®l.

2.3 Review of Empirical Studies

The world is replete with several studies on terrorism, national security and nationakguestion. Most
of these studies have produced sufficient findings on the concepts of terrorismy %xsecurity and

national question, useful for policy formulation and implementation agr ions of the world.

Hence, this review gives a summary of some studies conducted on 'sr\l, national security and the

national question. Q}J

N
A researcher examined the concepts of terrorism ang 1 ﬁlcy in Nigeria. The study investigates the
remedial efforts of the Nigerian government @&as international stakeholders towards curbing the
menace of terrorism and insurgency. @udy found out that the international community and
organisations exploit the applicatm% economic sanctions as measures to dissuade states from

sponsoring terrorism and i @yﬁ The study therefore recommends the cutting off of the sources
\Q@ to Boko Haram and other terrorists, an empowerment initiative that

of funds and contacts,a
reduces unemployh onﬂict resolution mechanisms among parties and strict enforcement of law

against terro%a d their sponsors!®6.

Another scholar examined the relationship between national security and youth empowerment in
Nigeria in 2018. The study indicated that over the years, government had prioritized the military
option against terrorists, through the deployment of security forces across the nation, particularly the
troubled regions. It was observed that much has not been done by the government to address the

underlying challenges of youth empowerment, to prevent them from being used by terrorists to
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continually undermine national security. Consequently, the remedial efforts of the government to
improve national security and address the national question have not yielded the desired results'®’.

Another study considered the anti-terrorism legislation by the Nigerian government. The study
revealed that various dispositions of the Nigerian government since 2006, to enact a comprehensive
and implementable anti-terrorism legislation had been unsuccessful. The study further argues that the

litany of domestic imperatives that triggered a lethargic response to counter terrorism gere subjugated

by more vicious domestic and international terrorist acts'®®, ®

A paper presented at the Annual Conference of the Nigerian ASSO@ f Law Teachers examines
the relationship between national security, terrorism and dev %3140. The paper investigates the

Nigerian statutory response to the challenge of terrorism %\%ontext of its socio-political landscape

and implications. Thus, their research argues, thx r§ Should be a re-conceptualization of this
approach, in favour of a holistic and ideology dt ‘\pproach. They equally found out that the Nigerian

response to terrorism is not only dynamiQ %lso exposes the loop-holes in the law, hence the urgent

need for a review. \/

Another person disa&@oko Haram terrorism , insurgency and national security in his work in
20150, In his is, the author contends that the precarious security situation in the country
provided a s@le condition for Boko Haram terrorists to freely operate. In effect, the terrorist group
has contin%y unleashed several vicious attacks that have severely threatened the political and
economic wellbeing as well as the security of Nigeria, giving rise to the national question. However,
the author only gave priority to events that undermine the security of the country. Two persons
discussed the impact of terrorism on world peace in 2015'"!. The research examined the impact of

social, psychological, political and economic imperatives propelled by terrorism, on the peace and

stability of the world. They resolved that the loss of lives and property are the most grievous
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consequences of terrorism . According to them, terrorism instills fear, anxiety and psychological
trauma among people. They averred that, terrorism could be likened to a viral infection that will

torment the world relentlessly unless the international community strongly unites against it.

A research investigates the economic impact of terrorism on national security and development in
Nigeria. The research contend that terrorism has undermined the national security as §e11\as hindered
national development in Nigeria, through human rights violations, displafe of persons,
hampering trade and investment among others. The research analyze hnic and religious
identities, exclusionary character of the state and lack of politic&& gre part of the underlying

terrorism strategies as well as the strengthening of instit% the way forward'?.

Some researcher utilized ex post facto survey; gs%gch to scrutinize the consequences of Boko Haram

causes of terrorism in Nigeria. The research therefore advoca{(ﬁ astrong commitment to counter-

terrorism on human security in Nigerm'(&’p%om. The findings of their research indicate that both the

frequency of terrorism and the resuk% rehension of the population have created social and moral

unrest with adverse effects ation, food, economy, national cohesion and human rights. They
l@ﬂity arcitecture should be reviewed to eliminate ineptitude, sabotage,

resolved that, the na‘tir
compromise and itregularities in the system, which have impeded decisive victory over the

terrorists in t ears.

The work of a scholar shows the symbiotic relationship between poverty and national security in
Nigeria'®*. The research posited that the issue of poverty is essentially a multi-faceted phenomenon of
bad leadership and governance, dependent and unproductive economy as well as poor patronage of
Nigeria’s indigenous technology. The research reiterates that the emplacement of developmental

processes in Nigeria could lead to poverty eradication with favourable consequences on national
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security. He further explained that, poverty and national security mismanagement metamorphosed in
such a way that the poor masses, as a means to register their discontent, took up arms against the state,
which manifest itself in various forms. The research therefore concludes by recommending a

transformational leadership as a framework for a better Nigeria.

2.4 Synthesis of Gaps in Literature Reviewed V\

The various literature reviewed relates to the concept of terrorism, national @ and national
question, all of which identify with the theme and purpose of the researc@&gards to terrorism,
there is a consensus about the deadly nature of terrorism and its fo@&w ermining the security of
any nation. Although, there were diverse conceptions of nati@rity, but a large quantity of the
literature reviewed revealed that the concept has left th %ntional military prowess depicted by
states. Thus, in the contemporary world, national \sedyrify encompasses a whole lot of breaches of
security which could be economic, social, @po itical, food and so on. However, the specific

impact of terrorism on national securitx %ot adequately addressed. The following gaps were also

identified in the reviewed literature\/

a. Most of the cases ?;%e ‘in the literature revealed limited empirical evidence on the
V

relationship between t ables examined. Thus, this study considers the relationship between
terrorism and % security as well as the national question in Nigeria.
tu

b. Based e‘study analyses, most literature focused on terrorism, national security and national

question aQne; however, this study will focus on identifying the specific impact of terrorism on

national security and their consequences on the national question in Nigeria, in light of national
security vision, objectives and threats. Tt will also examine the policies initiated to facilitate sectoral

security initiatives in the interest of the implementation of the overall security strategy for Nigeria.
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c. Finally, there are limited studies on terrorist and extremist movements in Nigeria; this
study shall investigate how Nigeria continues to face multiple security challenges posed by
various terrorist groups and the different counter terrorism strategies in Nigeria.

It is this gap in literature that this study seeks to explore by assessing various views on terrorism,

national security and the national question in Nigeria.
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Chapter Three

Methodology

3.1. Research Design

This study adopts the basic qualitative research design. The basic qualitative research design aligned
with the research questions, purpose of the research as well as the nature of the topic. A qualitative
study has an interpretive characteristic. When adopting it, researchers exploi@%omenon to
properly understand the explanations for the actions of the persons or gr thg studied. Basic

qualitative research design involves the critical examination of a parti%e nt within the context of

a real-life experience

The researcher in this sense, utilized the basic qualitative r <&s1gn in attempting to interrogate
the consequences of the activities of the Boko Haram te orgamzatlon against the people of Borno
State. The design for this study was cons1sten\4\ rmining the implications of the Boko Haram
terrorist attacks on the people of Borno, i oghhéastern Nigeria as well as the overall effects of the
identified impact on the region and th@“ﬂ in general. The adopted qualitative research design also
facilitated the researcher's effo ldentlfylng the possible causes and motivations for the vicious
terrorist attacks and their ﬁ)‘c implications. Equally, the qualitative research design facilitated the
documentation of thg 1 life experiences of people of Borno State in Nigeria, who are the direct
victims of th %Iaram terrorism. The qualitative research design took into consideration the
reactions o% victims of terrorism as well as the interpretations of their experiences. Furthermore, it
was possible to conduct a direct interview with study participants who had been victims of the brutal
acts of the Boko Haram terrorists in Borno State, Nigeria. The qualitative research design utilized for
this study, provided opportunity to study the various phenomena within the framework of some
temporal or geographic factors or both. This conferred advantage gave a comprehensive understanding

of the phenomena being investigated?.
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The employment of the qualitative research method involves the identification of the particular
phenomenon to be studied, which could be an individual, organization , relationship, project or a small
group of people 2. The use of appropriate theory provides a broader perspective and interpretation for
identified attitudes and behaviors in a basic qualitative study?. It was argued that theory should pinpoint
directions and situate the tone in a research or study'. Additionally, researchers apply theories to
provide answers to questions, analyze, and interpret the findings as well as conclusio§r\eached. The
qualitative research design is flexibile and allows a critical scrutiny, making it ogi productive in
studying the impact of Boko Haram terrorist attacks on the people of tate, Nigeria. The
researcher clearly defined the scope and context of the study to avoj ex\tended study which could
undermine the purpose and period of the research®. It was a @%&s task keeping within the set
boundaries but the challenge was surmounted through 1<%ﬁne and determination. Qualitative
research design was considered the most appro;&%e hodology for the study. This choice was
based on the fact that direct interactions with \‘é&ous stakeholders provided deep insight regarding
the effects of Boko Haram terrorism on ple of Borno, in northeastern Nigeria. Additionally, the

qualitative research design enabled c}f‘é/@

scholar, constructivist paradi “Pecognizes the importance of the subjective human creation of

answers to the research questions posed °. According to a

meaning but doesn’t rejech outrightly some notion of objectivity. Pluralism, not relativism, is stressed
with focus on the ci ynamic tension of subject and object” ®. The philosophical importance of the
qualitative deo constructivism is that it permits a symbiotic relationship between the researcher
and the st&articipants. This clearly manifests in the creation of an enabling environment for the
participants to relate their experiences without hindrances. The researcher in turn is able to make
credible deductions from the narratives of the participants °. Finally, these benefits were fully exploited

in the application of the basic qualitative research design to this study.

161



3.2. Population of the Study

Population of the study refers to a group of persons or aggregate of items and things from which the
researcher is interested in getting information for the study'. Population therefore involves all cases or
individuals that fit a certain specification?. The target sample population of the study is those affected

by terrorism and those living in IDP camps in the North East of Nigeria.

\g

The people that participated in the in-depth interview include security persorfhe olars, repentant
Boko Haram members and commanders, and citizens in the war-torn/t \ed communities and
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). Adult members (citizens in %o\n/terrorized communities

and Internally Displaced Persons) were selected for Focus Gr&ﬁ&s‘cussion (FGD), and the selection

was based on homogenous factors (Age and sex). %\
N

Scholars, security personnel, repentant Boko HatamMmembers were selected for in-depth interview (IDI)
as a filter for biases, falsehood, and ex from the data elicited from the communities®. This set
of people i.e. scholars and sec&l\wsonnel are more likely to present balanced accounts and
arguments on the issue unde@tigaﬁon than indigenes of the communities whose responses may be
embellished with popu&pg(ons held by their communities on the issues.

N
33 Samp@nd Sampling Techniques
The target participants for this study include security personnel, scholars, repentant Boko Haram
members, citizens in the war-torn/terrorized communities and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). The
study employed the non-probabilistic method of sampling and utilized the purposive sampling
techniques. The samples were selected based on the observed distribution of the population and the

researcher's judgement. A fairly distributed sample was used for efficient collection of data and the near
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impossibility of studying the entire population due to cost and time constraints. This study adopted the
basic qualitative research design method. This consisted of forty (40) interviewees (i.e. 12 IDIs, 20
FGDs and 8 KIIs) from the selected areas of Borno State in North East of Nigeria. This selected areas

include; Maiduguri LGA, Jere LGA, Kukawa LGA, Mobbar LGA, Abadam LGA and Marte LGA.

Forty (40) in-depth interviews were conducted with five (5) victims of terrorism i@ected local
area/community. The interviewees were selected using a purposive method, e % ng the victims of
terrorism and criminality in their respective communities, partlcularly heir\gocial burden. Similarly,
four (4) Focused Group Discussions (FGDs) were conducted of the selected communities
studied and this cut across the homogenous population (1 fi g&le group; another for the female
group; and two for different age categories). Each FG ed four (4) discussants/participants, and
the participants were selected purposively. Aga&' ht (8) key-informant interviews (KII’s) were
conducted, and the target population were %&q\mty personnel and community leaders, to hear their

views on terrorism and criminality ma% nt strategies to address the menace.
Q\ :
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3.4 Study Area
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Figure: 3.1

Source: researchgate.net QJQQ
3.5 Sources 0%%

The study soux€ed for data from both primary and secondary sources as indicated below:

a. Primary Sources: Data from primary sources were obtained through structured interview.
The list of those interviewed were referenced at the end of the research study, while the

questions used are included in the work.
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b. Secondary Sources: The secondary sources of data for the study include written literature
from public and institutional libraries. It also covers relevant books, journals, newspapers,
magazines, periodicals, seminar and conference papers as well as published and unpublished
materials. The University of Ibadan and Lead City University Libraries were very useful as

well as the National Defence College Library. The internet was also used as an additional
W
% ch was through the in-depth

interviews (IDI’s), and existing data. The interview questio %wed on issues of terrorism, national

secondary source of data.

3.6 Instrument of Data Collection

The instrument or procedure used in gathering information for tha

security and the national question. This was designed @relevant responses from respondents in
line with the research questions. In addition to{%' terview, questions were asked in which the

respondents were required to answer based@ wexpert experiences on the study area.

Table 3.1: Matrix for Research Inst\ﬁ/&;
A\ .

Methods | Objectivel Or 2 | Objective3 | Objective4 | Objectives
IDI * A \ v * * *
FGD * N\ * * * *
N
KII N * * * *
(@

Source: wv%ﬁ‘archconnections.org

IDI=In-depth Interview, FGD=Focus Group Discussion, KII=Key Informant Interview.

To support the data to be collected, the study also got additional information from secondary sources
including, textbooks, journals, articles, seminar papers, Newspapers, magazines, official gazettes, official
statistics and internet materials. Visits were made to some libraries and archives to gather materials and

information on the subject matter. Also, case files relating to concluded and ongoing terrorists and Boko
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Haram cases from the respondents to serve as supporting documents for information gathered through
the above-listed media were requested. In conclusion, a combination of these instruments provided a
piece of vital information on the subject matter. Also, it served as a basis for cross-checking the

consistency of the information supplied by respondents.

3.7 Validation of the Research Instrument

The questions that were used as measuring instrument in this research were givengo s in the study
area to ascertain their validity and reliability. The researcher consulted nd practitioners by
giving them the instrument, to review the relevance of the questions g *ﬂ&*\sl{bj ect matter, to ensure that

it could test what it was designed for. In this regard, the resear@nent is considered valid for the
study. ®

D
S

An instrument is reliable if it is consistent%\easuring what it is designed to measure. The reliability

3.8 Reliability of the Research Instrument

measures were justified using the wor{/ oode and Hatt, which states that the method of test ensures
that the instruments being me@ are consistent with the requirements or expected results*. It also
shows the extent to whicl@searcher will be able to carry out the research and also to ensure the

reliability of the @\en. The reliability of the instrument is 0.97. The consistencies in the results
obtained from%v i

3.9 Administration and Methods of Data Collection

ious research instruments attest to their reliability.

Field survey method and document analysis were utilized to collect data for the study. Primary data
were also collected through structured interviews with resource persons, security practitioners and

victims of terrorism. The interviews concentrated on the study of terrorism and the national question
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in Nigeria. Secondary data were obtained through document analysis using historical/archival libraries

and internet search techniques.
3.10 Methods of Data Analysis

The data analyses helps to produce information that allows the researcher to answer research questions
or resolve them. The different data generated for this study were analyzed using qualitative methods
with the support of existing data. The qualitative data obtained from the in-depth in 'Vs\(IDI’s) were
analyzed thematically, that is, as they relate to the study. This is with the a@ﬂuring clarity and
avoiding any form of ambiguity. \

The data generated through the in-depth interviews (IDI’s), KI ’Qa.s Fozused Group Discussions
(FGD) were processed and analyzed qualitatively. This be& %e transcription of the interviews
conducted, from where the coding of similar themes a erns of responses were achieved. The

responses were read and scrutinized from the ﬁ&&[es/ tapes. Second, responses with similarities

and/or differences were identified and mer S\Bb, alternative inferences from these responses were

compared, out of which line of inferen@e easily identified.
3.11 Ethical Considerations Q\ .

The researcher soughtﬁ%sent of the selected respondents to participate in the conduct of the
research (i.e. Infc nsent). At the commencement of the interview, the purpose of the study was
explained rtlcipants who were also given an assurance of the confidentiality of the data to be
collected. The™ place of the interview was made free of interference as much as possible. The
participants’ permissions were sought before recordings were done. It is incumbent on the researcher to
protect the rights, dignity and safety of the participants in the study. The right of refusal and
withdrawal of the participants at any stage of the study was also explained to them before and during

the study.
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Chapter Four

Data Analysis

4. Findings of the Study
This aspect of the study considers the findings and related discussions. It includes the results

obtained through the primary and secondary sources of data collection. Primax@\included
)

the data collected from the interviews conducted while the secondary so uded the data

from journals, books, newspapers and other records that were r %t\%the study. Content

analysis was carried out to present the results of the qualitativ &olected.

The qualitative study was conducted in line with aim anc&&s{ﬁes of the research. Specifically,

the research focused on providing answers to the e%t questions set. In particular, it was

paramount to interrogate various events re s@ﬁs the violent activities of the Boko Haram
o

terrorist group in the northeastern part Q 1a. The socio-economic and political impact of

the terror activities of Boko Hara:@}oeople of Borno State, Nigeria, was equally significant
in the conduct of the stud as evident from the findings that the violent activities of the
Boko Haram terrorist %%Ve impacted grievously on the people of Borno State compared to
other parts of Ni his exposure is not surprising considering the profile of Borno State as
the origin @e oko Haram terrorist group in Nigeria. Additionally, in the course of the study,
it was n%ary to assess the adequacy of the support services rendered to the victims of terrorist
activities in the target region. This was to facilitate an objective submission on the adverse
effects of terrorist activities on the people and to aid policy formulation or review in that respect,

to provide needed succour to the victims of terror attacks.
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The researcher conducted deliberate direct interviews with the identified stakeholders with due
consideration for the demographic spread indicated. The interview questions were equally
veritable in eliciting relevant information from the target groups. This chapter articulates the
findings from the data collection analyses conducted in consonance with the stipulated

demography of the selected participants. It equally assures of the veritability of the instruments

used in the course of the research and results presented. @

The demographic outlook shows the distribution of the socige€cono it features of selected

4.1 Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents

participants for the in-depth interview (IDI) and Fo %Jp Discussion (FGD). The
demographic features include: sex, age, marital stat @ﬁc group, religion affiliation, highest
educational qualification and length of stay i &espective communities. Thus, the table
contains a summary of number and valid p@mages of participants who provided information
from each demographic variable. @

There were 40 participants drawn <Ye study with different backgrounds, 25 of which are men
and 15 are women. Majo@the.participants are indigenes of Borno State while a few of them
hail from other pa& geria. All the participants displayed sufficient understanding of the
issues relatin tudy and their ages range from 18-65 years. The participants equally have
differe ic and religious profiles, though a few are not well educated.

There was also a good mix of both prominent religions in Nigeria; Christianity and Islam, to
facilitate a broad view about relevant issues discussed in the course of the study. In the same vein,
most of the participants had lived long enough in the affected areas to make informed comments
on the subject matter. In addition, they could all communicate well without any form of
ambiguity in their responses. The Table below provides a summary of the demographic features.
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Table 4.1 Showing the Distribution of Respondents Socio-Demographic Characteristics

Characteristics Community Leaders | Security Personnel and | IDP Camp and Total
and Repentant Boko Haram Residents
Security Personnel
(IDIs) (KIIs) (FGDs)
N=12 N=38 N=20 N=40

Sex
Male 8 4 13 25 (62.5%)

Female 4 4 7 \NI5 (37.5%)
Age in Years %\\ -
Below 30yrs - 1 ((/ T 6 (15%)
30-40yrs 6 3 % 16 (40%)
41-50yrs 5 2 12 (30%)
51-Above yrs 2 - 5 (12%)

\

Marital Status \
Single 3 1 C-\ 4 8 (20%)
Married 7 %) 12 23 (57.5%)
Others 2 1 <(, 4 7 (17.5%)
Religious Affiliation \\ -
Islam 10 9 24 (60%)
Christianity 2 7 10 (25%)
Others - A{ - 4 4 (10%)
Highest Educational \ N
Qualification Q)
No Formal Education 4 Q 1 4 9 (23%)
Primary 3 V\) 1 5 9 (23%)
Secondary 5 <</ 3 9 17 (43%)
Tertiary 2 \, 1 2 5 (13%)
Others AA\ . - - -
Length of Stay in \{
the Community Q
Below 11yrs A Q) 2 1 2 5 (13%)
11-15yrs \ 6 2 5 13 (33%)
16-20yrs 2 2 7 11 (28%)
21yrs and Abo&Qi> 2 1 8 11 (28%)

Source: Fi@lﬁ\ley, 2021

Q

The sex distribution of the respondents indicates that males constituted 62.5%, while females

constituted 37.5%, signifying that more male respondents than females. The age distribution

shows that most of the respondents were between 30-51 (82%). This indicates that most of the

respondents who took part in the research are relatively within the productive age population.
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Furthermore, the marital status indicates that an overwhelming majority of the respondents
(57.5%) were married; 20% were single, while 17.5% were divorced/widowed/separated. The
number of those married is not surprising since most household heads are usually married people.
A substantial percentage of the respondents (60%) are adherents of the Islamic religion, as

against 25% Christians. This shows that Muslims dominate the study area.

With regard to levels of education (23%) had primary school educati @; of the

respondents had secondary education, (13%) had tertiary education wh'@ (23%) had no

formal education. The fact that most of the respondents (78%) had ar\y school education and

above indicates that the studied area is relatively a lite& :Sgg-e y. As such, the selected
respondents well understood the dynamism of terrorisg i&l respective communities. Also, a

large proportion of the respondents (98%) had liv ad experience of the study area. The

above shows that the selected respondents \’é\g od understanding of the study and issues of

&

L )
The secondary data colle % the various listed sources were reviewed in line with the focus

terrorism.

4.2 Document Review
of the research. Es ngely, various related themes were analysed and appropriate inferences
drawn, with @rch questions in view. These outcomes were then compared with the

findings %he direct interviews and discussions held in the course of the research, to make

informed gtneralizations for the study.

Data Collection Strategy
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Research
Questions

Documents
Review

Interviews

Q)
&

The main findings for thi %arch were derived from the application of basic qualitative study

Figure: 4.1
Source: cuemath.com

4.3  Data Analysis

to appraise the ex&{gﬁés of scholars, military experts and citizens who were victims of the
vicious opera@ the Boko- Haram terrorists in Borno State, Nigeria. The interviews
conduc ed the basis of the primary data gathered. The interviews were transcribed and
reviewed as a working document for coding and subsequent analysis. Furthermore, content
analysis was employed to scrutinize the data collected from the field survey and prescribed
documents. Content analysis involves a careful organization of the data collected in a manner
that will clearly indicate the themes, contexts, patterns and their relationships. It is an iterative

methodology which ultimately results in inductive and deductive processes in reaching
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acceptable conclusions from the issues under consideration*’. The researcher exploited the
fundamentals of data management, which involved reading and note-taking, description of the
datails and classifications as well as interpretations and presentation of the findings. All these
processes were exemplified, keeping the research questions and the objectives of the study in

clear focus.
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Objective 1: The Relationship between Security and the National Question in Nigeria

National security parameters have often been limited in interpretation by various perspectives.
To many, national security is simply restricted to the preservation of sovereignty, territorial
integrity and internal stability, with the main emphasis on the coercive power of the state*s.
However, a broader perspective of national security entails a more compreher@(/' retation
and holistic management structure for its sustenance. \%

In 1999, Olusegun Obasanjo, a former President of Nigeria, de $nal security as the
aggregation of the security interests of individuals, politic l%gﬂys and ethnic groups which
make up a nation. The security interests include saft z<1(es and property, economic and
freedom to pursue legitimate objectives withoyt M ance®. Such a broad perspective of
national security requires that the determj of“national security is not restricted to the
coercive elements of state power, bu@n aggregate of several factors across all aspects of
national life, which constitute its co\/r hensive national power®. National security also entails
the protection and preserv®\of the minimum core values of any nation as well as political
independence and terri@tegrity“. Equally, national security connotes the protection of
the national int l%a d national values, political and economic ways of life against internal

=

and extern@e s and challenges*®.

Q

In recent time, Nigeria's national security has been plagued by increasing terrorist activities and
other violent crimes, some of which include the use of improvised explosive devices by criminal
elements>® Consequently, the level of insecurity in Nigeria has assumed an alarming proportion

with enormous consequences on the peace and stability of the country. The country witnesses
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terrorist attacks against civilians, security agents and national assets virtually across the six geo-
political zones, characterized by severe losses of lives and property as well as displacement of
population®!.This negative trend has aggravated the national question which deals significantly
with issues of national survival. The grievous consequences of ethnic distrust, religious
disharmony, political unrests and economic degradation have become intensely pronounced in
Nigeria. There are turbulent issues of rotational presidency, injustice, resource , revenue
allocation, ethnic secession, nepotism amongst others, aggravated by hei x& insecurity in
Nigeria. These challenges severely threaten national survival and devglopimeiit in Nigeria as well
as the overall national security. The northeastern part of Nige 'Q%pli\ﬁes the manifestations

of the consequences of terrorism across the nation with at thnic agitations and mistrust.

A participant said insecurity as resulted in the &3@ of the socio-economic and political
stability of the affected communities in Bo

This participant was emg|
Haram terrorists on

'c on the impact of the destructive activities of Boko
e of Borno State and the North East in general. He
aistration over the human and material losses suffered in

expressed sadness

the region. e he expressed sympathy for the victims of these criminal
terrorist a the area, while also condemning the adverse effects on socio-
econom ohtlcal outlook of the region in general.

@ {Resident of affected community 1/11/2021}

It was (% d that Nigeria is presently confronted with a serious threat to its national security
through the violent activities of Boko Haram terrorists across the nation, especially in northern
Nigeria.The frequent news of terrorist attacks is worrisome. Terrorists attack civilians, churches,
mosques, media houses, international organization such as the UN Office, security forces as well

as rail and aviation transports. The proliferation of terrorist organizations and their alliances with
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international terrorist networks makes the challenge of terrorism in Nigeria a very delicate
phenomenon, requiring a holistic remedy to forestall further deterioration socio-economic and
political structures. Nigeria's socio-economic growth is seriously threatened by the increased
sophistication of the Boko Haram and other affiliated terrorist networks. No state of Nigeria is

presently spared of the onslaught by terrorists. There are records of gross violations of human

rights by terrorists as well as severe human and material losses across the nation %\V\

A participant revealed that: %é(/

Boko Haram terrorist activities resulted in the tion of farmlands and
economic activities. He noted that farmers live in{fealand can't go to their farms.
Terrorists were said to have burnt several ma @looted items, thus wrecking
various businesses. He also noted the co s&&y ood scarcity and high prices of
food and other essential items. Ac@g to the participant, there is the
prevalence of diseases such as malan’@ nutrition and diarrhea among children
and other vulnerable people, inglading™dged and sick people. He also confirmed
the feeling of frustration a uths, most of whom have taken to the use of
illicit drugs as well as prostitution among females. These new lifestyles are

considered self-impos %u lgences to cope with the effects of terrorism in the
affected areas. The @, nt also attested to the near collapse of socio-economic
te"

activities in Borno
& . {IDP Camp 07/10/2021}

&

Discussions fro and KlIs showed that the security forces have been unable to deal

adequately w@ ¢ terrorist groups because of inadequate capacity borne out of insufficient

adequate manpower . Because of these deficiencies, they are unable to decisively
deal with the terrorists and this has resulted to high level of insecurity in the country , making

Nigerians and other residents vulnerable to terrorist attacks.
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A participant revealed that:

A security personnel also had this to say: \\

Q

Boko Haram terrorism has grossly affected Borno State and its
residents, with severe economic losses worth billions of naira. It is
devastating and unimaginable. Common effects include population
displacements and relocations. Many non-indigenes were forced to
relocate to other states, closing their investments in Borno State.
Many residents too have become IDPs of various camps set up to
provide relief for victims of terrorism. This has dealt a big setback to
economic and social engagements in the state. In most of the V\
camps, life is still difficult for the people because of ina

provision of essential materials and other basic it
respondent exposed the sad reality most of the victims the
camps. Many residents of Borno State have bec he{p ess and

criminals are consistently taking advantage to k t and kidnap
without regards for the sanctity of human hVE(&
{University 11/11/2021}

X\

Most of the terrorists a ployed people. The Boko Haram terrorists are some
set of people not }% ith government. Most of the politicians use the terrorists
or

to stay in powe olitical reasons. Terrorist attacks have different effects on

economy, Q: and the social environment. It has brought poverty, insecurity
and as the peace of the people has been disrupted. Most of the states
affected is insecurity are not making progress. E.g. north east and north west;

th, ation calendar has been affected and most of these youths can be easily
criminality, and they can be easily employed by these terrorist groups.

Qﬂ ments of national power should be employed to fight terrorism in Nigeria. The

ilitary alone cannot eliminate terrorism. The military is more equipped than the
terrorists, but military line of operation is not sufficient to eliminate terrorism in
Nigeria. Other lines of operation or factors should be employed to fight or
eliminate terrorism. Diplomatic factor, information factor i.e. Ministries of
Information or Foreign Affairs, Finance etc. should be used. The military can
never checkmate terrorism alone out of the country. Other elements of national
power must play their roles with proper coordination.

{Military Gen. 11/12/2021}
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The researcher was able to gather information from the IDIs and Klls about the increased state of
helplessness, frustration and sadness among the people of Borno State, because of the high level
of insecurity in the state. This was exemplified by political and economic instability, suspended
visits to the state by outsiders, assassinations by Boko Haram terrorists, kidnappings, rapings
and forced marriages to terrorists, armed robberies, suicide bombings and relentless attacks on
government and security agents. This despicable state of affairs has culminated i %ﬂic and

financial difficulties, destruction of entrepreneurial ventures and pathetic i\@gﬂn the level of

S
A security personnel also had this to say: \&(/
Most of the terrorists are unemplo@ some are employed and placed in

different departments in Variou% wations. Most of their foot soldiers are
unemployed people who joi or\economy reasons. Some are employed but
facilitate operations of the tefgoridts. Most of the terrorists are driven by economic

poverty amongst the people of Borno State.

and political problems few are based on ideology; religious induced jihad.
Boko Haram terrorigts to establish their own caliphate and most of them are
hypocrites. Whene\é;wu send them packing from their camp you will find
things like c m, cxpensive and foreign alcohols in their camp. Under this
administragteQ\ terrorism has thrived unlike the situation under President
GoodLuck ministration. Since the death of Abubakar Shekau, Boko Haram
terre&t\s, e appeared degraded .They have some of their informants amongst
t % ity services. People in employment are part of them. Democracy allows
events unlike military regime. All this cannot happen under military regime.
he effect of terrorism is on agriculture; most of these agricultural products come
from the North East, especially from most of these affected regions. The effect is
negative. The Nigerian military can handle them, but what these terrorists do is
guerrilla warfare. For example, in China you can see the low level of crime
because of their system of government and laws put in place. That is why you see
their economy booming. Government should review the policies of terrorism,
especially that of repentant terrorists.
{Military Gen. 7/12/2021}
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The researcher gathered more information from the IDIs and Klls that politicians were the
sponsors of Boko Haram terrorism and associated criminal activities in Borno State®. It is
common assertion that Boko Haram recruits who are mostly dejected and brainwashed youths,
are being sponsored by northern politicians to cause instability in the country®?. According to
Economic Times, Boko Haram terrorists' violent activities have resulted in a systemic disruption
of the existing economic outlook and framework in northern Nigeria>?. The ext@&astation
caused by terrorists in the North East, through the destruction of farmlan g, burning of
foodstuffs and domestic animals, have contributed immensely to food (nse in the region and
this could trigger famine in the region. Similarly, updates from th@ Early Warning Systems,
indicated rising food insecurity>*. Furthermore, remedial ac% as check points established by
security forces, were noted to have restricted the m f people from one point to another,
coupled with increased cost of public transporta ThiS"trend in turn, limited trading activities and

created intense nutritional crises, as food 1ns%' remained unabated. Equally, there were reports

remedied. In the same vein, thg a nt nutritional deficiency resulting from food insecurity, is

of aggravated childhood diseases o m@persistent poor nutrition and these were mostly not
éﬁx

believed to have caused % of deaths in conflict areas. It is generally accepted that the
Boko Haram terrcu%&his resulted in several fatalities and worsened food and nutritional
insecurity. Th also stressed the destruction of health and educational facilities, support
servicesQQ as the entrenchment of a sense of dejection and helplessness among the people of

northern Nigeria.

The activities of Boko Haram terrorists have created a high rate of unemployment and equally
limited the efforts of the Borno State Government at infrastructural development, causing the

abandonment of many road, bridge and housing projects. Statistics revealed that, as at 2017, 57%
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of all schools in Borno State could not continue to operate due to Boko Haram terrorism, thus

temporarily suspending the education of about three million children in the state.>

The researcher also collected information about the inadequacy of relief support available to the
victims of terrorism. It was poorly rated by the study participants. They indicated it was
inadequate and unsatisfactory. Majority of the participants expressed displeasu@he poor
quality of relief materials made available at the IDP camps by governmen ¥¢5. In the same
vein, the participants acknowledged they preferred the quality of religf % brought by private

donors to the ones from government agencies. This brings to t‘%@ 1ssues of corruption and

misappropriation of funds released by government for the S&)PS

A repentant Boko Haram member also adde(\%\

Employment and som beneﬁts were reasons why most of them joined the
Boko Harm terrorist e said that most of the repentant terrorists may rejoin
the terrorist groyp 1 Nigerian government fails to make available their basic
needs. He s %@at education, shelter and employment are things government
promise desert the deadly group. He said they need shelter because most
of th ot return back to their homes or communities and employment to start
a z;4'{6. He further stated that most of the foot soldiers are from Chad and few

igeria.

The Nigerian Government must ensure a holistic approach at countering the effects of Boko

{Repentant BH 22/10/2021}

Haram terrorism. The soft and hard remedial approaches must be exploited in line with global
standards. This would include battlefield initiative as well as the whole of people involvement

to defeat the Boko Harm terrorists. It is for this reason that a scholar noted that national security
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entails the preservation of the sovereignty of the state, the inviolability of its territorial integrity
as well as the obligation of citizens to ensure collective defence against all internal and external
threats to the nation. These findings from this aspect of the study confirms the assertion that
activities of Boko Haram terrorists have adversely raised the level of insecurity and the quest
for national dialogue, to address the underlying ethnic, religious, political and socio-economic
challenges created by the menace of terrorism. It has made the national quest intense
and needing urgent solutions. It is believed that a peaceful and st fon with good

governance would facilitate peaceful coexistence and national dev&m
\

Objective 2: The Modus Operandi of Terrorists to U <gfe National Security

This section investigates the different activities 0 lets through a qualitative technique (In-

depth interview). Based on the outcome OQ\;\S dy, it showed that several terrorist activities

have been recorded in north east ly Borno State, with adverse implications on the
security of the communities. & It of terrorist attacks, several lives and property were
and shops, as such hoodlums use the undue advantage to loot

destroyed, including ma@
people’s property, lyg&y er the guise of terrorism.
The ﬁn% indicated that the terrorist attacks disrupted the running of government, destroyed
institutions of government and accounted for the loss of many lives. These gruesome attacks
instill fear in the people and create a heightened state of insecurity, giving undue attention to

terrorists. They also raise funds by kidnapping for ransom and levying communities to guarantee

their safety. This has created a state of insecurity across the nation in general and not only in the
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northeastern region of the country. These terrorist activities have brought economic hardships to

the extent that people cannot pay full attention to farming activities because of incessant attacks

and killing of farmers across the nation.

A participant revealed that:

Borno State is in serious distress and needs urgent help to %xahat Boko
C

Haram terrorists are completely defeated. However, concerpti ent events,
the capacity of the Nigerian security forces is inadequ means urgent
action has to be taken to improve, otherwise, the actjviti Boko Haram will
continue to trouble the peace and prosperity of Bo A{

the terrorists have also strained the once cordj rg%’au

and Muslims. Similarly, Boko Haram terrori
and political outlook of the state. They de
life difficult for citizens. Adequate

te, The violent actions of
onship among Christians

S rippled the socio-economic
(e{kelevant infrastructure and make
and security are lacking and many
citizens have become increasingly thgted. You hear of kidnappings, robberies
and criminality freqgently, forci %y people to relocate to other more peaceful

states. He stated that peace % return to Borno State and other parts of the
country unless Boko Ha i

rists and other criminal elements are defeated.
He indicated that milit: ion alone may not end terrorism in Nigeria. Finally,
he recommended oﬁQ/ ity policing to improve the current security situation in

Nigeria.
Q\ N {Police Commander. 2/12/2021}

Another participa (&fs to say:

% of the terrorists work on ideology; they don’t operate on their own; they

ngok for people to implement this ideology and they recruit their foot soldiers.

Terrorism is used to achieve political goals and this is the situation in Nigeria.
Most of the politicians use terrorists to attain power. Democracy has enabled
terrorism to grow stronger in Nigeria. Democracy is good but if the type of
democracy practiced abroad is retained in Nigeria, then there is problem.
Democracy should be domesticated. Democracy is good but if not well managed
it has a way of being used against the peace of the nation. The effect of terrorism
on political, economic and social activities has led to lack of progress, making the
nation unstable. This has given rise to poverty and when there is a poverty,
people stand up against the government. It is one of the reasons you see security
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agents everywhere. Military alone cannot end terrorism. There is need for more
involvement of citizens, if not terrorism will not leave Nigeria. There should be
effective national security policy and national security strategy for countering
terrorism in Nigeria. The counter terrorism strategy in Nigeria is not yet fully
implemented, though, the strategy in place is very rich.

{Military Gen. 2/11/2021}

The opinions of the study participants agree with the view that terrorism d@ys inter-
communal confidence and cohesion as well as liquidates the pool of social(Ca * This clearly
constitutes an inhibition of the needed ingredients for the establis@ of peaceful and

harmonious societies as well as attempts at harnessing efforts fot) athable development!!.

One of the respondents had this to say: ®

Boko Haram terrorist group ma % of stones, machetes, knives,
sophisticated and high-calibre &us, improvised explosive devices,
landmines, guns mounted %,d(up trucks, armoured vehicles and
motorcycles to perpetrate ¥ s. In Nigeria, Boko Haram deliberately
kill civilians in attacks ughout the northeastern States of Borno
Adamawa and Yobe. reports confirmed that Boko Haram terrorists
killed many c%@‘during attacks on Askira Uba, Baga, Bama,
Damasak, ) \Gwoza, Kwajafa, Madagali, Maiduguri, Michika and
Mubi. The terrofists mostly send death threats to communities, calling for
supp &Q inviting youths to participate in the work of Allah. They
ki emhose adults that turned down their invitation. There were cases
%lly murdered bodies of victims being displaced publicly. The
rists either shot or hacked many of them to death. Others were
Q\anged or stoned to death in a very gory manner. The Boko Haram
recruitment strategy involves abduction and indoctrination of youths.
The young men become foot soldiers after indoctrination while the girls
are sexually exploited, some forced into marriages to terrorists, while
others are used as labour force to carry out chores. Many victims of Boko
Haram terrorism have disappeared in this manner, without any hope of
reuniting with their families. Various human rights abuses characterize
the activities of Boko Haram terrorists in all the affected areas. They beat
and torture their victims and even adopt forceful conversion to Islam,
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propagating their wicked ideology. These wicked terrorists have
continued to carry out inhuman treatments of their victims in
communities controlled by them. These inhuman treatments have forced
many people to abandom their communities and relocate to IDP camps to
seek refuge.

{IDP Camp Director 14/11/2021}

Another respondent confirmed to the researcher the various incidents of forced @s by the
Boko Haram terrorists. It was reported that the terrorists killed the @' most of the
communities and thereafter forcefully married the women. The force m%'ages were conducted
by the terrorist Imam. Additionally, the younger girls were ;%&cru}[ed into forced labour,

to do domestic chores for the terrorists in their respectiy: Equally there were reports of

sad experiences of young girls giving birth and o@ng pregnancy miscarriages in very
appalling conditions. \l\\

According to reports received d@?ﬁerous interviews conducted by the Office of the High

Commissioner for Human s (OHCHR) in Nigeria, many women died during childbirth,
while others abandone newborn babies as they fled from Boko Haram attacks on Baga,
Gwoza and Mic@ﬁqually, several women who were previously held in captivity by the
terrorists r@ ¢t the same experiences, giving credence to the report of brutality by Boko
Haram %mts. A woman rescued from Sambisa Forest narrated her ordeal to OHCHR, which
included witnessing 10 childbirths while in captivity. There were also reports of many babies
that died while the women trekked long distances in the Sambisa Forest. Sadly, most of the dead
babies didnt get proper burial, as the women fled for their lives during Boko Haram terrorist

attacks.
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A security personnel also had this to say:

The Boko Haram terrorist group has recruited most of the boys and girls
for active terrorist activities. Some boys were forced by the terrorists to
attack their own families as a mark of loyalty to the sect. Similarly, girls

were forced to marry terrorists, clean, cook and carry equipment and
weapons. The terrorists also use many boys and girls as human shields
and to detonate explosives. The vicious group has maintained this evil
trend since 2014. In May 2015, for instance, a 12-year-old girl was use

to detonate an explosive device at a bus station in Damaturu, Yobe &\
killing seven people. Also during Boko Haram terrorist attacks, %
young recruits were used to expose those who refused to joi N\ p,

as well as unmarried women and girls in affected commu

> Boko

Haram terrorists destroyed socio-economic infras urg in most

communities recaptured by military forces. cti consistently
recounted that Boko Haram terrorists systematic oyed and looted
homes during their attacks. These evil acts espread and part of
the group’s strategy to dominate territorie o prevent escapees from

returning home.

@Wiﬁtary Personnel 2/11/2021}

A police officer interviewed reveale@

Q

The North East a%d)r educational system than the south. Poverty and lack of
education m@r( asy for the rise of terrorism in Nigeria, especially for Boko
Haram ecruitment in the affected regions. Most of the parents give out
their ghildren to become al-majiris i.e. children educated in Islamic seminaries

a Boko Haram recruits mostly from them. These students are mostly
on the streets. In return, the cleric or religious leader supports them with

Qt;y , shelter, and religious education. This is the origin of the false narrative that

estern Education is Forbidden. Northern Nigeria is backward, and that the
north’s Sharia Law is not effective. The leader of the deadly sect, Mohammad
Yusuf, was also al-majiri. Boko Haram terrorists target al-majiris for their
recruitment, because they are ready tools prepared by the clerics. University
students were also recruited after being brainwashed by Mohammad Yusuf’s
sermons condemning Western education. Many tore their certificates and joined
the deadly terrorist group.They complained about high unemployment in the
North East. Yusuf combined his ideology with promises of a better life hereafter.
Many graduates destroyed their certificates or left school . Among the people who
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destroyed their certificates were the Yobe State Governor’s nephew, the Borno
State's Secretary’s son, and five sons of a successful businessman in the region.
Most of those who joined the sect were either brainwashed or abducted.

{Police Officer 12/11/2021}

;l"he findings from the field survey supports the views that Boko Haram terrorism was developed
with a substantial number of adherents from the North East Region of Nigeri mbersh1p
grew from dejected youths to other wealthy and educated adherents o %e ideology. It
was evident from the interviews and discussions that most of the fi § bers of the deadly
sect are known by the people in the various communities. The@t d the group when it began
to operate violently against innocent civilians. In the sa <€9§ those sympathetic to the cause
of the terrorist group are also well known in the s ccording to a military personnel and
two scholars from the north who interacte @e researcher, many members of the Boko
Haram terrorist group and their sympat% ed within the same communities and were quite
familiar with themselves prior to g&r\ultment

It could be concluded ther that support for Boko Haram terrorism is not restricted to the

poor, uneducated peop@ orth East, but also includes educated and wealthy recruits. This

negates the popl@ ion that lack of education is responsible for Boko Haram terrorism in
northern ]\@

Objective 3: The Impact of Terrorism on National Security in Nigeria

The effect of terrorism on national security is obvious on political, economy and social
engagements in Nigeria. The Nigerian government is doing everything to fight terrorism and has

adopted different approaches in that respect. The Boko Haram terrorism has affected the northern
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parts of Nigeria, especially within the North East Region, which has a higher spread of Muslim
population than the southern parts of Nigeria. Borno State has been most impacted by the Boko
Haram terrorism, recording about 30,000 deaths from July 2011 to date, while Adamawa State

has witnessed about 4,000 deaths.

Several fatalities resulting from the violent activities of Boko Haram terr '\t&a’e been

reported across the North East of Nigeria. For instance, on 27 July 2019, al\@gsﬂears after the

establishment of the deadly seect, 65 people were murdered at Nai ri. Equally, on 10
February 2020, Boko Haram terrorists brutally burnt about 30 ’S‘e\to Eeath while sleeping in
their vehiles at Auno, enroute Maiduguri. The activities% y terrorist groups continue till
date and extends to other parts of the country, in the banditry, kidnapping and unknown
gun men. The Federal Government of Nigeriaﬁ%ﬁly declared bandits as terrorists, in view of

their nefarious and gruesome activities Q&dﬁe North West and North Central states as well as

other parts of southern Nigeria. (8\

In response to the differ Q%&c'fs of terrorist attacks in Borno State, a community member
explained that: 6

’\Erent terrorist attacks have psychological impact on the people. It has

ed societies and caused collective trauma on residents. Boko Haram
errorists mostly use dangerous weapons to commit heinous crimes. They kill,
maim, rape and infringe continually on people's fundamental rights. In some
instances, they loot and extort funds from innocent citizens. They are a very
heartless bunch of people. They have destroyed economic activities and education
of our children. We are eagerly praying for an end to their activities in our
communities.

{Community Resident 18/11/2021}
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A security personnel also explained further that:

Boko Haram terrorists have caused serious devastation to socio-economic
activities in the North East. They killed farmers, destroyed markets and
raided residential homes at will, killing, kidnapping and looting people's
property. Even churches, schools and mosques were not spared. The
terrorists have restricted movement of residents by destroying bridges
and other social infrastructure. They equally kidnap young people and
indoctrinate them into joining their terrorist group through their religio
ideology. It was a traumatic experience for the victims of these Vi@

terrorist attacks. <</

{Military Personne 21}
Qs
In line with the above, it was reported that most villages \@F&oyed by terrorist attacks in
December 2014. The extent of the devastation was ¢ ated by returnee victims who had
fled the violent terrorist attacks. Many of the ‘wetiyrhees recounted how the Boko Haram
terrorists raided their houses and conﬁs@elr money, food and property. Some of the
terrorists even took over people's h many instances reported®’. For example, in Mabas,
Maxi, and Tourou (Cameroon),\i\a/ a and Ngoumao (Niger) and Baga (Nigeria), thousands
of residents were made h(@s'and as such, fled overnight because of Boko Haram terrorist
attacks. According,to\repprts from the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 40 per

cent of reg%@n ernally displaced persons in northeastern Nigeria acknowledged the
troct

complet@ ion of their houses by Boko Haram terrorists, while 26 per cent reported
partia&nage to their homes, and other 21 per cent could not ascertain the state of their

homes>’.

189



A police officer interviewed revealed that;

The state has the responsibility to protect the right to life of individuals within
their jurisdiction from attacks by terrorist groups. Such an obligation involves the
emplacement of adequate measures to safeguard the lives of citizens from attacks,
investigation of human rights violations as well as infringements of international
humanitarian laws. Furthermore, investigations must be done thoroughly and
independently and those found culpable should be prosecuted. The state also
needs to provide adequate and effective counter-measures to curb thgecurrence
of rights abuses. He expounded the provisions of Article 4 of %national
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights "which provides fo Ssibility for
states to adjust temporarily certain obligations under the téx&& time of public
emergency which threatens the life of the nation, provide% ber of conditions
are met, in particular that measures are limited to x@nt strictly required by
the exigencies of the situation, that adequate sa(e‘gi’ ds are in place to protect
i

against arbitrary and disproportionate inter % ith human rights, and that
procedural safeguards are never limited 1 ner that would circumvent the

protection of non-derogable rights." I% régard, he admonished the state to
develop strategies to prevent terroristy attdcks within their areas of jurisdiction.

N
S
O

The findings from this aspect of t@y also confirm widespread atrocities by the Boko Haram

{Police Officer 12/11/2021}

terrorists. The activities t¥rorists are characterized by gross human rights violations and
serious breaches of h&wmational humanitarian laws. The resultant loss of lives and property
as well as the d ing effects on socio-economic and political engagements in Borno State in
particul colossal. This trend of Boko Haram terrorists’ violent activities has severe
implication§ for national security in Nigeria. It is imperative therefore that urgent remedial
actions are taken by the government to safeguard lives and property, while also providing needed

succour to the victims of terrorism across the country.
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Objective 4: Challenges and Prospects in Combating Terrorism for Enhanced National

Security in Nigeria

This section looks at the different challenges and prospects in combating terrorism in Nigeria and
the impact on national security, through a qualitative technique (In-depth interview). A major

challenge in the fight against terrorism in Nigeria is the need to identify and preven the sources

of terrorist funding. There are various joint initiatives in this respect betwee and other
partners at the sub-regional, regional and global levels, though much ¢ tlve efforts are
still necessary, to completely incapacitate the ravaging terrorls oko Haram terrorist

group and other affiliates utilize their strong financial base } (’gln their nefarious activities,
including the recruitment of vulnerable citizens in old Information elicited from

respondents in this respect, confirmed the efforts (\Q ate and non-state actors to identify and

block the sources and channels of terrorist f@&

In an Interview with a Milit@ﬂ, he said that:

.
Counterin@rist financing is a difficult task. Most of the stakeholders and
actors a% asingly being faced with several challenges in the fight against
terr@, iff particular, identifying and blocking the sources of terrorism funding.
is* the reality despite various institutional, legislative, and policy
ements. The National Counter-Terrorism Strategy (NACTEST) is yet to
ake any meaningful impact at addressing the threats of terrorism and terrorist
financing. This is evident considering the sustained violent activities of Boko
Haram terrorists and other radical jihadist groups across the nation.

{Military Gen. 2/11/2021}
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A key informant also supported this line of argument that:

The menace of Boko Haram terrorism in Borno State was aggravated by the
restriction of movement by the government, along Maiduguri-Dikwa, Gamboru
Ngala and Damboa Axis. The action virtually emboldened the Boko Haram
terrorists who completely gained control of the route and continued to unleash

terror on passengers.
{Civilian Joint Taskforce in Maiduguri 22/%2\021 }

N

Interview with a Senior Research Fellow on Counter- terrorism: %

It is a serious matter to counter Boko Haram terrorjst\fina
shift to practical implementation of the policie% a y\
a

purpose. All hands must be on deck to ens t government succeeds in the
fight against terrorism in Nigeria. Th%7 much written down about
countering terrorist funding but with ljt \ lementation. The scenario has to
change for the better to be able to cri %orist financing. The collaborations at
the sub-regional and regional ley, e practically oriented.

(\ { Senior Research Fellow 2/11/2021}

&

A respondent stated durin interview that:

Inter—ag@ooperation is very instrumental to a successful fight against
terrm% m/Nigeria. Outright negligence and lack of cooperation among security

are major challenges to deal with. The agencies also need to build more

ies to be able to effectively contend with the terrorists. Government must

Qbe proactive in this regard, to ensure that security forces are well equipped to

defeat the terrorists across Nigeria. They must deploy in great overwhelming

strength to completely subdue the Boko Haram terrorists and other criminals

troubling Nigeria. Security agencies need to be well coordinated and use modern
techniques in their operations against terrorists' operations and funding.

{Assoc. Professor of Political Science, 12/12/2021}

ing. Emphasis must
put in place for that
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The various contributions by respondents were buttressed by the assertions of the United Nations
Security Council on the challenges of tracing and blocking terrorist financing. They maintained
that the Boko Haram terrorists mostly rely on informal sources of funding. Such informal
sources include illegal activities like smuggling, collection of levies from communities, looting
and armed robbery, kidnapping for ransom as well as wilful contributions by members. These

sources of terrorist financing and their delivery channels are difficult to track@?e\relevant

agencies and institutions established for that purpose®”’. %%
¢\\ \
Another respondent stated during the interview that: %(.)
It is difficult to track the informal sourc ncing utilized by Boko Haram
terrorists because of the absence of re wtelligence. Sophisticated techniques

are required to track terrorists throtghN\their mobile phones or other sources of
communication. Government xploit the use of modern technology in this
respect to continually moni %activities of these terrorist groups, including
their financing. Good ipite lgm:e gathering techniques will help identify the
sponsors of terroris whom could be influential people in the society.

N
Interview with a Milit@vyer who stated that:
Thewation requires an effective counter-terrorism strategy to fully address the
terrorism in Nigeria. Efforts must be made to prosecute all those arrested
itnconnection with terrorism, to serve as a deterrence to other people. The idea of
erentant terrorists should be taken carefully. Most of such repentant terrorists
Q may not be sincere. Government must enhance the capacities of security agencies
to effectively take on the Boko Haram and other terrorist groups in Nigeria.
Needful too to address the underlying challenges such as poverty, unemployment
and the dangerous issue of negative ideology. Religious preachings must be
regulated to prevent undue indoctrination of ignorant citizens.

{Affected Community Resident 2/11/2021}

{Military Lawyer 2/11/2021}
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A respondent stated during the interview that:

Another respondent stated during the interview that: %

Every Nigerian must be involved in the fight against terrorism. The nation cannot
make meaningful progress if citizens continue to collude with terrorists to
undermine national security. A holistic counter-terrorism approach is necessary to
win the fight against Boko Haram and other terrorist groups operating in Nigeria.

{Professor of Engineeri%\s&ﬂﬂﬂ

\ .
It is important that government identifies the r g’ay\s of terrorism with a view

rces alone cannot solve the
ng threats of negative Islamic
st be thoroughly remedied. It calls
re that only the correct interpretations

to addressing them. The deployment of se
problems of terrorism in Nigeria. The
ideology and other socio-economic i
for regulation of religious sermons, t
&Qm needs to address the problems of hunger,

are given to the adherents. Go
unemployment, drug addicti@ gling and poverty in general.

\<§3 ( Conflict Resolution Researcher 11/12/2021).

Q?\‘

A politician has this td sa\

x\'ous that our security forces need more capacity to defeat the terrorists.
ment must do all it takes to fully equip the security forces to effectively
deal

with the Boko Haram and other terrorist groups. It is also necessary for

Qngvemment to address the political and socio-economic issues that promote

terrorism in Nigeria. Government must show the political will to arrest and
prosecute the sponsors of terrorism and their foot soldiers.

( Politician in Maiduguri 11/12/2021)
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The findings from this aspect of the study clearly indicates the inadequacies in the capacities of
the security forces and other relevant agencies in Nigeria. Access to modern technology and
techniques would certainly make a difference in favour of the security forces and relevant
agencies. There is the need for effective intelligence gathering techniques to be able to track
terrorists' financing and their sponsors as well as effectively policing the various porous borders
and ungoverned spaces.The Boko Haram and other terrorist groups have bec@?&asingly
sophisticated in their operational involvements. In this regard, the Ni e% curity forces
require adequate manpower and equipment to overwhelmingly def: t%rrorists. Similarly,

\
the various political, ideological, religious and socio-economiﬁﬁ%k:nges need to be urgently

addressed by the Nigerian Government. \&(/
Objective 5: Strategies for Improving N ationz@n Nigeria

The level of insecurity in Nigeria has beco@’ming and disturbing to both government and
citizens. To remedy this trend of inse@it is pertinent to examine the possible causes with a

view to finding lasting solutt{ ihprove national security. The study identified different

strategies of improving 1 Security in Nigeria through in-depth interviews (ID). The focus

was to examine tl;xcgqtj
improvement @wl security in Nigeria.

N

A military personnel explained that:

utions of government and the various stakeholders towards the

The Nigerian National Security Strategy relies on sectoral strategies and the
sectoral documents are derived for the Grand Strategy and the National Security
Strategy. They are developed as responses to the identified threats to Nigeria’s
national interests. Some of these strategies are fully articulated, including the
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National Defense Policy, the National Counter Terrorism Strategy, and the
National Policy on Public Safety and Security. All these strategies are meant to

counter insecurity in Nigeria and improve national security.
{Military General 2/11/2021}

The comment of the above interviewee buttressed the complexities of the Nige%security

environment. It therefore calls for an effective counter-terrorism strate %& edy the

challenges of terrorism and ultimately improve national security in Ni%h quires efficient

coordination and cooperation among all the security agencies. \ \

Another participant added that: §

The different instruments ’\i‘mplementing national security in Nigeria
comprises of the Joint Ingelli Board which has both advisory and executive

functions. It provides sident with advice, reports and current assessments
of all matters affe '&’Be security of Nigeria; formulating general security
policies and procedixgsy reviewing current issues of national security; and acting
promptly to with subversion and unrest, after due consultation with the
Presiden .@epartment of State Services (DSS), Defense Intelligence Agency
(DIA) and ional Intelligence Agency (NIA) are specialized agencies for the
Cco ’%«{n of intelligence and the provision of security services. The DSS provides
i % security, The NIA provides external intelligence and DIA provides
%se intelligence and security. The Armed Forces, Police and paramilitary
Q roups carry out specialized tasks to improve national security.

{Military Intelligence Officer 12/12/2021}
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A respondent said that:

All the national security policymakers work with key officers and appropriate
committees of both chambers, especially in cases where secrecy is necessary. A
lot needs to be done to strengthen transparency and accountability in terms of
security matters. The government is continuously refining means in the
implementation phase so that security strategies can achieve their desired

objectives. V\
(Interview with Politician18/1 2/@\

The government is continuously contending with the dynamism e{3§o Haram terrorists,
ISWAP and other terrorist organizations operating in Nigeria% 15ts seem to change tactitcs

frequently to circumvent the initiatives of the securit@ﬂuis was corroborated in a 2017

North Atlantic Treaty Organization's (NATO) Rev?% e trend necessitates the evolvement of
improved strategies to contend with the n@ terrorism in Nigeria. There is the need to

constantly review the various security %gl s in place in Nigeria, to seize the initiative from

the terrorists. \<§3
Another respondent op@t:

against terrorism in Nigeria must be holistic, involving all law abiding
ns. Terrorists rely on popular support from the populace to sustain their
perations. Efforts must be tailored towards cutting that support. The
Q overwhelming majority of the people must team up with the government and
security agencies to defeat the Boko Haram and other terrorist groups tormenting
Nigeria. All of population approach is key in the fight against terrorism. People
must renounce their dangerous ideology and provide useful information to
government agencies about the activities of terrorists. Government must identify
and dissuade all the sponsors of terrorism as well as other sympathizers and
collaborators.
(Interview with a Researcher 11/12/2021)
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4.4. Discussion of Major Findings

The Nigerian counter-terrorism operations have increased due to the increasing activities of
diverse terrorist groups, making the country one of the most impacted countries in Sub-Saharan
Africa. As a result of this, the national question arises because of the impact of terrorism on
political, economy and social well being of the country. The significant findings align with the
study objectives and several works of literature reviewed as well as the theoretic ework.
The study revealed that the impact of terrorism in Nigeria has abated relati\, Wely as a result
of factional splits within Boko Haram and other terrorist groups&he strategy has been
adopted severally by terrorists to deceive security forces J i ia.\ They usually return
stronger with new strategies and deadly consequence % re, security forces and other

agencies must be dynamic in the fight against .t . It requires constant review and

improvement of counter-terrorism strategies i@g

The findings from this study identi@é‘speciﬁc functions of different stakeholders at ensuring

that peace and stability are $c_h d in Nigeria through effective counter-terrorism strategies.
is

It identified the impac

From the findin e study it is obvious that poverty among other factors is the reason for

m as well as the various challenges of countering the menace.

increased § ctivities in Nigeria. This agrees with the work of another researcher that
argued flict and criminality are functions of poverty of the working class in a capitalist-

oriented society>®.

The high level of insecurity prevalent in Nigeria as a result of terrorism gave rise to the national

question. This took the form of political, ethnic and religious agitations. There have been calls
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for the introduction of a new constitution for Nigeria which would better guarantee equity,
justice and fairness among the various ethnic groups, as against the inadequacies of the 1999
Constitution. The issues of devolution of power to the states, state police, revenue allocation and
the recent clamour for self-determination and rotational presidency among others have become

contentious in recent time.

Boko Haram and other splinter terrorist groups undermine national security i a through
gruesome destruction of lives and property. Terrorists levy communiti i8¢ funds for their
nefarious activities. They equally kidnap for ransom, loot and abd@z\ens to instill fear in the
populace and gain undue attention. The northeastern States (_ao Adamawa and Yobe are
worst hit by the menace of Boko Haram terrorism, t in recent time, other states of the
federation had experienced major terror 1nc1d§Q etrated by marauding Boko Haram

elements.

The impacts of terrorism on Ni e@ktional security are political, social and economic in
nature. They range from poljtfedl upheavals to severe disruptions in the socio-economic structure
of the nation. Most fa % communities now live in fear of being killed, resulting in food
insecurity and h ices of foodstuff. Many citizens have been killed, families disintegrated
and childr chool because of terrorist attacks. Also, many citizens are now IDPs with
little hc@ returning to normal routines in their communities. Boko Haram terrorists have

destroyed basic infrastructure in most communities, making life unbearable for the people.

The efforts of the Nigerian Government at combating Boko Haram terrorists have been limited
by several challenges. These challenges include inadequate capacity by security agencies to deal

with the menace as well as lack of political will by the government. Consequently, there is
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mutual distrust amongst the major ethnic groups and general feeling of discontent among the
populace regarding the insincerity of the Federal Government to deal decisively with the
terrorists. There is also the difficulty of tracking terrorist financing and sponsors. The spread of
false religious and ideological narratives are equally posing a serious threat to national security

in Nigeria.

)

It is widely believed that the use of the military and other security agenci% in the fight
against terrorism would not give the desired results. Little wonder the@e of terrorism has
lingered for years despite heavy military deployments and operattens ross the country. It is
expedient for the military and other security agencies to b r capacity through the use of
modern technologies and enhanced manpower to d L% degrade the terrorists. The Federal
Government is also expected to show more &i and political will in getting rid of the
terrorists in Nigeria while also promptl Mressing the issues of poverty, hunger and
unemployment that are currently prgv the country. The fight against terrorism should be
the responsibility of every laxbm citizen of Nigeria, signifying all of population approach

as a more effective count@\orism strategy.

It is imperati@vemment encourages the support and cooperation of all law abiding
citizens in%c

sources of\gerrorists' financing and isolating the terrorists. The government needs to identify and

lective fight against terrorism. Efforts must be geared towards cutting off the

dissuade sponsors of terrorism, sympathizers and other collaborators. It is necessary also to
identify the underlying political, ideological, religious and socio-economic issues that promote
terrorism, with a view to providing effective remedies. Equally, unproductive ideologies and

religious teachings must be regulated to stem cases of indoctrination of citizens. Government
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must promote counter narratives to hinder further spread of Boko Haram and other false
ideologies and sermons misleading various citizens. It is evident that military options alone,

without addressing other root causes, would not decisively defeat terrorism in Nigeria.

4.5 The Impact of Boko Haram Terrorism in Northeastern Nigeria

Different studies have discussed the causes and impact of Boko Haram terroris people
of northeastern Nigeria. Similarly, some scholars have gone the extra mile &y out their
studies in Borno State, to interrogate the live experiences of selec ed ndents. A scholar
referred to the group's activities as a religious uprising in Northe e a It was futher averred
by another scholar that the sophistication and military @ of the Boko Haran terrorist
group, make their violent activities clearly distinc normal religious riots in Northern

%p had ulterior motives deeply rooted in

Nigeria'. It was asserted that the deadly terr

political and religious objectives of islamizaanJ f Nigeria as well as undermining the authority

of the Nigerian Government?. ((?\

The violent activities g f@pko Haram terrorist group since its establishment in 2009, have

brought severe ha the people of Northeastern Nigeria till date. Details of fatalities in
northern nge%giswned by the deadly activities of the sect revealed about 35,000 deaths
from 2% 23. Similarly, according to the UNHCR, over 3.2 million people were internally
displaced in Nigeria by the Boko Haram terrorism as at April 2022°. Similar reports from the
Borno State Goverment indicated that 2,246 claasrooms have been destroyed while about 512
public schools were attacked by the Boko Haram terrorist group in Borno State between 2009

and 2021. It is envisaged that the figures could rise in the face of unabated terrorists attacks in

Nigeria . In the same vein, as at March 2022, UNICEF reported that about 18.5 million children
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are currently out of school due to the activities of Boko Haram terrorists and other criminal

elements in northern Nigeria’.

According to the BBC, targeted attacks by the Boko Haram terrorists led to the killing of several
people in Nigeria progressively from the onset of their vicious activities. For instance, about 200
worshippers were killed in 2014, when the terrorist group attacked the Central k\‘n Kano.
Equally, the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office attributed over @gieaths and 900
people kidnapped in Nigeria to the brutal activities of Boko Haram teworisSsgtoup in 20148

\
The northeastern part of Nigeria has incurred huge economic ! s\o the tune of about USD 9
7

billion due to the activities of the Boko Haram terrorists \1&@

have been most impacted economically, as its esti% ss was about USD 5.9 billion out of

. Borno State was reported to

the total estimates for northern Nigeria. Fuﬁ@qvastations occasioned by terrorist activities
include about USD 3.5 billion losses %&ﬁwltural products in the North East of Nigeria.
Similarly, other critical infrastmct@e also destroyed by terrorists, including about 450,000

houses, 95 per cent of whichqwke}ﬁomo State®.
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Notwithstanding the ongoing military operations against terrorists across Nigeria, loss of lives
and property as well as socio-economic, religious and political setbacks have continued
unabated®. There are several reports of more displacements of population in Maiduguri and other
parts of northern Nigeria, attributed to the onslaught by terrorists, mostly Boko Haram terrorists
and those of ISWAP!?. Sadly, this ugly trend has extended up to the North West, North Central
regions and the southern parts of Nigeria. There is therefore the urgent need igerian
Goverment to reappraise its counter-terrorism strategies with a view to che\ g the seeming
boldness and relentless vicious attacks by terrorists across the nation\
\
&

4.6 Armed Herdsmen and Insecurity in Nigeria &(/:
d

In Nigeria in recent time, armed herdsmen hav@ terror on several communities in the
t

Middle-Belt region of Nigeria. Their Violen@' 18s have extended to Plateau, Benue, Taraba,
Niger, Plateau, Nasarawa and Southernna States as well as to the southern parts of Nigeria.
The spate of vicious attacks by@ed herdsmen have equally been of grave concern,
resulting in ethnic and poli@@nsion across the nation. In 2013, a group of armed herdsmen
further migrated from@iddle—Belt region to the Eastern and Southern parts of Nigeria,
wrecking hav c@farming communities. Some researchers refer to the menace as
Farmers/ %nﬂicts, involving mainly a struggle for land and pasture!!. Of recent, the
armed &rs have become increasingly violent and their activities have accounted for various
deaths, rapes, kidnappings as well as the destruction of farmlands and other property belonging
to community members. The violent actions of these armed herdsmen bear resemblance to those

of Boko Haram and other terrorist groups operating across the nation. Evidently, the violent

actions of armed herdsmen constitute a serious threat to national security, in terms of the
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resultant loss of lives, property and battered national image as well as funds meant to cater for
the numerous people displaced from their communities by these criminal elements, which could

have been utilized for other developmental purposes!?.

Several human fatalities have been linked to the deadly attacks perpetrated by armed Fulani
herdsmen in Nigeria!®>. The 2015 Global Terrorism Index (GTI) ranked armed as the
fourth deadliest militant group in the world. Credible reports indicated Q t 5,275 were
killed by this vicious armed group between 2015 and 2018, Ad itionally, the International
Crises Group (ICG) indicated that in 2016, about 62,000 ere displaced from their
communities in Benue, Plateau and Kaduna States, by V% lani herdsmen's.-According to
estimates from the Global Terrorism Index 2019 o pact of terrorism, human fatalities
from terrorism in Nigeria was 2,040 in 201&§gﬂfying an increase of 33 per cent. Terror-
related incidents increased from 411 i 562 in 2018. The escalation was attributed to
increased violence by armed Ful i men across Nigeria. Violent clashes between armed
herdersmen and farmers hei ﬁ*\ n 2018, with about 300,000 people displaced from their
communities. The Bo ‘ terrorist group and armed Fulani herdsmen are responsible for
about 78 per ¢ &terror related incidents as well as 86 per cent of human fatalities's.
Similarly, t§$r report, over 7000 people were killed between 2018 and 2019 due to the

Vicious%

by Fulani herdsmen poses a serious threat to national unity and consequently, national security in

s of Boko Haram terrorists and Fulani herdsmen!’. The spate of violent activities

Nigerial®,
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Many eminent personalities and opinion leaders have continually appealed for peace in Nigeria.
There have been strong voices against the seeming ineptitude of the government to stem the tide
of criminality across Nigeria!®. Violent attacks by Fulani herdsmen and other terrorists against
civilians affect both dominant religions in Nigeria.The danger of reprisal attacks is severe in
Nigeria with the apprehension that it could spark ethnic or religious uprising in the country?’.
The situation calls for restraint by all the stakeholders, while the govemm@nues to
explore ways of restoring peace and tranquility to Nigeria. The lack of politigalapi#l and seeming
insincerity by the government has created much apprehension amo&th cople?!. This feeling
of mistrust is commonly witnessed in the southern part of Ni @ere\ majority of the people
insinuate an ethnic and religious agenda by the northern a ainst the rest of the country??,
This has aggravated the national question, espec1a@§t e ongoing secession agitations by
the Yoruba and the Biafra nations in nge@e current political tension as a result of
heightened insecurity, is a serious threa% rvival of Nigeria.

Ny

4.7 Activities of the Indig Xﬂple of Biafra

The Indigenous Peg l®afra (IPOB) is a group that operates in the southeastern part of
Nigeria, seekin &abhshment of the Republic of Biafra. It would be recalled that a similar
agitation | %Nigerian Civil War from 1967-1970, which resulted in massive destruction
of lives® property. It is a strong commitment of government to protect the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Nigeria, hence it is not favourably disposed to any agitation of secession
by any ethnic group. In recent time, following the increasing level of insecurity and perceived
injustice and marginalization, some ethnic groups have continually agitated for self-

determination, to form separate republics, like the Republic of Biafra?. Such relentless agitation
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by aggrieved ethnic nationalities, like the Igbos of southeastern Nigeria, is a consequence of the

national question occasioned by terror-induced heightened insecurity across the nation.

The violent activities of IPOB and their recently created para-military wing, the Eastern Security
Network (ESN) necessitated military deployments, complemented by other security agencies, in
the southeastern states of Nigeria. The ongoing initiative is to restore peace and st hty to the
region. The crises which started at Orlu, a town in Imo State, in January 202 @/ me known
as Orlu Crises, withnessed brutal engagements between the security fo@q OBJ/ESN. The

conflict has since escalated in the South East of Nigeria, Wltf& rytal murder of several

innocent citizens, kidnappings and destruction of property“.(é}

On 19 February 2021, IPOB declared its resolv@inually engage security forces for

obstructing their self-determination agenda?®. gard, [IPOB and other collaborators have
consistently operated to undermine nationa@:ity in Nigeria. Credible reports by the Federal
Government have attributed the dgat out 175 security agents to the violent activities of
IPOB in the southeastern part I\kma In response, IPOB has maintained that their objective is
to defend the southeast rt of the nation against the violent actions of armed Fulani
herdsmen and oth iﬁﬁt groups terrorizing the region?®. IPOB's leader, Nnamdi Kanu, was
prosecuted b ernment for various offences following his arrest in Kenya and repatriation

to Nig@une 2021, though discharged and acquitted in October 2022 by the Court of

Appeal, Abuja.
4.8  Socio-Economic Impact of Terrorism

The high level of insecurity in Nigeria owing to terrorism has contributed to low quality of life,

population displacements and unwarranted deaths in most instances. According to UNICEF, over
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1.5 million people were displaced due to the violence of terrorists in 2015, thus aggravating mass
migration, forced labour and sexual exploitation. A large population of Nigeria affected by
terrorism have had their businesses disrupted, property and equipment damaged and in some
instances, outright relocation of businesses. Poverty is more pronounced as a result of terrorists
activities in Nigeria, thus indicating the need for the creation of employment opportunities by
government.?’ Terrorism has also adversely affected the tourism sector in Nige% e tourism
sector which previously generated about 80 billion naira annually has ‘t\c@ﬁagnated by the
effects of terrorism. For instance, the Yankari Games Reserve, Arguggu Rislting Festival, Tomb

\
of Usman Dan Fodio and Mambila Plateau, which hitherto aEfuﬁﬁS local and foreign tourists,

have been less patronized in recent time. &(/
Q
In the same vein, the northern economic in ctire has been destroyed, as a substantial
number of foreign and local contractors hav@ﬁdoned sites and relocated because of insecurity.
The trend constitutes a real setbac once booming economy of the northern region. In
Borno State, the main occuwwﬁch is fish, crop and animal farming has been severely
.

affected by terrorism. ple have abandoned their farmlands for fear of being killed by
terrorists. This has‘e{ increases in the cost of farm products, a condition that has further
impoverished%& lace and disrupted free flow of goods and services in the region as well as

inter-sta ‘- international agricultural trade. For example, in the northeastern markets, the

price of cereal had increased by 74-120 percent in January 2017 when compared with the

previous two years.?8

The menace of terrorism has also drastically reduced the access to proper healthcare services.

The high level of insecurity in the affected areas of the northeastern states has led to the
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relocation of many medical personnel who hitherto provided medical care to the populace.
Similarly, many medical facilities have been destroyed by terrorists, a situation that has left the
ailing populace more vulnerable. The World Health Organization reported in 2017 that two third
of the 749 health facilities in Borno State were no longer functional as a result of terrorists

activities.

The economic impact of terrorism on the national security of Nigeria @om thing for

every scholar, researcher and even residents of the states. Aside fr%cr ting an ambiance of
displacement, many economic activities in Yobe, Plateau, A@, ans Maiduguri have been
permanently crippled with little hope of restoration. The\% a market system for setting the
value or compensation for victims of terrorism @nce makes calculating the cost of
terrorism challenging. According to the Un<\ tions Development Programme (UNDP) in
2019, the Gross Domestic Product ( es to terrorism in Nigeria for the period of 10
years was conservatively estimate% D 565 billion. The effect of terrorism on growth,
N\

investment and tourism pg threat to economic development and prosperity in Nigeria.

Budgetary allocations @ r developmental purposes are often utilized to provide relief and

other measures t@gyard lives and property of citizens.

Moreover,r t activities have increased the negative perception among potential investors,
leading® decline in the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) of the country. For example, in the
Second Quarter of 2021, Nigeria’s FDI fell to 77.97 million USD. This represents a steep drop
of 49.6 percent and 47.5 percent, respectively, from the previous quarter’s 154.76 million USD
and Second Quarter 2020’s 148.59 million USD?. Although, Nigeria has the highest number

of tech start-ups, with most of them operating in Lagos, it was observed that poor infrastructure,
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education, political instability and insecurity have undermined the activities of most foreign

companies to invest in the country.

Since its inception in Nigeria, terrorism has greatly affected the politics of Nigeria. Nigeria has
recently risen to become one of the prominent terror hotspots in the world, both in terms of
frequency and complexity of assaults. Nigeria ranks second in the world in term quency of
occurrence of attacks, with over 750 assaults between 2000 and 2013.\' he degree of
complexity of terrorist activities in Nigeria is relatively low, as judge the frequency of
suicide strikes, despite continued government counter-terr ’\spen\ding and efforts, the
tendency looks to be rising in recent years. The group’% nce and strength have swiftly

grown from a local terrorist organization to a wQr organization acknowledged by Al-

Qaeda. This is supported by recent patterns @\ting ties between Boko Haram and ISIL, a

group to whom they had previously dec%&élty.
)

In reference to the impact o%r}@m in the Nigerian political space, it was observed by a
Sahara reporter in ZO(JQG& terrorism has led to unfavorable impression of Nigeria as a
dangerous or u ’e&{ountry among states in the international system. Obviously, this has
harmed Niger1 putation as a desirable foreign investment, travel, tourism, education, and
relocati Qnation. As a result, Nigeria is rapidly slipping into the category of a marginalized
country. The nature of terrorism in Nigeria is often regarded to be primarily elite-motivated,

stemming from political struggle for resources. According to proponents of this hypothesis, it is

extremely difficult for potential terrorists groups or individuals, who are generally impoverished
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and illiterate rural people, to collect resources to wage a large-scale, long-term assaults against

civilians and armed personnel.

Terrorism can erode liberal democratic stability by allowing more extremist factions to acquire a
foothold.?® A massive terrorist attack and the resultant fatalities, which is typically perpetrated in
a vicious manner that draws media attention and criticism of the government, % trust in
the elected representatives. Indeed, ensuring the protection of its populaf&% tkely the most
basic role of any reputable government, although some atrocities g&%"protest behind the
flag" mentality, recurrent terrorist strikes cause residents to t their leaders and even
question their ability. Thus, this lack of trust can persu e to align with more extremist
groups which guarantee security, or if they do not g€ %hope in the government, they tend to
seek succour from terrorist groups. In addltlo@Q impact of terrorism was also felt in 2021,
when the United States of America % the intended sale of 12 AH-1 Cobra attack

helicopters on grounds of authoritz@

equipment was supposed to corhibat terrorist attacks in the country®'. Hence, the activities

nd gross violation of human rights. The sale of this

and response of the Ni %- overnment on domestic politics have strained its relationship with
other states. Ho ’g\wr[h the recent improvement in relations, the United States of America
honoured 1 Ef S w1th the delivery of weapons and equipment to Nigeria, in support of the

fight ag orism.
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4.9 Highlights of Terrorist Attacks in Nigeria

Abduction for ransom is one of the tactics employed by the Boko Haram and other terrorist
groups in Nigeria. Several abductions by terrorists took place in December 2020 in many parts
of the country. Highlights of these abductions by terrorists are discussed. On 11 December 2020,
about 300 boys were abducted by terrorists at the Kankara Government Scier@condm’y

School but were released after a week. Equally, on 19 December 2020, abo;(%m ents were

abducted at an Islamic school in Dandume, near Kankara, but were fi
vigilante group?'. Q \

Furthermore, on 17 February 2021, 69 persons incl %students of Government Science

e police and a

College in Kagara, Niger State were kidnappe(&%orists. Similarly, on 26 February 2021,
about 317 students were also kidnapped @he Government Girls Secondary School in
Jangebe, Zamfara State. Additional 1 March 2021, 39 students were abducted from the
Federal College of Forestry Mechﬁé%ﬁon in Mando, Kaduna. Also, 18 persons were kidnapped

on 13 March 2021 and @fGrces equally foiled terrorist attack on Government Science

Secondary School i;l\k{@a

N
On 15 M %, 3 teachers were abducted by terrorists from the UBE Primary School in
Rama, Birfin Gwari. In the same vein, on 20 April 2021, 20 students and three staff were
abducted from Greenfield University in Chikun, Kaduna State, resulting in the death of 5
students while the other students were released in May 2021. Additionally, on 30 May 2021,

about 136 children and several teachers were abducted from the Salihu Tanko Islamic School in
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Tegina, Niger State and were released in August 2021. Equally, on 17 June 2021, 103 students
were abducted from the Federal Government Girls College in Birnin Yauri, Kebbi State®3.
Similarly, on 5 July 2021, 121 children were abducted from the Bethel Baptist High School in

Maramara, Kaduna State. Equally, on 16 August 2021, 15 students, a teacher, and his family,

A

Inspite of the enormous security challenges in the country, security age\% continued to

were abducted from the College of Agriculture in Bakura, Zamfara3?.

display gallantry to address the menace of terrorism. However,&mit apacities of these

\
security agents have been a major limitation in the fight agains tﬁ;ﬁswm In other to address the
&

various security challenges, most of Nigeria’s schools diers and police deployed to
protect them but the schools are not the only ones V@c\ to terrorist attack®. In reality, every
Nigerian citizen has become a potential ta tAQ terrorists. There is therefore the need for
increased manpower and more mode egpgn systems to boost the capacities of the various
security agencies. Additionally, wito ressing the issue of trust between the security forces
and citizens, the credibility e%}(sponse to acts of terrorism or other crimes, will always be
doubtful. This is beca(J Nigerians do not trust the credibility of the Nigerian security
forces because e various cases of corruption and human rights violations. It follows
therefore t at% eployment of security forces without addressing the issue of trust and
credibi not mitigate insecurity in the country, but more likely to promote continued

militarization and repression’.

The enormity of Nigeria’s population and number of educational institutions, evidently makes

the indefinite deployment of security forces to protect all institutions impracticable. Furthermore,
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institutions of learning have become lucrative targets to terrorists because of the enormous
amounts paid as ransoms by rich parents. However, despite the difficulty of deploying the
security forces to physically protect all institutions, there have been relentless efforts to deploy
armed security agents to secure institutions of learning across the country®. Many analysts and
opinion leaders have continually called for police reforms, to build enough capacity that would
enable the military concentrate more on their statutory roles of territorial defen \%@xpected

that improved synergy among the military, police and other security age@wuld boost the

There is a general feeling of dissatisfaction a oh@'zens about government's handling of

insecurity in Nigeria. The Boko Haram andQ\%\te orist groups have continued to terrorize the

fight against terrorism in Nigeria®S,

\

4.10 Politics and Advent of Vigilante in Nigeria

nation despite the deployment of securi%ces across the North East and other parts of Nigeria.
An attempt to boost manpower irt\h/ﬁ ht against terrorists in the northeastern region led to the
formation of the Civilian JG@QSIK Force, comprising of local hunters and volunteers who have
continued to support t@ity forces®’. The initiative has been productive so far, especially in
communities w'tilitary presence in the northeastern region of Nigeria. Interestingly, the
initiative Q& replicated in various states of the federation to combat terrorism. The
involve& of vigilantes in Niger State, in support of military operations against bandits and
other criminal elements, have produced encouraging results, as most of the terrorists that hitherto
besieged Niger State have been degraded significantly®®. Vigilantes are now actively involved in

protecting schools in the northern states, thus curbing the violent activities of terrorists.
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However, despite the patriotic acts of this group of volunteers, the level of insecurity in Nigeria
is still worrisome and necessitates urgent action by government, to give hope to the citizens,
most of whom are displeased with the performance of government in the fight against terrorism*’.
Evidently, there is dire need to improve the capacity of the military forces and other security
agencies, to effectively combat terrorism. Terrorists are getting more sophisticated increasingly,
thus, the Nigerian security forces cannot remain passive and disadvantaged. Theg= %ﬁction of
modern technology and equipment as well as increased manpower haV\% overdue, to
boost the capacity of Nigeria's security forces®. Similarly, government mist Show more political

\
will and sincerity in the ongoing fight against terrorism in N%&]s his is necessary to regain

citizens' trust and confidence which seem to wane inq% with the persistent terrorist

attacks across the country*. It would be recalled tha \uth West States of Nigeria took the
bold step of establishing the regional securit %ﬁt called Western Nigeria Security Network
also known as 'Amotekun Corps'. This g@mplement the limited efforts of the conventional
security agencies and improve the @t} of citizens within the South West. The results of the
initiative have been positive %}%uth West of Nigeria, though emphasis in recent time has
been on the approval otic weapons for the group to make them more effective, a request
that the Federal éﬁ{nment is not favourably disposed to. Many states in the North West,
especially @%ﬂ% also adopted similar initiative to improve security of lives and property.

The on on the Federal Government to support the efforts of the federating states to

collectively improve the security of lives and property across Nigeria.
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4.11 Theoretical Findings

The research study presented both theoretical findings and qualitative findings in the course of
examining the concepts of terrorism and the national question in Nigeria. The volume of
literature consulted and the field survey conducted confirmed the destructive nature of terrorism
and the consequences of heightened insecurity on the national security and s&il of the

Nigerian state. In particular, the national question plays out distinctly ixg\ e to the

persistent high level of insecurity occasioned by terrorism. The rel%\o&(&nd ideological
la

dimensions of the Boko Haram terrorism and the vicious activities u { herdsmen in Nigeria
as well as their perceived links to the northerners, have wors level of mistrust among the
various ethnic groups, most of which actively agitate fi \%termination. This is aggravated
by the seeming ineptitude and lackadaisical appro the government to the ongoing fight
against terrorism in Nigeria. The violent a ’&Qs f Boko Haram and other terrorist groups,
Fulani herdsmen, IPOB and other cr@%ments constitute a serious threat to Nigeria's
national security. The failure of tle\%x;nment to explicitly address the various political issues

affecting other ethnic group@kthe increasing level of insecurity occasioned by terrorism, will

continue to aggrav@nal question in Nigeria.

The violence ted by the Boko Haram and other terrorists has adversely affected the
politica cio-economic outlook of Borno State and other states in the North East region of
Nigeria. THe victims of terrorism have been severely traumatized and plunged into a new life of
dejection and hopelessness. Many have suffered irredeemable human and material losses over
time. While acknowledging the efforts of the government in providing succour to the victims of
terrorism, only a decisive defeat of the terrorists and restoration of sustainable peace and stability,

would give the needed hope to the people. In this regard, it is essential for the government to step
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up the fight against terrorism. The literature examined also identified challenges to counter-
terrorism efforts and factors standing as hindrances to achieving peace and security in Nigeria.
These are captured as widespread corruption, inadequate intelligence, inadequate equipment and
professional skills as well as unwarranted collusion by some government officials in the affected
regions and communities, paying Boko Haram terrorists for protection amidst military onslaught.
N
<
The Social Contract Theory adopted for this study justified the subor ion of a group of
people to the prevailing laws, norms and principles of their society j cl{a ge for other benefits.
The theory hinges the legitimacy of any constituted author'%co_ys capacity to guarantee the

welfare and security of the people. In paticular, it r@s e importance of the collective

resolve of the people to address issues relating to théi fare and security, through a constituted
authority vested with such responsibility, QQ onstitution of Nigeria, 1999, recognises
governance based on the principles @racy and social justice as well as sovereignty
belonging to the people, from W% vernment derives its authority and power. This clearly
denotes a social contract ba@ﬂle people and government as expounded by Thomas Hobbes
and other proponents@ntly, a society like Nigeria needs a controlling authority to

adequately ad%@welfare and security needs of the people. Government needs to take up

p unwarranted loss of lives and property which would disrupt the peace and

responsibi@
stabilit& society.
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4.12 Qualitative Findings

The qualitative findings were obtained using In-depth interviews (IDI) and Focus Group
Discussions (FGD). The findings revealed the tenacity of the Boko Haram terrorist group as well
as its use of ideology and religious narratives to recruit members. The findings fr rwe\IDI and
FGD showed that Boko Haram recruits from al-majiris and unemployed yo %’lso showed

that terrorist activities have economic, social, and political consequenc@he affected regions
4\\ \
The general state of insecurity resulting from tremendou@n of lives and property, has

hampered investments in the affected regions and the “n particular, the battered image of

and the country in general.

Nigeria in the international scene owing to t%& has also significantly reduced foreign
investments, with adverse effects on econ%\t} rowth. Finally, findings from the qualitative
study showed that terrorism is a co %lobal phenomenon. It has grossly affected national
security and cohesion among the vVarigfs components of Nigeria because of unresolved issues of
the national question. C %l.y, there is a huge demand on the government to address the

underlying factors 9%‘@‘3 e for terrorism, create an enabling peaceful and stable environment

for economic gr national unity and cohesion. It requires a strong political will and sincerity.

N
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Chapter Five

Conclusion

5.1 Summary of Findings

The main objective of this study was to examine the impact of terrorism on the national question
in Nigeria. It was established that terrorism has aggravated insecurity in the cWry, thus
intensifying the national question in the form of political, ethnic and religim@%/q\ﬂ. The study
considered the economic, social, and political consequences of Boko \errorism based on
live experiences of victims in the northeastern part of Ni .AIJN researcher used the
qualitative research method to carry out the study. It invova(/ ews of victims of terrorism,
in Borno State in particular, as well as scholars, s ersonnel, repentant Boko Haram
members and other IDPs. Adult members (citi%\bhe war-torn/terrorized communities and

Internally Displaced Persons) were selecteﬁ)\} used group discussion and the selection was

based on homogenous factors (Age 22@

Scholars, security personne%kvant Boko Haram members were selected for in-depth
.

interview (ID]) as a filt ases, falsehood, and exaggeration from the data elicited from the

communities. Thi @Q cople i.e. scholars and security personnel were more likely to present

balanced acc Qnd arguments of the issue under investigation than indigenes of the

comm hose responses could be embellished with popular opinions held by their

communities on the issues of terrorism.

The findings of the study highlight possible measures that the government could adopt to

facilitate sustainable peace and stability, security as well as economic development and political
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progress, not only in Borno State but in the entire country. Most literature reviewed did not show
sufficient scholarly work on the concept of terrorism and its relationship with the national
question in Nigeria. Specifically, the political, social and economic impact of terrorism on
Nigeria's national security were examined. The study revealed enormous destruction of lives and
property, disintegration of families and disruption of social order as well as economic losses,
being direct consequences of terrorism in Borno State and Nigeria as a who@?ﬂstance,
about 18.5 million out of school children in Nigeria as a consequence @ﬂsm and other

socio-economic factors, is detrimental to national security and devel@
QM

Terrorists in the affected areas adopted vicious tactics tQ\RY im, kidnap for ransom and levy
host communities to instill fear and also raise ﬂh% r their nefarious activities. Sustained
terrorist activities has led to complete des 4}%1 f infrastructure in the northeastern part of
Nigeria, thus increasing agitations agai%e overnment for a more secured and stable society.
The Federal Government of Nige\', s over the years been actively involved in counter-
terrorism operations with Q%t-successes. There had been claims of degrading the Boko
Haram terrorists but t@eat of the terrorists is yet to be achieved. The efforts of security

agencies are li y inadequate manpower, inadequate capacity and intelligence. It is

generally heheved that more sophisticated weapons and better intelligence gathering methods are
require&ecisively defeat the terrorists. The government needs both soft and hard approaches
to achieve the ultimate goal of eliminating terrorism in Nigeria. The underlying factors of

poverty, unemployment and fanaticism must be addressed by the government, while deploying a

robust, well equipped and motivated force against the terrorists. An all of population approach
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against terrorism is considered most desirable to deal decisively with the Boko Haram terrorists

and other splinter groups.

The data collected during different interviews coupled with existing literature supported the
findings in relation to the experiences of the study participants. The Social Contract Theory was
the theoretical framework on which the study was anchored. The goal of this theory is to
highlight the collective resolve of a group of people to subordinate then@\ a given

authority, with the ultimate aim of obtaining the basic necessities of lift @as security and

welfare. \
4\ \
The content validity was adopted to validate the instmme@collection and this was done

by subjecting it to scrutiny in the wording, content, \‘Q sequencing and bias, before their
application. Furthermore, the qualitative data_dbtdwa@dd from the interviews were analyzed
thematically, as they relate to the study. Tl@j\u of the qualitative data revealed that terrorist
activities have economic, social, and @1 consequences in the affected regions and Nigeria
as a whole. In summary, the fo&% ere the findings:

L )
a. Terrorism has cre@h h level of insecurity in Nigeria, thus aggravating the national
question, in form o&&ig) , ethnic and religious agitations.
b. Terrorj %vicious tactics to kill, maim and instill fear, resulting in wanton destruction

of lives @peﬂy, thus undermining national security in Nigeria.
T

C. erforism has adverse political, social and economic impacts on Nigeria's national
security.
d. Security agencies in Nigeria have demonstrated limited capabilities to decisively deal

with the menace of terrorism.
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e. The Nigerian Government has not shown adequate political will to combat terrorism,
neither have they fully exploited the soft approach in dealing with terrorism, as it relates to
poverty, unemployment, social justice and religious fundamentalism in the country.

f. The Nigerian populace is not adequately involved in the provision of relevant information

to support the government and security agencies in the fight against terrorism.

N
5.2 Conclusion é(/%

Terrorism has become a global phenomenon owing to its devastating ef% the wellbeing of
nations. The national security of various nations of the world ar @\:nse importance hence
@torial integrity of nations to

the consolidated efforts globally to preserve the sovereigr&/
efia,

achieve global peace and security. In line with thi@

impacted country in the world, has been collaDpratsfg with the international community to

being the sixth most terrorist

eradicate the menace of terrorism. The sﬂ@\jzc mined terrorism and the national question in

Nigeria, based on the prevailing hig %f insecurity which has aggravated in varying degrees
i

the political, ethnic and religt& ions in the country. The desire for a stable, secure and

prosperous country can over-emphasized, hence the urgent need to defeat terrorism in
Nigeria. The Feder&&&nment of Nigeria has put in lots of efforts to combat terrorism but
some identified N tions have been hampering the achievement of the desired objectives. It is
conside dient for government to reappraise its current strategies with a view to improving
its chances of completely defeating terrorism and enhancing Nigeria's national security in

response to the intense debate about the national question.
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5.3 Contributions to knowledge

The study, no doubt, has contributed significantly to the body of organized knowledge and

literature on the subject matter. It has introduced a new dimension for researchers in the area of

peace and conflict studies and public policy analysis, to investigate how Boko Haram terrorism

has caused unrest in Nigeria. The study has also contributed to academic and professional

knowledge on Boko Haram and other forms of terrorism in Nigeria. The limitati ified in
=

this study could serve as basis for further research, which will create m(@@ nities for

researchers on the issue of terrorism and the national question in@ inally, this thesis
n

could be serially published in learned international journals Q) i\bution to the body of

knowledge. &Vk
5.4  Recommendations of the Study ’\*Q

Based on the findings of the study, the folloWin&récommendations were proffered:

1. Government should address nomic, political, religious, ideological and socio-
cultural challenges as el%‘er forms of inducement that make terrorism attractive.

2. The Federal Gov@t SI;ould show more political will and sincerity to rid the country
of terrorism&ﬁ)

3. The Ny government should enhance the capacity of security agencies to decisively

terrorism in the country.

4. The government should strengthen the judicial processes and set up special courts with
clear mandates to prosecute terrorists.

5. The government should produce a new workable constitution to replace the perceived
defective 1999 Constitution, in the interest of equity, fairness and justice necessary for

national security, cohesion and development.
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5.5  Policy Implications

The findings of the study could impact on the policies of government as follow:
A. Security policies could effectively pilot the fight against terrorism, as such, facilitate needed
remedies to the economic, social, and political impacts of terrorism on the people.

B. Policy formulation would be well articulated to provide relief to the victims of terrorism.
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5.6  Suggestions for Further Research

The purpose of this study was to look at the effect of terrorism on the national question.
Specifically, economic, social and political impact of Boko Haram on Nigeria's national security
was examined. The experiences of various victims of terrorism and other stakeholders were used
for the study. It was meant to examine the effectiveness of the strategies employed in the fight
against terrorism. The findings were drawn from the data collected and analyz \%?ourse of
the study. The interview questions were used to obtain information from participants.

In addition, Boko Haram terrorism is not solely responsible for t%&el of insecurity in

\

Nigeria. There are other prominent actors such as unknown , armed Fulani herdsmen,
IPOB and other violent criminal elements which thr%g%geria's national security, thus

aggravating the national question. Consequently, tudies are suggested on the subject

matter to probe any presumed biases. \'\\
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Appendix I

In-depth Interview Guide on Terrorism and National Security in Nigeria

Introduction

My name is Akintunde Bashir Busari from the Politics and International Relations Department,
Lead City University Ibadan. The aim of this discussion is to elicit information about your view
concerning related issues on “Terrorism and National Security in Nigeria”.

to record our session today. This will enable me to analyze this ses r the purpose of

generalizing the results. \ \
There are few questions I would like to ask and I will be happ@ an be as open as possible

and be confident that your responses shall be kept conﬁde%/

Confidentiality and Informed Consent: Please no 1 information generated from this
discussion is purely for academic purposes and willbe d with utmost confidentiality.

Do I have your permission to continue as I Wovﬁ\ve to record the interview?
Yes \ o ()

b

I thank you very much for accepting to participate in this study. I want t; @ur indulgence

Please, I will like to know your vie % e following:
Age \\{ﬁ/

Sex Q\ *

Position in office @

Indication of StatQ\

()

Mitary ()
Academia ( )

politician ()

Others ()

wok w b=
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Question 1

A.

Do you think terrorists are unemployed people and easily recruited by the
sponsors?
Are terrorists driven by poverty and economic problems?

Can we say terrorists are driven by dislike for the government of the day or

extreme political ideology or extreme religious feelings?

Question 2: %\V\

A.

T o m |

Are terrorists designed by politicians to stay in power? ®

Yes () No( ) %\

. Arising from above, do you think democracy has g@n for terrorists to operate?

Do you think terrorists are also driven by fee \%%{egional marginalization?

What are the implications of terr &ack on political, economy and social
development in Nigeria? \

Are terrorists driven by disli gdé‘nocracy?

Do you think the Milita @ equipped to handle terrorism in Nigeria?

Are there any lega@ks or policies on counter terrorism strategy in Nigeria?

In your opinio t*aspects of the policies should be improved upon by the

govemmentﬁ) eria on the Counterterrorism strategy in Nigeria?

S

N
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Appendix II: Brief on Borno State

N\

I northeast Nigeria
[ Conflict States
[ Non-Conflict States
Urban areas by population:
® >1milion
* 500,000 - 1 million
+ 100,000 - 500,000
50,000 - 100,000
—— Rivers

=

0 50 100 200 Km

Source; gate.net

Borno State was created on February 3, 1976 by the Late General Muritala Mohammed regime
out of the then North-Eastern State. Until 1991 when more states were created, it included the

presentYobe State. The Borno State capital is Maiduguri. It is located in the northeastern part of
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Nigeria. Borno State stretches through 70,898 square kilometers of landmass. The state extends
to a substantial part of the Lake Chad Basin and shares borders with Republics of Niger in the
north, Chad in the northeast and Cameroun in the east. Borno State derived its name from the
ancient Borno Empire. The state is dominated by the Kanuri ethnic nationality. The state is sub-

divided into 27 local government councils and the people of Borno State mostly depend on

agriculture as their major occupation. ®Q v
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