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Abstract

This study investigates the complex dynamics of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and the Nigeria-
Bakassi Peninsula dispute, two significant territorial conflicts that share common elements
despite geographical distance and highlight the interplay of historical grievances, ethnic
identities, and geopolitical interests. The former primarily involves Armenia and Azerbaijan,
deeply rooted in ethnic tensions about historical claims to the land, being a flashpoint since the
dissolution of the Soviet Union. Ethnic nationalism and external regional powers such as Russia
and Turkey, driving this conflict complicates resolution efforts, often exacerbat&&qtjensions
while attempting to mediate peace. The latter centres around ambiguous colonial-era ‘borders,
and competing claims over the resource-rich Bakassi Peninsula, which is str: e%( important
for both Nigeria and Cameroon. Three theories are adopted to espouse tl{( , relying on
ample utilisation of secondary data, and content analysis as potent instrdment Tor achieving the
comparison. The pivotal 2002 ruling by the International Court of Ju J) was in favour of
Cameroon. Findings from this comparative analysis reveals broa litical implications of
both conflicts and emphasises the necessity for 1nclus1v d1 gue that considers local
perspectives. Effective conflict resolution requires not on and diplomatic interventions
but also an understanding of the historical and cultural u that underpin these territorial
disputes. Russia’s historical ties to Armenia and Turkey u port for Azerbaljan illustrate how
external interests can hinder progress. Recomme 1nc1ude using education to address
historical narratives and national identities, prom: long term reconciliation and cultural
identities, integration of economic develop ent egies, prioritising inclusive dialogue and
negotiation. Ultimately, this research con s to understanding of territorial conflicts,
illustrating the interplay of local, nat10na1 %d ternational dynamics.

Keywords: Colonial Legacies, Con solution, Ethnic Identity, Geopolitics, External
Factors, Resource Control
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