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Abstract 

This study critically examines the role of Kidnapping, Strategic Intelligence Gathering (SIG) and 

the Nigerian Police Force (NPF) to uncover and resolve cases in Oyo State, Nigeria, from 2012 to 

2024. In recent years, Nigeria has witnessed a disturbing increase in the rate of kidnappings, 

particularly in its southwestern region, with Oyo State emerging as one of the most affected areas. 

The trend not only threatens public safety and national security but also challenges the 

effectiveness of law enforcement agencies, particularly the Nigerian Police, in combating 

organized criminal activities. Against this backdrop, the study investigates how the Nigerian Police 

have deployed strategic intelligence mechanisms—both human and technological—in their 

attempt to address the growing menace of kidnapping within the period under review. Strategic 

Intelligence Gathering refers to the systematic process of collecting, analyzing, and applying 

information to support security operations and policy decisions. This study explores various SIG 

methods employed by the Nigerian Police, including surveillance, informant networks, undercover 

operations, electronic monitoring, and collaboration with local communities. Through qualitative 

data obtained from police records, interviews with law enforcement personnel, community 

stakeholders, and security experts, the research reveals both the strengths and limitations of the 

intelligence infrastructure available to the police in Oyo State. It further identifies the contextual 

challenges such as inadequate funding, poor logistics, political interference, weak inter-agency 

collaboration, and insufficient training, which have hampered the efficient use of intelligence in 

resolving kidnapping cases. From 2012 to 2024, the Nigerian Police in Oyo State recorded 

hundreds of kidnapping incidents, with varying degrees of success in uncovering and prosecuting 

perpetrators. The findings show that while the introduction of SIG improved the response time to 

kidnappings and aided in the identification of criminal syndicates, inconsistencies in data 

management and lack of community trust often undermined police efforts. The study also 

highlights notable case studies where the use of SIG directly led to the successful rescue of victims 

and dismantling of kidnapping rings. However, the persistent recurrence of kidnapping incidents 

suggests the need for more robust intelligence strategies, stronger community policing 

frameworks, and increased public-private partnerships. This research concludes that Strategic 

Intelligence Gathering is a critical tool in the Nigerian Police’s arsenal for combating kidnapping 

in Oyo State. It recommends a comprehensive overhaul of the intelligence architecture of the 

Nigerian Police, investment in modern surveillance technology, continuous capacity-building of 

personnel, and the institutionalization of community intelligence networks. The study contributes 

to the broader discourse on internal security in Nigeria and offers policy-relevant insights for 

enhancing the effectiveness of law enforcement in addressing violent crimes. By focusing on a 

decade-long period, this study offers a longitudinal perspective on the evolution and impact of SIG 

in the fight against kidnapping, providing valuable lessons for other regions facing similar security 

challenges. 

Keywords: Strategic Intelligence Gathering (SIG), Nigerian Police, Kidnapped Cases, Oyo 

State. 
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