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Abstract

The representation or performance of identity has become a notorious feature of domestic
online interactions. Previous linguistic studies have focused more on the linguistic and
stylistic features of online communication, with little attention paid to the meta-
representations of identities. Therefore, this study examined identity portrayal in Facebook
and Nairaland interactions, with a view to analysing the factors that underly identity
representations and the performative (illocutions) acts. Performativity theory by Judith Butler,
supported by Herbert Blumer’s model of symbolic interactionism and M.A.K Halliday’s
systemic functional linguistics served as the framework. The qualitative design was employed.
Purposive sampling was used to select 100 post and comments, 50 from Faceb d 50
from Nairaland, due to their vast followership. Data was subjected to pragmatic @ sis. Five
common factors conditioned identity representations in Facebook and Nai 51].& amely, age,
national, ethnicity/religion, gender and group aggression. Condé!% T, Pprogressor,
regressor, and leveler were identified as age-based identities. Gender.conditioned chauvinist,
welfarist, seducer, dependent/independent, and patronizer identiti% thnicity and religion

produced chauvinist, opportunist, and entitlement identities. G aggression produced the
solidarist, activist, revolutionist, compromiser, and enco circularist identities. The
identity representations were projected by performative , namely, performative verbs,

descriptive adjectival with performative actions, n@ 1 performatives, and modal —
conditional performatives. Pragmatic markers, namely, Teference, inference, metaphor, and
metapragmatic acts played key roles in the perfofmance or representation of the identities in
Facebook and Nairaland interactions. The .ﬁtive and pragmatic approach clarifies the
intricacies of identity in interactions ify digital spaces that is growingly polarised by
contemporary political influence and tev;%s.
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Chapter One
Introduction
1.1 Background to the Study

Language plays an important role in shaping individual identities and differentiating how a
group is different from other groups. The role of language in human life cannot be over

emphasised!. Language is used in day-to-day communication becaus Q& makes

communication possible between two or more parties. However, ‘@iveness of
communication depends on the ability of both parties to underst d.\t

Failure to understand the language effectively may make i \d als have the wrong

A

understanding of the message. This is because certain wox&@ay have different meanings in

e language used.

different contexts. People usually identify therﬁ% with a certain language. Various

groups of people use a certain code that is onl@prehensible, to people within the group.

Language shows the social status, gen%gnd race of an individual. Language is a source of
identity. People are different &1 other and use language to portray their differences or

similarities. Language and.ddentity are two distinct but inextricably intertwined concepts'.

Language may hepon:L%:% people who belong to a particular social group. Thus, there is a

close relatiogshé‘bﬁtween language and identity. Every individual has a certain identity,

which m%n be static. Language mirrors the culture of every society and also reflects the
socia lities of every nation’. Language is very central to identity. It is a means of
constructing identity. Identity is the process of accepting or challenging positionings that
engender recognitions or misrecognitions, it can also be seen as a process driven by a

person’s desire to be viewed or positioned in a particular way?.

Language is the vehicle through which people’s culture is transmitted. It is an index of

identity which serves as a repository of people’s culture, industry and exploits. Language is



not used in a vacuum but in context. It is affected by social systems and it, in turn, affects
social groups. The functions of language consist of communication, the expression of identity,
plays, imaginative expressions, and emotional relations. Language is a guide to social reality.
It is a powerful weapon that conditions all our thinking about social problems and processes.
Language can be seen as an expression of ideas by means of speech-sounds combined into

words. It is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by means of which a social group operates.

Different systems of communication constitute different languages; the dqgrg?ifference
le

\

the same way; hence, one is able to recognize the voices of-f»% “over the telephone.

needed to establish a different language cannot be stated exactly. Two o not speak

Language serves as a medium for exchanging ideas, fee%g% thoughts and a tool for

achieving a social interaction among members of so i@gup. Through language, important
lesd

social information is conveyed in a social accepta organized manner?,

A scholar on the other hand submits that lng)}Sge is a system of spoken, written, and signed
symbols that humans use to com% te with each other in a given community®. This
definition sees the communicativéyrole of language used by human beings for the purpose of
interaction. It is impoﬂaQr@)?e that language is in essence a perfect means of expression
among every kno‘w\' ple. Language determines the world-view of a people Language can
therefore s a means by which people relate, interact and express their thoughts,
feeli ideas through written signs and symbols. Without the ability to communicate, we
would not have the world today’. Language is a means by which all human interactions are
carried out; it has the ability to mend relationships that helps in cultural uniformity, thereby

facilitating interpersonal and cognitive communication.

A study views language as a system of arbitrary vocal symbol which carries a national

meanings. This means that language consists of speech sounds based on the social agreement



or convention®. Language, can be describe as what is specific to human beings. Other
members of the animal kingdom have the ability to communicate, through vocal noises, but
the most important single feature characterising human language, against every known mode
of animal communication, is its infinite productivity and creativity. Human beings cannot be
stop when it comes to the area of communication; no area of experience is accepted as
necessarily incommunicable, though it may be necessary to adapt one’s language.in order to
cope with new discoveries or new modes of thought. However, sociol*'%q}[ic and
psycholinguistic studies have drawn attention to a range of other c.'w language.
Among these is the use of language to express an identity. Also, }h@a\l aspect of language
are key elements in sociolinguistic phenomena. The two @ study shows how we
communicate through language. Sociolinguistics remain’s,@e closely related to philosophies
of communication, it is the study of language iftnrelation to social factors. These factors

include linguistic changes in region, class::ﬂ&n&and gender. Sociolinguistic studies show

how language is used in society and hew individual trends affect the use of language in a
given context. Psycholinguisti@%scipline merging psychology and linguistics, and is
continuously moving closerﬁgg)gnitive sciences, as it really still focuses on how language

works in the brain, C{@;

the breaking do of language and communication. Language interacts with all aspect of
g guag guag p

y how language is processed in the brain and how it involves

human life 1n sOciety, and it can be understood only if it is considered in relation to society.
Lan 1S the property of society and should be judged by society. Language may be seen
on the one hand as a factor of conditioning an individual’s view of his/her environment and

on the other as reflecting the environment but conditioned by the society.

The use of language is very important to human life. Language is the thread that helps
connect generations together by bridging gaps in age, culture and experience. It allows people

to share their knowledge, values and belief with each and understand different perspective



more easily’. The functions which language differentiate in a society may also include the
maintenance and manipulation of individual social relationships and networks, and various
means of effecting social control. People have long recognised the force and significance of
language. The construction of identity through the use of language involves both practice and
ideology, phenomena that are not entirely separable from each other; nor can either be
reduced to the other. It is necessary to note that whatever symbols us.ed in any

communication process have the ability to convey meaning. Language is mair%:g’} human

method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by means of,@@r produced
symbol. )ﬁo\

Every language has a distinct culture, ethnic, regional, n%'&g% or international identity
attached to it, which allows people who share the . Qlinguistic background to bond
together’. Language encodes the values and no§ a given society and also gives full
expression to people’s values and norms.éi)&'c ssary to note that human beings inhabit a
broadly similar world, or they would ble to translate from one language to another, but

they do not all inhabit a world e&%c%the same in all particulars, and translation is not merely

a matter of substituting di t"but equivalent labels for the contents of the same inventory.

Identities can be u@%ugh communicative actions. Identity can be seen as the bond that
binds indiv@o their societies so that they seek to build it and raise their status, by
pres e most important components of the nation represented in religion, language,
dynasty, history, culture, as individuals organise the meanings of their lives and experiences
around a central identity characterised by relative continuity through time and space® Identity
is a phenomenon which involves multifarious elements such as culture, religion, social
behaviour and language. Identity is flexible and dynamic because it can change. Identity does
change according to the context of who it is that they are with® Identity is dynamic in nature,

it is not static whereby individual is identified with just one trait, and people take up different

4



directions depending on their theme or means of discourse. Most time when we view
people’s conversations, identities can shift or change in the course of a conversation

according to the different story lines.

Technology influences identity construction on social media'®. It has to be recognised that
technology has been incorporated into practically every aspect of human life, domesticated
and made natural. Through new media and connectivity, the boundaries of ‘here"a@[here’
are blurred and it is this fluidity and unboundedness that mark this newy s% order. To
participate fully in societies in which technology has become the critic k)r in acquiring
economic, cultural and social capital, individuals need to ado@&?gital mind-set that
operates with different assumptions and values. As knox%@ becomes broader, more

S

contextual and contestable, greater lateral thinkin@hgd to navigate through disciplines,

genres, modalities and cultural specificities. The- ability to assert identity becomes
inextricably linked to being able to ga@&%nﬁon of specific audiences and to use
innovative communicative strategie‘sb:@oung people recently navigate across multiple
languages, cultures, semiotic@rces and identities through their digital literacy
practices'!.In a digitalise iety, most young people’s communication and social relations
is conducted by m@s artphones and other digital tools'?.Digital resources create new

arena for };(%@Xple’s identity construction and for their participation in different social
and linglaic practices. Digital resources makes communication possible across national,
cult@nd linguistic boundaties. People are physically or digitally present when they are
online'®. Online users consume and actively create texts by using multiple modalities and

engaging with various audiences in a state of reflective co-construction. Hence, the adoption

of new literacies becomes necessary to exercise agency and to participate in the digital world.

Technology in the twenty-first century has transformed the world in multiple, exciting and
unanticipated ways. Facilitating the rapid flow of information, capital and services across

5



theglobe, it has dramatically revolutionised the way we work, communicate and interact
withone another. More affordable travel, mobile communication devices, social media and
onlineconnectivity have enabled new patterns of movement and forms of social participation.
In thisdigitally connected world, people move fluidly across online and offline spaces,
blurring theboundaries of time and space and transforming notions of public and private
domains. The concept of space has become more embedded in people’s irrzaginations,
leadingto new identifications, allegiances and relations. As technology continua@mrmeate

all aspects of human life and transform the social order, it has impa;,%bs@uguage and

identity in significant ways. ‘\%.\

The digital revolution has transformed language by tri%g' g an explosion of new

vocabularies, genres and styles and by reshaping lite @ctices. By developing a mode of
N

communication where writing approximates S% instant messaging (IM) and texting

have facilitated the production of new W@

speech and the documental capacity iting!4. The constant evolution of new media has

yles that bridge the interactive nature of

also spurred the growth of mnﬂ'{n%al affordances, enabling people to assemble texts that

integrate language with vi atiral, gestural and spatial modes.

Social media techncggjcal features allow individuals to receive constant feedback loops that
influence thei -concept and reflects on their identity construction while online!s.Online
users @t only able to produce and share texts with greater ease, but also get immediate
feedback to remediate these texts, making people active creators in a society of reflexive co-
construction. By transforming language, the digital also transforms identity. Weedon asserts
language is ‘the place where our sense of ourselves, our subjectivity is constructed’. Identity
is constituted in and through language and we use language to articulate ideas andto represent
ourselves and our social relations. Drawing on Weedon, identity as ‘the way a person

understands his or her relationship to the world, how that relation is constructed across time



and space and how the person understands possibilities for the future’. Because a person’s
sense of self and relation to the world continuously shifts, identity is dynamic, multiple and
even contradictory. As the digital provides multiple spaces where language is used in
different ways, learners are able to move across online and offline realities with greater

fluidity and perform multiple identities!'>.

Also, it is necessary to note that when people occupy online spaces they reconstruet P@guage
in ways that match the affordances and constraints of various digital plat &Whether
communication is synchronous or asynchronous, the limitations of sﬁ@i the speed in
which texts can be delivered have led to the evolution of linguist’ii\‘\%s&ures that merge the
written and the spoken. Digital media have enabled easyég%s to and use of multiple
modalities. Social network structures that conn%[{@ie from all over the globe have

provided more opportunities for multilingua ounters and translingual practices,

revitalising languages and asserting neﬁjﬂ}lt' ies'>. Because of these new areas of

socialisation that provide multiple unities for self-representation, identity itself has

become more complex and ﬂuiK)Q)

This research work foc %ﬂhow identity is expressed on Facebook and Nairaland in
Nigeria where inter@@x take place between participants within a community which consists
mainly of s who reside in different countries all over the world. It is necessary to
note @ironmen‘[ plays a major role in the construction of identity. Through social media
platform such as Facebook and Nairaland, online users are able to participate in a greater
number of multilingual exchanges. While languages like English enjoy a high status and are
widely used online, the accessibility and reach of digital media also enables the use of
minority languages'®. Digital media allows multilingual and cross-language relations. Online
spaces have become important areas for the establishment of social identities. The shaping of

identity online is characterised by playful and deliberate creative gathering. People can



showcase different identities as they select participants and anticipate comments and
reactions, it brings about a dialectical relationship'®.In the cyberspace in Nigeria platforms,
such as Facebook, requiring authentic identifiers in the form of real names and affiliations,
the performance of the self is based on already established social roles. When users update
their status to express their thoughts, they offer a representation of the self, based on the
online socialisation they have already experienced. Even the profile picture demc.mstrates an
identity and invites other social meanings. On social media, through the proce@agging,
Facebook friends are able to post pictures and links, and send message;@ ther’s wall,

helps to contribute to the construction in online identity. %.\

The issue of language and identity construction is more pro %d in today’s digital age. A

scholar commented on the nature of identity in the é@’jge as against what people do in

the time past with respect to identity and he stat t ‘whereas past generation seemingly
handled identity formation and related @S nd issues in a matter-of-fact way, new
dimensions have been added to old %‘ ms!’. Current happenings around the world have

not only changed the process Q@y formation, but have also included new dimensions to

identity. @'\

From the Viewpoianyove on identity, it can be seen that there is always a need for a
relationshi @n people to enable them bring about an effective interaction. This study
seeks @mine how identities in the selected excerpt from Facebook and Nairaland are
constructed through language. The study also seeks to identify the identities that are
constructed on Facebook and Nairaland. It specifically focuses on how people on Facebook
and Nairaland uniquely construct their life experiences and use their discourses to indicate

who they are.

1.2 Statement of the Problem



Our identity is what makes us different from others. Identity is consciously or unconsciously
shaped by the social group an individual identifies himself or herself with. A study was
carried out on analysis of identity construction through positioning Acts in Nigerian Vice-
presidential debate discourses!®. The study revealed that in political debates, participants do
not readily present their identities. They make use of some language structure that requires
the analysis of the placing of self in certain positions for understanding. This stgdy explore
identity construction through positioning act strategies and the identities pr%‘g& in the
discourses practices by two vice presidential debate candidates in defini .Qf@s and other
parties stance and group categorisation. The theoretical frame.wo eqlployed in study is

Langenhove and Harre positioning theory. &%'\
Q

Another study wrote an article on Identity and Alterity '@ Autobiographical Interviews of
Argentinean Popular Artist’s Discursive Strate @.This research investigates ways by
which discourse is utilised to recover, syn@)ﬁ;;\a sort out a stretch of experience from the
past into scenes and occasions that pr?é-%the self, project a personal and social identity and,
by contrast, establish alterity @urse. Another study examines the case of an Iranian
women’s rights campaig e™on facebook,” My Stealth Freedom”, using an analysis of
textual and visual @. he article examines how online campaign pages on facebook
contribute to @mation of collective identity and the construction of a campaign narrative.
Followin ‘ﬁalysis, the authors discuss how photobiographic campaigns on social media
user@ring personal photos and adjoining personal narratives in support of a cause-
illustrate two affordances of social media for construction of collective identity: affordances
for performance ,affordances for discourse contribute to the collective action framing process
through sharing of grievances and collectively negotiating meaning?. From the above

discussions, it is evident that studies on how identities are constructed in discourse are

available. Existing studies have focused on identity construction in Nigerian Vice-



presidential debate discourse and Identity in TV Autobiographical interviews of Argentinean
popular Artist’s Discursive Strategies, using Langenhove and Harre positioning theory but
however, non of this scholar has used symbolic interactionism and performativity theory .
Since the context of this study is different from those discussed above. However this work
attempted to highlight how Nigerians can be identified on Facebook and Nairaland through
their language use and the construction of identity and also to showcase the differgnces in the

identities people create for themselves and those created for others. Q}i\

1.3 Justification of the Study ‘%\ C

. %
The justification for the selection of Facebook and Nairaland is h@&on the availability of

participants and data on the cyberspace and easy access of &@Eher to them.

1.4  Aim and Objectives of the Study @

The aim of this study is to examine the .e@ identity on Facebook and Nairaland and

the forms of language for constructing @ identities. The objectives are to:

>

1. identify and caéggr)se the forms of identity constructed on Facebook and
Nairaland i e'?ia;

il. relat@%nstructed identities and the forms of language used to the context
o@scourse engagements in the two online communities; and
analyse the linguistic resources for constructing such identities in the selected

B
excerpts.

1.5 Research Questions

1. What are the forms of identities constructed on Facebook and Nairaland in Nigeria?
2. What is the nexus between the constructed identities and the forms of language used in
relation to the context of discourse engagements in the two online communities?

3. What are the linguistic resources for constructing identities in the selected excerpts?

10



1.6 Significance of the Study
This research is important because it add to the existing knowledge on language and identity
construction. This study is important because it provide sociolinguistic awareness to
researchers and develop their understanding about their language which is an agent of their
identity. This research workenable researchers to know ways by which individuals construct
their identities through language. The study also help educators to understand the ¢ iences
of Nigerians on Facebook and Nairaland that has to do with language and %ﬁty. It also
help learners and researchers that are working on identity construction.

: ‘ﬁ'\

5N

>

Identity construction is not about self but also for othef@is work is limited to identity of

1.7 Scope of the Study

self. Our individual identity is determined by Wha‘@s think of us. Identity consist of inner

qualities and outer representation of selfé;@%&e individual’s looks, personality, beliefs

and fears. %
>

1.8 Limitation of the Stu Q)

.\
This research work was &@jned by unavailability of funds required for extensive research

of this magnitude, Q)
S
QO
Q

1.9 Operational Definition of Terms

1. Communication: Communication is used to see how a message is being formulated,
sent through the two selected platforms, received and interpreted, including the giving

of appropriate feedback.

11



10.

Cyberspace: This is an electronic medium that is used to facilitate communication on
Facebook and Nairaland. It is an environment resulting from the interaction of people,
software and services on the internet by means of technology devices and networks

connected to it.

Facebook: Facebook is a free social network that provide an online book of faces for
people to connect with friends, family, work colleagues or people they elo now

online and share information. Facebook allows users to share picture@c videos

and articles. ‘%\

Identity: This is to refer to how people on cyberspace fo@ self-concept.

Identity Construction: It is used to discover howq&gﬁe on Facebook and Nairaland

develop a clear and unique view of thems@ is also use to see how individuals

express their identity online. )ﬁ

IR (Identity Representation): This 1s will be used to group the data according to the

identity related factors;t%%ﬁ?der, religion/ethnicity/nationality and social status.

Language: Lang é&“a means of communication. It is used by interactants on

Facebook a@aland to express inner thoughts, emotions or feelings and enhance

‘@actlon and peaceful co-existence.

ilingual: This can be refers to show how Nigerians on Facebook and Nairaland

use more than one language to communicate.

Nairaland: Nairaland is a place where Nigerians can talk to each other and identify
each other by names but they never see. In nairaland, Nigerians meet to interact with

each other via various interesting public discussions on every topic.
Technology: It is use to facilitates the rapid flow of information in the Cyberspace.

12
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Literature Review

This chapter is concerned with The Review of existing studies on Language and Identity
construction in the cyberspace in Nigeria. It also contains review of literature based on the

following procedures:
2.1 Conceptual Review

2.2 Theoretical Framework ®

2.3.  Review of Empirical Studies ‘%\%
%w

24  Conceptual Model ) )\\c

2.5  Summary of Gap in Literature Reviewed . 46&

2.1 Conceptual Review ®

2.1.1 The Concept of Language . 6
Language can be defined as the totalit@e utterances that can be made in a speech

community!. The definition of lan focusses on the utterances produced by all the
community’s people and overl}lss}writing. A Linguist also stresses form, not meaning, as
the basis of languages!. AQO 2:} says language is the inherent capabilities of native speakers
to understand and grammatical sentences. A language is a system of conventionals,
spoken or i Sbwhich human beings use to communicate?. This definition of language
consi tences as the basis of a language. Sentences maybe limited or unlimited and are
made up of only minor components. According to another scholar, language does not exist
for its own. It is one of the skills that is developed to achieve a shared communicative goals>.
He points out that language is the best communication system of human beings by particular

social groups.
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Language carry histories, cultures, traditions and experiences of people who speak them®.
The popular view of language was as a set of formal rules, or distinctive knowledge: langue
and parole in the Saussure an approach and competence and performance in Chomskian
approach’. But in the 1990s, researchers doubted the popular view of language as “an empty
vehicle that conveys pre-existing meanings about the world” and they wondered about SLA
theorists’ perspectives of the language learner’s relationship to the social worlc}. The shift

we’ve witnessed hence then have asserted that language is not a neutralé%fum for

communication but rather a set of socially embedded practices. ,%\QO

Research interests in the relationship between identity and lang)@éhming underwent a

shift in the epistemological paradigms utilized by many seco@%guage acquisition scholars

X\

and linguistic anthropologists. Questions on ider%};@&language learning have taken up

new research trajectories theoretically and empirica or example, in his study of language
and identity, a critique. A researcher, ex Iﬁg& interaction between language and social
identities, and this interaction is mugtbﬁ‘%.eted and renders myriads of ramifications®.Other
scholar, argue that motivationﬁ&h%ﬂer intrinsicor extrinsic directly affets people’s identity

formation and can either f: afe or hinder attitudes towards learning’.

Furthermore, lin%{@%thropologists hold in common views that language is a form of
social actign. iuoli’s ethnography, Exposing Prejudice: Puerto Rican Experiences of
Lan Qace, and Class, argues that the “political economy” of language is evident in the
ways Puerto Ricans in New York City’s Lower East Side experience, accept, or resist the
judgments that they and others make about what constitutes “good” or “bad” language
whether Spanish, English, or a mix both. A researcher’'s findings on way of connecting the
experience of language learners perceptions of its relevance to their lives through
encouraging them to reflect on languages in their lives by developing their identity as
language learners 8. Theynotes the importance of language in unequal social and learning
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relations and the way these power relations both reflect and reinforce the differences in status.
Identity is very relevant when it comes to language learning’. Pedagogical interventions
aimed at changing pupils’ identity-based motivations have been shown to lead to enhanced
pupil motivation and higher academic outcomes!®. A scholar used identity texts as a way of
helping all students to height their awareness of linguistic diversity and linguistic repertoire!’.
Some researcher also notes that there are important correlation between student§’ and self-
ascribed identity in examination'?. A linguist viewed language as intregral to id@'{;} and as

a central medium through which we think, define and present ourselves j@;

2.1.1.1 Functions of Language )ﬁ'\

Language is a global phenomenon. It is a mark of 1den&@d means of transmission of
cultural heritage. Language is central to human c ication. It is a system of signs and
symbols through which a speech communi.tK municates. Language is use in different
contexts for different reasons. Language i@rful in that it expresses our identities through
labels used by and on us, affects our ility based on hoe we support our ideas, serves as
a means of control, and perforwions when spoken by certain people in certain contexts.
Language symbolise ide@e?nd are used to signal identities by those who speak them.
People are also categorised by other people according to the language they speak. People
belong to man Qial groups and have many social identities. The use of language to achieve
these @s constitutes its functions. In this section, the functions of language will be
examin€ to show us that language is expressive, language is powerful, language is dynamic,

language is rational.

2.1.1.1.2 Language is Expressive
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When people communicate, it helps them meet various needs through their ability to express
themselves. We use communication to describe things, people and ideas. It also helps us
inform, persuade, and entertain others. It is also through our verbal expressions that our

personal relations are formed*.

Language can be used to express our thoughts when we draw conclusions based on what we
have experienced. In the perception process, this is similar to the interpretation step.('%g take
various observations and evaluate and interpret them to assign them meanin nclusion)
Language can be used to express feelings, we communicate over ‘e%}s. Expressing
feelings is a different part of verbal communication, because th@e'\many social norms

about how, why, when, where, and to whom we express our@’%ons. Norms for emotional

expression also vary based on nationality and other cul@entities and characteristics such

N

In order to express our emotions Verbally,gt is)ifportant to develop an emotional vocabulary.

as age and gender.

The more specific we can be when e s, the less ambiguous our emotions will be for the
person decoding our message. e expand over emotional vocabulary, we are able to
convey the intensity of t‘h@tlon were feeling whether it is mild, moderate, or intense. For

example, happy is Qiyﬁ, delighted is moderate, and ecstatic is intense, ignored is mild,

rejected is @ and abandoned is intense °.

Nov@g much communication is electronically mediated, it is necessary to know that
individuals communicate emotions through the written word in an e-mail, text or instant
message. Communication helps us meet various needs through our ability to express
ourselves. In terms of instrumental needs, we use communication to ask questions that
provide us with specific information. We also use communication to describe things, people,

and ideas. It helps us to inform, persuade, and entertain others, which as we will learn later
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are the three general purposes of public speaking. It is also through our verbal expressions
that our personal relationships are formed. At its essence, language is expressive. Languages

help us to communicate our observations, thoughts, feelings, and needs!*
2.1.1.1.3 Language is Powerful

A contemporary American philosopher wrote, “only if words are felt, bodily presences, like
echoes or waterfalls, can we understand the power of spoken language to inﬂuenc@h and

transform the perceptual world” 6. . é)

This statement encapsulates many of the powerful features of lan ge.i,, for instance, how
language expresses over identities and performs actions. The g% language to express
over identities varies depending on the origin of the label@@chosen or other imposed) and
the context. Individuals are usually comfortable W@nﬁanguage they use to describe their

own identities but may have issues with the h@hers places on them.

2.1.1.1.4 Language is Performative '6'

Some language are actually rrﬁxe%ﬁe an action than a packet of information, sayings ‘I
promise,” ‘I guarantee’, o gﬂge’, does not more than convey meaning: It communicates
intent. Such utterar@slge called commissives, as they mean a speaker is committed to a
certain cours @ﬁon 7. Performative language can also be a means of control, especially in
legal n%t. ome language is actually more like an action than a packet of information.
Saying,¥“I promise,” “I guarantee,” or “I pledge,” does more than convey meaning; it
communicates intent. Such utterances are called commissives, as they mean a speaker is
committed to a certain course of action. Of course, promises can be broken, and there can be
consequences, but other verbal communication is granted official power that can guarantee
action. The two simple words I do can mean that a person has agreed to an oath before taking

a witness stand or assuming the presidency. It can also mean that two people are now bound
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in a relationship recognized by the government and/or a religious community. These two
words, if said in the right context and in front of the right person, such as a judge or a
reverend, bring with them obligations that cannot be undone without additional steps and

potential negative repercussions. In that sense, language is much more than “mere words.”

Performative language can also be a means of control, especially in legal contexts. In some
cases, the language that makes our laws is intentionally vague. In courts all oveptl%ation,
the written language intersects with spoken language as lawyers advocat %;Sf)articular
interpretations of the written law. The utterances of judges and jur@precedems for
interpretations that will then help decide future cases. Some languagesis ‘deemed so powerful
that it is regulated. Hate speech, which we will learn more a%{' ter, and slander, libel, and
defamation are considered powerful enough to actg@ damage to a person and have

therefore been criminalized’. %
2.1.1.1.5 Language is Dynamic < \)

This means that language is limitle@rds can change meaning and language is productive.

Aside from the endless stm&al ossibilities, words change meaning. Language is dynamic
'\

in nature. C)QQ

2.1.1.1.6 Ex e@ is used for Observations

Langu Q usSe to express observations; people report on the sensory information they are
takig have taken in. Eyewitness testimony is a good example of communicating
observations. Witnesses are not supposed to make judgments or offer conclusions; they only
communicate factual knowledge as they experienced it. For example, a witness could say, “I

b

saw a white Mitsubishi Eclipse leaving my neighbour’s house at 10:30 pm.” When one is
trying to make sense of an experience, expressing observations in a descriptive rather than

evaluative way can lessen defensiveness, which facilitates competent communication'4,
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2.1.1.1.7 Expressing Thoughts

We use language to express our thoughts, we draw conclusions based on what we have
experienced. In the perception process, this is similar to the interpretation step. We take
various observations and evaluate and interpret them to assign them meaning (a conclusion).
Whereas our observations are based on sensory information (what we saw, what we read,
what we heard), thoughts are connected to our beliefs (what we think is true/false)‘x itudes
(what we like and dislike), and values (what we think is right/wrong or @ad). Jury
members are expected to express thoughts based on reported observa g??elp reach a
conclusion about someone’s guilt or innocence. A juror might ex@h’é following thought:
“The neighbour who saw the car leaving the night of the %g%seemed credible. And the
defendant seemed to have a shady past—I think shes '.@‘% to hide something.” Sometimes
people intentionally or unintentionally express thqu as if they were feelings. For example,

when people say, “I feel like you’re too s@h our attendance policy,” they aren’t really

expressing a feeling; they are express%%-éjudgment about the other person (a thought).
2.1.1.1.8 Expressing Feelings\)

-
Language is use to e@eelings; when we communicate our emotions. Expressing
feelings is a diff%@aﬂ of verbal communication, because there are many social norms
about how,‘% when, where, and to whom we express our emotions. Norms for emotional
exp@so vary based on nationality and other cultural identities and characteristics such
as age and gender. In terms of age, young children are typically freer to express positive and
negative emotions in public. Gendered elements intersect with age as boys grow older and are
socialized into a norm of emotional restraint. Although individual men vary in the degree to

which they are emotionally expressive, there is still a prevailing social norm in many cultures
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that encourages and even expects women to be more emotionally expressive than men.

Expressing feelings is often the most difficult form of verbal expression.

Expressing feelings can be uncomfortable for those listening. Some people are generally not
good at or comfortable with receiving and processing other people’s feelings. Even those
with good empathetic listening skills can be positively or negatively affected by others’
emotions. Expressions of anger can be especially difficult to manage because they~rep§§ent a
threat to the face and self-esteem of others. Despite the fact that expressing S is more
complicated than other forms of expression, emotion sharing is an imp@aﬁ of how we

create social bonds and empathize with others, and it can be impr«o@'\

In order to express motions verbally, it is important t{la@r duals develop an emotional
vocabulary. The more specific we can be when we '@ﬂly communicating our emotions,
the less ambiguous our emotions will be for.tb\ rson decoding our message. When people
expand their emotional vocabulary, the @ to convey the intensity of the emotion they
are feeling whether it is mild, moderé@%’r intense. For example, happy is mild, delighted is

moderate, and ecstatic is interMnored is mild, rejected is moderate, and abandoned is

intense. B
) Q'@

When so much @f pedple’s communication is electronically mediated, they communicate
emotions tfw%n the written word or emojis in an e-mail, text, or instant message. People
may %l use pen and paper when sending someone a thank-you note, a birthday card, or
a sympathy card. Communicating emotions through the written (or typed) word can have
advantages such as time to compose your thoughts and convey the details of what you’re
feeling. There are also disadvantages in that important context and nonverbal communication
can’t be included. Things like facial expressions and tone of voice offer much insight into

emotions that may not be expressed verbally. There is also a lack of immediate feedback.
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Sometimes people respond immediately to a text or e-mail, but think about how frustrating it
is when you text someone and they don’t get back to you in a reasonable time. If you’re in
need of emotional support or want validation of an emotional message you just sent, waiting

for a response could end up negatively affecting your emotional state'4.
2.1.1.1.9 Expressing Needs

Individuals employ language to express their needs by communicating in an instru@l way
to help us get things done. Since we almost always know our needs more t‘rax%ers do, it’s
important for us to be able to convey those needs to others. Expressingltﬁ can help us get
a project done at work or help us navigate the changes of a lon.@%&%gmantic partnership.
Not expressing needs can lead to feelings of abandonznx@stration, or resentment. For
example, if one romantic partner expresses the fol b%yt\ﬁought “I think we’re moving too
quickly in our relationship” but doesn’t .awpress a need, the other person in the
relationship doesn’t have a guide for what@n response to the expressed thought. Stating,
“I need to spend some time with my fticnds this weekend. Would you mind if [ went to meet
them by myself?” would likelyxpke the expression more effective. Be cautious of letting
evaluations or judgments%%jcﬂinto your expressions of need. Saying “I need you to stop

Q

suffocating me!” re xpresses a thought-feeling mixture more than a need.

2.1.1.1.10 %ﬂgage and Power

Q

The coptgmporary American philosopher David Abram wrote, “Only if words are felt, bodily
presences, like echoes or waterfalls, can we understand the power of spoken language to
influence, alter, and transform the perceptual world”. This statement encapsulates many of
the powerful features of language. Language expresses our identities, affects our credibility,

serves as a means of control, and performs actions.

2.1.1.1.11 Language is used to Express our Identities
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We use Language to express who we are and contribute to the impressions that others make
of us. People also use verbal communication strategically to create a desired impression. The
power of language to express our identities varies depending on the origin of the label (self-
chosen or other imposed) and the context. People are usually comfortable with the language
they use to describe their own identities but may have issues with the labels others place on
them. There are many examples of people who have taken a label that was imposgd on them,
one that usually has negative connotations, and intentionally used it in waysé;t\counter
previous meanings. Some country music singers and comedians hav .N d the label
redneck, using it as an identity marker they are proud of rather t.ha‘lq\‘,%)giorative term. Other
examples of people reclaiming identity labels is the “black K@miful” movement of the
1960s that repositioned black as a positive identity mé@ or African Americans and the
“queer” movement of the 1980s and ’90s that recﬁ@%meer as a positive identity marker

for some gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans&h\@yople. Even though some people embrace

reclaimed words, they can still carry their“fegative connotations and might not be openly

accepted by everyone. \)%Cb‘

2.1.1.1.12 Language Affe ut Credibility

N

People make assumiptions about their credibility based on how they speak and what they say.
Even thoug@@?eamed that meaning is in people rather than words and that the rules that
gove @al communication, like rules of grammar, are arbitrary, these norms still mean
something. People do not have to be a perfect grammarian to be perceived as credible. But
individuals still have to support their ideas and explain the conclusions they make to be seen
as competent. They have to use language clearly and be accountable for what you say in
order to be seen as trustworthy. Using informal language and breaking social norms, enhance
one’s credibility during a professional job interview. Politicians know that the way they speak
affects their credibility, but they also know that using words that are too scientific or
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academic can lead people to perceive them as "eggheads," which would hurt their credibility.
Politicians and many others in leadership positions need to be able to use language to put

people at ease, relate to others, and still appear confident and competent.
2.1.1.1.13 Language is a Means of Control

Control is a word that has negative connotations, but our use of it can either be positive,
neutral, or negative. Communication can be used to reward and punish. Commu% can

be in form of positive reinforcement to praise someone. Communication old or use
in a critical, aggressive, or hurtful way as a form of negative reinforcement. Directives are
. . ‘Sﬁn R} .
utterances that try to get another person to do something. They ¢ t\ e from a rather polite
ask or request to a more forceful command or insist. C&é’informs when and how we
express directives and how people respond to them. ises are often paired with directives
in order to persuade people to comply, and th@omises, whether implied or stated, should

be kept in order to be an ethical commun@ It is necessary to note this in other to avoid

arousing false expectations on the pa e other person.

'\
way we talk creazes@ﬁ | climates of communication that may control many.
r

Communication %

Rather than verbal commu@ being directed at one person as a means of control, the

erized by empathy, understanding, respect, and honesty creates open
climates \'P%bad to more collaboration and more information exchange. Verbal
com@ion that is controlling, deceitful, and vague creates a closed climate in which

people are less willing to communicate and less trusting.

2.1.1.1.14 Language and Entertainment
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Language is also used for entertainment; word games have long been popular. Before Words
with Friends there was Apples to Apples, Boggle, Scrabble, and crossword puzzles. Writers,
poets, and comedians have built careers on their ability to have fun with language and in turn
share that fun with others. The fun and frivolity of language becomes clear as teachers get
half-hearted laughs from students when they make puns. Jay Leno has a whole bit where he
shows the hilarious mistakes people unintentionally make when they employ larlgu&if, and

people vie to construct the longest palindromic sentence (a sentence that as th%é}}é letters

backward and forward). ,%\QO

There are more than one hundred theories of humour, but none\ m quite captures the
complex and often contradictory nature of what we find f@@Humour is a complicated
social phenomenon that is largely based on the rela&@between language and meaning.

Humour functions to liven up conversations, br% ice, and increase group cohesion. We

also use humour to test our compatibility @)&ﬂ

topics like politics or religion would @vkward. Humour can also be use to draw attention

s when a deep conversation about certain

to people, and the reactions tha&{egﬁet from others feeds into our self-concept. People also

use humour to disclose 1 &tion about themselves that they might not feel comfortable

revealing in a more(straightforward way. Humour can also be used to express sexual interest

or to cope wi h@mews or bad situations. People use encoding to decide how and when to
=

use hum%

can go'wirong in both of those processes.

people use decoding to make sense of humorous communication. Things

2.1.1.1.15 Language is used for Socialization

Language is the key for socialization by bringing people together and maintaining
relationships. Whether intentionally or unintentionally, the use of words like I, you, we, our,

and us affect people’s relationships. “We language” includes the words we, our, and us and
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can be used to promote a feeling of inclusiveness. Example: "I appreciate it that we enjoy the
same type of films." “I language” can be useful when expressing thoughts, needs, and
feelings because it leads us to “own” our expressions and avoid the tendency to mistakenly
attribute the cause of our thoughts, needs, and feelings to others. Communicating emotions
using “I language” may also facilitate emotion sharing by not making our conversational
partner feel at fault or defensive. For example, instead of saying, “You’re making.me crazy!”
you could say, “I’m starting to feel really anxious because we can’t make a d@n about
this.” Conversely, “your language” can lead people to become defensi .N 1 attacked,

which could be divisive and result in feelings of interpersonal separa%.\
2.1.1.1.16 Language is Rational

People use Language to maintain, initiate and termi \erpersonal relationships. The first
few exchanges with a potential romantic part.neu%friend help us size the other person up and
figure out if we want to pursue a relation@ not. We then use Language to remind others
how we feel about them and to che with them—engaging in relationship maintenance

through language use. When nwe feelings arrive and persist, or for many other reasons,

. ) . .
we often use commumcat@end a relationship.

2.1.2 The Conce OQl’ﬁentity

The word identity stems from the latin word dem, which means Samenesss. Identity can refer
to a@ividual’s own subjective sense of self, to personal classification ‘markers’ that
appear as important, both to oneself and to others, and also to those markers that decline
group memberships, identity focuses on the formation of “me”, exploring how interpersonal
interactions mold an individual’s sense of self .It enables people to take an agentic approach
towards their own development!®. Identity is our main reference point that we organize and

evaluate our relationships with the world, past, future, and other people.
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Identity is a complex process in which humans develop a clear and unique view of
themselves and of their identity (self-concept, personality development and values are all
closely related to identity construction. People can identify with lots of different groups, like
their gender, race, nationality or political party. Identity construction is a general term that
refers to the social construction of identity based on self-concept, the incorporation of group
QP

An identity is a set of meanings defining who one is in a rule e.g. Fathe th%lber, and

perspective is the internalization of multiple identity status.

Students). In a group of social category (e.g. member of a church or Vo@\association, an
American, a female), or a unique individual (e.g., a highly moral % Dan assertive person,
an outgoing person. On the one hand, identities are constru@ rough interaction; on the

other one, they are used a resources to shape interact'ox@

Language and Identity reflects in how inc.livid%s appreciation their identity. Identity is
important because it make people’s inne@social world intelligible and manageable. It
answers fundamental questions such % o am I?, who do I want to become?, and how do I
act? Identity shows how indi\N create particular self —meaning for them selves'®: The
sociolinguistic research r@?ddresses this issue. Identity has received increasing interest
in various areas S,Qcial interaction research, for example interactional pragmatics,
interaction. gblinguistics, and ethnomethodology in general'”.This aspect of language
identi '@16 main fodder for critical literacy researchers and theorists. They believe that
solidification of social bonds by use of language may pave the way for the ruling or
mainstream group to use linguistic identity for inciting their ideology to a society for their
majorly politically- or geographically-motivated objectives. Recent research works revealed

that Iranian English teachers are likely to face challenge that negatively influence their

identity due to multiple as sociocultural factors'®.
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It is necessary to demarcate two different processes accordingly: the formation of identity by
individuals themselves according to their wishes and will or the unconscious creation of
identity by the mainstream power!®. Non-solidarity linguistic manifestations denote
detachment and reserve, while solidarity manifestations mean affinity and rapport. In other
words, to speak of someone’s social identity is to speak, at the very least, of what attaches
them in virtue of their membership of a category?°. For example, graduates fror.n the same
class, members of a family and players of a football team use a linguistic Varieqit}identify
themselves as intimate. This argument is corroborated by the p .\?@ of speech
accommodation theory maintaining that speakers shift and moc}ik ei;\ speech in different
situations, which require these changes. Identity is COIlStIK not ready?'.The socio-
constructionist theory views identity as constructed iﬁ@%)of contextual idiosyncrasies.

Identity is dynamic and multifaceted and it can be“aftegteéd by different factors such as belief

context experience and personal attributes Q‘ﬁ

Youths position themselves through idéntity choices they make. They engage in social racial
and categories to redefine thei@”.One of the prime examples of situational identity is
the formation of languag c¢her identity. Authors employ a duo ethnographic research

method on how thdir eneduniter with world Englishes and English as a lingual franca have

impacted the§ @ties as a native speaker and non- native speaker teacher of English**. A
nty

person’s i can be represented through their language use and it can also be influenced
by tl@ial groups they are in social factors that contribute to someone’s identity are region,

gender, age, occupation, class and ethnicity.

2.1.3 Types of Identity

2.1.3.1 Cultural Identity
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Cultural identity is based on the culture individuals belong to. There are modern questions of
culture that are transferred into questions of identity. Historical culture also influences
individual identity, and as with modern cultural identity, individuals may pick and choose
aspects of cultural identity. Scholars of language use culture to stand for language, ethnicity
and traditions®.There are many different sets of behaviors, values, beliefs, and patterns of
thinking around us. Within any geographic location, both the dominant culture 2.1nd various

co-cultures exist. Qh)(\

Culture has to do with system of values, beliefs, attitudes, ability to @ ¢ to adapt to
sociocultural context and ways of thinking held by the people WM@S\BOWGI‘ in a society?S.

However, co-cultures also exist side by side with the domin@%ture and are comprised of

Q

smaller numbers of less powerful people who holi c}@pon values, attitudes, beliefs, and
t

orientations that differ from those of the domin& re. The cultures people belong to are

based on factors like race, gender, and soc@,

Cultural identities are based on soci@nsu‘ucted categories that teach us a way of being,

nd they form part of our identity.

and include expectations for swehavior, ways of acting, and norms. The ways of being
and the social expectati or behavior within cultural identities can and do change over
time. For example,@gk of how ways of being and acting have changed for African. Our

social identiti % derived from the social groups that we belong to, both voluntarily and

invo@, such as a sports team, art club, band, or family.

Personal identities include the components of self that are primarily intrapersonal and
connected to our life experiences. For example, you may consider yourself a puzzle lover or
identify as a fan of hip-hop music. Our social identities are the components of self that are

derived from involvement in social groups with which we are interpersonally committed.
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Social identity has to do with social category into which one falls and feels to belong defines
who one is in that category?’.Social identities differ from personal identities because they are
externally organized through membership. For example, we may derive aspects of our social
identity from our family or from a community of sports team fans. Our membership may be
voluntary (such as being a member of a sports team) or involuntary (family). There are
innumerous options for personal and social identities. While our personal ident.ity choices
express who we are, our social identities align us with particular groups. Thrm@fg}r social

identities, we make statements about who we are and who we are not. ,%\

Personal identities may change often as people have new ex-p%ége% and develop new
interests and hobbies. Social identities do not change as ofte@lse they take more time to

develop, as you must become interpersonally inv%}? xample, if an interest in online

video games leads someone to become a member, 0 MORPG, or a massively multiplayer
online role-playing game community, tha@identiw has led to a social identity that is

now interpersonal and more entrenched

Culture is defined as a set of lea behaviors, values, beliefs, and patterns of thinking that
we learn as we grow a %y?op. However, as we know from our own experiences and
observations, there ‘are )many different sets of behaviors, values, beliefs, and patterns of
thinking ar. . Within any geographic location, both the dominant culture and various
co-C @mst. However, cultures also “exist side by side with the dominant culture and are
comprised of smaller numbers of less powerful people who hold common values, attitudes,
beliefs, and orientations that differ from those of the dominant culture”. The cultures we
belong to are based on factors like race, gender, and social class, and they form part of our
identity. Cultural identities are based on socially constructed categories that teach us a way of
being, and include expectations for social behavior, ways of acting, and norms. Social
identity of individuals is an individual’s identity that is derived from his or her knowledge of
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membership in an online social group. It is been seen as the perception of oneself that is who
I am, what one is or a self-image*®. The ways of being and the social expectations for
behavior within cultural identities can and do change over time. For example, think of how
ways of being and acting have changed for African Americans since the civil rights

movement or norms of behavior for women today versus 50-years ago.

These common ways of being and acting, and norms within a cultural identity are
expressed through communication. In order to be accepted as a member of a @al group,
members must be acculturated, essentially learning and using a c’c%b t other group
members will be able to recognize. A code is a socially—constnxti@s?orically transmitted
system of rules, beliefs, and premises pertaining to com%g%}tive behavior. Basically,
communication codes tell us how to behave and i tf%ﬁwith others, and tell us what is
considered ‘normal’ and acceptable behavior. 6
S

We are acculturated into our various cu ra‘\&dentities and learn communication codes in
obvious and less obvious ways. We ave a parent or friend tell us what it means to be a
man or a woman. We may alswonsciously consume messages from popular culture that
offer representations ofé@.ﬂBecause cultural identities are learned via communication,

they are also socianonstructed. Social constructionism is a view that argues the self is

formed thr glr interactions with others and in relationship to social, cultural, and

politi @texts.

2.1.3.2 Professional Identity

Professional identity is the identification with a profession, exhibited by an aligning of roles,

responsibilities, values, standards as accepted by different profession. It has to do with how
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people perceive their identity at work?. It also consists of the individual’s alignment of roles,
responsibilities, values, and ethical standards to be consistent with practices accepted by their
specific profession. In business, professional identity is the professional self-concept that is
founded upon attributes, values, and experiences. A professional identity is developed when
there is a philosophy that is manifested in a distinct corporate culture — the corporate
personality. In business professional identity a person must have certain types o.f skills that

sometimes require formal training or education. Qh)(\

Career development encompasses the total dimensions of psych@‘(%}g sociological,
educational, physical, economic, and chance that alter a person-’s)\ﬂ‘ er practice across the

lifespan. Career development also refers to the practices fror%g%npany or organization that

enhance someone’s career or encourages them to make @al career choices:

Training is a form of identity setting, sincej&&on y affects knowledge but also affects a
team member's self-concept. On the othe@ knowledge of the position introduces a new
path of less effort to the trainee, whiCk' prolongs the effects of training and promotes a
stronger self-concept. Other fwof identity setting in an organization include Business
Cards, Specific Benefits @g?e, and Task Forwarding. How individuals view themselves

and their identity at Wwork is very important?’.

2.1.3.3 Eth‘%g National Identity

Ethnigity/has to do with number of people living together, company, body of men. An ethnic
identity is an identification with a certain ethnicity, usually on the basis of a presumed
common genealogy or ancestry. Ethnic identity can improve well-being among marginalized
ethnoracial groups who experience racism and discrimination’’. Recognition by others as a
distinct ethnic group is often a contributing factor to developing this identity. Ethnic groups

are also often united by common cultural, behavioural, linguistic, ritualistic, or religious traits.
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Ethnicity refers to the cultural origins of your family. Your ethnicity may influence the
morals, cultural traditions, food, and religion you practice. While often linked to race (for
example, most ethnic Kenyans are also black), ethnicity refers to the culture of a group of
people whereas race refers to physical characteristics. Examples of ethnicities include Native

American, Hispanic, and Pacific Islander.

Processes that result in the emergence of such identification are summarized as ethnc(fﬁ‘pesis.
Various cultural studies and social theory investigate the question of cult @d ethnic
identities. Cultural identity adheres to location, gender, race, histo@})nality, sexual
orientation, religious beliefs, and ethnicity. National identity is w@&c’él and philosophical

concept where all humans are divided into groups called @9% Members of a "nation"

N

share a common identity and usually a common o%i@{be sense of ancestry, parentage, or
le

descent. Ethnicity helps to demonstrate possi

marginalized groups®°. Cj\&

2.1.3.4 Religious Identity Q:b‘

nefits of a globalized identity for

A religious identity is the e&beliefs and practices generally held by an individual,
involving adherence to @ﬁm beliefs and rituals and study of ancestral or cultural traditions,
writings, history,mglalogy, and faith and mystical experience. Religious identity refers to
the personﬁ%ctices related to communal faith along with rituals and communication

ste Qom such conviction. Religious identity is in relation with an individual engaging

in his or her religion?!.

Religion is a social identity that refers to someone’s belief in a higher power (one or more
Gods).Religious identity can lead to trauma because of someone’s identity*2. Religious
people may also identify with the ethos of an organized religious group such as Catholics,

Anglicans, Protestants, Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, and Hindus. Traditionally, belonging to a
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religious social group may have increased people’s social capital and allowed them access to
benefits such as jobs (e.g. jobs obtained through connections at Church) or even exposed
them to biases (such as discrimination against Jewish people in the mid-20th Century).It is
necessary to note that, there are some specific religious identity that are likely to suffer
epistemic injustices*.The Parable of the Lost Sheep is one of the parables of Jesus, it is about
a shepherd who leaves his flock of ninety-nine sheep in order to find the one Wl.liCh is lost.

The parable of the lost sheep is an example of the rediscovery of identity their@s to lay

bare the nature of the divine response to the recovery of the lost, the I@epresents a

lost human being. %.\
N

Christian meditation is a specific form of personality formati %hough often used only by

certain practitioners to describe various forms ofg@d the process of knowing the

In Western culture, personal and secular @y are deeply influenced by the formation of

contemplation of God.

Christianity, throughout history, s Western thinkers who contributed to the
development of European ident ere influenced by classical cultures and incorporated
) : :
elements of Greek cultua@yvell as Jewish culture, leading to some movements such as

Philhellenism and Philosemitism.

2.1.3.5 Geﬂ%?entity

In s, gender identity describes the gender with which a person identifies (i.e.,
whether one perceives oneself to be a man, a woman, outside of the gender binary), but can
also be used to refer to the gender that other people attribute to the individual on the basis of
what they know from gender role indications (social behaviour, clothing, hairstyle, etc.).

Gender identity may be affected by a variety of social structures, including the person's ethnic
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group, employment status, religion or irreligion, and family. Gender is represented by a

dichotomos variable with possible responses of woman /man or female/male34.

When we first meet a new born baby, we ask whether it’s a boy or a girl. Gender is very
important in organizing our social lives and our interpersonal relationships. Many parents
consciously or unconsciously “code” their newborns in gendered ways based on our society’s
associations of pink clothing and accessories with girls and blue with boys.~®e it’s
obvious to most people that colours aren’t gendered, they take on new me %}&vhen we
assign gendered characteristics of masculinity and femininity to them.@e race, gender
is a socially constructed category. One may have noticed that use i@f'ﬁvord gender instead
of sex. Sex is based on biological characteristics, includin%‘ﬁal genitalia, internal sex
organs, chromosomes, and hormones. While the biolo& characteristics between men and
women are obviously different, it’s the meanintg ate and attach to those characteristics

that makes them significant. The cultural @%ﬂ

proof that “our way of doing things” @bitrary. For example, cross-cultural research has

ces in how that significance is ascribed are

found that boys and girls in m@res show both aggressive and nurturing tendencies, but
cultures vary in terms of they encourage these characteristics between genders. Gender
is associated with @a iables such as attitudes, behaviours and health®>. In a group in
Africa, you are responsible for taking care of babies and are encouraged to be

nurturing,~Lhis example shows that although we think gender is a natural, normal, stable way
of cla@ring things, it is actually not.

Gender is an identity based on internalized cultural notions of masculinity and femininity that
is constructed through communication and interaction. There are two important parts of this
definition to unpack. First, internalized notions of gender based on socializing institutions,
which helps us form what we think it means to be male or female. For example, when we
think of a man, what characteristics come to mind to describe him? What do men like to do?
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How does a man behave? Think of a female. Gender is ‘culturally and historically specific,
internally contradictory, and amiable to change¢.What characteristics describe the normal
female, what they like to do, and how do they behave? Socialization and internalization of
societal norms for gender differences accounts for much more of our perceived differences
than do innate or natural differences between genders. Gender is a non essential category

which instead is repeatedly performed based on societal norms?’.

AL
Gender norms may be explicitly stated—for example, a mother may say to & “Boys
don’t play with dolls”—or they may be more implicit, with girls being’%}aged to pursue
historically feminine professions like teaching or nursing Withou@g\ actually stating the
expectation. Second, we attempt to construct that gendered %@%y through our interactions
with others, which is our gender performance. If we '@y as female and want others to
perceive us as female, we will attempt to behav Qcommunicate as we think a female is
supposed to. For example, if your ident@j&%\ale you may communicate this identity
nonverbally by wearing dresses and -up. Gender refers to a person’s identification as

male and female. Gender attriﬁ%%nasculine and feminine) are socially constructed and

often ascribed to people b upon their sex at birth.

Recently, the chara(eration of gender has been hotly disputed with many cultural theorists

seeing it ,as chltural rather than physical characteristic. This began with the

ackr@nent of the separation of the biological concept of sex-at-birth from stereotypes

of gender. Thus, today, gender is seen as a fluid rather than binary concept. Old tropes of
masculine and feminine are challenged by today’s youths who are increasingly finding ways

to challenge historical gender norms.

2.1.3.6 Race Identity
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Race has to do with the distinct genetic features of a person, most commonly (but not only)
identifiable by skin color. While we often define race by colors (white, black), the diversity
of possible skin colors within a racial group and the increasing amounts of blended families
means this characterization is increasingly difficult. Race has been one of the primary social
identity characterizations throughout history and has led to serious discrimination, and even
genocide, based on racial prejudice (racism). Race can be related to culture, origifl, ancestry,
social similarity, religion and identity. Race include physical characteristics, @}fhnicity,
social groping and imposed categorization. Race is social constructi . ates of the

idea of social construction of race highlight that these categorizq;%ls\ and prejudices are

arbitrary and culturally-defined. %’\
&

2.1.3.7Age Identity '®

Age is one of the core social identities that wilﬁange throughout one’s life. At each life’s

stage, people will pass through a range of @ces and privileges based on their age.

Young people often face prejudice @bb the stereotype that they are naive and incompetent,

'}

middle-aged people are no %g:\rxﬁelcome in some youth settings, and elderly people often
face difficulties in g;{ti@s ecause of a perception that they are no longer in their prime.

Older adults repoxgi der perception of ageing™.

Q

It is necessary; to note that each generation also has its own group identity that follows them
thro@fe. Gen Z, for example (Born from 1997 onward), are known for their love of social

media and a perception that they are highly conscious of environmental issues.

This perception may follow Gen Z through their lives as it was a defining feature of their

generation when they were youths.

2.1.4 Context
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Context is "a frame that surrounds the event and provides resources for its appropriate
interpretation”. It is thus a relative concept, only definable with respect to some focal event

within a frame, not independently of that frame*°.

Traditionally, in sociolinguistics, contexts were defined in terms of objective social variables,
such as those of class, gender, age or race. These variables contributes to individual’s
contextual linguistic diversity*'.More recently, contexts tend to be defined in te f the

social identity being construed and displayed in text and talk by language u&o fluenced

by space. ‘%\

The influence of context parameters on language use or discour%kﬁlzlly studied in terms
of language variation, style or register. The basic assum;.)ti&q;;& is that language users adapt
the properties of their language use (such as int ﬁ@lexical choice, syntax, and other
aspects of formulation) to the current commy@e situation. In this sense, language use or

discourse may be called more or less 'asp@e' in a given context. Language users receive
linguistic input from learning settiné‘ib‘

The context definition in coxun cation refers to the factors that work together to determine
hi

'\
the meaning of a meija'% n conversations take place, context works to interpret parts of
the message.Congext™ii language is what surrounds a word or piece of text. In order to
understand‘%words mean, we have to know something about the situation where they are

used@t, a word, phrase or sentence has other text around it.

2.1.5 Identity and Sociocultural Construct

Identities are performed. One of the most compelling contemporary views of identity is as a
performance. Sociologist’s article, ‘Doing gender’, describes how we are assigned a gender

category at birth. This categorization is determined by the appearance of our sexual organs.
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From identity theory approaches, identity value and contextual factors has it own role in

affecting identity conflict dynamics*’.

From there, we can perceive what gender means in social contexts (e.g., our family, the
school playground, our community) and practice ‘doing gender’ within this framework. A
philosopher’s groundbreaking book, Gender Trouble, emphasizes the ways our gender
performances are embodied acts that are repeated throughout our lives.For example(@omen
might speak at a higher pitch than what is naturally comfortable to sound ~%eminine’.

Socio-cultural contexts in which interaction take place can shape ind@ s attitude and

behavior®, %\)ﬁ'\

Seeing identity as a performance also allows us to .ur@ d how people in different
contexts may ‘do’ gender, race, or class in variou @For example, research has shown
how women fit in, survive, and gain povze@rganizations and politics by putting on
stereotypical displays of masculinity, @> of color can also perform whiteness by
constraining and suppressing ‘ethnic’ s of dress, hair, and speech. They would usually do

this at job interviews or rental Wtion meetings to try and avoid racial discrimination.
'\

The essentialist vie @y can make us fixated on individuals. So if we talk about
sexism, people a u@we’re blaming men. An American author, however, would remind us
that “patri Qas no gender”. Sexism is not something that only men do. It’s a set of
hist@and culturally ingrained practices grounded in our social belief that men and
masculinity are superior to women and femininity. Challenging gender inequality is not about
rounding up the so-called ‘sexists’, but changing our shared meanings about gender

difference.ldentity values differ in terms of salience and centrality, they can influence how

individuals experience the severity of the identity class**.
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Similarly, a race scholar points out the limiting ways we love to measure racism by counting
the number of racists. He reminds us that “racism produces racists, not the other way around,
and it can exist without them.Seeing gender and other identity categories as social constructs
means we can recognize their fragility, silliness, and impermanence. These categories can
affect identity conflicts and help people to understand which identity and values should be
AR

It also means people can playfully experiment with redefining identities in yvaﬁg;& are truly

put on hold or priotized®.

just and inclusive. Identity is a product of the society, interactions, in , and practices
while for others, it is biological or rather primordial. At the Veryb@gdéntity is an essential
personal characteristic as it encompasses the membership& fferent groups, including
religion, gender, and ethnicity, the traits people s 9.%% what others ascribe to them.

Identity locates people in the social world and
feelings. < I‘\&

In reality, however, the identities aré&ally constructed. The way in which people were

nces all their actions, thoughts, and

born only constitutes a partwhom they are. Muslim African -Americans identify
themselves as Muslims %'e\cause of their innate characteristics, but their religious
affiliation with Isl@lndividuals develop their sense of identity through socialization
processes %&y interact and learn different cultural practices and norms. Sociological
theor'@@l irm that identity is indeed a social construct. Social expectations and

circumstance create our identity.

An American academic speaks about the trap of essentialism. Identity can be viewed as
intrapersonal process, people’s experience of identity can be shaped by the surrounding
environment and by human interactions*. In this view, all things are considered to have a

form or an essence and that these elements make up the "thing" without which it would not
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exist. Essentialism affirms that individuals pose fixed traits and that variations among the
societal group members are secondary. In ethnicity, essentialism asserts that minority groups
have unchanging attributes. As a result of these characteristics and historical function, the
minorities have limited opportunities of bringing social change or causing social re-
organization. Thus, he debunks this conception by affirming identity is not socially
N

Identity is social construct that many have mistaken for something an individ @%’om with.

constructed.

There are many aspects of identity that one can inherit like gene's that cﬁ@e a certain type
of character and certain aspects of identity a person can adopt@a’ﬁﬂd for themselves.
However, the most part of one’s identity is consistent of wha@g%erson wants and adopts for
themselves and what the society/the people around h'rn/@oose to give him/her. Identity is
a said to not remain unchanged once established.Nit/is a fluid concept and is constantly
changing. Identity is a social construc@%! eans that it is not something that as

individuals are born with, however we'@ate for ourselves as we grown in order for us and

the people around us to unders@etter. Identity can be situational.

2.1.6 Social Media Dis@{’

N
Social media can%g!r)l as one of the technological developments that provides convenience
for human!%mmunicate and socialize. Social media can also be described as a discursive
syst@@ embodies social issues. In social media discourse, participants negotiate a
common meaning through dialogue and interpretation. Social Media Discourse is a discursive
system in which social issues are enacted through textual discourse. This is an operative on
social media through structural features that tend to dialogue in their fields rather than
traditional websites. This kind of dialogue exchange enables discourse actions such as

building relationships, developing social situations and power imbalances that potentially
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affect or catalyse social issues. Social movements, cyber bullying and online sexual
predations on social issues are influenced or initiated by discourse within social media
structures. Some factors influence identity construction online in blogs, such as action types,
visual, enumerative, narrative, and self-labelling practices and different forms of internet
language®’. Social media has led to the empowerment of textual discourse among social

media participants.

The discourse found online, and especially in the social networks (the 1.310 &mstance
resembles to a greater extent a journal, with borrowed discursive genre@d to the digital
environment) exists only in that context, so that one cannot consi& o discourse by itself,
such as unique, singular and definitive publications. A reseaég tudied 108 undergraduate
students in Canada and found that satisfaction alon, &a titude and perceived impact on
learning had direct effects on intention to contin g blogs to learn*®. Think only about a
post on Instagram (obviously beside the pe %ﬁphoto): “watching the sky...” tag one or
more people. How could this text bgb'-@ectly interpreted/received outside the network in
which it exists, outside the * suﬁ&% A scholar studied 230 twitter and sina weibo users, a
Chinese micro-blogging, found the effects of both satisfaction and habit on their
continuance intenti@@o e’s discussions can only be understood in the network of
relations an sié\,itechno signs the discourse is inscribed into. Social media is found in
every ar life. Social media platforms have become indispensable in today’s
com@catlons It is use to share the article that has many benefits that reach many people

and spread information faster>®.Scientist use social media platforms to debate ideals, share

real-time information, and spread their research’'.

Social networks users interact for an average of 2.4 hours a day on social media’?. Many
publishers, such as SAGE, taylor-francis group, and public library of science provide much
information to their readers by their altemetrics evaluating system>?. In social networks more
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than in any other discursive environments, there is no statement by itself that might be
extracted and analysed by itself. From this perspective, the decontextualized statement could
be a theoretical and methodological nonsense, because it does not correspond to the reality of
a statement produced or interpreted within the reality of the socio-digital exchanges. Social
media has now emerged as a new platform for discourses such as socio-political issues. This
platform provides easier and faster accessibility of information to people®. . (b

2.1.7 Language and Identity: Gender . Q§\
Language and gender identity are closely related. Gender variation in sp c}is common in
various societies. In the contemporary world, women and men .eéqﬁ:i\cate using different
forms of language. Gender relates to sex or gender ic.ier&@f people. Gender identity is
individual’s sense of a woman or man®. Differenc @ social status of men and women
are the main factors that contribute the diffgrg;%e in speech. Social issues of power and
subordination between men and women u@ead to difference in speech between the two
genders. Most societies require wom more polite speech than men. The society usually
sanctions the use of profanitywbscenity by women. In such societies, women have a
subordinate role and thei@? freedom is less than that of men. In addition, women may

have a greater insechty, uncertainty, and lack of confidence.

Difference%& social status of men and women are the main factors that contribute to the
diff@%Ql speech. Our gender identity always determines our gender®®. Social issues of
power and subordination between men and women usually lead to difference in speech
between the two genders. It is necessary to note that language informs us of how people think,
variations in the use of gender in language such as referring to the objects as male or female,

might account for parallel differences in attitudes about gender equality. Gender can be seen
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as a dimension of identity, both in terms of how gender identities are performed by speakers

themselves and in terms of how genders is represented in texts.

Before explaining the concept in this section, however, it is important to explain what is
meant by ‘gender’. Gender has to do with cultural norms about what roles and identities are
considered to be appropriate for women or men that is whether something is feminine or
masculine. It also has to do with how/ways which gender identities are culturally re nted.
The concept of feminity, for example which may refer to a person’s app x or their
personality: They may wear soft, pastel colours in their clothing or mak%} they may be
caring, polite or nurturing in their behaviour. All those features@eﬁ\mt as a result of a
person’s socialisation as a female, they are often taken to %g%ential qualities account of
women’s and men’s language is typically heralded sj@& ginning of scholarly work into

differentiating linguistic styles on the basis of gender.and is widely referred to as the deficit

approach. C._))\&

Approaches based on difference a@@' that women’s style of communication was not
deficient, but simply different. en’s speech styles were claimed to be valuable and
effective for conversation%%?ls that ‘men’s language’ was not. Gender is a composite of
socially constructeoQ)}éQs, behaviours, activities and/or attributes that a given society may
consider appr @e for people of an assigned sex. Gender identity, like gender, refers to an
indivi personal sense of being female, male, both, or anywhere along the gender
spectrum. Gender identity may or may not correspond to the sex assumed or assigned at birth.

Meanwhile, gender expression refers to how a person presents their gender. This can include

their clothing, mannerisms, pronouns, and names.

Work on miscommunication in ethnically diverse cultures by arguing that men and women

interact differently due to their socialisation into distinct gender subcultures. Approaches
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based on dominance, on the other hand, continued to argue that language perpetuated
asymmetrical gender relations. Instead of seeing women’s language as lacking, however,
men’s speech styles were seen to be problematic. For example, through an analysis of
interruptions and overlaps in spoken interaction in mixed-sex talk, it was concluded that

women’s speaking rights were on a par with children.

In order to make generalizable claims, Contemporary research into language and@ender
identity often concerns speakers’ use of indexical relationships between li i€ features
and cultural ideas about gender in order to perform their identity as a‘@n or a man. A
range of gender identities is now considered but, partly as a rew@sﬁé fact that women’s
issues were at the forefront of feminist linguistics from th@’:@bs onwards, research was
largely focused on women’s identities until when a l'n@dited collection on language and
masculinity brought men’s identities firmly intog. Typically, studies of language and
masculinity have shown that men’s 1@@ e constructed via the reproduction of
stereotypes and ideologies that are sfceific to men rather than women, and that index

hegemonic, heteronormative n@ity, our gender identity can also be determined by the

gender we are socially positiene® or classed as.

Research into how \Qrgbn’s identities are produced can also highlight how social inequalities
are perpetuate Qch as by looking at public and political contexts. Much emphasis in this
area placed on examining the language of women in leadership or professional roles
that have traditionally been seen as suited to men. For example, shows how female managers
using language which indexes assertiveness or power — attributes which would classify most
male managers as successful — tend to be negatively evaluated; by failing to conform to
gendered norms surrounding their speech, they are often judged to be ‘scary’ or
domineering .In this sense, research into language and gender can reveal much about the
ways in which women are prevented from being successful as leaders.
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Despite demonstrating that it is possible for women to have success in what is culturally
perceived to be ‘men’s work’, studies such as these also demonstrate that traditional
expectations of femininity do not match cultural ideas of success, professionalism or
authority. This work reveals broader ideologies of gender normativity and Linguists carried
out a series of conversation analysis of men’s and women’s speech. Their findings concluded
that there are typical speech characteristics for each gender Women during conve.rsation talk
too much, are more polite, hesitant, complain or nag, ask questions, support e@’g;}her and
more cooperative while men swear more, avoid emotions, insult each . \ petitive in
conversation, dominate conversation, speak with authority, giv? @c\ommands, interrupt
more, have demeaning names for women, talk about sports, ta‘@ut women and machines
in the same way. People are being ascribed gender on'l@asis of gender identities people

express or which people are presumed to have®’. Q

Linguist’s findings align with typical gen({er; &pes. People may alter how they speak to

avoid language that encourages stere(@al judgements based on gender.

2.1.8 Language and IdentitNe

'\
Ethnicity and nation li@ become so visible in our societies that it is impossible to
ignore them. Lan&aji)plays a crucial role in the construction of ethnic identity Language is

mean thrm@hlch we identify ourselves and in turn identified others®.

Lang@gplays a crucial role in the construction and maintenance of ethnic identity. The
ethnicity has a more striking relationship to language than other social factors such as gender,
age, or social class. The construction of race and ethnicity varies greatly across communities,
as well as across and within individuals. Researchers generally agree that both race and
ethnicity are socially constructed categories. Sociolinguistic research on ethnically diverse

linguistic communities has identified a number of linguistic resources available to speakers
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for use in constructing ethnic identities, including the following: a heritage language, specific
sociolinguistic features, code-switching, suprasegmental features, discourse features and
language use, and using a borrowed variety. Ways in which we communicate define our

identities™®.

Influenced by the etymology of the word, traditionally, ethnic groups have been viewed as
internally consistent with clearly defined boundaries delineated by language, cultufe,%gedity

and other attributes. Language determines how speakers perceive world aro.un@%

D

Although the meanings of ethnicity and ethnic groups may appear clear and unambiguously
. '\

reflecting an "objective" self-evident social reality, they are in fg%\ﬁplex and emotionally

charged concepts. Ethnicity is a characteristic that can &@E attributed to others. How

individual explore their racial group membership, %@terpersonal benefits®.

2.1.9 Language and Identity: Social Statu@

Social identity is influenced by Vario@ctors, factors such as the historical, cultural and

religious beliefs of the society, @nity or family where one is brought up.

Language is an importa ct of human beings that helps in shaping the identity of an
individual or a ce@goup of people. People from a particular region or community are
able to identi %sons from another different community based on the uniqueness of their
langu. e@lall%ct or accent. When a person speaks their mother tongue, other people can
easily%ow the specific nationality or cultural background. They are therefore able to
identify them as different. This way, language shapes a person’s or community’s identity,

especially where people are interacting in a mainstream culture and/or a standard language.

Social identity has to do with individual’s self-concept in social groups. In other words, social
identity is a person’s sense of who they are based on their group interactions. A typical

example of social identity is social hierarchy; a person may form part of low class, middle
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class and high class society. Based on new social and political theories upper class consist of
the most wealthy group in society, the middle class includes people who are considered
working class while the lower class are those employed in low-paying wage jobs with little
economic security®!. Through the use of language individuals are able establish and maintain
their social group membership. Moreover, language has the ability to either bind or separate
social groups. This result to a phenomenon called the minimal group paradign.l. It is an
experiment to show how people who are put in random groups will often staQ'E;\feel and
show that they are superior. A person’s identity contributes to their p 1.%behaviour

through constructs such as social norms, self-efficacy, perceived %awvioural control and

values®?, \
&

2.1.10 Language and Identity: Age '®

The social factors that can affect a person’s‘&guage and identity include Region, Age,
Gender, Occupation, Class, and Ethnicity.€e9\1cigers may use some or all of these features to

place themselves in the group identit eenager’.

Teenagers who don’t want to b%%ned by the stereotype of teenager will often choose not to

'\
use these features i@ age. It is necessary to note that teenagers’ speech is linked by

an informal regisQ d the most common topic of conversation is relationships. Taboo
language @t of the vernacular. They also tend to use dialect and slang often when

spe Qformal lexical choices are often linked by common themes or topics.

Age is one of the dimensions on which we construct identities for ourselves and others.
Communication plays important role in influencing understandings and self-presentations
with regard to age. Age identities are considerably more malleable. Gender category
distinctions remain relatively impermeable over time, and the boundaries between such

groups remain fairly rigid and clear for most people especially people who are
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transsexual/trans-gendered. In contrast, age group memberships change with time and
divisions between age groups are highly negotiable. As a result, they are perhaps more open
to social construction, this provides opportunity to study the communicative practices that
people employ to manage their age identities. Older people do not necessarily consider
themselves old and chronological age is no longer the only useful indicator for defining old
age’ Based on the old age identity, advances in longevity, health aging, and teghnological
innovation have made today’s elderly become a generation that actively contriblq'gg} society
and the family®*. Negative age stereotypes and prejudicial attitudes are . Q@on. Despite
the fact that most of us will hope to get old, many young and 01(.1 ge\ le.hold negative views
of older adulthood. Hence, age presents unique opportuniti&@(d points of interest for

identity scholars. It is also necessary to note that age”i nges are also shaped by media

presentations. @

Age identity shows amazing predictive @ different domains. In recent years, the
influence of age identity on work pla formance has received much attention in the field
of psychology®.Teenagers’ lﬂ%%é features tend to come as standard, are constantly
evolving. Adolescents will“also*most likely be able to recognize that older generations and
children younger uge lahguage forms that are different to the ones they use. This shows an
example of @guage use changes across different age groups in society. Adolescents
make up é%ohort when tracking language use across different ages, and there are many

disti@atures often present in adolescent speech that may be less frequent in other groups.

Recent research reveals how age identity has influence in different spheres of life, age
identity influences the ability to act or perform in different domain of behaviours®.It is
necessary to note that features like frequent slang, colloquial word choices or non-standard
forms of English, taboo words and dialect words would be a lot less common in younger and
older age groups than in adolescence. Teenagers also use language to create and support a
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sense of social identity that will inevitably change as new experiences, hobbies, and
friendship groups circulate. In many ways, non-standard forms of language provide more
freedom for expression than standard morphological patterns. Age is a prominent aspect of an
individual’s identity and replace other types of identity, such as gender, religion and ethnicity.
It is important to note that older individuals explore ethnic-related identity less than younger

people.
N

2.1.11 Nigerian Pidgin L <
O

Pidgin is a language derived from a mixture of several languages, as a means of
communication among people of different mutually unintelligi@km%l:\istic backgrounds®’.
Nigerian Pidgin is an English-based contact language: L.ike@:&l)idgins, Nigerian Pidgin has
a superstrate, English, and many substrate langua '@ is, the local Nigerian languages.
Most of the vocabulary of Nigerian Pidgin .is f@ English, with additional contributions to
the word stock from the local languages a@xo Portuguese. Nigerian Pidgin is estimated to
be spoken by more than half of the Nigerian population and it is also the language with the
highest number of speakers in wa.

Nigerian Pidgin is com 4y?ed in informal conversations. Nigerian Pidgin has no status
as an official lan%u\'@g scholar suggests, however, that the idea that half of the Nigerian
population i %{t in Nigerian Pidgin, as asserted by a linguist, should be treated with
cauti % linguist’s reason being that Nigerian Pidgin is not used in the north at the same
leve& is used in other parts of the country, given that Hausa is a major lingua franca in
the north and serves the same function that Nigerian Pidgin serves in the south. The people in
the North might not be fluent speakers of Nigerian Pidgin, but a good number of Hausas are
speakers of Nigerian Pidgin.- There have been different avenues like trading, university
education, National Youth Service, etc. through which Nigerian Pidgin has been introduced
in different parts of the north. The main language in Nigerian military barracks is Nigerian
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Pidgin and the northerners are well represented in the military. It will not be an
overgeneralization to say that almost every English speaker in Nigeria speaks or understands
Nigerian Pidgin to some degree, in Nigeria those of low social class are mostly speakers of
Nigerian pidgin®.

Nigerian Pidgin, unlike English is not acquired through formal education and has no
standardized orthography. Until rather recently, it was accorded a low prestige in I.\Ii%ebria and
relegated to the less educated. It is now increasingly used also by and among ed%i& people,
for example in tertiary institutions. Nigerian Pidgin has also creolized,@;%anguage in
some minority groups in Nigeria. . ‘6.\

Nigerian Pidgin is mostly an informal language used prix%‘%\in informal settings like
markets, among friends, office colleagues, etc. In N'. %1 tertiary institutions, Nigerian
Pidgin is the speakers’ language of identity. EnglishMs/used in the classroom, while Nigerian
Pidgin and English compete in other intéc)%!a settings. Nigerian Pidgin is also widely
used in the military barracks. The la '@ge is widely used in these places because of the
conglomeration of individuals ﬁ{n)qeﬂfferent regions of the nation. Nigerian Pidgin English
and English are widespre»@gguae francae in Nigeria where more than 300 languages are
spoken. Nigerian @is use in digital environments. In online communities pidgin

speaking use % evalent. The use of pidgin has been impacted by the rise of networked
tio%ﬂo.

commun
O
The&ns of Nigerian Pidgin English lie historically in trade contact between the British
and local people in the seventeenth century. It is part of a continuum of English Pidgins and
Creoles spoken other West-African countries such as Cameroon, Sierra Leone and Ghana. In
recent years, Nigerian Pidgin English development has been particularly evident in the big
cities and ports in the south of Nigeria, where it is used among people belonging to different
ethnic groups; the use of Nigerian Pidgin English is strictly linked to the urbanization process.
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In the past the use of Nigerian Pidgin English was linked to non-educated people and
perceived by the educated ones with negative attitude. Nowadays the use of Nigerian Pidgin
English is more widespread even among educated people and perceived as more Nigerian
than English. Indeed, using Nigerian Pidgin English is increasingly popular among young
people, many writers, politicians and musicians. The fact that it is not attached to any ethnic
group makes it a very good candidate as an official lingua franca in the Federatic.m. The use

of %& when

of Nigerian Pidgin English can also function, in some contexts, as an act
speakers need to stress their 'Nigerianness', as opposed to their ethnic . @@ty. In other
words, Nigerian Pidgin English can express a belonging to Nig&a,ﬂwhich English, the
language of the ex-colonial power, cannot. This is very @far to other multiethnic
postcolonial situations. Compare the linguistic situation @uritius Islands where English
and French are the official languages, but they co%%h other very powerful community
languages (Chinese, Hindi, Urdu, etc.) at'{.@tian French Creole. The latter, although

lacking official status, is the only langu%' ich can express a neutral Mauritian identity.

No official status has been g%%cub‘ Nigerian Pidgin English in Nigeria, although some
Nigerians have suggested itould be a good candidate for national language status, since
it retains the above@n d characteristics of solidarity and neutrality. However, Nigerian
Pidgin English t yet sufficiently well-developed to fulfill all the duties of a national
language@he is no standard orthography, little or no written use, and above all no active
movement favoring its development and propagation. One of the obstacles to standardization
is the perception of Nigerian Pidgin English as a variety of English, rather than a separate

language; Nigerians often refer to Nigerian Pidgin English as 'broken English

Nigeria is one huge and complex multilingual community with several different languages
used within the public and private social space from city to city in Nigeria. This has made it
possible for several different lingua francas to exist across Nigeria. But in the last twenty or
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thirty years, Naija has become one of the most important, most widely spread, and perhaps

the most ethnically neutral lingua franca used in the country today.

Current estimates show that around 5 million people speak Naija as first language while over
75 million people use it as a second language in Nigeria and in Nigerian Diaspora

communities in Europe, America and other parts of the world.

Although English is still remains the country’s official language and the 1@@ of

education in Nigeria, Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba prominently feature as r §q€\‘§nguages in
B

coi
the northern, eastern and western parts of the country respectively. Naija is not just
[ ] ﬂ

endemic to the Niger Delta area alone, it is also widely spoken (@' of the country’s big

cities, tertiary institutions, police and military forrnati&@d the Sabon-gari areas of

northern Nigeria. Q’Q\

Though the language is still often stereoty id@described as ‘Pidgin English’ or ‘Broken
English, it is accepted by most peopl?asia&ery useful language for public enlightenment
campaigns, radio and televisior@hgrams, inter-ethnic communication, commercial

advertising, sitcoms, stand-up coniedies, popular music, religious music and for conducting

'\
common everyday bé)h@%a sactions in many parts of the country.

While the statu K&1;he language has improved tremendously as a language that can be used
for serious oses, only a small body of literature exists in the language. There are ongoing
effor@ong local linguists and writers to see that this aspect of the language is developed,
especially since 2009 when the Naija Langwej Akedemi (NLA) proposed a harmonized
orthography for writing the language and adopted Naija as the name for the language that was

hitherto known as Nigerian Pidgin.

Recently, a number of linguists and writers have proposed Naija as the best candidate for

resolving the national language and national identity question in Nigeria.
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During the European quest for new markets and raw materials in the 17th Century, many
Portuguese missionaries and traders arrived on the shores of Jamaica and West and Central
African countries like: Sierra Leone, Cameroon and Nigeria were largely visited by the
missionaries. For trade and religious purposes with no language in common they created a
form of communication with bases from the European language, giving birth to most African
languages: such as Creole, Pidgin, and Patois. These languages came to serve th.e linguistic

need there, by giving birth to the Cameroon Camfranglais (mixture of Frenché&nglish)

spoken by the youth today. ,%\QO

NPE is regarded as a bastardization of the English language used @ﬁon—literates, though
it is highly spoken in Nigeria by every individual starting fr@% early age. In the country,
both the literates, such as the president, campaigni @ians, lawyers, doctors, and non-
literates speak and understand pidgin, though ité@stly used in informal situations and
English is used for official purposes and @%ﬂl m of education. NPE is the most widely
spoken language as it is not a native @uage of any tribe in Nigeria but the only language

everyone understands and rega%%le easiest form of interaction amongst the population.

The Federal Republic oi@gaa has three major languages namely: Igbo in the (East),
Yoruba in the (So %d Hausa in the (North) having English as the official language
alongside %O different spoken dialects. Indeed, NPE is considered as a bastardized
lang @it is yet to have a standard written form. University in Nigeria, Ahmadu Bello
Unigy (ABU) Zaria both undergraduate and postgraduate levels, department of English
and Drama are now offering it as a course and many struggles are being put up for NPE to be
considered Nigeria’s official language as it is highly used by the masses, high school students,

postgraduates and undergraduates, politicians and business people.
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NPE is not only spoken in Nigeria, it is widely used by the diasporic communities in America,
England, and Canada. In addition, a large group of the Nigerian community in Luxembourg
use Pidgin as a means of communication, these diasporic communities use pidgin among
themselves as a means to feel at home.NPE varies in written and spoken form depending on
which part of the country the speaker is from, as the language is spoken differently in each
state of the country. Each State tends to add words from their dialect into Pidgir.l rr(labking it
more interesting for the ears and understood by everyone. Nigerian Pidgin En%'b\femains
the only language that unifies the 186 million population. Nigerian Pidgi .E?@sh could be

regarded as a marker of identity. In Nigerian cyberspace, Nigerig%dgin is the speaker’s

language of identity. &%’\

2.1.12 Codemixing/ Code Switching Q

2.1.12.1 Code Switching @

Code-switching is a dynamic approach to ide@geople can use Code-switching to express
and create different meanings and ideelogies, as well as different identities. Speakers can

choose various codes in their lingui@épertoires to do these things.

Code-Switching, is a lingufw%q?rocess where speakers alternate between two languages, a
linguistic behavior @)@%ﬁbited by bilingual speakers with different levels of proficiency
in either lang a%m is usually defined as the ‘juxtaposition within the same speech exchange
of speech onging to two different grammatical systems or subsystems’'®. The
codes@uages discussed in this study are Arabic and English. The variety of Arabic that the
participants speak is not the Modern Standard Arabic, but the colloquial Arabic of Libya and

Syria.

According to a linguist, bilinguals mainly and unconsciously switch between two codes in
order to make a communicative effect that is dependent on the sum of the structural units of

the two switched codes!'®.Codeswitching can also be a verbal contextualisation cue by which
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interactants construct and negotiate meanings and identities. For instance, Code Switching is
almost exclusively produced in peer group interactions and is utilised as an in-group identity
marker, often indicative of certain ideologies and experiences that a particular group

members share.

Code-Switching and Code-Mixing are processes for those who speak more than one language
or more than one dialect. They are powerful strategies that require metalinguistic sykikl'bOften,
speakers who use two languages together are described as “confused” or “t ~%’n’t know
either language well.” Alternating between two or more lan@ or language
varieties/dialects in the context of a single conversation. Using d{%ﬂ"{k of more than one

language when conversing in a manner that is consistent W@% syntax, morphology, and

S
.QQ

Truth be told, many people use the te gdé-Switching and Code-Mixing interchangeably.

phonology of each language or dialect.

2.1.12.2Code-Mixing

Some linguists, however, make a di@(ion in which Code Mixing refers to the hybridization

of two languages and Code@ﬁlg refers to the movement from one language to another.
f

'}
Code-mixing is the ii@

wo or more languages or language varieties in speech. Code
mixing can also %Q

from one lé\%ge into another, and by such a language mixture developing a new restricted

or n@gﬂcted code of linguistic interaction’’.

2.1.13Nairaland and Facebook

rs to the use of languages for consistent transfer of linguistic units

2.1.13.1 Facebook

Mark Zuckerberg, 23, founded Facebook while studying psychology at Harvard University.

A keen computer programmer, Mr Zuckerberg had already developed a number of social-
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networking websites for fellow students, including Course match, which allowed users to

view people taking their degree, and Face mash, where you could rate people's attractiveness.

In February 2004 Mr Zuckerberg launched "The facebook", as it was originally known; the
name taken from the sheets of paper distributed to freshmen, profiling students and staff.
Within 24 hours, 1,200 Harvard students had signed up, and after one month, over half of the

undergraduate population had a profile. . {b

The network was promptly extended to other Boston universities, tl;é I\Q%eague and

eventually all US universities. It became Facebook.com in August 2005 afier the address was
[ ) ﬂ
purchased for $200,000. US high schools could sign up from S@r 2005, then it began

to spread worldwide, reaching UK universities the followig@éﬁth.

As of September 2006, the network was extended@'%\educational institutions to anyone
with a registered email address. The site re%ﬁ)free to join, and makes a profit through
advertising revenue. Yahoo and Googl%r' ong companies which have expressed interest
in a buy-out, with rumoured ﬁ%‘é‘ of around $2bn (£975m) being discussed. Mr.

Zuckerberg has so far refusagm
'\

The site's features h@@%ued to develop during 2007. Users can now give gifts to friends,

post free claisi‘%&ﬁdverﬁsements and even develop their own applications - graffiti and

Scrabble are“particularly popular. Recently, the company announced that the number of
regi users had reached 30 million, making it the largest social-networking site with an

education focus.

Lately, there were rumours that Prince William had registered, but it was later revealed to be
a mere impostor. The MP David Miliband, the radio DJ Jo Whiley, the actor Orlando Bloom,
the artist Tracey Emin and the founder of Wikipedia, Jimmy Wales, are among confirmed

high-profile members. It is necessary to note that sometimes, officials banned a flash-mob-
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style water fight in Hyde Park, organised through Facebook, due to public safety fears. And
there was further controversy at Oxford as students became aware that university authorities

were checking their Facebook profiles.

The legal case against Facebook dates back to September 2004, when Divya Narendra, and
the brothers Cameron and Tyler Winklevoss, who founded the social-networking site
Connect U, accused Mr. Zuckerberg of copying their ideas and coding. Mr. Zuckenbﬁg had
worked as a computer programmer for them when they were all at Harvard b ~gFacebook

was created. The case was dismissed due to a technicality in Marcﬁ%}but without a

ruling’®. )ﬁ N

Facebook is a website which allows users, who sign- up &c@ée profiles, to connect with
friends, work colleagues or people they don’t know; . It allows users to share pictures,
music, videos, and articles, as well as their.own%oughts and opinions with however many
people they like. Users send “friend re u@% people who they may — or may not — know.
Facebook has over 1 billion users o ccepted, the two profiles are connected with both
users able to see whatever the Wperson posts. “Facebookers” can post almost anything to
their “timeline”, a snaps %N'hat is happening in their social circle at any given time, and

can also enter prianyat with other friends who are online.

People wi@es list information about themselves. Whether it be what they work at,
whe@@are studying, ages, or other personal details, many users post lots of information
which is easily accessible to their friends and others. On top of this, users can “like” other
pages which interest them. For example, a Liverpool FC supporter can follow the club by
linking up with its Facebook page. There, the user can post comments and receive club

updates, pictures etc.
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For young people, who have grown up with technology, Facebook was once the most popular
website there is. However, many teens are migrating to other social networking sites such as
Instagram (which is owned by Facebook) and Snapchat. Those who still use it, use it for
social networking. Young people are natural born multi-taskers, so using Facebook, as with
any social networking website, is almost second nature to many teens. Social networking
websites allow young people to experiment with who they are. They are popular because
teens can find their own, uninhibited voice online which they can share with %& Some
teens feel they can express themselves easier online when compared to L@%ﬂd because
perhaps they feel the virtual world is more secure. . ‘6.\

Teenagers love Facebook because they can personalize thei@%\e. In much the same way
that other generations may have plastered their bedr o@s with posters of their favourite
bands or soccer teams, young people now take épersonalising their own space online
with pictures, music, videos, and commelé'}b te has made communicating much easier
too. Rather than picking up the telepho%&o ring your friend’s house, teens can instantly and

directly communicate with thé\fr%ds on Facebook. Even email, another relatively new

technology, is of secondary“4mpdrtance to teens who use Facebook to do the majority of their

communicating. C)Q
N

However, des 'Qits popularity, there are also many risks for Facebook’s younger users.
UPD nder the new E.U General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), Ireland has now
set the Digital Age of Consent to 16 years old. This means young people under the age of 16

in Ireland are not allowed to access this platform.

Here, Webwise outlines some of the main issues which parents have concerns about:
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Privacy: Teens can sometimes forget that what is posted on Facebook is essentially a form of
publishing and, unless profiles are set to private, anyone can view the information. Often,

teens post too much personal information online like photos or phone numbers.

Predators: While rare, there have been instances where predators and other unscrupulous
individuals have targeted young people on Facebook. Due to its nature, the site can be easily

accessed and is full of personal information. . {b

Cyber bullying: Facebook provides bullies with a new and fertile battlef;el@%e they can

inflict maximum damage on their target through repeated use of nasty messages and other
means. There are numerous stories of hijacked profiles or serlog‘&et ces of cyberbullying

which have led to suffering for victims. QQ‘)&

Meeting Contacts: Many parents fear that young@ will meet face-to-face with people
they first met online. With this there are obvﬁ\%‘g)isks. Some young people will take online

contacts at face value, but unfortunatelye n erybody is genuine.

Content: Sometimes, there caq@ﬁtent on Facebook which is unsuitable for young people

and will upset them. Becausg of Facebook’s popularity, there are a lot of older users and

often children can b@@% to things parents would prefer they were not.

Facebook gi %)ple power over what they share, who they share it with, the content they
see %@rience, and who can contact them. Facebook is powered by an algorithm that is
able to ¥€arn each user's preferences and interests. Then, the algorithm displays content like
images, status updates, and videos posted by friends and businesses that the user might be
interested in. Facebook is a website which allows users, who sign-up for free profiles, to
connect with friends, work colleagues or people they don't know, online. It allows users to
share pictures, music, videos, and articles, as well as their own thoughts and opinions with

however many people they like.
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Facebook is a social networking site that makes it easy for people to connect and share with
family and friends online. Originally designed for college students, Facebook was created in
2004 by Mark Zuckerberg while he was enrolled at Harvard University. By 2006, anyone
over the age of 13 with a valid email address could join Facebook. Today, Facebook is the
world's largest social network, with more than 1 billion users worldwide. What makes

Facebook unique is the ability to connect and share with the people you care about at the

same time. Q}i\

For many, having a Facebook account is now an expected part of be@ne, much like

having your own email address. And because Facebook is so po “other websites have

A
sir@cebook account to sign in

to different services across the Web. '®

worked to integrate Facebook. This means you can use a

Facebook allows users to send messages and. p‘()&‘s%atus updates to keep in touch with friends
and family. Users can also share different@of content, like photos and links. But sharing
something on Facebook is a bit diff rom other types of online communication. Unlike
email or instant messaging, which\are relatively private, the things you share on Facebook are

more public, which mean 'l?usually be seen by many other people.

Q

While Facebook gffetsprivacy tools to help people limit who can see the things they share,

it's imponﬁ% understand that Facebook is designed to be more open and social than

tradmmunication tools.

2.1.13.2 Nairaland: An Online Community

Nairaland is an online forum that is created by Seun Osawa in March, 2005. It is targeted
mainly at Nigerians, particularly those residing in Nigeria. Nairaland currency has over
1,361,552 registered members in May 2015. According to a company that tracks web traffic,

Nairaland is ranked as the 7th most visited website in Nigeria (by registered members) and
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the most visited indigenous website in Nigeria 2.Nairaland had 9,307,145 unique visitors
from 22, 855,315 visits and 84, 870,233 page views in September, 2014. Also, Nairaland has
many unregistered users as registration is only necessary for starting a thread or discussion

line”.

Unregistered users however, can read and comment on existing threads but cannot start a

thread. This allows participants to join a discussion thread that appeals to them most(‘&;‘ereby

helping people with similar appeals to engage in debates as it regards to tlbétéﬁc. These

topics range from politics to romance. ‘%\

According to a company, registered and unregistered visitors %\Q&Rand spend over 10
minutes in the community daily with daily page views o.f 2&(@}%’.05 minutes per visitor’2. By
viewing this webpage that long and spending over 1 '\es in the site despite the difficulty
of accessing the internet in Nigeria, shows .t}ka\%iralanders arguably engage with this site
very well. Also, with visitors who Visite®aland likely to visit a news and media page
(newspapers and E-zines) show that anders are mainly information seeking people and

such person will likely engage Nical debate.
'\

Engagement Variablcs)@&’/

Bounce Rate \

Daily a@i s per visitor 8:05 Minutes (2.54)

Daily Time on Site per visitor 10:14 Minutes (19)

Audience Interest News and Media

As Nigerians have a high mobile take-up rate, having a mobile interface encourages adoption
of a site. Nairaland is one such site. It is necessary to note that what highlights Nairaland

from other websites is its ease of use, inviting user interface and user friendliness. These
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features make it easier particularly for people with low end mobile internet enabled phones

(mobile phones that are not smartphones) to participate in the debate.

Also, Nairaland allows members and visitors to participate in debates with nicknames or
anonymous status to protect their identity and any form of trace and harassment. This helps
participants to engage in meaningful debate that is devoid of name calling and other religious
and ethnic sentiments. The anonymous status helps to protect participants from an of

scrutiny or harm from the government and people. &

2.1.13.2.1Nairaland and the Public Sphere E

. "
The public sphere is created through mediated discussions, {@eople who had been

previously excluded, and the ideas that are presented in ﬂ@g‘ﬁiscussions are considered on

the basis of their merit. @

With regard to the first criterion, Nairala ’s@m dedicated to the discussion of political
news and related issues in Nigeriaﬁairaland is a public space because it enables
Nairalanders to discuss mattec%%cem to them. In Nairaland, participants can reply to
each other, commenting on.tfie discussion thread. It is publicly available and discussions that

take place in Nairal@)% ggcessible to people with different interest, ethnicity, religion and

gender. é\i

Public s@re allows new discussants. Public spheres often allow for new, previously
excl@discussants. For an E-community to be an online public sphere, such community
will allow for new members particularly those who were previously excluded. Nairaland
satisfy the second criterion. Due to the fact that Nairaland is an online public space, people
who were previously excluded from discussing their local politics because of geography,

ethnicity and even religion are now included.
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It is often necessary to note that ideas are to be judged by merit and not by the standing of the
speaker. Online communities must be judged and that these comments be judged on their
own merit. Without a moderation system, an online community is not a public sphere. There

is a team that helps Osewa to moderate debates.

However, Nairalanders engage in debate not necessarily because of the status or popularity of
the person that started the thread, rather because of the value the thread added to tl@gnline

experience. In Nairaland, it is difficult to maintain a reputation because '%}%ﬂants are

largely anonymous. ‘%\

Also, in Nairaland, participants’ identities are anonymous. This i @?)rotect Nairalanders
from physical or virtual harm. This sense of safety helPs @pants to engage sincerely in
debates. This satisfies a researcher’s sincerit B@(ative condition of the public
sphere’. Another researcher, argues that sogi@dia (the internet) is facing an economic
antagonism between users’ interest in dat@ction and corporations’ interest in user data’s

commodification and corporate secre%.

Furthermore, Nairalanders’ §on\ygity helps to protect them from political antagonism. He
0

posits that on politic:l @

civil society’s intqf o hold the powerful accountable and protect communications from

social media (the internet), there is an antagonism between

powerful il%tons access on the one side and on the other power holders’ interest to keep
pow@%ures secret and to criminalize the leaking of any data about them’>. With an
anonymous identity, Nairalanders are not scared of their safety when leaking data or
engaging in political debate. Civil society is facing an antagonism between networked protest
communication that creates political public spheres online and offline and the particularistic
corporate and state control of social media (the internet) that limits, feudalizes and colonizes

the public spheres’>.
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There is no state control of Nairaland. Although, its founder, Seun Osawa is motivated by
profit as he seeks for advertisement, it will be difficult if not impossible for the founder or his
corporate allies to reproduce dominant ideology in Nairaland as debates in Nairaland are

championed by Nairalanders.

Nairaland meets the four criteria for an online public sphere. Nairaland is a space of discourse;
it opens a space for a wide range of Nigerians to come together and discuss maﬁNssues

particularly, political issues, judged by the merit of such issues or debate &;& Finally,
f

Nairaland’s use of Nigerian English (pidgin) makes it easier for all @%} he Nigerian

society —the rich, the poor, educated and the not so educated to partn@‘.@ in the debate.

The embrace of Nairaland by Nigerians is helped by &@Swe regimes and corporate
conspiracy. Nigerians were starved of means of co @(g in the polity via open debate as
repressive regimes hindered Nigerians from.patﬁipating in debates. However, the advent of
ICTs has given Nigerians the chance to p@te in governance through online forums such
as Nairaland. It provides Nigerians Wi gateway of engaging in public sphere. Also, the

features of Nairaland are consiwith online public sphere.

'\
Nairalanders discuss i@press opinions, attack views, and support others. Nairaland

encourages partiq%aqgto engage sincerely in debates by allowing the participants to use
anonymou@uties, it allows for discursive equality by giving everyone, registered or
othm@Qe chance to participate in the debate. This is important as Nairaland is a public
space of discourse. Also, as an open space for everyone, new discussants are allowed into
Nairaland as it is just a ‘click’ away. Some of the participants in Nairaland might be those
who were previously excluded from the public sphere and, issues discussed are often political

in nature. Although Nairaland has topic from other areas of human life, the political debates
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attract more debaters and attention as ideas are judged by merit and not by the standing of the

debater.

Although most dialogue in Nairaland may appear not to be synchronous enough like a face-
to-face dialogue, however, Nairaland, just like other internet platforms, provides
opportunities for greater thought and comprehensive reflection on matters that concern

Nairalanders.

A
&
2.1.14 Online Identity . \QO

Online identity can also be referred to as internet identity or intermet persona, is a social
identity that an Internet user establishes in online communitie{@gix\we sites. It may also be
an actively constructed presentation of oneself. Although s@%‘f)eople choose to use their real
names online, some Internet users prefer to be ané@%, identifying themselves by means

of pseudonyms, which reveal varying amount@irsonally identifiable information.

An online identity may even be dete ed by a user's relationship to a certain social group

they are a part of online. Some;({;&%‘ceptive about their identity.

In some online contexts, i %@g Internet forums, online chats, and massively multiplayer
online role-playing @Q, users can represent themselves visually by choosing an avatar, an
icon-sized l@lmage. Avatars are one-way users express their online identity’’. Through
intechiiQwi other users, an established online identity acquires a reputation, which
enablesYother users to decide whether the identity is worthy of trust. Online identities are

associated with users through authentication, which typically requires registration and

logging in. Some websites also use the user's IP address or tracking cookies to identify users.

The tremendous development of the Internet enables people to present themselves freely.
Some people may reconstruct their identity on the Internet to build an online identity that is

partly or even completely different from their real identity in the offline world.
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Online identity refers to “a configuration of the defining characteristics of a person in the
online space”’8. Online identities can be define as the combination of characteristics that help
to define a person in cyberspace, thereby, makes him or her different from other online
users’®. The rapid development of information technology has provided people with various

tools to create their online identity and present themselves.

It is suggested that an individual’s identity in the online world may be different fr is or

her offline identity”®. An individual’s offline identity is constrained by his 5? corporal
t

»

body and the physical situations ®. Factors (e.g., race, age, and g’%

individual’s offline identity are usually beyond his or her cont«roi@)a/ever in the online

at affect an

world, people can construct and present their online 1denﬂ$%ect1vely82 In this case, the
virtual identity that an individual build online is @Vssarlly tied to his or her offline

identity ®. An individual can use different digit s to create an identity that he or she

wishes to express online 8, < I ‘\&

The phenomenon that people build(&nline identity that is partly or even completely
different from their real identit hiding or faking certain characteristics is defined as
online identity reconstm@ It should be noted that an individual’s identity is “fluid”
rather than “static.”N\t i soc1a11y constructed in a given context 3. Individuals often present
themselves tly in different situations. Online identity reconstruction is different from
onlingei ity construction. Identity construction is a complex process in which people
develop”self-definition %. It is usually related to personal attributes and social roles ¥7. For
example, a teacher constructs his or her identity as a teacher researcher by participating in
teacher education programs software engineering students build up their professional identity

through training 8

69



The studies about identity construction online mainly focus on how individuals build their
self-image online®®. For example, adolescents create their online identity with the disclosure
of intimate information and the use of various web-based resources. People use different
profile photos to present themselves, utilize various photographic and textual material to
construct an alcohol-identity, and edit the messages carefully in online interactions. Prior
studies about online identity reconstruction paid more emphasis on the factors. that make
people online and offline identities different, such as strategic self-presentati@ceptive
self-presentation, or false self- presentation °°. For example, an : girl may
reconstruct her identity online by posting edited photos that meike Lc;ok more attractive.
Some people also regard online identity reconstruction as a waK@Xplore their identity®!.For
instance, adolescents may pretend to be someone else 6@% try different aspects of their

possible identity®>”3. Existing research has examif@'egassociations between online identity

reconstruction and various factors, such as ée}@%.

On the Internet, physical cues are abs%. People cannot physically see or hear each other
which increases the perceive@uce between people and the audiences. In addition,
people’s online identity is Ity determined by the information they disclose to others. The
physical detachme@a diences and the control on self-presentation makes it easier to

hide or fake r@l characteristics®*.

In onli iles, people can share their basic personal information (such as gender, age,
education, etc.), describe their preferences (e.g., people they are interested in), list their own
interests (such as hobbies and favorite movies), and so on. In addition to profiles, people can
also present themselves through other features on social network platforms, such as updating
their status and sharing photos. Given that users can decide what information to disclose, the

construction of identity on social network platforms is flexible ®°. This means that identity
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construction becomes possible because people can design and create their own online identity.

People can hide or even alter their identity if they want.

Previous research suggested that, on Facebook, individuals tended to build an online identity
that is more socially desirable than their offline identity to make themselves appear more
popular. Given that individuals are able to construct their online identity based on their own
ideas, their identity on social network platforms could be partly, or even complete}y\' erent
from their existing identity in the offline world. The online environmen @s provides

opportunities for online identity experiment, which refers to the tend‘e\@ pretend to be

someone else in the online world. In comparison to offline conk&%ﬁnline texts are less

n%&pportunities for identity

exploration®®. &

limited by time and geographical distance, creating

In online contexts, people perceive increaseé&:onnectedness from offline contexts and
lower levels of surveillance. Therefore, @people tend to feel that there is less adult

supervision online, which enables th experiment with new values, ideas, and behaviors

to a greater extent. \)
: o
When engaging in st at@'%e -presentation or identity experiment, individuals intentionally

build an online id@f that is different from their offline identity to some extent. Therefore,

they are é& engaging in online identity construction. However, online identity

cons@@ is more complex than strategic self-presentation and online identity experiment.

When presenting themselves strategically, people are still telling the truth, but mainly
highlighting positive facts or exaggerating the truth on purpose. However, in online identity
construction, people are no longer limited to the truth. They may stretch the truth, hide
personal information, or even tell lies. In addition, the motivations for online identity

construction are more complicated. The primary motivation for strategic self-presentation is
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to build a positive public image. For online identity experiment, individuals mainly want to

talk and behave freely to explore the reactions of others *’.

When engaging in online identity construction, people are seeking the benefits brought about
by the constructed identity, which is more than a positive image or the freedom to talk and
behave. Some people try to pursue positive outcomes of online identity reconstruction, such
as the fulfillment of vanity needs and access to new social networks *8.Some people truct

their identity to avoid negative outcomes. . Qg)&
2.1.15 Identity in Real World and Cyberspace \%

. "
Identity is defined as, "the state or fact of remaining the same @%nder varying aspects

or conditions"!%

. There are many claims made about thc&gtﬂre of identity in cyberspace.
Such claims about the Internet is that you can@&xpress your personal opinions as
another, without anybody knowing your m%ﬁ%ntity. It is necessary to note that being
another identity can be very controver%g constructive at the same time. These types of

aspects of People changing thems@ can be seen in online environments which can be

over-abused and perceived xwa to express yourself and ideas.

People have many @%&xperiences using the Internet. There are many claims and beliefs
about "America ine", or "AOL". An example of an online experience is an article written
by a scho% ou Make Me Feel Like A Virtual Woman" is based on this author’s first use
of theMinternet'%. He is a male heterosexual who uses another identity when he communicates
in cyberspace. His other persona is a virtual woman. When he first signed on to AOL, he did
not plan on changing his identity. He was just uninterested with the chat, lobby, and public
rooms that were available. He searched in member rooms that sounded more exciting, such as,
"Le Chateau Dungeon" and "M 4 M", and soon realized that they were male-oriented rooms

filled with homosexuals. He did not have a problem with homosexuals and he very much
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respected them, but because of this incident, he decided to change his identity to a woman
named "Ms Terious." He met many women by learning that all he had to do was be
"intelligent, open, attentive and empathetic because gender differences really didn't matter®s.
Yet, the Internet can be constructive in many ways if you benefit from it, such as learning to
gain and express your ideas. The Cyberspace can be seen as something to have fun and
express one’s personal thoughts and opinions. Individuals can enjoy it as well if .the would

just give it a chance and make their first time online an interesting one, an%{a? such a

negative experience. ,%\QO

The Internet allows many opportunities for exploration of identity@zﬁ displayed personal
social exploration to fulfill their curiosity. Young people d@%} a sense of full presence

online, living in them semiotically as they maks&al and personal sense of their

participation. The shaping of an identity plays a,vital’role in the online world especially in
having sustained online presence withi@%’iculm online-group. Online opens the

potential for young people to take risk '@ to explore all aspects of one's identity.

The anonymity that the mediuwvides have a powerful, disinhibiting impact on behavior
and it allows young peo@&nique opportunity for self-expression. The involvement in
online identity play siQilar to participation in psychodrama. This ties in with the idea of the
game as a_me hough which experience is formulated. The identity game helps to bring
abm@@logical maturity. It is achieved by being able to develop different facets of the

identity’and experiencing variable progress between different identities®.

The youth, can and do take on second identities to protect their offline from their online
identity. Young people allow themselves to behave in ways different from offline life, to
express formerly unexplored aspects of their personalities, much as they do when wearing

masks at a masquerade ball. Good technology does not inhibit one's lifestyle, but enhances it.
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Being responsible with technology use will be vital to maintaining oneself and making sure

that the future generations aware of monitoring themselves®!.

A scholar argues that without coherence, the identity spins off in all directions and that
multiplicity can exist only between personalities that can communicate among themselves. A
scholar states the fragmentation of the individual obstructs the development of the resilient
online identity!'%. Ultimately, one can create multiple versions of oneself; different%;sions

of identity can be altered to particular audience. For some young people .thaé?&gmentary

social faces are merged into an emotional sense of a single identity. Xb e to express
more online than one says offline. . @'\
2.1.16 Visual Construction of Identity QQ‘)&

Visual construction of identity can be refers to a@@%pression and self —promotion of
users of social network sites. It has to do wiﬁ\&ggice of usernames, languages and profile
pictures especially on the facebook pro‘%' sers. Online identity and visual impression are
constructed based on social conn@‘l and popularity. Users of social media especially
facebook include pictures, ni kr'lya e and information that represent their real identities and
ideal-self as their QA;Q% ities. The construction of visual identity enables users on

cyberspace to repveie the real changes and advances, thus reinforcing their real identity

Q

2.1.17 Critical Discourse Analysis

CriticaQiiscourse analysis started in the mid-1980s as a new direction in the work of
Fairclough and van Dijk, Wodak. It began, at a meeting in Amsterdam with presentations by
van Dijk, Fairclough, Wodak, Kress, and van Leeuwen.

Critical discourse analysis has moved beyond critical linguistics by adopting a much more
fully interdisciplinary approach. Critical discourse analysis did not only studied texts and

transcripts of talk, but also their contexts, whether by historical or ethnographic methods.
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Some scholars developed methods of visual analysis that were strongly inspired by Halliday's
systemic-functional linguistics and shows how these methods can be employed for critical
discourse analysis. For instance, a linguist revealed how ‘visual racism’ is realized not just by
the most obvious racist stereotypes, but also through subtler methods. The members of some
social groups, for instance, are never personalized, never depicted as individuals with unique
characteristics®. . (b
Critical discourse analysis is a methodological approach to the study of lan%;;} It has
moved towards more explicit dialogue between social theory .}?‘Qice, richer
contextualization, greater interdisciplinarity and greater attenti.on t tk\e multimodality of
discourse. &%'\

Critical discourse analysis approach explicitly or impligithy attempt to make links between
micro-, meso-, and macroscale social phenomena%%lg discourse analyses across these
scales correspondingly. A scholar concept ﬁl{@g‘ese scales as a three-dimensional model
consisting of discursive events (micr% ursive practices (meso), and social structures
(macro). He suggested that riti@cbaiscourse analysis research should shift between
descriptive, interpretive, age‘%;planatory stages, each bolstered by oscillating between
different scales of a )@Qt the micro level of discursive events, researchers analyze texts
or other forms oﬁ%scourse to provide rich description (typically taking account of content,
structure, é%ﬂar, vocabulary, intertextuality, and rhetorical or literary devices). At the
mes@egof discursive practice, analysts examine the processes underlying discursive
production, dissemination, and assimilation, and interpret the discourse in relation to this
contextual understanding. The macro level of social structures requires an understanding of
the broader social context (including implicit and explicit rules, norms, or mores governing
discourse and society). Macro level analysis likewise necessitates the reintegration of insights

gleaned through the micro- and meso scale investigations to explain the relationship between
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discourse, ideology, and the socio material world. This form of analytical process is arguably,
the analyst must shift between descriptive, interpretative, and explanatory activities at micro-,
meso-, and macroscales of analysis in order to produce a robust explanations of discursive
phenomena.

Critical discourse analysis can be use in language to analyse data from a decidedly critical
stance. These analyses help to examine the discourse. Critical discourse analysi.s examines
the main discourses in the society. It encourages researchers to ask questions 1@ we are
determined by social discourse, what determines the discourse? W t. %codes, and
ideologies dictate the way we engage in discourse -that is, hov&: w glk, behave, interact,
and perceive? If discourse refers to a particular view of an evet&% creates that view

o)

2.2 Theoretical Framework ° \Q

This section contains the review of the three theoretical framework that were used in this
study. Symbolic Interactionism, Perform@ﬁs‘}‘d systemic functional linguistics are the
approaches adopted for the analysis 0%‘ work. One significant dimension of sociolinguistic
research is the investigation Q’&{e)zﬂlpact of social norms and roles on linguistic identity.
Accordingly, sociolinguis eMinterested in the interactions between the identity of the

speaker and the soc@e within which the speaking happens®®.

Language i Qﬂection of identities people adopt as a result of their membership in the
differ; @ups characterized by their race, ethnicity, gender and social class. How people
use a variety of languages leads to their social identity identification. People may greet
differently, request differently or use their speech intonation differently and these varieties
are reflections of their identity. Speakers define their positions with other individuals by
using a specific linguistic variety that conveys more than what is said. Linguistic variation is

not merely originated from various geographical territories. People may use a variety of
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language to show multiple group allegiances. This inclination exists because using that

linguistic variety is a sign of detaching yourself from the groups that do not speak that way.
2.2.1 Judith Butler’s Performativity Theory

Performativity is the power of language to effect change in the world: language does not
simply describe the world but may instead (or also) function as a form of social action. The
concept of performative language was first described by the philosopher John L. FQ{% who
posited that there was a difference between constative language, which BR‘U‘S%Q the world
and can be evaluated as true or false, and performative language, whi‘cses something in
the world. For Austin, performative language included speeé@o\ﬁ .;uch as promising,
swearing, betting, and performing a marriage ceremony. F&%?ﬁnce, the utterance, “I do”—

said under the right circumstances by the right spea \h the right intentions—transforms

N

the utterer from being unmarried to being marr‘i& 7.

Austin posited a number of felicity co%'gg that must be met in order for such utterances
to function performatively. Other s@c@rs have taken up these basic insights to explore the
various ways in which lan l%wan do things in the world. Most notably, a linguist
developed the conce t@rmativity to describe how gender is constructed. She argued
that gender is ax\@)ing and socially constructed process, which proceeds through a
continuou:%s of performative acts, from, for example, the utterance of “It’s a boy!” on
thro@grson’s lifetime. Performativity, then, is the process of subject formation, which

creates that which it purports to describe and occurs through linguistic means, as well as via

other social practices.

The concept of performativity has been richly explored in anthropological studies of gender
and sexuality. Some Scholars have also used the concept of performative action and

performativity very productively, looking at how rituals work performatively to have effects
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on the world®?.Other types of performances have been also analyzed from a performative
viewpoint. Anthropologists and other scholars studying economies had also considered
economic performativity, or how the practices of economists and other financial experts are
not simply descriptive of their subject but also serve to shape it. Not surprisingly, given the
concept’s initial conceptualization as linguistic in nature, linguistic anthropologists in
particular have found the concept analytically useful””. A number of challenges. ar%gssues
have characterized scholarly debates about performative language and perform@ These
include the role of actors’ intentions and issues of agency, the impo .&Q@Qontext, the
repeated versus spontaneous nature of performative action, and the cts of social roles and

distributions of power across participants. @

Performativity is the concept that language can fun ti% a form of social action and have
gplications in diverse fields such as

the effect of change. The concept has multi%

anthropology, social and cultural geogra@n

of gender), law, linguistics, performanc dies, history, management studies and philosophy.

mics, gender studies (social construction

The concept is first described kﬂg&lﬁdsopher of language John L. Austin when he referred to
a specific capacity: the ¢ ity of speech and communication to act or to consummate an
action. Austin diffﬂ@l@ his from constative language, which he defined as descriptive
language th @be "evaluated as true or false". Common examples of performative
language 6@ king promises, betting, performing a wedding ceremony, an umpire calling a

strike, ‘ar/a judge pronouncing a verdict®'.

Influenced by Austin, philosopher and gender theorist Judith Butler argued that gender is
socially constructed through commonplace speech acts and nonverbal communication that are
performative, in that they serve to define and maintain identities. This view of performativity
reverses the idea that a person's identity is the source of their secondary actions (speech,
gestures). Instead, it views actions, behaviors, and gestures as both the result of an
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individual's identity as well as a source that contributes to the formation of one's identity
which is continuously being redefined through speech acts and symbolic communication.
This view was also influenced by philosophers such as Michel Foucault and Louis Althusser.
Performativity is the concept that language can function as a form of social action and have
the effect of change. The concept has multiple applications in diverse fields such as
anthropology, social and cultural geography, economics, gender studies (social c.onstruction

of gender), law, linguistics, performance studies, history, management studies aré'b\lfosophy.

The concept is first described by philosopher of language John L. Aust@}q?e referred to
a specific capacity: the capacity of speech and communicationot@)o'ﬁ to consummate an
action. Austin differentiated this from constative language, @% he defined as descriptive
language that can be "evaluated as true or false'. @wn examples of performative

language are making promises, betting, performi ggedding ceremony, an umpire calling a

strike, or a judge pronouncing a verdict. < I ‘\&

Influenced by Austin, philosopher Qa)f%i@nder theorist Judith Butler argued that gender is
socially constructed through cowlplace speech acts and nonverbal communication that are
performative, in that they, %% define and maintain identities. This view of performativity
reverses the idea t Qperson's identity is the source of their secondary actions (speech,
gestures). Ins @ it views actions, behaviors, and gestures as both the result of an
indivi identity as well as a source that contributes to the formation of one's identity

which 1§ continuously being redefined through speech acts and symbolic communication.

This view was also influenced by philosophers such as Michel Foucault and Louis Althusser.
2.2.2 Hebert Bulmer’s Symbolic Interactionism Theory

Symbolic interactionism is arguably one of the primary theoretical traditions in the discipline

of sociology ?2. According to the interactionists, the foundation of symbolic interactionism is
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the manner in which the individual is connected to the social structure and the possible
interplay between the individual and others. The interactionist perspective maintains that
human beings engage in social action on the basis of meanings acquired from social sources,
including their own experience. These meanings are both learned from others and to some
extent shaped or reshaped by those using the symbols. As humans learn and use symbols and
develop meanings for objects in their social contexts, they develop a “mind” t.hat is both

reflecting and reflexive. Qh)(\

A Sociologist made a great breakthrough in understanding the basic‘%}tles of human
social interaction. A crucial concept of this sociologists is the self)@)s'élf and the mind are
dialectically related to one another; neither can exist without@%’\wr. Thus, one cannot take
oneself as an object (think about oneself) without a i@ one cannot have a mind, have a
conversation with oneself, without a self. Basic tﬁelf is reflexivity, or the ability to put
ourselves in others’ places, humans are @@rs and reactors and the human sense of

“self” is a product and process, as the C%_ is simultaneously shaped by the larger society.

In addition to providing discMs of many elements about the relationship between the
society and the individua@s%ciologist articulates the origins and actions of the self. He
argues that the sel(@j?mprised of two components which allow for both dialectical and
reflexive proc % According to a sociologist, the part of the self that takes the attitudes of
others-i @ned the “me™2. However, we can never predict exactly how their responses may

play out. We have a general feel for the way in which interactions take place. Yet, it remains

possible for someone to react in an unexpected manner.

This reaction to a stimuli arising during interaction is the “I”” and is made possible because of
the “me”. As a sociologist’s statement, “we are never totally aware of the I, with the result

that we sometimes surprise ourselves with our actions™?2. Given the sociologist dichotomous
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approach to the architecture of the self, it is not surprising that two rather distinct views of
symbolic interactionism have developed over the past decades: one emphasizes aspects and
consequences of the “I”, the other emphasizes aspects and consequences of the “me”. These
two views of symbolic interactionism are often referred to, respectively, as the Chicago
school and the Iowa school of symbolic interaction theory. The central figure and major
exponent of Chicago school is a sociologist, who coined the label “symbolic int.eraction”gl.
According to another sociologist, symbolic interactionism turned into a full-ﬂe%&ynamic
sociology®.In his writings, Blumer championed a position and .%ology that
emphasized the processes associated with a sociologist®.In his Vi.evK is Ricture of the human
being as an actor differs radically from the conception oﬁ&@ that dominates current
psychological and social science. He simply meant tﬁ@%human being is an object to
himself. The human being may perceive himself, @c nceptions of himself, communicate

with himself, and act toward himself. M 1@, such self-interaction takes the form of

making indications to himself and mee% se indications by making further indications.

As mentioned, Blumer and hi@cgs pay special attention to how humans interpret and
define actions of their ow ‘others. The focus of Chicago school interaction theory is on
the reflecting, creative, acting self, which is constantly apprehending meaning for objects in
the environ n@ﬂe simultaneously altering those meanings in service of larger issues of
the self. F@ umer, it is not possible to study the structure of a society through the use of
V&lﬁé@because this would imply a relationship of causation, which would be impossible

since anything is capable of being instantly redefined.

Therefore, fixed social variables are impossible to measure, and any attempts to explain
human social behavior with such constructions are unproductive. In addition, a scholar
tackles characters of symbolic interactionism and presents his understandings which are most
valuable guidelines: Whatever SI may be to my readers, for me it was not and is not today a
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theory in the sense of a body of thought providing substantive generalizations or abstracted
propositions about some social activity®*. There are no substantive predictions or
explanations to which it confidently leads. In fact.... “The Methodological Position of
Symbolic Interactionism”, Blumer refers to SI as he choose to call it a “perspective” or a
“way of seeing,” both terms central to the writings of another and major influence. Four
aspects of this symbolic interactionist “way of seeing” seem significant in my thin.kir(lgmd in

my work: meaning; interaction, emergence, and situatedness; language and sy%;\lgm; and
[ ]

the humanistic thrust®. ,%\QO

In sum, Blumer and those who follow in his disciplinary footste%‘%'ﬁ)rimarﬂy attuned to

the actions and consequences of a sociologist’s symbolic i%saaionismm. Throughout the

development of the discipline of sociology, the Ch'c%@ool has dominated the analysis
N

and understanding on interactionist theory by % ciologists. Yet developing parallel to

this view was another version of the theon@b

the ways in which features of the soci l'@ucture influence and shape common meanings.

a school which placed more emphasis on

2.2.2.1 The Nature of Symbolicinteractionism

'}

Symbolic interactioni @ the last analysis on three simple premises. The first premise
is that human bem{g toward things on the basis of the meanings that the things have for
them. Sucﬁ%gs include everything that the human being may note in his world physical
obje@gﬁ as trees or chairs; other human beings, such as a mother or a store clerk;
categories of human beings, such as friends or enemies; institutions, as a school or a
government; guiding ideals, such as individual independence or honesty; activities of others,
such as their commands or requests; and such situations as an individual encounter in his
daily life. The second premise is that the meaning of such things is derived from, or arises out

of, the social interaction that one has with one's fellows. The third premise is that these
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meanings are handled in, and modified through, an interpretative process used by the person
in dealing with the things he encounters. Three fundamental premises. It would seem that few
scholars would see anything wrong with the first premise—that human beings act toward
things on the basis of the meanings which these things have for them. Yet, oddly enough, this

simple view is ignored or played down in practically all of the thought and work in

N

Meaning is either taken for granted and thus pushed aside as unimportant or j @garded as

contemporary social science and psychological science.

a mere neutral link between the factors responsible for human behavio?%}lis behavior as
the product of such factors®. This can be seen clearly in thb&(ﬁommant posture of
psychological and social science today. Common to both 0%‘ fields is the tendency to
treat human behavior as the product of various factors @\p ay upon human beings; concern
is with the behavior and with the factors rega producing them. Thus, psychologists
turn to such factors as stimuli, attitudes, @3&03 or unconscious motives, various kinds of

psychological inputs, perception and @mon, and various features of personal organization

to account for given forms or uﬁ\% of human conduct.

In a similar fashion, soci@?ely on such factors as social position, status demands, social
roles, cultural preseci %s, norms and values, social pressures, and group affiliation to
provide su ations. In both such typical psychological and sociological explanations,
the @s of things for the human beings who are acting are either bypassed or swallowed
up in the factors used to account for their behavior. If one declares that the given kinds of
behavior are the result of the particular factors regarded as producing them, there is no need
to concern oneself with the meaning of the things toward which human beings act; one

merely identifies the initiating factors and the resulting behavior. Or one may, if pressed, seek

to accommodate the element of meaning by lodging it in the initiating factors or by regarding
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it as a neutral link intervening between the initiating factors and the behavior they are alleged

to produce®.

In the first of these latter cases the meaning disappears by being merged into the initiating or
causative factors; in the second case meaning becomes a mere transmission link that can be
ignored in favor of the initiating factors. The position of symbolic interactionism, in contrast,
is that the meanings that things have for human beings are central in their own {@t. To
ignore the meaning of the things toward which people act is seen as falsifyi behavior
under study. To bypass the meaning in favor of factors alleged to p((%\he behavior is

seen as a grievous neglect of the role of meaning in the formation Q@%a")'ior.

The simple premise that human beings act toward thing.s x@basis of the meaning of such
things is much too simple in itself to differentiate 8& interactionism—there are several
other approaches that share this premise. .A\n%or line of difference between them and
symbolic interactionism is set by the seco@mise, which refers to the source of meaning.
There are two well-known traditiona s of accounting for the origin of meaning. One of

them is to regard meaning as bethg/ntrinsic to the thing that has it, as being a natural part of

the objective makeup of t@y@

Q

Thus, Symbolic i%g'aonism views meaning as having a different source than those held by
the two do?%lgviews just considered. It does not regard meaning as emanating from the
intri@eup of the thing that has meaning, nor does it see meaning as arising through a
coalescence of psychological elements in the person. Instead, it sees meaning as arising in the
process of interaction between people. The meaning of a thing for a person grows out of the
ways in which other persons act toward the person with regard to the thing. Their actions

operate to define the thing for the person®.
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Thus, symbolic interactionism sees meanings as social products, as creations that are formed
in and through the defining activities of people as they interact. This point of view gives
symbolic interactionism a very distinctive position, with profound implications that will be
discussed later. It is necessary to see that meanings play their part in action through a process
of self-interaction. The main variant of symbolic interactionism was developed by Blumer at

the University of Chicago in the %4, . (b

Symbolic interactionism can be seen to be useful for understanding the %tion of

gender and sexuality. ‘Doing gender’ set the stage for social const@t research on

gender and sexuality. The concept of ‘doing gender’ demonstratbé“&g'éocially constructed

nature of masculinity and femininity as developing out of re%:'%, patterned interaction and

socialization processes. The authors contend that ge ej@@ges through interaction, directly
N

contradicting the normative perspective of gend n innate state of being or individual

quality!%, C.;\&

The treatment of gender displays bé) nstrating the salience of gender in interaction as a
master status. According to an or, individuals are constantly assessed for their gender
performances in both i@t?onal and institutional contexts; thus, ‘doing gender’ is
unavoidable becausngx category membership is attached to the allocation of power and
resources acro rious social institutions. His social constructionist approach to gender and

sex h l@npacted sociology as well as gender and feminist studies®.

Blumer’s symbolic interactionism centers on processes actors use to constantly create and
recreate experiences from one interaction to the next. For Blumer, symbolic interactionism
was simply ‘the peculiar and distinctive character of interaction as it takes place between
human beings’ °®. In his view, social institutions exist only as individuals interact; society is

not a structure but rather a continuing process where agency and indeterminateness of action
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is emphasized'?°. Treating society as structured, patterned, or stable is a reification because
society, like individual actors’ interactions and experiences with one another, is constantly in
flux. Blumer’s symbolic interactionism conceives social institutions as ‘social habits’ that
occur within specific situations that are common to those involved in the situation. For
Blumer, meanings are inter subjective and perceived, and constantly reinterpreted among
individuals. There are no meanings inherent in the people or objects which an actor confronts
— actors rather place meanings upon such entities which are perceived as unique@(avior is
simply an actor’s idiosyncratic way of reacting to an interpretatio @ﬂaﬁon. It is
therefore not to be examined or predicted from antecedent kno&gf{ about how actors
generally respond to given situations. This is impossible s1n€3a h encounter is different
from others (and therefore unique). Understanding soé@ avior requires an interpretive

perspective that examines how behavior is changi redictable, and unique to each and

every social encounter. C;\&%

Blumer’s theoretical contention was t{%‘ man behavioral patterns must be studied in forms
of action, and that human grodﬁ%&%hould be studied in terms of what the participants do
together in units®*. Blum E fentation toward social phenomena centers on the notion of

independent action:(hu ciety is distinctive because of the capacity of each member to

act independ t%

2.2.3 @lic Functional Linguistics

Systemic Functional Linguistics is an approach to language that was developed by M.A.K.
Halliday in the U.K. The approach is now being used particularly in language education for
the purpose of discourse analysis. Systemic functional linguistics is aligned with Sociology
because it explores how language is used in social contexts to achieve particular goals. In

terms of data, it looks at the discourses we produce (whether spoken or written), and the
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contexts of the production of these texts. Because it is concerned with language use, systemic
functional linguistics places higher importance on language function than on language

structure®’.

It is necessary to note that Systemic grammar, focuses on the paradigm: systemic grammars
basically set out the choices available in a particular language context. The grammar also
describes the possible sequences of elements that could be produce. A systemic {@roach
allows a researcher to focus on meaningful choices in language (e.g., acti %passive)
without needing to think of the particular structure that realises it. A ba@mption of SFG
is that “meaning implies choice”: if there is no alternative but to d@?féthmg, then it is not
meaningful. The reverse is also believed to be true: if there %10106 in any context, then
that choice is meaningful. For instance, lexically w Ve a choice between “fag” and
“cigarette”. The use of the first however is m @ful in that it marks the situation as

informal, and may say something about t so&" Itural background of the speaker.

Systemic functional linguistics takes(é%nctional” orientation on several levels. In general,
it means that a focus on what lwge does is more important than looking at how it does it
(its structure). Some of t@ys in which a functional approach is realized are: 1. Function
labels for syntactic ents Grammar is organized not only in terms of classes of units, but
also in te %ctions (Subject, Actor, etc.) 2. In SFG, each utterance is assigned a speech
functj @milar to speech act labels in other approaches), e.g., giving information
(statement), demanding information (question), demanding action (order) or offering action
(offer, promise, etc.).

Systemic linguistics is a functionalist approach to language, that explicitly attempts to
combine purely structural information with overtly social factors in a single integrated

description. Functional linguistics holds that: Language use is functional. Its function is to
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make meanings. These meanings are influenced by the social and cultural context in which
they are exchanged’

In Systemic Functional Grammar the notion of choice is fundamental. Paradigmatic relations
are regarded as primary, and this is captured descriptively by organizing the basic
components of the grammar in interrelated systems of features representing 'the meaning
potential of a language.' A language is viewed as a 'system of systems,' and the lirzgu(isbt's task
is to specify the choices involved in the process of instantiating this meanin%?;q}ntial in
actual 'texts' through the resources available for expression in the 1 .k. yntagmatic
relations are viewed as derived from systems by means of reali.zat' statements, which for
each feature specify the formal and structural consequences of @ﬁng that particular feature.
The term 'choice' is typically used for features and théi@lection, and systems are said to
display 'choice relations”’." Choice relations are ﬂ@%lot only at the level of individual
categories such as definiteness, tense and n %}:t also at higher levels of text planning (as
in, e.g., the grammar of speech functm@. ontext concerns the Field (what is going on),
Tenor (the social roles and relationships between the participants), and the Mode (aspects of
the channel of communica‘g g.g., monologic/dialogic, spoken/written, +/- visual-contact,
etc.) C)QQ

Systemic semant?&%includes what is usually called 'pragmatics'. Semantics is divided into
three components: The Lexico-Grammar concerns the syntactic organisation of words into
utte@gven here, a functional approach is taken, involving analysis of the utterance in
terms of roles such as Actor, Agent/Medium, Theme, Mood, etc. Central to SFG is the use of
'system networks', an inheritance network used to represent the choices present in making an
utterance. The 'choices' in this network are called 'features'. e.g., a simplified lexico-
grammatical network. The choices on each stratum are constrained by those on others. Thus

the decision to use a nominal-group (= noun-phrase), rather than a clause, to express a
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semantic 'process’ will be determined by both the textual structure of the text as a whole, and
also by the social context. Each feature is also associated with the structural consequences of
that choice, e.g., the feature 'finite' might have realisations: +Subject; +Finite; Subject:
[nominal-group]; Finite: [finite-verb], meaning a Subject and Finite element are required, the
Subject is filled by a nominal group, and the Finite by a finite-verb. Further selections in the
clause network will more tightly constrain the fillers of these roles, and specify th.e Izgence,
fillers, and ordering of these elements®’. Q}i\

23 Review of Empirical Studies . QO

This section reviews relevant works that are already in existence lanuage and identity

construction. \
&

Studies have examined various works on Identity, @%scholars studies ‘Naming as a
marker of identity on Nairaland’. This paper wa @e opinion that ‘A name can say a lot
about an individual and that names are Ve@')@ﬁ nt in every culture of the world as it is by
one’s name that he or she is first knov@ud identified. This paper investigates naming as a
crucial instrument of expressirlg, différent forms of identity. The data used for the analysis
was drawn from Nairalan iScussion forum dominated by Nigerians at home and abroad.
By drawing insight§ from/different socio-linguistics works by selecting extracts purposively
from the fo rr&t data were presented and analysed. The analysis showed that while
personal éﬁ were used by discussants to indicate religious and ethnic identity,
pseu@ms and diminutives were used on the forum as strategic means of expressing and
linking up global youth culture. The study concluded naming is the most important marker of

identity®®.

Another scholar also examined language and identity among Iranian immigrants in Israel.
This paper examines patterns of language maintenance and use-standard Persian as well as
dozens of dialects spoken by Jews in provincial towns among three generations of Israel
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residents of Iranian origin. Issues of identity, acculturation, and the immigration experience
were explored through a language prism as well as in light of Israel’s assimilatory policy, was
predominantly one of ‘Hebrew-only’. The sample included 145 participants from three
generations who took part in the qualitative study. Central themes that emerged from the
content analysis included close links between immigrants from Tehran and those from
provincial cities, as well as gender differences. Findings are discussed in li.ght of the
relationship between official policy and language maintenance, social @ersonal

implications of language loss, and suggestions from future language es towards

. )\%'\
igrant learners in South

A research work on "Language and Identity: Multilingu%@n

immigrants®’.

Africa" was carried out by some researchers. h@y helps educators understand
experiences of immigrant students in South Afréat relate to language and identity by
comparing such experiences across three@)&én school settings: an urban school with a
high (Black) immigrant and indigeno s'@pulation, a former Indian school with a high (Black)

immigrant and indigenous population, a former Indian school, and a former white school.

This study makes visible
xenophobic condit@s)Qi

individual 1 n@éonstruction and negotiation and its vital connection to language. The

igrant learner experience in multilingual settings in which

. The findings reveal similarities as well as differences in

implicati% of this study point to a call for policy, practice, and research to take into account
mul‘@\al immigrants learners as well as need to attend to the social construction of the

identities °8.

A scholar also did a qualitative study by examining Chinese returnee scholars’ language
practices in teaching and research and their identity construction during their early career
years. Using interviews and drawing upon poststructuralist identity theory, it examines the
adaptations of twelve Chinese bilingual returnee scholars to new academic communities in
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English language departments, their teaching and publishing language choices, and their
identity construction throughout this process. The findings showed these scholars constructed
their professional identities through negotiating English as a teaching language in ways
interwoven with students’ needs, institutional policies, and their past experiences. The
Chinese returnee scholars were found to be “rootless” in terms of possessing inadequate
social and cultural capital locally, resulting in limited collaboration and .difﬁculties
developing sufficiently robust language competency to publish bilingually. S@:holars,
however, employed accumulated capital to exercise agency in bringing 0. t\g'@ges in their
new academic environments. Implications for bilingual returnee %qlars and university

policymakers are discussed”’. &%’\

There is also another research on the discursive %t'%&p of identity through interaction

on social media in a Chinese NGO". The data from an "on-going online discussion

on We Chat, China's fastest growing @e orking site". The analysis focused on
instrumental, digital, phatic and analo@aspects of the posts. The data revealed signs about

the connections between mdw@‘rom an on-going perspective e.g. which members are

regarded as experts or lea in"certain issues etc. they showed that their exchanges revealed

their group identity @ inifluence it has on members®.

Another resga Q also, conducted a research on discursive construction of national identity
in S @rean advertisements. He argued that in countries like Turkey, South Korea,
Taiwan, Mexico, Brazil, and others, the reality of fast financial development has created
societies subject to and in the meantime estranged from globalization powers. Four
magazines were used as data for this study Sisa Journal, Hangyarae, weekly economist and
Monthly Joongang. From the data, 5 major cultural discursive strategies used were identified:
collective/family value (we-ness or one-ness), reconciliation/equality (between generations,
between classes, etc.), nationalism/patriotism, high context culture, and postmodern
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consumer culture articulated by Koreanness. It was shown also that Koreans rely more on

non-verbal representations than its verbal counterpart!®.

From the literature, it is evident that a wide range of studies on how identities are constructed
in discourses are available. However, studies that tried to provide insight into how Nigerians
on nairaland and facebook construct their identities in their discourses are not common. Since
the socio-cultural context of these cyberspaces is different from those captured irrth@udies

&
Nigeria

reviewed above, this study attempts to identify the languages that are L%)

cyberspace. ‘%\

A researcher investigates Trans-culturalism and identity in cybeé%&&%z critical analysis of
President Buhari’s Facebook updates, the researcher was @% opinion that the emergence
of information and communication technology has e decades of restrictions in global
communication. The social media in particulag&resulted in hybridity of culture within the
virtual sphere. This research within the f@te}ork of computer mediated discourse analysis
and insights from Kraidy's model o cal trans-culturalism draws particular attention to
transcultural practices within Nigital sphere. It examines the discursive practices in
Muhamadu Buhari's Fac %aosts during the 2015 general elections in Nigeria. The Study
adopted ethnogra{{'Q(y%;amine 100 updates posted within a four-month period. The social
media is a latform for interplay of cultural practices. Communication within platform
creat @md identity that avails individuals the opportunity to see themselves and act in
the light of other cultures. The virtual sphere, if properly harnessed, is a strong tool for

transmission of political, educational and cultural contents®.

A researcher, examine the Use of Interactive Media in Identity Construction by Female
Undergraduates in a Nigerian University. The scholar was on the note that the world has

become a global village with the aid of the internet whose attributes and capabilities are
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constantly surpassing all other sources of information that existed before it. The internet
facilitates accessibility and availability. Distance in communication has evaporated, making
interpersonal and group communication across continents possible and easy. However, a
more outstanding use is recorded in its interactive segment. These interactive media come in
the forms such as Chat rooms, Facebook, and Email. The research work examines the uses of
the internet interactive media by a selected group of Nigerian female underg.raduates in
identity construction. Results show sample population prefer and use the %@f)ok for
internet interactions due to its affordances. The e-mail and chat room , 'sfﬁved closely
in order of preference. The findings support the uses and gratiﬁca.ltio eQry which holds that

people manipulate the media for self-gratification!®!. @

Another scholar, investigates Identity Construction i @mg English Academic Writing in
a Japanese University. This research, investigates éﬂuences on the construction of writer
identity by Japanese university students é)f;g\%leaming English academic writing, with
consideration given to what selves th(@(hibit in their writing, and how much those selves
were shaped by their leaming%&nces in a required writing course. A total of sixteen
students and their four te s"participated in the study, involving an analysis of students’
written texts, sup@t@ monthly student and teacher interviews and classroom
observations Té\éext analysis was done using possibilities of selthood as the main
framewo% operationalizing Appraisal framework for identifying the different selves.
Find@showed that the strongest influences on identity construction were from instructors’
expectations, while personal beliefs also contributed. The findings also showed that students
were more likely to meet writing task expectations where instructors had more reasonable

requirements in terms of voice!%2.

A researcher carried out a research work on Exploring Advanced English Learner’s
Multilingual Identity Construction from Multiple Perspectives in this work, the researcher
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explores advanced English learners’ multilingual identity construction from various
perspectives synthetizing two traditions: research into L2 learners’ identity construction and
traditional SLA research into individual differences. The study of English as a lingua franca
along with dynamic systems theory comprise the further theoretical frameworks. Despite the
dominance of qualitative data, the relatively large number of the participants (N=42) allowed
the scholar to present and discuss some numerical data on trends and freque.ncies, thus

making the dissertation a mixed methods study. Qh)(\

The dissertation is also classroom research and action research, ‘s%\he study was
conducted in a classroom, and the teacher and the researcher co ing the study are one
and the same person. The participants of this study were 4%@% majors studying at the
Institute of English Studies, University of Pécs, Hu %@10 attended three Listening and
Speaking Skills II courses the researcher é in the spring semester of the
2014/2015academic year. The data collectio @mems included a structured speaking task
(a structured interview recorded by s?bﬁ-%ats), a structured writing task, and a questionnaire
on individual differences com@pen -ended questions. The datasets of oral and written
texts allowed the triang i of data. To analyse the data, the researcher performed
qualitative content @15 to detect emerging themes, which was an iterative process

characteristi Q research. Having detected emerging themes, he counted frequencies to

complem&t and support the qualitative results.

The&ngs confirmed that L2 learners respond emotionally to L2 learning and make SLA
an embodied experience. The findings also pointed out that learners utilize their L2 to create
subjective meanings in the L2 as well as to create an inwardly generated multilingual identity
reflecting their desire for self-fulfilment via the L2. Their identity construction drawing on
their imagination and their real-life experiences reflects their identification with other L2
speakers. Based on these findings, he coined the term of the language learner’s imagined L2
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habitus. The data also revealed that the participants are shifting to using English as a lingua
franca, and the emerging themes led him to revisiting Yashima’s concept of international
posture from the perspective of identity research!®. Finally, when investigating the students’
individual differences drawing on traditional SLA research and identity research, he came to
realise that both identity construction and individual differences are best viewed as a complex
dynamic system, in which horizontally and vertically interacting individual .differences
constitute the levels of the system, and the changing behaviour of these leV@’ape the
learner’s identity construction as system-level behaviour. Furtherm: e.ﬁsﬁystem also

interacts with other systems (that is other L2 speakers) as well as wiﬂ%&textual factor!'%,

A scholar studied, Identity in the Cyberspace: The Social %%J‘CUOH of Identity through
on-Line Virtual Interactions. This paper has to do w th ecent theoretical advances on the
dialogical construction of self, applied into a p ar interactive educational 3D virtual
world. This study analysed how 1dent1 %\_\llt and maintained in this type of not-
immersive cyberspace, where the 3D ct-%actlve environment is completely generated by the
computer, planned, and built tﬁ&nmumty of learners and practice. During the on-line
connections, users are persénified by an “Avatarl” and through it they can walk, fly, look
around the virtual @u d and manipulate the 3D objects, perform virtual actions, and
chat with other @g The assignment given to the community is to construct an educational
world, ca&d ‘Euroland”. A selected sample of excerpts from the textual chats generated
Whi@lal interactions are taking place is analysed, supported by related screen-photos,
using the ethnographic method Geertz, Duranti, the analysis shows how identities are built in
such environment through social interaction and dialogical processes. It is concluded that

cyber identities seem to be highly congruent to the development of the recent psychology that

considers identities as multiple in their conceptualization, “voiced”, and “positioned”!'%*.
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The Dynamics of Identity Construction Among Ethnic Groups in Benue State, Nigeria was
done by another scholar, she was on the opinion that, Identity construction and reconstruction,
since the colonial times, has been a recurrent trend among ethnic groups in contemporary
Benue State, Nigeria. Violent contestations have resulted from these reconstructions that led
to loss of lives and properties. Understanding the dynamics of identity construction is critical
to understanding the recurrence of violent contestations in Benue State. While a.plethora of
information exists on these contestations, there is dearth of data on the dynami@“%dentity
construction in the State. This study, therefore examined how social t . Q@ significant
other-groups influence the dynamics of identity construction am ﬂ}e ethnic groups in
Benue State. The research adopted Berger and Luckmq&@onstructionist theory!®,
Descriptive and exploratory designs were adopted and ’r@nggents were purposely selected.
Fifty in Depth Interviews (IDIs) were held with@@'%pers among Tiv (10), Idoma (10),
Igede (10), Etulo (10) and the Jukun (10) t@%roups in their major traditional towns of
Gboko, Otukpo, Oju, Adi respectively,'@;(l't information on social thought and significant
other-group relations in identi c@%ction. Ten Key Informant Interviews, 2 per ethnic
group were conducted with individuals aged 60 years and above to provide information on
identity constructio 'Q&)rlcal perspective. Also, 20 Focus Group Discussions (FGDs)
were held to elict '%rnation on identity construction in contemporary times as well as the
social relat‘i%)f identity construction. Different FGDs were held for males and females
agef@md < 40 years. Archival research and 5 case studies of individuals, who were 18
years old at the time of the 1950-60s Tiv protests, were used to examine identity construction
in historical perspective. Data generated were subjected to content analyses. The Tiv and
Idoma were the significant other-groups whose perceptions and attitudes influenced the

reconstruction of identity of other ethnic groups of Etulo, Jukun and Igede. Their designation
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as significant to other groups was based on population, recognition by the State as the

‘majority’ and the creation of the Tiv and Idoma traditional ruler ship institution.

The significant other-groups constructed their social thought identities based on their
dominance and control of State resources while the other ethnic groups constructed their
social thought as ‘enslaved’ and ‘dominated’ with a desire for change. The other ethnic
groups of Etulo and Jukun reconstructed their identity as distinct from the Tive :ltb‘lgede
reconstructed their identity as distinct from the Idoma. Hence the Etulo, J @%nd Igede
created social thought to emphasise and reify their distinctiveness. The‘%}%doma had a
disparaging identity construction with regards to the ‘minorities. tity construction was
spearheaded by charismatic individuals and groups who had @ﬁfor the liberation of their
ethnic groups. Spearheads with varying characteristics ;@u%ed as the need for new identities
arose. Ethnic groups used identity construction toét development from the State through

facilitators and the creation of socioc@anisations to mobilise for community

development. Government should er@equitable distribution of resources and empower
‘minority groups'®. \)Q)

Another scholar did a Di %yﬂAnalysis of Zuckerberg’s Pragmatic Identities’ Construction
based on Adaptatio(’l]heory. The researcher is on the note that People construct different
pragmatic ide @ in everyday talk and the process of building identities usually adapts to
the ¢ @To be specific, entrepreneurs represents himself and the company when uttering
to the Outside society and the construction of entrepreneur’s identity is related to the
company’s image. They are inclined to use intertextuality resources to build connection with
the potential audience. The author analyzed an entrepreneur’s speech discourse to describe
what pragmatic identities are constructed and how does the construction adapt to the speaking
context. To answer these questions, the author conducted a discourse analysis to illustrate
relationship between the language use and physical, social and mental world based on
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Adaptation Theory. The results presented that the entrepreneur builds various master
identities, interpersonal identities, and personal identities with intertextuality language
resources to adjust to the speaking context. This study suggested that entrepreneurs are
supposed to improve the skill of manipulating their discourse strategies to build close

connection with potential listener'%,

A scholar studied how Filipinos in New Zealand construct their identity as diaspminects
when they talk about their lives on Internet-based social media platforms. h%ﬁing how
individuals work out their identity is a crucial task in contemporary ‘%}n which some
people consider as complex and networked but also, insecure and ble. Filipino diaspora
and identity form a situation that demonstrates the intricate %&&%e of managing the steady
impact of decentering and insecurity in a globahﬁ%ﬂdl%. The researcher is on the

opinion that, migrants are in a state of liminality§ itional period where they do not fully

belong to either the former or new status‘ !Ihgﬁ

life plays an important role in expre%%- migrant identities. New media act as the stage of

iquity of Internet-based media in everyday

performances of their lives, theﬁg&é of self, national belonging, and attachment. Two cases
of personal social media the focus in the study —Amy’s Facebook profile and Ka Uro’s
blog. State- produc g(f

ere also examined as sites of official discourses on Filipino

migrants.

The @1 adopted online ethnography, the researcher drew data from the multimodal
‘texts’ in these online platforms and interviews of the persons who authored them. His

107 He assumes a stance that takes

investigation is ultimately an exercise in interpretation
language as a site of struggle for control over meanings and ways we constitute action. The
analysis is discursive and critical, in approach. In accounting for the richness of the semiotic
resources that the Internet offers and the conflicting relations of power in both the migrant

situation and new media participation, He deploy the principles of critical discourse analysis,

98



multimodality and discourse as recontextualization of social practice. Analysis of the data
reveals that social media function as online archives for making memories keeping the family
in the Philippines posted about life in New Zealand or documenting migrant life for posterity.
At the same time, the participants also perform migrant identity and the quality of their
migrant lives through these media formats. They do so by ‘place-making’ in which the
idealization of the new home represents their successful immigrant journey. The. discursive
maneuverings in their social media writings enact both the dismantling an%'s;j\ding of
boundaries in their identities. Triggered by specific instances, migrant i . 'Y}?Qconstructed
strategically as hybrid, binary, or ‘essentially’ Filipino. Conr.lec' do national roots is
undoubtedly evident. Personal discourses unveil a national co@sness. Amy and Ka Uro
carry the Philippine nation on their backs by performing @good’ qualities of being Filipino
or by taking concrete action to ‘assemble’ the best kirids of Filipinos in New Zealand to

‘rebuild’ a better Philippines. Finally, the ¢ f@sonstrate that the potential for agency new
cO

media writing possesses resides in E ling” the author with the text and making
experiences less transparent. g)@g%social media necessitates ‘writing’, and writing

necessitates contemplating the %r inary. Seeing the self from an unfamiliar angle leads to

rethinking one’s poto)@’complex network of social relations!%®.
24 Co@odel

The ual model of this research work is sociolinguistic and sociocultural models. The
variables of social identities such as age, gender, ethnicity, social status and religion
constitute the variables for the research work. Theoretical Background sociolinguistics and
sociocultural model. Through analyses of linguistic variations, sociolinguistics is concerned
with the effects of societal factors on linguistic behaviour. One significant dimension of
sociolinguistic research is the investigation of the impact of social norms and roles on
109

linguistic identity
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Accordingly, sociolinguists are interested in the interactions between the identity of the

speaker and the social context within which the speaking happens'®

.The pioneer of
sociolinguistic studies conducted a series of studies regarding the confluence of American
vernacular and social identity!!2. His conclusion was that divergent use of language is the
reflection of identities people adopt as a result of their membership in the different groups
characterized by their race, ethnicity, gender and social class. How people use a variety of
languages leads to their social identity identification. People may greet differq’ﬁiy\ request
differently or use their speech intonation differently and these varieties X?@ons of their

identity. Speakers define their positions with other individuals by &a specific linguistic

variety that shows more than what is said. @

Linguistic variation is not merely originated from V@@ geographical territories. People

may use a variety of language to show multip gp allegiances. This inclination exists
because using that linguistic variety is a 1gn§‘§taching yourself from the groups that do
not speak that way ''2. This phen(@n is what a scholar has called “ethno national
solidarity”: speakers construct @elop their linguistic identities by informed selection of
the proper language varietigs!\’. The speakers’ identity is revealed by the use of similar verbal
and nonverbal com@@ti e acts. A speech community then is formed, which is a large
group of peo le@i a shared repertoire of verbal communication habits. Furthermore, single
individuals. language variety (also called idiolect), is not detached from the variety of a
language/used by a community or group (also called dialect)!'!. A crucial point here is that
the mechanism of the relationships between idiolect and dialect is variable and is majorly
unconscious'!2. The use of two code for communication can help to make clearer explanation
from language people sed. Sometimes, individual speakers maintain dual identities by use of

two linguistic varieties to communicate in double speech communities. It is not true in any

sense to conclude that social identity is the sum of every single individual's identities. In
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other words, both intra and inter linguistic identity may change in different ways through

time. Within the speech community, speakers continuously adjust their identities
2.5 Summary of Gap in Literature Reviewed

It was shown in the literature review that studies have been carried on language and identity
construction. Some scholars’ studied” naming as a marker of identity, on this study it was
observed that personal names were used on Nairaland by discussants to indicate re‘:{&%s and
ethnic identity. Another study also looked at language and identity among_Ir @mmigrants

in Israel.

. "
Review on language and identity construction indicates that identi sﬁot static but a context
specific-construct and also how people use language i d@g&\t social settings to showcase
different identities. Although several works have/%%ne towards language and identity
construction, much ground is still needed to)\Q;fr. Empirical studies have been done on
language and identity construction a%' also reviewed as it shared relevance to the
researcher’s works. The literature @b@ved were related to the present study in one way or
the other, none of the study so far did language and identity construction on Facebook and
R

Nairaland in Nigeri: 7@

present work wili\c? rise the entire population of everyone on Facebook and Nairaland.

ent study used description survey research design and the

Sampling @ques, include multi-stage purposive and random sampling were utilize in the

studQQ

From the reviewed literature, it is evident that studies on how identities are constructed in
discourse are available. However, the purpose of this study is to explore Nigerian identity
expression in a digital environment and how identity is formulated and expressed on

Facebook and Nairaland in Nigeria with the use of language.
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And for the purpose of this work also, Identity Representation as IR, Identity Related Factor(s)

as IRF, Facebook as FB, Nairaland as NL, Discourse Issues as (DI).
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Chapter Three
Methodology
3.1 Research Design

The research design for this study is descriptive survey of quantitative approach. The broad

reasons for this research design, is due to the nature of the data and mode of circulation.

110



In terms of analysis, qualitative design helps in discussing, conditions and factors underlying
comments on Facebook and Nairaland, as well as the conditions or reasons for constructing
identities in the first place. By so doing, the qualitative design makes it possible to identify

causes of actions, that is identity causes, and the discourse issues that surround them.
3.2 Population of the Study

The population for this study consists of users of Facebook and Nairaland. Peo ) o0 are
selected for this study are at periods when things that define their experi ce\%éentered of
making and keeping friends, getting married, celebration of birthdays or other socio-cultural
activities, among other factors which continue to shape their per.sp‘@e.g about gender, age,
social status, ethnicity, among other factors that aff.ectQth&ubj ective representation of
identity. Q’Q\

Unlike Facebook, Nairaland is not largely -a\%ﬁ;ssd social media community. In this case,
interactants on this platform, judging f%’ r responses, which may align or misalign with
represented identity about an issue,@h‘ises the group, that is, identifies their macro identity,

with respect to the age gro%n er words, interactants on nairaland tends to identify with

their demography w&n& re raised.

33 Sample %@and Sampling Techniques

One h n@l osts were randomly chosen from Facebook and Nairaland. Hence, using the
quotagmique, percentage values of 50% for Facebook data and 50% for Nairaland were set
as the parameter to determine excerpts (comments) selected. The implication of this is that
for every variable, 50 Facebook and 50 Nairaland posts or comments constitute the data. The
multi-stage sampling techniques using Facebook and Nairaland was employed for the
collection of data. Two conditions that was used as parameters to determine the selection.

First, the desire to use subjective responses that are not limited by word count. Both
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Facebook and Nairaland platforms do not have limitations with respect to word counts, which
allows for highly subjective write-ups or narratives, offering a vast array of discourse features
and strategies in the construction of identity. Second, the mode of initiating threads and
circulating them to attract responses by followers. Both Facebook and Nairaland groups were
chosen for this study, share peculiar features, in terms of the issues initiated, and the manner
of responses. For data selection, the stratified and quota sampling techniques was used in
different strands. First, the stratified sampling technique was deploy to group é}ata into
discourse issues and variables of social identities represented. The und .'S@tors for the
representation of identity, age, gender, ethnicity and religion, an.d ‘s&l@tams, were used as

search parameters to locate the data in the two media platformgé\

The quota technique was applied to the selectio (})@ data, based on frequencies of
fgs.

occurrences of the variables of identity in both plat
3.4  Description of Research Instrun@

In the course of carry out this rese@vork, screenshot application was the major research

'\
instrument for data;s '%g and analysis. Social media communication thrives in the

instrument used. Informatio§co munication technology (ICT) also constitutes another
existence of the ')Kts t, which is also relied on to connect to the social media handles to
access the‘%using two browser applications, google chrome (version 108.0.) and edge
(Ve.O.). The data was obtained by using the screenshot application, which is enabled
on the windows 10 version of the computer operating system, on which the Microsoft word
application is installed for analysis of the data. The analysis is superintended by two

approaches/theories, put together as analytical instrument, in alignment with this section.

These are stated below.
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The theoretical instrument or framework is a blend of the performativity theory, symbolic
interactionism and systemic functional linguistics. The performativity theory was used in this
study to account for the representation of social actions. This is because identity labeling or
representation relies mostly on repeated forms of social actions. Major tools in this theory
that are influential to this study are locutions and illocutions, particularly in the ways that
they serve as strategies for the construction of identity in the social media. platforms.
Symbolic interactionism is tied to the conversations. The theory accounts for m@:p} as part
of social interaction. Lastly, the systemic functional linguistics is a t \ guage that
describe how language makes meaning in context The implicatiE)n qge{lding these theories
in this study is to align with the view that social identity is a @ﬂct of both social actions

and interactions, and social media communication is do

tools or variables of language in the social media @ty
3.5  Validity of the Research Instrun@tj\&%

ed by both factors. They are the

The researcher relied on the scm@ét application and Information Communication
Technology (ICT) as the mwstmment for data sourcing. These instrument where

validated through careful c} the application in the course of the research.

Q

3.6. Reliabilit)q)i e Research Instrument

The research“can depend confidently on the information collected through the Information
Com@caﬁon Technology (ICT) and descriptive Survey method. To ensure that instrument
is reliable it was viewed by experts in the field of Information Technology and Language for

scrutiny.
3.7 Method of Data Collection

This researcher used screenshot method to access the posts and comments of acquaintances

on randomly selected individual’s wall. The comments and posts on the Facebook walls and
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Nairaland pages was screen-captured, using computer system and application. These were
collated and stored in the computer drive, with backup on an external drive, and a writeable

storage disk.
3.8  Method of Data Analysis

For the purpose of reiteration, the analytical method is designed to ensure the realization of
the Three objectives set for this study, which include, to identify the identities re %‘ted in
Facebook and Nairaland posts and comments, to examine the locutions and &@%ﬁons of the
representations of identity in the posts, to analyze the discourse strateg?es%wi features of the
representations, and to examine the lexicosemantic resources a%w ring the locutionary
and illocutionary acts underscoring the representations (.)f &@& in Facebook and Nairaland
interactions. Therefore, the analysis is conducted 'ﬂ&e discourse approach, but with a
mixture of the top-down and bottom-uP a@ytlcal methods!. The first process is,
hypothetically, characterising and group@g)\ﬁe identity representations (IR) in the data
according to the identity d factor(s) (IRF); four: age, gender,
religion/ethnicity/nationality, wcial status, will be use as determiners in this study.
Hypothetically, for age, %al) IRs are identified: condescender, progressor/regressor,
experiencer and deeider; gender has six (6) IRs: Pervert, chauvinist, care-giver, labourer,
worker/de @ seductor; for religion/ethnicity/nationality, six (6) IRs are identified:
oppo @chauvinist, pessimist, optimist and nationalist; for social status, four (4) IRs are
represented: chauvinist, opportunist, reciprocal and libralist. The IRFs are topicalised as the
main sections of the outline for the analytical chapter, while the IRs are identified and

analysed as the subtitles in each of the sections.

The locutions (LAs), illocutions (IAs) and lexicosemantic resources (LRs) underlying each of

the IRs are discussed in a bottom-up manner. This analytical process is repeated concurrently
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for each of the IRs in order to properly link all LAs, IAs and LRs, for clear and easy
identification. The LAs used to interrogate the LRs range from directness to indirectness,
plausible claims, factual referencing, and illustrative claims. The LRs, on the other hand,
interrogate the lexical items in the texts. The third layer (process) of analysis is the
examination of the discourse issues (DI) surrounding the IRs. These are analysed principally
by the IAs. The implication is that every DI is projected by one or more IRs. Co.ns%gently,

the DIs generate illocutionary forces (IFs) that are summarily transferred to ﬂ%‘@éling of

Identity, otherwise termed as L. ,%'\QO

Endnote

1. T. Van Dijk, Ideology: A Multidisciplinary Approach.London;Sage.1998
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: Chapter Four

Results and Discussion of Findings
This chapter deals with the presentation and analysis of data collected during the field survey.

4.1 Presentation of Data
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This chapter presents the data for the analysis of this study and the data represent to answer

the question of:
1. What are the forms of identities constructed on Facebook and Nairaland in Nigeria?

il. What is the nexus between the constructed identities and the forms of language used

in relation to the context of discourse engagement in the two online communities?
iil. What are the linguistic resources for constructing identities in the selecte@g@erpts?

Presentation of data and discussion of findings are presented below: s N
. yﬁ'\

4.2.1 Research Question One: What are the forms '@ntities constructed on

4.2 Presentation of Research Questions

Facebook and Nairaland in Nigeria?

This research question focuses on the f@f identities that are constructed on

Facebook and Nairaland. The ident(téghat were constructed on Facebook and Nairaland

discourses in Nigeria are age, gender, national, ethnicity or religion and group aggression.

'\
Identity Represent®® of Age in FB and NL Posts

Age constitu sésuof the heterogenous factors that condition or underly the representation
of identitbin ommunicative encounters. The identity representations (IRs) conditioned by
age in‘the posts and comments of NL and FB users are, mostly, in four dimensions, namely

condescender, progressor, regressor, and leveler.
4.2.1.1 The Condescender Identity

Interactants in social media discourse account for condescension as a factor of age. The

changes inevitable to people constitute part of their conversations on the platforms and
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indicate how they respond to the changes around them. The condescension is necessitated or

attributed to age.

But kincly indulge me for a bt | do design's of miltary defense items, & touch of chaos an environment of work,for me stabilty is something
| cherish, hence why like lady's within my age range, ' 30 50 a lady of 32 who's reasonable will do, | believe during the course of the
relationship we will outine our fantasies and explorations, if love relationship means anything is putting the other person's intarest

&

Plate 4.1: Nairaland post 001 . QO

D

In the excerpt above, age is portrayed the condescender at @[evels. First, the speaker
identifies ‘chaos’ and ‘work’ as bidirectional factors.k@ are attributed to the age and
trajectory of humans that elicit the performative a@condescension, which is portrayed by
the verb ‘cherish’. This act is used to bé;é\‘%é feeling of chaos and work, which are
naturally inconvenient for people to cope, with. Balance, which is what ‘stability’ signifies is
used as a synonym for con sce%:g.l. At the second level, the trajectories of human
relationship, especially lovﬁla{[ionship. This is represented as a matter of condescension
because the two parti @t me into the relationship have performative acts associated with
different ‘fanta%{, and ‘explorations.” Hence, there is need for condescension for both
parties. Discrepancies in terms of age is another condition for condescension in matters of

relatl@ip. The performative verb, ‘like’, shows preference, while there is inference in the

structural process, ‘age range’, indicating that the speaker is thirty years old.

Gender specificity is also represented in the repetition of ‘lady’, indicating that the speaker is
a male. In most cases, in love and marital relationships, males are often older than women.
However, in this case, the man is willing to condescend to having a relationship with a ‘lady’

who is two years older than he is. The latter part of the excerpt presents another instance of
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condescension. The performative acts, ‘means’ and ‘putting’ are used to signify the extent to
which sacrifice is needed for mutual existence or satisfaction. Sacrifice here, which is

represented by ‘interest’, implies condescending to doing what will please each other.

Until | settled down with what | have and made up my mind to make
something great out of what | have. When life gives you lemons,
making lemonade is a proverbial phrase used to encourage optimism

and a positive can-do attitude in the face of adversity or misfortune.
Lemons suggest sourness or difficulty in life; making lemonade is
turning them into something positive or desirable.

Plate 4.2: Facebook post 001

A\
Source! . QQ’)&%

The speaker in the above excerpt pushes the argum t@as one grows, one would find out
that what one gets is not commensurate wi.th t one needs. Therefore, to live with such
reality, one needs to condescend to accep@ one has. The mood adjunct ‘until’ is used to
create a dichotomy between times is a feature of age or growth. The basis for
condescension in the excerpt iM; in other words, as time elapses and the speaker could
not attain or get what tl)@g?lted, they accept the new reality, that is what is on hand.
Performative maer)) condescension in the excerpt are ‘settled down,” ‘make’ and
‘turning’. Th %ntic modal and modulated verb ‘can-do’ define obligation. It is also
perfo @ in the sense that it propels the speaker to make good of their present situation,
conﬁlg that going back to what was needed was no longer possible. Structural, the
excerpt is sequenced from the denotative to metaphoric and to the connotative, with
collocative balance. In the denotative sense, ‘what I have’ collocates with ‘lemon’, and the
performative act of ‘making lemonade’, which is metaphoric. On the other hand, ‘making
lemonade’ is connected to the performative act of ‘to make something good’, which the entire
act of condescension connotes. At the latter part of the plate, the speaker posits the
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implication of condescending, using the adjectives ‘sourness’ and ‘difficulty’. This means
that it is a hard thing to give up one’s choice or preference for what one has to just accept.
However, the speaker suggests that condescension can become ‘positive’ and ‘desirable, if

one decides to make ‘good’ out of it.

-l Gleg Nelson Y
e, 14'0

Looking back at my life, it's profound that you could have done this.
Thank you Lord for giving me hope in the midst of the storm, and |
wish myself peace, good health, joy and blessings as I'm a year older
today. Happy birthday to me!

N
Plate 4.3: Facebook post 002 . %
o
Source? b
»

The above excerpt is an examb&p%f)religious identity which is Christianity marked by the
statement ‘Thank you Lerd. ?16 exact above portrays condescension as a reminiscence,
using performing a Qat indicate recollection and introspection of times. Two times are
indicative, @ the past and the present. The past is brought to the discourse by the
perfo @ of recollection, ‘looking back’. This establishes the inference that the past times
is si&ant in the trajectory of the speaker. But the clue of the past ‘life’ is signified in the
following sentence. The prepositional phrase, ‘in the midst of the storm’ indicates that the
speaker has had an unpleasant situation that required condescension. the identity of
condescender is structured in the compound sentence, using parallel nouns, ‘hope’, ‘peace’,
‘health’, ‘joy’ and ‘blessings’, while the performative act signifying condescension is ‘wish’,
which is indexed to ‘hope’. The implication of this is to posit that hoping and wishing are
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condescending and coping strategies when things are not what one expects as one grows

older.

1f na by resemble you know how many unknown brothers and sisters you go potentially get out there?

A man of 27years no suppose dey stil pursue child support upandan na. Ifim don survive without him dad till 27yrs of age then him obuiausly no

need! the dad, if the dad no want am. He should sort himself out and face him front, not be chasing unverified papa wey no send am,

>
Plate 4.4: Nairaland post 002 ‘%\
%w

Source! g\\.
Trans: A 27-years old man is not supposed to be on ;{@upport again, since he
had survived that long without a fathé@ s father does not want him,

then he should take care of hif&g@gve on, and stop chasing a father

who does not care about hivfe

The excerpt above showcase%al identity through the use of pidgin. Age is also

considers as an indisper@‘bondition for condescension, treating it as a performative

concessional act. I@

communicat:'gn ifferent codes. In this case, the speaker has used the local Warri pidgin,

ant to mention that social media are platforms for informal

marked slang, wey no send am’, which implies unconcern, and marks the reason for
conc@nsion. The excerpt posits that age is premediated by growth, which must be
progressive. For instance, a 27years old has grown from childhood to adulthood; thus, must
not behave like a child. The speaker also ties condescension to survival, using the standard
performative, and ‘survive’. Survival itself is also a coping strategy that is connected to

growing up. The speaker also used standard structures to mark survival and condescension.

Among these are the adverb, ‘obviously’, the performative, ‘sort out’. There are also non-
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standard or piginised structures marking condescension, in this case, moving on. These
include the performatives, ‘face front’, and ‘no send’. There is structural balance, in the text,

created by the use of standard and piginised pronouns, ‘him’, and ‘am’, respectively.

¢ Crime / Re: Yahoo Boy Reveals How He Spent N225m Collected From British Lady by VEHINTOLAR: 11:15am On Dec
07

Let him go and ENDURE in Kirikiri maximum Prison yard too since his name is ENDURANCE! !And since his g€ is 19,2

sentence of 50 years with hard labour will do. He can continue with his yahoo "business" when he regains freedom then,
Awon odaran omokomo gbogho ;

N
Plate 4.5: Nairaland post 003 Q}&%
YN

Source? Q’Q\

Ethnic identity is portrayed in the abo ﬁ@pt through code switching into Yoruba
language by the use of ‘awon odaran %’goJmo gbogbo’. The speaker in the above excerpt
structurally foregrounds the pe orl% e act of condescension. Drawing further attention to
it, the condescender identit&'s.g)ersoniﬁed, using the act of naming ‘endurance’. It is also
capitalised for the p, @%emphasis. Performative acts enacting causes and effect are seen
in the plate. Theé{,of going, for instance, signify cause, which is coopted from the criminal
act or offen at the referent has done, while the performative, ‘endure’ signifies the
conce, which is tantamount to condescending and suffering the consequence of the
action. What the speaker implies in the excerpt is that people must take responsibility of their
actions, whether good or bad. The speaker attributes condescension and punishment to the
factor of age; if one is old enough to commit a crime, then one is old enough to suffer the

consequence of the crime. In other words, condescension should not be a spontaneous action;

it must be planned with every endeavour.
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with Musty Brown and 65 others.
3d - Y
DON'T DIE POOR: LEVERAGE THE INTERNET

When | see people blaming their background for the cause of their
misfortune in life, | laugh.

Stop the blame game and grow up.

You have been complaining for years. Stop complaining and do
something about it.

It is not your fault if you are bom poor.
But it 1s entirely your fault if you live and die poor.

"Nobody Is Coming For You".

Plate 4.6: Facebook post 003 Q‘)&%
Source* Q&

Gender identity is marked in plate 4.6 throu ‘Asomastics that is the name of the speaker
‘Prince identity skull Pidk’. It shows % aker belongs to the male gender. The excerpt
above also interrogates age as a fac%% human transition from one stage to the other. There
are two structural levels of o%%ension projected by the speaker. These are the level of
staying and the sec @s moving on. Those who condescend to stay are what the
speaker refers toﬁitéaging in the performative act of ‘blaming’ and ‘complaining’. The
speaker c@es condescension to ‘misfortune’, which he terms as a performative
cons@%. Age is indexed to ‘years’, and the performative act ‘grow’. On the other hand,
the act of moving on is performatively expressed, using ‘stop’, ‘grow’ and ‘do’. There is
structural parallelism in the acts of living and dying, treating them as sequential acts of
condescension. The condescender identity here is interfaced with a demeaning status, that is
being ‘poor’. The speaker’s structural approach in the excerpt is between instruction and

evangelicalism; that is, trying to get one from being complacent (the first level of
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condescension) to a state of activity, moving to change the situation (the second level of

condescension).
4.2.1.2 The Progressor Identity

Certainly, age is a factor or condition that accelerates, not diminishes. In the same way,
normatively, it is expected to contribute to one’s development in life. Those that progress as a
result of their progress in age are represented with the identity of ‘progressor’. M&ﬁ;@dlces

are used to index the progressor identity in Facebook and Nairaland p §% comments,

such as success in endeavours, advancement, change of status, others that are

represented in the data.

»ﬁo

‘ 4 Olabode ?uungh-nss Opeyemi Olasunkanmi
B January 30,2021 . @

First pix of d year starting my new year with a congratulatory
messages
Chasing a dream requires efforts, passion and hard work. am now on

the way. Keeping up my good work and continuing to strive.
| hope my dreams take me to the comers of my smiles, to the highest
of my hopes, to the windows of my opportunities, and to the most

special places my heart has ever know
congrats Youngboss olabode opeyemi Olasunkanmi Oladimeyi

oluwaseun AYODE

Plate 4.7: Facebook post 004

Source’
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Plate 4.7 represents ethnic identity because of the name of the speaker ‘Olabode’ which is a
Yoruba name. The above excerpt also represents the speaker as a ‘progressor’, in this case
one who keeps moving on trying to achieve success. It begins by indexing success to progress,
which comes with the performative act of exchanging ‘congratulatory messages.” Progress is
also linked to the act of crossing into ‘a new year’. The performative acts of progression in
the plate include ‘chasing’, ‘keeping’ and ‘continuing’. However, making Pr(%%fss is
portrayed in the ironic — connotative sense as striving, while it is asség}d with
lexicographical structures that portray dignity of labour. These lexica .0\?@ are ‘good
work’, ‘hard work’ and ‘effort’. The implication of this is that Rro@ip life is not an easy
task. It requires some of arduous effort and commitment. '@eaker uses metaphor to
describe the process and results of the progressor iﬂ@y. The process is hoping and

dreaming, while the results are ‘windows of op@%ﬂ and ‘special places.” The same

performative act is used to connect th@{@% and results together, treating them as
sequential events. %

0
@Romance  ating by Dupe8i: 44om

My name is Dupe am tall dark and pretty i need a handsome guy in abuja from dg€ 29-36,must be God
fearing and have a good job,and must be ready to take care of me,and must be a Christian. f you are
Interested send me your WhatsApp number

Y

Plate 4.8: Nairaland post 004
Source®

The speaker in plate 4.8 combines the ethnic, gender, religious and national identity by the

use of the name © dupe’ from Yoruba tribe, the statement ‘I need a handsome guy” to signify
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that the speaker is actually a female,” must be God fearing’ and a ‘Christian’ to show that the
speaker is a Christian and lives in Abuja. In the excerpt above, the speaker ties progress in
life to some other factors that are underlined by age and growth. First, the age range of
progression or advancement is identifies using cardinal adjectives ‘29-36’. The submission is
relevant to the fact that this is the age of commencement of stability in one’s growth, in the
structural hierarchy. The speaker uses epistemic collocation as existential perfor.rnzktibv‘e; the
verb ‘must be” which should be an epistemic modality of certainty, has been 1@%}5 define
responsibility. In other words, anyone within this age group, is expec : o%ress in the
respective areas as a matter of responsibility. The performat.ive hgving and being is
indexed to possession and attitude as markers of the progres@entity. The structure has
parallelism in the post; the process of getting a job sequé@o the ability to ‘take care’ of the

speaker. She considers this to be conditions for@'%ss to start a relationship, while the

latter, which is related to religiosity, is hel@j@ performative of certainty.
A

You know the response to that question of ditching one's phone will be a resounding NO! We live in
an age now were our phones are now an extension of us. The mass surveillance you speculate about

5 already here, And has been here with us in Nigeria since the 90s when mobile phones became a
thing. We will all eventually be tracked. This is an inevitability.

»

Plate@Nairaland post 005

Source!

The speaker in excerpt (9) uses ‘Nigeria’ to indicate national identity and structurally links
age to be in sequence of time. In words, progression in terms of age is equated with changing

times. The speaker uses existential performatives to signify the contrast between the changing
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periods, on the one hand, which the period of phone communication, and the former period,
on the other hand, which is the period with the development of phone communication. The
speaker also uses the temporal, ‘now’, to strengthen the performative act of being, ‘are’,
creating structural balance between the timeline: past and present. The temporal, ‘now’
implies a changing — progressive state; it also implies that there is a shift from what has been

to what is in place at the material time, which is indicative of the representation of progressor

identity. Q')(\

%\%

The first mention of this garment was in the 16th century, when it was worn by sailors. They wore them to protect themselves from seawater and cold
weather,
In the 20th century, this garment became popular among both men and women as an informal dress-wear attre.

In recent years, these garments nave become popular among people of all age groups for casual wear,

\UN
Plate 4.10:‘!@ post 006
Souxz@Q

The excerpt above reflects the age identity which is progressive as a result of changing time.
Symbolically, the identity of progressor is tied first to the temporal indexes, ‘16th Century’,
20th century’, and ‘recent years’, which covertly represents the 21st century, following

ordinal representations. These temporals are also indicators of age, as it applies to

dispensations. Second, the progressor identity is indexed to ‘garment’; while the verb ‘to be’,
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‘became’ and ‘have become’, in the existential and behavioural processes respectively, were
used as performatives, to identify the state of progressive change from one dispensation to the
other. There is cross indexation of the ‘age’ groups and the representation of identity. For
instance, ‘men’, women’, which are gender specific are indexed to ‘people’, which is the
collective term. There is also indexation of the thematic — deictic centre, that is, ‘garment’.
This is indexed to meronyms such as ‘dress-wear’, “attire’, and ‘casual wear’. Thete is the use
of repetition, not only for structural effect, but to emphasise the significations t@ the use
of ‘garment’. The three (3) generations represented in the excerpt have di : \%gniﬁed use
of the signifier, ‘garment’, that is, for cover, dress-wear and ‘casgal 1@;\
N

Monica lyere Aneni ee N
& E-d 3 H

I am grateful for your goodwill messages on my birthday. God bless
you all abundantly, may your hearts’ desires be fulfilled, may your
paths shine brighter and brighter until the perfect day, and may your
barns be filled to the brim in Jesus’ name. Amen

R e S L

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

#

<

\a
Plate 4.11 :@k post 005

Q

Sour

The symbolic factor indexing the representation identity in the plate is gender represented as
‘Monica’, religion represented as ‘...in Jesus name ‘and age. Age overtly represented as
‘birthday’, which marks the meaning-relation in celebration. Birthdays are commemorated
every year, marking, technically, age as progressor in its own right. However, the progressor

identity is performatively metaphorized, using religious allusion. The verb ‘shine’ is parallel

128



to the comparative adjective, which overtly marks change in position that is symptomatic of
progression from one state to another. The fact that it is repeated in the same way that is
replicated in the bible where it was co-opted from shows emphasis that is placed in the
identity. The representation culminates from the comparative to a superlative adjective,
‘perfect’. Away from the representation of identity, the excerpt gives a glimpse of human
relationship, especially how success or progress in age is commemoratec{. (Bér‘thday
celebrations are graced with series of ‘goodwill’ messages, which are also vqi:g} In the
same vein, goodwill and wishes are for better years, advancements, .\%ity, among
other things that marks progress as represented, metaphoricall.y i hglast sentence, with
emphasis on ‘barn’. A collocating performative verb, ‘ﬁlle(f&%'\[med, while the nominal

‘brim’ is used as a parallel marker for indicating both Q@y and quantity of the content of

the ‘barn’. QQ

4.2.1.3 The Regressor Identity ( @

Not everyone believes or hold the o@n that age brings with it progress. The implication of

this is that at a certain point iN’s development, and, most especially, state of health, is
'\

bound to regress rather %Qr gress. There are some people who maintain this as ideological

stance; they tenq\t' e performatives acts that compare between times, situations and

conditions@on to what they experience in life.
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i & Olumide Ayinla is at Gotthard Raststatte. Y

Oh . Schattdorf, Switzerland - &3

Several years ago, a friend who will likely see this post told me of his
mum’s travail with Cancer. He had spent so much buying expensive
drugs and sessions of chemotherapy including expensive alternative
medicine care for his mum but his mum wasn't recovering. It had
gotten to the level he was asked to go find solutions diabolically.

50 | looked at my friend, | said Bro your mum is surely heading to her
death, you have tried all you can, your business is dying, stop
borrowing the money you don't have to keep her alive. It sounded
wicked. Mot many days later his mum died and he accused me of
killing his mum. &
° \X '
Plate 4.12: Facebook post 006

. &
Source® Q@

In the above excerpts ethnic identity is @d through the speaker’s name ‘Olumide
0

Ayinla’. As pointed out in the pream

>

condition retrogression in human 1% 1s disease, in this case, ‘cancer’. The speaker adopts

this section, one of the symbolic factors that

technical terminologies (registors) both to set a background and foreground the thematic
focus, underscorir{)@ r’ as a crucial case. These registers include, ‘drugs’,
‘chemotherapy’ ‘medicine’, which synonymous to drug. Negative performative acts of
retrogressié portrayed in the use of conjunction, ‘but’, and the negator, ‘not’, which is
cliti&@ith the auxiliary verb, ‘was’, while the performative, ‘recovering’ implicates, at the
initial time, a state of stagnation. This is contrasting to the goal of taking ‘drugs’, and
‘medicine’, which is to enhance progress in one’s condition of health. The speaker, in the
second utterance, categorically index retrogression, pointing to the possibility of ‘death’, as a
parallel consequence of ‘cancer’ disease. In other words, there is symbolically tagging or

association of ‘cancer’ to mortality or fatality, and consistent financial death, which is
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performatively indicated by ‘dying’. Retrogression is marked as tangible in both factors, ‘life’
and ‘business’ because both have propensity to grow and, in this case, retrogress, as the case

may be.

students most times are still experimenting their felings. so students should date students..

Oga maturity is not by age or body

There are some women in their early 40s and still behaves like a toddler, some in their late thirties and still behaving like a
todaler

Women have these behavior right from time.Most of them behaves like a baby

2 Likes

Plate 4.14: Nairaland post 007 . QQ’)&%

S

Plate 4.14 portrays ethnic identity and @&yed identity crossing by using the word
‘oga’, this speaker seems to understa%@ ideology of men. The speaker above also counters
ideological claim that age is a&q&d with growth. Hence, rather than progress, which is
overtly marked in a one-tg“ene “telationship with age, as explicated in the previous section,
the utterance impliés re %ssion, using symbolic contrast between ‘women’ and ‘toddler’
or ‘baby’, wi é\ﬁtter directly implying retardation, not in terms of age, which is already
accounteﬁor he excerpt with the ordinal, ‘40s’ and ‘thirties’, but in terms of the status,
mat® behaviour or responsibilities. Even while the regressor identity is generalised,
performative verb is used to categorise the condition being represented. The verb, ‘behaves’,
which is also repeated in the second summative utterance, foregrounds that the speaker is
referring to retrogression in terms of behaviour. It is obvious, using the third person point of

view, marked by the pronoun, ‘their’, which is basically non-inclusive, that the speaker is

male, and though he does not generalise, as implied in the indefinite pronoun, ‘some’, has a
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form of gender bias against the female gender, it is obvious that this is an opinion that forms
part of his identity, with respect to dealing with the female gender. There is also the marking
of age, using temporal ‘time’, and contrast established by way of similitude in the simile

‘like’.

Drew13:
defending is more hectic dunce @ and he even scored a goal Making him tally with your ewu

How many strikers have u seen playing or starting for teams at 3877 U only see that with defenders ... chielini, Bonucci,
pepe, Dani Alves , Thiago silva, all played or play for country at that @ge , but u can't mention strikers at same age that
play in the highest level at that @ge .. it simply tells u that ts difficult as a striker compared to a defender..

o

Plate 4.15: Nairaland post 008 Q

S
G
>

Ethnic identity is marked by ﬂwga ‘ewu; from Igbo tribe meaning goat. The question of

Source!

strength and agility is co@ﬁb to age. The speaker here uses analogical sequence, which
aligns with the the@ne post that is sport. Evidently, there is turn relevance established
by the perfo @-’act, ‘defending’, which is qualified using the adjective ‘hectic’. In the
same veingthisis to justify the need for strength. Registers like ‘strikers’, ‘teams’, ‘defenders’
are 1@0 justify the context, apart from the use of analogy, that is, mentioning players that
fit into the sport. In connection with the above, the speaker uses contrast, juxtaposing
between the measure of strength of strikers and defenders. However, the argument still
subsists that the performance of sportsmen dwindle — retrogresses as they grow older. This is

why ‘age’ has become the centre focus of the utterance, and the marker of the identity in the
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excerpt. The active performative verbs used are collocational, for instance, there is ‘playing’

and ‘starting’, while pun is used in ‘played’ and ‘play’.

e said today the country has onl 35 percent o employment out of over 200 millon youths lamenting that youths of
thelr productive B are coing nothing which s resulingtobanitry,kling and otner i nthe county.

Plate 4.16: Nairaland post 009 ‘%\QO
. ‘6'»

Source! &%\
The above excerpt spreads the regressor mentality @%ess major challenges in the
Nigerian sociological milieu. The speaker’s wo shat there is a growing population of
youths, who are expectedly qualified as@)&d ive’. The expression indexes the social
relativism that age, particularly with_teSpect to youth, means productivity. However, the
reality is that the social supp&gﬁtems to enhance such productivity has continued to
dwindle. The act of regre}s@)ﬁ\ marked by the performative verb ‘resulting’, which implies
consequences that @le equently mentioned, using parallelism. Sequential order is
portrayed in h@allel actions, ‘banditry’, ‘killing’ and ‘crises’; the latter two could be
considerebas yponyms of the former. In other words, banditry, is backgrounded as the
caus@etrogression in the ‘country’, which has subsequently led to ‘killing’, among other

obvious ‘crises’, that are the manifestations of the retrogressive act.

Olumide Ayinla 15 at Gotthard Raststatte. w X

chattdorf Switzerland - @
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A lady friend told me about her fiancé and | told her to forget the
relationship, She cried and cried that day. She went ahead to marry
him but they barely did 6years before the pack crumbled, &2

Plate 4.17: Facebook post 007

Source® .
>

The name ‘Olumide Ayinla’ in plate 4.17 represent ethnic identity. The a@el‘pt also
shows that retrogression in terms of relationship. The regressor identity is‘predictive, and it is
performed by the performative act of warning, which is indexed B‘)th c?rformative, ‘forget’.
The implication is that human relationships have over.t s@natic traits of prediction of
bliss or lament. The state of retrogression is perfo m@ demonstrated in the verb ‘cried’,
and subsequently ‘crumbled’. Age is aIS(.) r;@sented as a factor of retrogression, as
represented in the adverbial ‘barely 6 yea@s means that age, that is time, is the real test
of a good and lasting relationship, a@&rogressive one must survive the test of time. The
excerpt also project gender ideantity. The speaker’s intention is to signify that marital
relationships are a critic %ﬁ;ﬁ)n that requires careful consideration and consultation. The
latter (consultation)‘is represented with the verbal performative process, ‘told... about’, while
the former (¢ %ration) is implied in the advisory act, with repetition of the performative,
‘told’ z@lg given the advice, the speaker expects the referent to give careful consideration
to avoid'the predicted retrogressive acts of crying and crumbling in the eventual failure of the

relationship.
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» Praise Ajayi is with Adero A Ifeoluwa and Priceless Princess.
2d- Q3

Hi Desire!
You know how life can be Dramatic? Every chapter unfolding with its own drama!
Some days, Joy, a lot of Joy, a few days had it's fair share of not so unpleasant events!

But yes! Here you are!
With another year in view!

° \(b
Plate 18: Facebook post 008 Q?

Source’
Q"

¥  Oshim Phinidy David is with Ani Simon Teska and 35 others.
%/ February28at 10:19AM - @
Amist my unpleasant mood, let me sieze a little time to do the needful.

Happy birthday to my Angel in human nature, the Chair person of Oshir DC, Mrs Qjiugo Chioma
Oshim Phinidy.

May God grant you good health, long life, more money in your account in Jesus name. Amen....
See more

'\
Plate 4.19: Faceboo %@
rce!? ; 6\4

Sou
The @@entity is represented by the name ‘Oshim’ while religious identity is marked by

‘...in JESUS NAME. Amen’ speaker in the above excerpt marks retrogression as the second
side of the coin in life’s trajectory. There essence is to signify the vicissitude of life, such that
with the unfold of ‘time’, which is iconic of age, life presents good, which is represented with
the adjective, ‘joy’, and bad, which is indicated by the adjective ‘unpleasant’. In other words,
the speaker sees retrogression as a part of ‘life’, metaphorizing it in both adjectival and

nominal forms, ‘dramatic’ and ‘drama’ respectively. The performative act, ‘unfolding’ sees
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retrogression as an imperative; in other words, there is nothing one can do about it, or it just
happen spontaneously as a part of life. Symbolically, the utterance alludes to William
Shakespeare’s description of ‘life’. However, in the version of the speaker in plate 18, it is
not man that does the playing, rather it is life that plays the act, bring to man different
versions of realism, whether ‘joy’ and unpleasant conditions, which is the focus of this
subsection. The nominal group, ‘a lot of joy’ is used to consciously create an imbalance
between the good and bad, but this conversational maxim of quantity sigr%;\fhat the
speaker is merely consoling themselves in the face of ‘unpleasant eve .. ‘S%@consolatory
performative act, in spite of a retrogressing situation is marked ir.l g&l}%, where the speaker

has chosen to celebrate the birthday, in and ‘unpleasant mood’,&%\

S
$

ﬁ Imagination Saheed Adewunmi s

February 20 at 7:13 AM - D
O
No matter how difficult things may be at the moment, the Lord will open a new and better door
for you that no one can shut. Aameen

Anyone beating the drum of shame for you this end of the year shall dance to itin the... See
more

Plate 4.20: Facebook post 010
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Source!!

The speaker in plate (20) represents religious identity to divinity, making reference to ‘the
Lord’ and ‘Aameen’. To the speaker, the adjectival ‘difficult things,” and the epistemic
modality of possibility are used performatively to describe the action of retrogression. The
use of modality also shows vicissitude; in other words, it gives the condition of occurring or
not occurring. As explained earlier, retrogression is represented as the seco‘h&' e of
progression or advancement. Putting it more directly, the speaker looks todivinity as the
settler, and human beings, represented by the indefinite pronoun, ‘anyong™;“ean be the cause
of retrogressive tendency. This is conveyed by the metaphor ‘be{% the drum of shame’.
This implies one making others sad for the sake of pleasing é;@%f One has the capacity of

making others happy or sad. On the other hand, ﬂl@@hat one can condition oneself for

progressive action is represented in another m%p , in the earlier paragraph, using the
s

performative act of ‘opening’, in this casv‘, ncﬁ

‘new’. The utterance fundamentally s@ts one of the familiar features of humans, which is

‘doors’, but ‘with a modifier - adjective,

religion. This is bidirectionally%ted to age, especially in Facebook discourses. Birthday

celebrations are opportunistie, €vents to speak to the intervention of God in retrogressive

circumstances. ( Q)

4.2.1.4 Tha%@ser Identity

For @any people, the thing about age and growing up is to arrive at some measure of
stability. In other words, stability is a sequence after making a form of progress. For some
Facebook and Nairaland interactants, stability implies or is conditioned by factors like
comfort that, is a position of being able to afford certain necessities of life, or convenience,
that is, a condition where one does not need to worry about anything. These are epistemically

or relatively represented through performative acts in various chats and comments.
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GloriousGhola:

Too many of these late stage liberals are ironically binary minded. Our way or nothing. They refuse to

come to terms with the fact that so many things are a spectrum. Very few liberals my age can make

any sense out of they/them non binary / genderfluid and the alpabteth mafia capturing more letters
than a sesame street episode,

5o
Plate 4.20: Nairaland 010 ‘%\%

Source!? X \. K

5N

Plate 4.20 portrays ethnic identity through the use of @%}name ‘Gbola’. The excerpt
above presents stability in the form of a negative i@al stance. This is represented in the
adverb ‘ironically’, categorically portrays he\l\\‘&{se of the ‘liberal’ identity. For instance,
the liberalist identity is progressive anc&gy minded. In other words, anything opposed to
this is conservative and a measure @bility. These are portrayed by epistemic adverbs and
adjectives for instance, in t eé}ger part of the statement, the speaker says that stability
happens after some ti @elopment, using the adjective ‘late’ and the nominal: ‘stage’,
while subsequenﬂ%i‘é‘i same sentence, there is the use of the adjective ‘minded’. The
excerpt a@%at there is polarity between in-group identities. This is presented in
refe@ronouns, and epistemic adjectives. For instance, the inclusive pronoun: ‘our’ is
referential to one section of the liberal in-group, while the exclusive pronouns, ‘they’, ‘them’
are referential to the other section of the in-group with a different identity. On the other hand,
the bidirectional adjectives: ‘binary and non-binary’ reinforce the two shades of identity, the
progressor and stabiliser identities. Infinitival verbs, ‘to come’, ‘to make’ and performative

verb, ‘refuse’ and modal verbs, can’ and ‘are’, are also used to reinforce the shift in identity
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from the progressor to the stabiliser. Indefinite pronouns, with modulation and intensity, ‘so

many’, ‘too many’ and ‘very few’ are used to mark out the participants — actors.

mancoconut:

L3g0s e obless and unproducive, it ot the same n Anambra, very youth of productive age

ac10ss gooland especilly Anambrais already planning a business dea or opening Up a Shop rather
than Walt 0n & Useless government on obs that they might never get after graduation. [ was n Aguler

Plate 4.21: Nairaland post 011 .
Source! ®

Ethnic identity is represented in the abon)ij t with the use of words like ‘Igboland’ and
‘Anambra’. The excerpt above deﬁn@pes of stability. For instance, there are two factors
that determine human stability, Which are career engagement, which is represented as job
search, and vocation, whi nominalised as ‘business.” The speaker uses collocation and
indirectness to esta@@e background for ‘youth’ stability. ‘Jobless’ and ‘unproductive’ are
used as col @g terms. In implication, they are sequential and consequential terms.
Jobles e%is synonymous, and sequential to unproductivity, while being unproductive can
be tﬁto be consequential of joblessness. Relevance is established between ‘youth’ and
productivity, while reference is used in ‘youth’ and ‘age’, marking the underlying condition
for the representation of identity. Performative verbs: ‘planning’ and ‘opening’, which are
represented in the progressive tense, are used to indicate the factors or condition for stability.
This is parallel, in a negative sense, to ‘wait’, and it is disjointed in terms of its tense form to

create a variance between stability, defined by the ability to secure a job or engage in a
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comfortable business, on the one hand, and instability, marked by the job search or inability
to get one, especially after ‘graduation’. Getting a job and starting a business are connected,

performatively, to the same epistemic goal, which is to attain economic and social stability.

Ikechukwu Valentine is & feeling grateful with Opemipo
Olupitan Motunrayo and 27 others at 5t Joseph catholic
chaplaincy imo state university owerri (imsu).

February 12 - Owerri - QY

There is always something new to learn and feel each Sunday.
Lead from the heart, not the head.” "Always find opportunities to
make someone smile, and to offer random acts of kindness in
everyday life.”

BEiS. W ITE.
Plate 4.22: Facebook post 011 Q

Source!? C‘@
Q>

Ethnic identity and religious i ent@% represented in the above excerpts using the name
‘Kelechukwu’ and ‘Sunday’&esp\ectively. Emotional stability is also represented, in plate 22,
in different structur @Qindispensable condition for human beings. Emotional acts are
referenced and i?%xed, using performative acts, ‘learn’, ‘feel’, ‘lead’, and the nominal,
‘heart’. The prepositional phrase, set up by ‘from’ sets up the logical actor, ‘heart’. The heart
regevery performative act connected to learning, feeling and leading. The negation:
‘not’ in the compound prepositional phrase is used for distancing, the issues of the ‘heart’
from the ‘head’. The speaker uses perlocutionary acts to demonstrate the situations
represented in the opening sentence. These are portrayed using collocating infinitival
performative acts ‘to make’ and ‘to offer’. Stability in the expression is conditioned by the

factor of time, which is a feature of ‘age’. The inference is that stability is conditioned by
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smiling and showing ‘kindness.” and both are conditioned by ‘opportunity’. These are factors
that determine one’s emotional stability in ‘everyday life’. The speaker uses modular adverbs:
‘always’, and ‘random’, to indicate frequency. These are used to show that the feeling —
identity of stability is not constant, reinforcing also that they are conditions acts. Acts of
emotion are connected to individuals, using the indefinite pronoun, that is, ‘someone’ and the
metonymy, ‘life’, which is at the centre of human existence. The inference here is_that the

feeling of stability is life-related and conditioned. It is the will to maintain %»\tlat gets

‘someone’ to act in any way or maintain any form of identity or ideolog;%\qo

N
&
AR

Mec Mallam Danlami Cfrn

- Wiarch 15 at 4:05 PM - &3

Praying & Asking God Consistently To
Get Me To That POSITION In Life
Where I'd Be Able To Afford
ANYTHING & EVERYTHING | Want
Without Having To BOTHER ANYONE
Except The CUSTODIAN Of That Thing!

AT

< QO 4 e

Plate 4.23: Facebook post 012
Source'*

From the excerpt the name ‘Mc Mallam Danlami’ reveals the factor of ethnicity and gender,

revealing that the speaker is from the northern part of Nigeria and also belongs to the male
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gender. The above banner post from Facebook adopts foregrounding as a strategy to signify
stability as a process. In other words, it does not occur momentarily, but it is motivated by
certain factors, including divinity, which is referred as indispensable. The speaker uses
performative acts, in the progressive tense, ‘praying and asking’, to demonstrate importunacy.
These are collocating actions in relation to, not only the context of religiosity, but also the
condition for attaining to the ‘position’, which is nominalised as the point of. so‘%lll and
economic stability. Consequently, stability is metaphorised as a ‘position’ and ﬁé@\éd using
alliteration and assonance. ‘Able and afford’ alliterate, while an .\S@ everything
assonate. Non-particular or indefinite pronouns, anything’, .e‘v\‘ h.'\ng’ and ‘anyone’.
Capitalisation is used to define the scope of stability; the infer@\s that stability is equated

with comfort, and this is explained as a state of having ﬁ(\&%ﬁrain‘t or want, and signified by

‘anything’, and having what one needs at one’s be@all, as implied in ‘everything’. The

behavioural and cognitive performative th\%%)entailed in the ‘having’ and ‘wanting’

respectively. 5

.

Mec Mallam Danlami Cfrn -
March 15 at 1:56 P - QN

<
r

Plate 4.23: Facebook post 013
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Source!

The ethnic identity is marked by the name ‘Mc Mallam Danlami’. The above excerpt is
explicit of both psychological and emotional stability, being that it concerns issues of
relationships. The speaker, obviously the same as the previous, uses capital letters to
foreground the performative indicators of physical and emotional stability. It is noteworthy
that what defines stability in the subject matter is balance of two alternatives, described,using
the adjective ‘easy’ and committal, ‘shame’ and ‘pride’. The speaker uses proxirnhal locations,
established by the indicative pronoun, ‘there’, and the existential performative, acts in
sequential structures. The performative acts of stability in the exéerpt include ‘willing’ and
the existence, ‘are still’, indicating certainty. There is indexation 0t ‘shame’ to instability and

‘pride’ to ‘stability’ in relation to emotional and psychqlegical balance — stability.

4.2.2 Research Question Two: What is the nexus between the constructed identities and
the forms of language used in relation toxthe context of discourse engagement in the two

online communities?

This research question exarhined the nexus between the constructed identities and the
forms of language uSed In Telation to the context of discourse engagement in the two

online communities.

Languages used to construct identity through the use of names, choice of words, subject of
their diScussions, synonyms, Nigerian pidgin, codes, collocational acts, alliteration,
assonance, simile, metaphor and repetition. There is also the use of capitalization to

foreground markers of identity.

Religion, Ethnicity and Nationality related IRS in FB and NL Post
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Issues of ethnicity, religion and nationality have raised so many controversies and
multiplicity of identity representations. These identities include opportunists, using religion
or ethnic affiliation to arrive at some form of gains, chauvinist, optimist, pessimist, divisive
and nationalist. In other words, issues related to these identities are underpinned or reinforced
by the contexts of religiosity or ethnicity, at the lower ebb, which is more populated in the

data, and nationality in the broader sense, though not the popular representation in the data.

&

4.2.2.1 The Opportunist/Entitlement Identity . QO

Religion, ethnicity, and nationality often bequeath some levels of privileges, which may
transcend to expressions or manifestations of opportunism % Both ethnicity and
nationality are tantamount to indigeneity, while religion, @ly relies on affiliation. These
factors symbolically account for why people lay@%o possession, heritage, and other
entitlements. In the same vein, these factors yﬁccount for denial of privileges to people
who do not share the same ethnic, reli i@)and nationalist identity or ideology. There are
many instances, symbolically portr@»or represented in the data, most of which arise from
social and political contexts of sittiation.
N "
@jobsNacancies / Re: Npower Batch C 2020 How To Apply. by Newton2024: 5:33am
Whenever they want to steal poor peaple's money, religion and ethnicity will not matter. But when looking for our votes,

they blindfold voters using religion and ethnicity.

Nigerians be wise!

Plate 4.24: Nairaland post 012
Source'’
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In the above plate, ‘ethnicity’ and ‘religion’ is used as the basis for laying claim to political
mandate. This is denotatively represented and referenced in the excerpt. In this case, both
factors are equated performatively as determinants of the identity of opportunist indexed to
political agents, and other negligible identities, with respect to common interest. Thee
performative acts informing the identity are ‘looking for’, “using’, which are collocating in
terms of tense, and ‘blindfold’, which is used, symbolically, as a closure, that is a condltlon
of one-sided perspective or identity. In other words, it implies that election — @}and the
political structure entails the practice of religious and ethnic affiliatio \%@hmclty and
religion are used as the selling point of campaigns, because people are highly ethnic or
religious, and these inform their choice or decision to support ;{@ﬁdldates who have made

reference to them for their opportunistic gains. 4

S

(% Politics/ Re: The Consequence Of Dogara's Endorsement Of Atiku Among NE Christians by Reference(m): 1:46pm On
Dec 07

Burruchaga71:

It beats my imagination how some people still believe that a minority fulani can succeed another fulani and expect peace..
Dogara or no Dogara minority fulani can NEVER ever smell Asorock again till further notice or everyone goes their separate
ways.. We the great |gbos can never be in a country where a tribes that doesn't have what it takes to move the nation
forward only to drag us backwards.

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!!

Well, for the first time in the political history of Nigeria we will be experimenting to see if the blood of religion is thicker than

O~

Plate 4.25: Nairaland post 013
Source!®

The above plate is focused on the entitlement identity; in this case, it reviews claim to power.
There are two ethnic groups referenced in the plate, ‘Fulani’, and ‘Igbo’. One is considered as
a ‘minority’, while the other, ‘Igbo’ is, inferentially, represented as ‘majority’, using
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conceptual antonym. This is broadly refenced to the fact that there are three ethnic groups
that lay claim to the entitlement, ‘majority’ in Nigeria, Yoruba, Hausa and Igbo. Entitlement
is performatively portrayed, using adverbial negation and the epistemic modality of certainty.
Saying that the group ‘can never ever again’, among other things, means opportunism. It
implies that the group has been opportune to get power, despite not being entitled to it. The
same modality is used subsequently in the last sentence to refer to the larger pict.ure and the
disintegration in terms of ethnic sentiments that is the Igbos, being deprived a%ﬂa Fulani
being rejected by the other ethnic group on the basis of entitleme . Q@eaker uses

antithetical reference to the negations established in the utteranﬁxhese are ‘forward,

backward’, does and ‘doesn’t’. &%’\
NS

ﬂ Mc Mallam Danlami Cfrm
& 6d-Q

CHEERS TO A BLOODY ELECTION...

Yesterday after the GUBERNATORIAL and HOUSE of ASSEMBLY
ELECTIONS of ethnicity and religiosity violence, | was going through
my phone and for updates from every legit source | know and what |
was able to gather from these platform was nothing short of
traumatizing.

>
Plate 4.26:"%book post 014
Q
Sourc@

The above Facebook post puts at parity the factors of ethnicity and religiosity, especially a
opportunistic factors of the Nigerian states. These are reinforced using capitalisation, drawing
attention to the context of politics. In other words, ethnic and religious actions are linked
when it comes to Nigerian or state politics. There is presupposition in the fact that ‘violence’
is a result of political entitlement. On the other hand, it goes to show that violence, which
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dominantly features in Nigerian Politics is caused by ethnic and religious affiliations.
Temporal is used to indicate performative relevance, in this case of the ‘election’, which is
used as the performative act. Subsequently, the speaker uses performative inference to show
the prevalence of ethnic and religious entitlement. The performative act, gathering
information, in the last sentence, indicates that social media interaction is used to project or

solidify ethnic and religious sentiments that are basis for expressing entitlement or

opportunism. Q‘)i\

>
o

Lim (=]

‘ﬂ' James Aparshe

That can only happen when we refused to allowed a certain region or religion in 2
centre of leadership in the country.

The other region or religion need to be allow to taste the leadership because they're
also citizens of such nation.

Happy Sunday Hon.

Like 1d 0'

M

%'»
Plate 4.27: Faceboo@;@
Source!’ ‘:\ Q

xcerpt uses synonym ‘region’, to refer to ethnicity, in contrast to religion. The
fact is that both are indexed to ‘country’. This is used to foreground that both regional —
ethnic and religious affiliation. The second utterance shows the exploitation of ethnicity and
religion for entitlement. The performative act of entitlement is represented in a metaphor,
referring to ‘leadership’ with the gustatory imagery of ‘taste’. In the same vein, leadership
comes with opportunism; while one region or religion has opportunistic claim to power, the

other is deprived. There is conceptual proximity established to show polarity of ethnic
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affiliation, using infinite modifier ‘other’, and nominal ‘citizens.” The latter is used

performatively to establish affiliations.
4.2.2.2 Ethnic and Religious Chauvinism

The chauvinist’s identity, which is connected to a feeling of supremacy, is often attached to

ethnicity and religion. This is the feeling of being superior to others. Many conflicts are

caused by a feeling that one’s religions or ethnic group is better or superior to the;ﬂﬂ& This

also amounts to suppression of people’s identity because religion and et 10@6 nationality

shape identity. In other instances, religious or ethnic chauvinism n&%from privileges
%

that are granted to some ethnic or religious groups over others. %)\\‘
A &

Jurassic 5 @ - Follow
February 11 Q

"Racism don't exist
what does exist is
discrimination, bigotry
violence & prejudice”

You need more than one race for racism to

exist one race thinking they are superior to another

race is a myth because there is only one race that exist

“The Human Race” there would need to be an opposing "Human Race” for it to be so & it's not
therefore racism don't exist only

\D

Plate ﬁ@acebook post 016

Source!

Chauvinism is always motivated by polarity of ethnic and religious affiliation. In plate 28,
ethnicity is represented using synonym that is, the nominal, ‘racism’. This exists in polarity
because it performatively marks acts of profiling and weighing ethnic affiliations. The

concept of racism also performatively, shows supremacy of one race or ethnic group to the
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other. This is portrayed using nominals such as ‘discrimination,” ‘bigotry,” and ‘prejudice’.
There is unusual parallelism in the inclusion of ‘violence’ to the list, which is rather the
consequence or effect of ethnic chauvinism and suppression. The speaker makes use of irony,
using negative performative acts like ‘not’ ‘opposing’ and ‘don’t’. it is ironic to say that
ethnic and religious chauvinism or segregation does not exist, when at the initial utterance,
they have identified consequential acts resulting from racial — ethnic segregation. Qhauvinism

is marked explicitly by the adjective ‘superior’, and the existential act is used to @}that the

speaker is referring to a phenomenon that exists in socio-cultural setting%\qo

Dr. Cynthia A, Bond Hopson - Follow
March 24 at 630 PM - Q

We cannat ignore or unknow that the world is made up of systems, of haves, have nots, the
powerless and the powerful, and whether you read about it in fourth grade or when you're 81, we
cannot afford ignorance,

Check out my new blog: httpy//bitly/3nhVMim

#lgnorance #aIversity #culture #ethnicity #community #American #newblog
VY

Plate 4.29: Fée@h post 017

Sour Q

The polarity that shapes the identity of chauvinist is further expressed in the above excerpt.
The speaker, first, justifies sectional identity by the nominal ‘systems.’” In other words,
systems presuppose everything related to class, ethnicity or certain privileges, which are
performatively exemplified in the excerpt using antithetical balance. For every positive term,

the speaker introduces a corresponding negative term, for instance, ‘haves’ and ‘have nots,’
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‘powerless’ and ‘powerful’. The positive terms indicate some form of ‘superiority’, relating
to the economic and political context. These tend to be the dominant factors that condition
ethnic chauvinism. The speaker implicitly performs the acts of differentiation, indicating

conspicuously that there is gross imbalance in the ‘system.’

a Okolo Solomon is @_.feeling thoughtful. e N

Ih- @

Do you think Religion is what i1s teaning us apart in nigernia . If you say
yes then why not we split by religion. Am sure you dont want that
right.

Yes 1 also dont want it either. Why do | say so

We need each other for growth. Imagine you want suya &3 sebi you
will be finding a Christian brother that will sell that for you abi. Let’s
forget about that.

What about you want to buy electronics, sebi you will be finding a
Muslim abi.

Plate 4.30: Facebook post 018 (.:)\‘\ﬁ
Source!? %
P

The plate above excerpt is %tgsred on the polarity of religion, and the fact that there is an
epistemic — a clear i @%en religion and separation, which is performatively represented
as ‘tearing’. Thi&f\gl physical act which is collocated with ‘split’, which is a performative of
separation oOrchestrated by religious pluralism. The two dominant religious identities,
‘Ch’ and ‘Muslim’ are indexed in the utterance. Religious chauvinism is presented
using the nominal ‘brother’, which is used to express religious association or affiliation. In
other words, one that does not share the same religion, would not be identified as ‘brother’,
hence the possibility of being relegated or segregated. The fact that religion is chauvinistic
and a cause for separation is reflected in the least utterance, using the adjective ‘differences.’

The speaker also uses indirectness to signify the possibility of religious chauvinism, in this
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case making reference the need for mutual association, using performative acts that are
connected to indispensable human transactions. The inference is to show that religious

chauvinism is transactional and can be averted.

| believe the issue of ethnicity in 2023 far supercede that of Religion.

After a Northern Muslim Fulani man has ruled Nigeria for 8 years,Uncle Dele Momodu believes it's fair for another Northern
Muslim Fulani man to take the baton.
That's why I'm totally in support of Asiwaju/Shettima Tickets.

Al sea s the ethnicity and not the religion, Yoruba/Kanuri is what | will vote for we must stop these endless circle of

Fulanis Installing themselves in Aso Rock since 1999 at the detriment of all other Ethnic tribes in the country.
There are over 200 tribes in Nigeria,why should we only work with 3-4 ethnic groups.
God bless Nigeria...

Plenty rubbish

(2 Politics / Re: Chatham House: APC ‘Window-Dressing' Tinubu - Dele Momodu by Ogbuefi2020: 5:21pm On Dec 06

N
Plate 4.31: Nairaland post 014 :' ,@

Source?®
Q)‘b‘

The speaker in plate 31 overtlwesses themselves as an ethnic chauvinist. The speaker is
chauvinistic about ethni i ;, the speaker dissociates ethnicity from religion, prioritising
religion. The per{{gﬂve act ‘supersede’ to stipulate supremacy of ethnic affiliation. The
performativ%gwws that the speaker’s action is reactionary. It is a reaction to the same
ethni inistic act by another ethnic group ‘Fulani’ who is at close rival or contention for
power. The speaker uses ordinals to either enumerate ethnic groups, the ones that are treated
as inferior, and those that are ‘superior’, that is ‘supersede’, or as temporal, which are
indicative of time. The speaker creates an imbalance in the enumerated ethnic groups, the
contrast is that among ‘over 200 ethnic groups, 3-4 are marked with chauvinist’s identity.

This disparity is created using adjectives like ‘endless’ and ‘detriment’. Ethnicity is

represented in the synonym, tribe. The speaker, in spite of dissociating ethnicity, pairs it with
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religion, which is another form of ethno-religious profiling, which is also chauvinistic. The
speaker identifies subgroup identity to performatively polarise every ethnic or religious group,
from the superior to the inferior. For instance, the speaker mentions ‘Northern Muslim
Fulani’, which means that there is Northern Christian Fulani, among other groups which are
presupposed. This also gives the inference that even within groups, there are chauvinistic

&P

tendencies.

Re: The Culture Lounge by RUBYPLUSAFRICA: 03pm OnAug01, 2018

RUBYPLUS AFRICA
ARE YOU PROUDLY AFRICAN, DO YOU REPRESENT YOUR CULTURE ANDWILLING TO SHOWCASE TT0 THE WORLD 7 THEN
EXPLORE TrIS WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY RUBYRLUS AFRICA OFFERS YOU..

WWWRUBYPLUSAFRICA.COM

S s 9 I —

b‘
Plate 4.32: Nairaland post 0

Source?! Q’Q
O

Ethnic and-@ chauvinism is not limited, in description, to a negative implication as

'}

disc the previous sections. There are positive sides to chauvinism as symbolised
rhetorically in plate 32. In this case, the speaker uses the performative acts in form of
rhetorical questions, evidently not requiring verbal response, but performative action. The
interrogative sentence is a closed yes/no question, which points to bidirectional act, that is, it
is either one loves one’s culture or one does not. The use of synonyms to show ethnicity or
nationality is evident. ‘African’ and ‘culture’ are both synonymous, in this sense, to

demonstrate ethnic affiliation. However, both culture and ethnicity are the demonstration of
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‘Africanness’, that is, African Heritage. Performative expressive acts are used in the excerpt
to show elicit commitment to ethnicity. These verbs include, ‘represent’, ‘willing and
‘explore’. These verbs require some form of commitment descriptive of the identity of a
chauvinist. This goes on to explicate that love for one’s culture — ethnic affiliation, which is

chauvinistic, requires one’s commitment or expressive effort.
4.2.2.3 The Optimist Identity (b

Optimism is not a rare representation in a religiously or an ethnically po Vlronment
The optimist identity implies saying good things about ethnic, an rehglous groups
irrespective of their status. Just as no one agrees that their rel % culture is inferior to
another, one is often expected to justify it by giving it cq%%énts On the other hand, one is

not supposed to castigate other ethnic groups or r@ in other words, one is expected to

see the good or positive side of every culture, Q&% group or religion.

 poltcs/ e Why Are ljaw People Being Margina[ised And Maltreated In Ondo State? by sageb: 7:42om

Abjinvest:
Among the original awners of the present day Ondo State ar2 the fjws. Arguably the 4th largast ethinic group in Nigeria.

Among the 18 local govis in Ondo State, the ljaws own Ese-Odo LGA. In recent times without paying mind to diversiy, the yorubaled govt
had adopted  yoruba anthem for the state, thereby cutting off the indigenous jaws who bring more to the state astheir local govt is one
outof the only two oil producing areas in the state

Plate 33: Nairaland post 016

Source??

The speaker in plate 32 is optimistic about the ‘[jaws’, making reference, performatively, to

history, relevance and size, which are essential in validating the importance of any ethnic
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group or culture. First, the significance of any ethnic group is traced to its historical
background. This is marked by temporal nominals — ‘present day’, ‘recent times,” while there
is existential performative act in ‘are’ the quality adjective, original, is used to signify
supremacy, comparatively showing that the tribe has been in existence for long. Saying that
they are the ‘owners’ represents them as the dominant ethnic group in the state. In terms of
size, they are portrayed to be dominant. The inference in saying that they are the ‘fltlégrgest’
is that the ethnic group is compared with the three major ethnic groups in Nigq'ﬁ;\iforuba,
Igbo and Hausa. 3this speaks highly of the Ijaw people. The adverb . r. % is used to
establish the basis for comparing the ethnic group with the m 1 enes. In the second
utterance, the speaker moves from the macro level of comparig&@the micro level, which is
within the states. The speaker enumerates the local g@ment areas in ‘Ondo state’ to
signify the Bicultural nature of the state, that is, i%'%b up of both Yorubas and [jaws. In
the framework of the utterance, every ethni ’g@p is diverse, but essential in their own rights.
At the latter part of the expression, thezspeaker raises another significant quality about the
ethnic group, which is the econ@oﬂance of the [jaw people, this time connecting back

to the initial line of comparison_at the macro level. Being an oil producing ethnic group, the

'\
optimism is that thecrﬁ&%entially important in the landscape of Nigeria.
X

IGALATHE PLIGHT OF IGALA PEQPLE IN ANAMBRA STATE BY VICTOR O EKELE,

lgalais an ethnic group In Nigeria with aver ten million population as of now. The home of the Igala peaple is situated east of the river
Niger and Benue confluence and astride the Niger.

The Igala people shares boundaries with the Igbo's(ibo) people at the south, Idoma at the east, Benis people at the west and Ebira peaple at
the north.

The Igala people are found in Kogi state with 55 percent of kogi state population and also found in Anambra state, Enugu state, Edo state
and Delta state.
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Plate 4.34: Nairaland post 017

Source®

The above plate expresses optimism about the relevance or significance of ‘Igala’ ethnic
group, despite being addressed as a minority group. The significance of a language can be

measured by the ‘population’ of indigenes and the spread, areas where members can be

traced or found. Ethnicity is denotatively stated in the opening sentence, while r ce is
used to situate the ethnic group within the macrostructure, which is N % d then the
microstructures, ‘Niger’ and ‘Benue’. Relevance of the ethnic group is uxtaposed with

other microstructures, from different regions of the country. B@patwe references are
made to areas in the ‘south’, ‘east’ and ‘north’ to represent&@ve popularity, while cardinal
enumerator ‘55’ is used for the purpose of generali , in other words, it is used to
enumerate the dominance of the ethnic group in t &e Existential and behavioural acts are
used by the speaker to state the fact that @nlc group is still relevance. For instance, the
behaviour act, ‘are found’, is repea@hile the existential act, ‘shares’ is used for the
purpose of equating the tribe with,other dominant ones. Nominal reference is made, mostly to
‘people’, to signify, perfi %V'ély, that what makes an ethnic group is the people. Without
people, there woul@ge ethnicity or religion cannot exist because both concepts are

practiced b (@'

A\

Theseun Odutayo i1s with Baba Oluwadarasimi and 46 others. _
1d t‘,

| am a Christian,We do this every year without any noise, we are south westernal, most Religious
tolerant region, you would have seen my post on ileya celebration where | would ask my Muslim
friends for location, even tho | rarely go out on that day, and If | would, | can't be in more than
ane location, but when | am back at home, | always get enough meat awaiting me at home.

| have zero tolerance for religious bigots, | see them as beast and should not be tolerated at all, ...
See more
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Plate 4.35: Facebook post 019

Source?*

The moment people are quick to identify themselves with a religion or ethnic group, they are
sure to say some elevating things about it. This template is followed in the opening sentence
of the above excerpt. The speaker first identifies themselves with a circular ‘religion’,
referring to Christianity. Following that, there is the use of descriptive performati\ii@ctive,
tolerant’ to imply the absence of violence or conflict that is descriptive-of%%@t religious
fanatics. The inference is that the speaker is dissociating their religion frem such vices. The
comparative — intensifier adjective ‘most’ to optimally signify'd&%e between the two
religious affiliations mentioned. The speaker domifla&@ses epistemic modality of
possibility and obligation performatively. The rea%f@ds is to elevate the religion above
the other. These modal performatives are also u%to make recommendations of the acts that

mark positive representation of religion, @ also descriptive of the act of tolerance.

D

ﬁ.& Gani Gab Abisoye Bamgbose
5 February 26 - Q@

Someone asked me today during a casual interaction, "what do they even use that Oro for?", and
| told her it's exactly what you use vigil for and my religion uses Tahajjud for. Don't spoil theirs to
polish yours. African tradition religion is not evil.

Mark you, | am a Muslim. But it's okay to remove my name from your own register of Muslims if
this post hurts you.

https://blackboxnigeria.com/the-african-religion-is-not.../... See more

s

Plate 4.36: Facebook 020

Source®

In the above excerpt, the speaker uses the act of equating to give a positively compliment or

an optimistic remark about the traditional religion, comparing it to their religion. The
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implication is that one is first an African, and therefore, belongs to a traditional religion,
before contemporary. This also means, implicitly, that the other religions, Christianity and
Islam are foreign religions, while the symbolic performative act of traditional religion should
be equated with that of other religions. These performatives are conveyed in referential
nominal, that is, ‘Oro’, ‘vigil’ and ‘Tahajjud’. These are indexed to the three major religions,
Christianity, ‘Islam’ and ‘African tradition religion’. The spear explicitly conveys the reason
for religious optimism in the expression. This is mutual coexistence that is, no%@hﬂning
one’s religion of ethnicity for the sake of elevating one’s own. I t. , religious

optimism means more that tolerance; it means accepting what is practi ed\in other religions.
4.2.2.4 The Pessimist Identity Q’)&%

The pessimist identity is demonstrated by acts otég@nt, hatred, rejection and ignorant
condemnation of the ethnicity and religion pf)ﬁand others. There are people who have a
monolithic mindset and because of isQa;é\ so chauvinistic of their religion or ethnic
affiliation that they reject the exist%%and importance of others. Thus, they performatively
reflect acts or give inferencesM fact that they are intolerant of other people’s religious
and cultural heritage. @e 2re foregrounded representations of ethnic and religious

pessimists in F acg& nd Nairaland posts, some of which are discussed below.

S0

(4 Politics / Re: Petition Against Bola Tinubu By Bolaji Akinyemi by snowwhyte607: 1:40pm

gasparpisciotta:
Figment of IPOB's imagination

Prof Bolaj Akinyemiis a refined gentleman and a diplomat per excellence
S0 because he's arefined gentleman, he shouldn't say the truth anymare?

Some of you are just so patheti, seeing everything through €ENIC jingoism! SMH
1Like
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Plate 4.37: Nairaland post 018

Source?®

The above excerpt uses a synonymous term, performatively to portray ethnic pessimism. This
is the word ‘jingoism’, learning on aggressive tendencies for one in defense of one’s ethnic
affiliation or religion as against the vagrant rejection of others. The jingoist is completely
pessimistic about other people’s faith or belief or association. In other words, any ¢ ity or
region that is not theirs is dispensable, including those affiliated with the@%‘oups. The
speaker represents, performatively, the actions related to ‘jingoism’ us oth verbal and
cognitive performative process — acts, using the verbs ‘say’ aﬁd@%’%’ respectively. The
inference is that religious or ethnic perversion or j ingoisn@mts perpetrators from seeing
things from others’ perspective, or even saying t @Yabout others’ belief’. ‘Truth’ is
referenced, performatively, as the basis for weighing €thnic jingoism. For instance, one who
is jingoism consciously obfuscate the trutlei@\e’s ethnic group or religion and others, using

falsehood and alternative ‘truth’. (b‘%'

A

( olitics/ Re: Apostle Chika Onuzo Issues Decree, Cancels Tinubu's Presidency. Video. by plaindealer: 5:47am

In lfe, we attribute everything to God, we say God is omnipotent, we say God is everywhere and whatever happens, Is the will of God and what

God prascribed, but hecause of our own personal, reigious, tribal, and @hiic hypocrisy, all of 2 sudden, what we don't ke is not the work of

God, we say God had nothing to with it, we arrogate God's and power to ourselves, we push God to the side and replace Omnipotent God with
our own god and interpret God's will as rubbish and not the work of God just because we are sour losers.

This is how the Church, pastors, and Christians rubbish God and God's willin Nigeria, they fabricate and peddle lies and fake prophecies, and
they mislead their flacks with lies, religious bigatry, intolerance, and division.

Christianity in Nigeria today looks more ike a dangerous cult where supposedly holy men radicalized and indoctrinate church members to
further their evil and divisive ways

5 Likes

Excerpt 4.38: Nairaland post 019
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Source?’

The above excerpt represents the pessimistic identity using ‘hypocrisy’. This is a strong form
of personal pessimism, in this case, with conscious knowledge of what is supposedly right.
The speaker wraps all fundamental basis of polarisation ‘religious’, ‘tribal’ and ‘ethnic’ into
one description for the purpose of legimisation of the act of pessimism, although the
speaker’s focus is on religious pessimism. This is represented, using the negative t scult’.
This is to performatively give it a negative — pessimistic picture that wouldqg.;S aggrieve
the affiliate or discourage others. Hence, the speaker uses stron‘g%}ormatives like
‘radicalised’, and ‘indoctrinate’ as negative markers in corresporrd’é@(;\the adjectives ‘evil’

and ‘divisive’, which are the parameters for pessimism abouté&‘aigion being referenced.

S

~

() poltcs / Re: Gov. Ademola Adeleke Speaks Igbo To Spread The Message Of Diversity (pics/video) by juman(m}: 6:37pm

Nice,

Ifyour father or mother is yoruba, you are automatically yoruba f you are truly with yoruba peaple.

But ifyou are abusing any €ERIIC group and you are halfof that @ENIIC group, surely you are not one of them,

1Like
U 4

Plate 4.39:}%@&1 post 020

Sour, Q

The above excerpt shows conditions for ethnic partisanship or membership. First is the issue
of belongingness, which is represented with the performative of birth. In other words, the
speaker presupposes that by virtual of being born to an ethnic group, that person
‘automatically’ can claim the heritage. The use of the non-particular signifier ‘or’, showing

alternative shows that mixed parentage does not amount to non-ethnicity, but dua-ethnicity of
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the child. The reason for stating this can be seen in the statement implicitly. The implication
is that people are discriminated against on the basis of mixed origin. Ethnic pessimism is
evident in the performative ‘abusing’, and the existential performative ‘are’ and the negative
‘are not’ are used to signify ethnic affiliation, which is another basis for not only profiling but
also ethnic subversion by way of abusive or pessimistic comments. The speaker uses
condition — modality of certainty, headed by ‘if” and the adverb ‘truly’ at the initiell statement

to indicate the fact that nobody should be compelled, either by way of heritagq“g&oercive

pessimism, to affiliate with any ethnic majority or minority group. ,%\QO
AL

The word "Racism” is s0 misrepresented ,misunderstood,misused
& mistakenly identified.

Remove the word Race and Racism will cease to exist and what will remain will be what has
always existed

as a flaw amongst humans is acts of

Discrimination

Prejudice

Bigotry &

Violence

"Man’s inhumanity to man "
@O 166 42 comments 18 shares

QN

Plate 4.40: Facebd% post 021
Source! Q E
The above excerpt presents a glossary of different registers or terms that define pessimism
about other people’s ethnic group or religion. These glossaries are ‘discrimination’,
prejudice’, ‘bigotry’ and ‘violence’. These are laden with performative acts. For instance,
discrimination can be activated by both verbal and performative acts, while prejudice and

bigotry are seen as close synonyms in the ethnic pessimism is also represented using the

nominal ‘inhumanity’, which implies the absence of humane, logic, reason and every good
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quality that marks cultural, ethnic and religious profiling which are identified with people that

castigate other people’s ethnic or religion.
4.2.2.5 The Divisive Identity

Ethnicity and religion have recently been tagged as factors that trigger or enhance division
among people living in a religious and ethnically polarised nation. Narrowing down to the
Nigerian situation, ethnicity and religion have maintained critical positions, an@at the
centre of every problem or conflict that have continued to dominate the ﬁ&%’eople with

e; they also maintain
. )\ |

perspectives that are divisive about other religions or even @» oncepts of religion or

ethnicity. . QQ'&

A

e Okolo Solomon is Q_.feeling thoughttul. T 4

Ih- R

divisive identity use ethnicity and religion as a tool to divide pel(%

Do you think Religion is what is tearing us apart in nigena . If you say
yes then why not we split by religion. Am sure you dont want that
right.

Yes | also dont want it either. Why do 1 say so

We need each other for growth. Imagine you want suya &3 sebi you
will be finding a Christian brother that will sell that for you abi. Let’s
forget about that.

What about you want to buy electronics, sebi you will be finding a
Muslim abi.

Wooooo pressure tiwa | don't know what am typing again jareeee.

< Just let’s love each other @ in respective of our religion and
differences

@ Jaiyesimi Francis Oluseyi and 3 others 10

Plate 4.41: Facebook 022

Source!?
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The above plate represents the divisive identity as an inherent phenomenon in Nigeria, which
is indexed explicitly in the excerpt. The speaker uses both implicit and explicit indexes in
nominal forms to show performative acts. For instance, in the opening sentence, the
predicative — performative act ‘what is tearing’, shows the performance of division. This
shows implicitly, as people ‘think’ that Nigerians are divided along the factors of ‘religion’,
which is explicit in the plate, and ethnicity, which is inferred in the use of the norn.inal ‘suya’,
co-opted from the Hausa lexicon, and ‘electronics’, which is inferred as the po%ﬁ;\trade of
the Southeasterners. The speaker also posits the performative act .%\g, naming
Christians and Muslim, which are seen as two sides of the di\./ide,%ﬂile religious coin in
Nigeria. The symbolic significations of division in the plate a@performaﬁves, ‘tearing’,
‘split’, the adverb, ‘apart’ and the non-particular pro‘q@ either’, which performatively
entails two optional entities, but requires adopﬁ%&only one. The use of rhetorical
questions is a conscious attempt of the s 'a)%% only presuppose, allowing the hearer to

infer and relate the performative acts Of&/'l fon presupposed.
oD

Lagos is working and Nigeria s forging ahead.

The combine forces of ethinic sentimentalsts, treasonous mecia journalists, Religious partitioner , socialmedia valdation craving
Yeyebrities, hateful souls and ignorant Endsarz kids; can never stap the shine,

\D

Plate 4.42: Nairaland post 021
Source!

The plate above first justifies performative acts leading to other performatives that are
connected to divisive identity. The speaker posits that divisive cultural identity is caused by

‘ethnic sentiment’. The nominal performative act ‘combine forces’ shows that it is part of a
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whole. Also, this means that division exists in a macro-microstructure, having its own
superstructure. It is marked denotatively, using the synonym ‘partitioner’, while acts related
to it are profiled subsequently. It is explicit that the speaker does not share the same group
identity with the referent in the text. Hence, the speaker resorts to name-calling to copiously
mark his divisive identity. Two group identity divides are identified, using coinages
‘yeyebrities’ for celebrities, and ‘Endsarz kids’ for the youth identity that stood ttleir ground
to protest against police brutality. The speaker demonstrates his personal ser@}‘, using

negative performative acts — descriptions for the other group identiti plate. The

speaker refers to celebrities as ‘validation’ cravers, and the youths as atﬁgful’.

S

searchngdlove:

Addrassed to the Igbo People”, the statement claimed to “sincerely apalogise for allowing a toxic palitical banner advert which said: Lagos
can never be run from Anambra; go and vote'to run on Nairaland for several hours on Wednesday, March 15, 2023." It described the

advertisement as part of“an ethnicall divisive poltical campaign aimed at securing Lagos State for the ruling party by instling fear i
Yoruba people, making them believe that lzbo peaple Intended to ‘take over Lagos State”,

A%

Plate 4.43: Nairaland pos‘@“

Source!
S

The abovgl ties the divisive identity, performatively, to political schemes. The inference
is tl@vision is used as a weapon politically to sway voters. The speaker engages in
profiling, stating the two contentious ethnic groups in the spatial index ‘Lagos’ mentioned at
around the temporal ‘Wednesday March 15 2023’ stated in the excerpt. Ethnic division is
denotatively — explicitly mentioned in the passage, in the second utterance. It is indexed to
‘politics and ‘campaign’, which implies that it is motivated by personal interest, in this case,

of the political agent. The speaker, however, uses irony, saying that the reason is to secure
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Lagos, which is a little vague. What is true is that, performatively, it is not ethnic division
that secures the state; on the other hand, ethnic division performs the act of fueling conflict
and insecurity, as intertextually seen in events that preceded the Nigerian election at the
period indexed. This is represented by performative adjective ‘fear’ and the performative

verb ‘take over’.

(4 poliics / Re: ini Peaple Launch Attacks On [gho People On Twitter Space by raskymonojendor: 2t6pm on Mar 2

Abagworo;
Why doesit excite Tinubu camp that [ghos and Edos clashed on twitter? It's because their target has always been to create ethnic

division among Nigerians so that we shall no longer have one voice in condemnation of INEC's bias in 2023 Presidential election. Edo and
labo have no prablem just like Yoruba and Igho have no prablem but rather it is Tinubu and his allies that have prablem with Nigerians.

1t doesn't excite anyone. You ike to shift blame and not take respansibiliy as we have seen on this thread.

A

Plate 4.44: Nairaland post 023 %

N
Source? %CJ\

Plate 4.44 represents the cons@s of the divisive identity to nations, using Nigeria, in
the macro structure, and ;@’g\‘Yomba’ and ‘Edos’, at the microstructure. The speaker, in
the same manner as't e@e ious data, links the divisive identity to political agents, and the
fact that it is ai%da at achieving self and political will. The speaker goes to the extent of
naming a @1 agent, accusing him performatively as one that incites divisive ideas when
it co@o securing his own political base. The essence, using self-profiling, is to signify the
pettiness of both political agents and their followers. Politicians will do anything for power,
including dividing people along culture, ethnic and religious lines, while their followers can
do unsolicited divisive things to give politicians their mandate. The speaker performatively

identifies group divisive identity, saying that it is possible for a group to be in unity with one
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group, and be in discord or disunity with another. This is represented with the performative

adjective ‘problem’.

4.2.2.6 Ethnic Liberalist Identity

The liberalist identity is hinged on acceptance of others’ ethnic and religious afﬁl.iati% This
is maintaining an open mind, accepting the peculiarities of other religions and @;} groups.
To the in-group of the liberalists, ethnicity and religion is a leveler, rat \ ivider, and
hardly discriminate on the basis of both factors. In this case, reli.g"& not considered when

relating to people because such individuals show tendencies ofp@’}ous and ethnic neutrality.

"

0 Nath Francis is with Akwanga Progressives and 15 others.

March 26 at 2:41 PM -

A politics that's based solely on #Tribe and #Ethnicity is a politics that is doomed to #Tear a
country apart.

We both needs each other, let's #Peace reins in #Nasarawa State.
Happy Sunday to u all.

#Mafia

\'\

Plate 4.45: Faceboo@@
N

Source?? ‘%Q

Platheveals the mental picture — frame of the identity of a liberal. This is conveyed in
the latter part of the plate. The inclusive personal pronoun, ‘we’ is used to mark collectivism,
which imply belongingness to the same side. The inference is that regardless of ethnicity,
which is also portrayed by the synonym, ‘tribe’, people should treat others as belonging to
one group or family in collocation with country. The speaker identifies two sides, using the

ordinal ‘both’, which gives a religious undertone to the post, seeing that there are two
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dominant religious groups in consistent rivalry in the context represented. The essence of
being together is performatively represented in two structures, using the verb ‘needs’, and a
behavioural process of letting ‘peace’ to rein. The choice of ‘need’ represents a higher form
of necessity that is a performative modality of obligation. This is also paralleled to the need
for ‘peace’, which is also a basic necessity. The liberalist’s perspective is to see peace and
working together as obligatory.

&P

| am different because we sil have those who can be swayed by bigotry, GERRIC and religious sentiments. Not me bro.. | see tings
objektively.. So for me was

Tinubu

Obi

Kwankwaso

Aikuif u add sowore atiku goes further down. Infact i willvote GRV as President beare fAtiku

1 Like
O
Plate 4.46: Nairaland post 024 '6'
Source! \)Q)
'\

Plate 4.46 has a contras@ure which is the use of exclusive personal pronoun ‘I’ for the
purpose of isolati,{gigémselves from a general, ‘we’, which is a perspective or position of
‘ethnic and@us sentiment’ held by many. The liberalist on the other hand, has a
cont osition, which is marked using the adjective, ‘different’ performatively, to mark
a conscious attempt employed by the speaker to segregate or differentiate their identity from
that of a bigot, which is the antonym liberal. The speaker characteristically uses character
indexation that is person indexes to foreground ethnic affiliations; the persons listed at the
latter part of Plate 4.46 are connected to the major ethnic groups that are the bases for
pushing the identity of bigoty. Another part of indexation is in the performative acts of

‘being’ and ‘seeing’ at the two segments of the utterance. The act of being different, which is
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the marker of liberality makes people begin to see things from a different perspective, which
is marked by the adverb, ‘objectively’. The excerpt also means that there are two ways of
seeing things. On the one hand, it is to see things from the subjective perspective, that is, in
polarity of ways, which entails people having ethnic biases. On the other hand, it is to see
things from the objective perspective, which entails receiving others mindless of their ethic
affiliation or religions. .
&F
U olis e Apostle Chika Onuzo lsues Decree, Cancels Tinubu's Presidency, Video. by plaindealer,547am
I 1, we airoute everytfing t Gad| we say Gad s omnipatent, we say God s everynere and whatever hapnens, s the wil o God and wht

God presribe,but because ofour owm personl,rligous, il and GEAIChypocrisy, o asuden, what we dont ke s ot the work of

o, e sy God had nothing t with it we atrogate God's and power o ourselves, e push o to the s and replace Omnipotent Gad with
0ur own god and Interpret God's wila rubfsh and not the work of God ust ecause we ar sour losers,

G

Plate 4.47: Nairaland post 025 ?

Source?’ »\)%%
.\

Plate 4.47 presents the i 4g§ — identity of God as a liberalist. This is performatively
represented usin%{ ergnces and implicatures. First, the speaker dissociates god’s identity
from people’s ity, referring to God in the third person, and using the inclusive pronoun,
‘our’ teyhatk individual’s identity. The speaker, thus, links individuals’ religious, ethnic and
tribal identity to ‘hypocrisy’, while God’s identity is non-segregationist. The performative act
of being ‘everywhere’ and being for all, according to the speaker, is what is implied in using
the religious register, ‘omnipotent’. The intention of the speaker is made clear in the constant
repetition of ‘God’, and the distinction between divinity and individuality using the capital
‘G’ against the lowercase, ‘g’. the speaker uses these to show the distance between ‘God’ and
every form of sentiment, which is indexed to man. The fact that there is freedom of ‘will’ to

167



choose or to act whether in humans’ selfish religious and ethnic agenda, or in the divine
agenda marks God as a liberalist. There is allowance for freedom to think, take a side and

then act, which are indicative of the identity of a liberalist.

Shamseddin Giwa - Follow .
' March4at 1108 AM- @

Thank you Chisom,

| appreciate this. Indeed many of the community members are not Muslims. It doesn't mean we
will agree on everything as in truth, you'd see my faith reflect in my messages but what you
display here is something deep and | need to commend you specially.

| appreciate and celebrate you (and others).... See more

W)
Plate 4.48: Facebook post 024 ®
Source?! ‘ ©

In plate 4.48, the signification of tl@)‘b@ralist identity is represented at the latter part of the
utterance, using compound p rfo\rﬂ?atives, both in consonance and parallelism. These are the
acts of appreciating n@;mg. These are markers of corresponding actions, which is
acceptance. The Q@gniﬁcan‘t principle in expressing the liberalist identity is acceptance,
because, a?% .48 imply, there are different religions, and each do not have the same way
of s Qings. The speaker performatively reflects this in the performative act ‘agree’,
while the indefinite article ‘everything’ is used to indicate the various perspectives that issues,
principles and actions could be represented. The speaker also variegates the notion of ‘truth’
performatively in the mood adjunct. In this case, it synonymous to ‘belief’, which is
preempted by the act of believing. It is given that every religion has its own shades of truth —

belief that are projected through basic doctrines and teachings. The implicature of this is that
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every religion’s propagation (of truth) should be respected, accepted, ‘appreciated’ and

celebrated’, even by people outside the religion. This is the hallmark of the liberal identity.

4.2.3 Research Question Three: What are the linguistic resources for construc.tilz%

identities in the selected excerpts? Q}i\

0

This research question examines the linguistic resources for constru‘c%ldentities in
the selected excerpts. ¢ ,@.\

The linguistic markers are the linguistic choice. Four of performatives have been
identified to underly the representations o@y in Facebook and Nairaland
communication. These are performative Verbéiscriptive (adjectival) performatives acts,

N

nominal perfomative acts and modal p oga)ive acts.

>

Gender-related Identity Rep el%hons (IRs) in FB and NL Posts

Gender is always a serio@yﬁition for identity positions or representations, especially in
developing countrie w%e dogmatic gender roles exist. In other words, there are patriarchal
and feminigti @iencies that significantly affect the identity of people represented in the
socia @ space. The dominant identity representations linked to gender in Facebook and
Nairaland discourses chauvinist, welfarist, seductive, and patroniser. Some of these are
gender specific, while others are generalised. The above identity perspectives are engaged, in
no particular order, in the following subsections to show how they condition or affect how

genders in the social media community respond to issues in posts and chats, which are

unfolding conversations.
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4.2.3.1 The Patroniser Identity

Most of the interactions, posts and comments, especially on Facebook are designed for the
purpose of approbation, or approval, which are the indices of patronage. There are
generalised — marked performative features of patronising. For instance, the act of festivity
which conditions birthday and anniversary posts, or posts of certain achievements or
successes. These are normative messages that attract patronising comments. It & o be
linked to sympathy maxim, where patronage is demonstrated to commiserat ’%le. There
are also exceptional markers of the patronizing identity demonstraté% the purpose of
getting certain favours, especially in the region of politics. This }8\\‘ 'ihantly portrayed by

the male gender, since the political space is dominated by the@'&%
A\

_’:_-\ 1 Year Ago .". - —_||
'.I :'_'_'5 See your memories I'_I{’ |

F Opemipo Olupitan Motunrayo 15 with Victoria Olupitan
. Badejo and Olasunkanmi Adenike Aletan.
March 8, 2022 - &Y

Happy international Women's day SUPER COMRADES
You are loved and celebrated today and forever
Thanks for all you do

Live long and keep Flourishing

Plat:qacebook post 025

Source??

Plate 4.49 shows the performative acts of felicitation and the identity of patroniser, using the
adjective ‘happy’, which introduces the post, and the foregrounding of the nominal
expression, which also has an adjective of approbation, ‘super’. This is to show collective

patronage of the female clique. It is evident that the speaker identifies themselves with the
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female gender, using the nominal, ‘Comrades’, which implies collectivism in experience and
attribute. There is a feeling of patronage of femininity itself in the introductory utterance,
‘internation women’s day’; this gives a feeling of importance, which is also a feature of
patronage. The patronage identity is used in Plate 4.49 to valourise women, such as to
dedicate a day for their commemoration. The following utterances on the plate represents
three structural performatives that also define patronage, these are the acts (.)f ‘loving’,
celebrating and approving. The act of approving is indexed with temporal ad\é;\, ‘today’
and ‘forever’ to show the institutionalisation of feminine patronage. I | e ds, it is an
act that started and has lingered from the past, even though this i.s n e;giscally represented in
the plate. The fact that there is forever implies that futuristic@are undetached from the
past where they have their promises. Lastly, the act of th&g, which concludes the plate is

denotative of the identity of partroniser, approvin@%ﬁons of women, without making or

evaluating preferences. In other words, e&;@g done by a woman is approved without

question. %

o\

Edicha Aso is with Bin-Ebaiya Shehu Tijjani.
j April 18 at 6:41 PM D

Congratulation to the servant leader Hon, Bin-Ebaiya Shehu Tijjani the
emerging House assembly member representing lokoja.

He's loved by many without iota of fear and doubt i already know you
will make a good representative.

Plate 4.50: Facebook post 026

Source??
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In Plate 4.50 the speaker demonstrates, performatively, a generalised form of patronage,
using different interactional cues. First, the nominal, ‘congratulation’ is generalised for all
forms of events or occasions. In this instance, it is used by the speaker for the purpose of
association, and patronage. This can be inferred by the performative adjectival structures in
the first utterance. The speaker, for instance, refer to the persona as ‘servant leader’, which is
representative of approbation, intended to praise-sing the senator, since his perf.ormance in
the position has not even been tested to know if he qualifies for such des@n. The
nominal set up by the adjective ‘emerging’ indicates that it was a prod . test, which
also implies the performative epistemic modality of responsibili:[y Q bligation. As a matter
of fact, the persona was elected to bear the ‘representative’ @st of a group of people,
which is stated on plate 4.50, ‘Lokoja’. In other words, h@% not only welcome patronage
and approval by the people he is expected to rep(é%%t also required to ‘represent’ them

well, which is performatively represented i ’@Sformative epistemic act of certainty, ‘will
ge%

make a good representative’, which t%' ker obviously used to mark the identity of a
patroniser, even when he is not,so @fn that the personal will do exactly that when he gets

to power or rather, use the 0§r}\unity to build his own political base.

a N

_ \ ) Abu Samson
That's her choice anyway. lts a game of interest.

Like Reply 1w 0
2 #‘ Author
. |
Edicha Aso

Abu Samson same people complaining of her
supporting ODODO will do all they could for her
not to see Murl.

Like Reply 1w

Plate 4.51: Facebook post 027
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Source?*

Plate 4.51 particularises the patroniser identity to the female gender, using the third person
exclusive pronoun, ‘her’, and collocating performatives, ‘choice’ and ‘interest’. The inference
here is that patronage is about making choices either for the sake of ‘interest’ or mere
‘support’ which is represented performatively in the following comment. The ability to
choose between alternative costs or two to three options is premeditated by inte&c%while

i6nJ person or

both acts sequence to patronage, meaning that one’s eventual choice of an a%
position is an act of patronage for the result of that choice. With respe \mdividuals and
political affiliation, there is a stronger control of interest over ice. It is interest that
determines the choice of a candidate or party, while it is pa%'ﬁ%e for people to support the
choice made. The second speaker in plate 2.51 repre eq@fwersity of choice or interest, using

two performative acts, ‘complaining’ and ‘sup;% . This evidently shows that there are

always different sides or factors to choose@cﬁ)}d

The second speaker reiterating the p@f view, the third person, as reflected in the use of

ending on one’s preference or patronage.

the pronoun, ‘her’, points to@oﬁling of the female gender as patronisers, whose

consistent actions are preméditated on choices.

O

Rokiat:

Source? Women may enjoy sex more than men but women don't like sex more than men. Get your facts right.
Which gender pay for sex more men or women?

The prostitution and porn industry is booming because of men thirst for sex. You can't even compare men want for sex with women on the
general overall level all races.

Plate 4.52: Nairaland post 026
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Source!

The posts and comments on Nairaland are more casual when it applies to discussing issues of
gender. In other words, gender and sexuality which become dominant subjects are used to
significantly reveal identity standpoints. For instance, Plate 4.52, the speaker uses the
performative act of intercourse, which is evidently portrayed in ‘sex’ to index t %&z)mser

identity to both the male and female gender. The speaker uses a rhet og;cggouteractlonal
th

style, that is, rhetorical questions in the two opening statements, where ain identity and
connection with the respective gender is marked. The performat x{s ‘enjoy’ and ‘like’ are
used as synonyms, even though the speaker has used &gﬂ to mark degrees of sexual
patronage. The speaker concludes by eliciting for @3&1 proof, implying that both genders
have different degrees of patronage, which is ,@:ated in many parts of the world, and not
just the speaker’s immediate enviro eQ_}le second opening utterance in Plate 4.52
directly — denotatively marks the pa@ser identity to gender relation, using the performative
acts of buying and selling. Of N@, the nominal act ‘sex’ is metaphorised as a commodity
that operates within the @e 2 of demand and supply. Both genders have their relations in
the two acts, tk% hetorically represented on Plate 4.52. The speaker expects the
community%@e direct inferences of the gender roles or association with the performative
act @ that the male gender buys, while the female gender sells. However, both the

buyer and seller are equally sexual patronisers, irrespective of the degrees or standpoint the

speaker is eliciting.
4.2.3.2 Chauvinist Identity

The chauvinist identity as it applies to gender is different from that of ethnic in the previous

section (4.2.2). In this case, it reflects in the performative acts or actions of one gender to the
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other; it can also be marked by cognitive impressions, or verbalised as a standpoint. The
chauvinist identity is a generalised form of identity because is dominantly indexed to males,
due to its connection with patriarchy, which is the sociocultural and religious indication of
chauvinism. However, there are rare instances where the female gender expresses confidence
and pride in being a woman, which is in the literature connected with feminism. In some case,
in social media discuses, gender chauvinism may not be about gender ppsition but

representation or impression. Q}(\
°

NN
07kib:
Chioma is being foalish why is she stillin the so called marriage, she s & fool

Money!
You can buy awoman's brains with money!

Do thanks giving every Sunday of you don't have a girl child

That gender is very vulnerable

Plate 4.53: Nairaland pos@ﬂ

CS
>

The chauyinist identity is marked by feelings of importance that the other gender as

Source!

repr@d in Plate 4.53. Here the performative acts of importance are represented by the
tagging or profiling of the other, questioning of the identity or personality of the same gender.
The speaker who is obviously male, tags their female counterpart using adjectives, ‘foolish’
and ‘vulnerable’. The previous is with the inference that females are inferior in reasoning
than their male contemporary. This is ironically portraying the chauvinist identity. In the

same manner, representing them as ‘vulnerable’ is a way of connecting the entire discourse in
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parallel interactional sequence. For instance, being vulnerable, according to the speaker, is
connected consequentially, to the act of foolish, or an impact of foolish actions. The direct
naming of female — ‘woman’ in the text, posits that the speaker is chauvinistic and patriarchal,

and seems to be pushing that agenda or identity

(" Romance Re A Cha Tht Causd ived Reactions Bt en & Women Ol 0y CRay:832om

Tisis o about b afmale, s abouta pers' personaybecauseeven some male e can e foryour s, ome peopleare

It corporat heggers
{ Like

Plate 4.54: Nairaland post 028 :‘ @
Source* (b‘%.

Q

Usually, gender discrepancies instigate arguments about which gender is more deficient. For
instance, in Plate 4.54, tgh@br?lent is on which gender suffers more constraint. The reason
this 1is signiﬁcaqt\'guat there is a normative perspective attached to chauvinism in
possessio the male gender is often said to own more possession, while the female
genders %)ﬁled as being the dependent of the two. The speaker in plate 4.54 is obviously a
female,” who is performatively defending her gender, using the negator ‘not’ and the
existential performative ‘being’, indicate status. The nominal ‘person’s personality’ is the
interactional marker of identity in the plate, showing denotatively that there is chauvinistic
profiling of one gender. The contrasting position is that females can also be chauvinistic
about their identity. They are proud of being female, and thus, can link or index their so-

called ‘personality’ weakness to their male counterpart to imply that, in some ways, they have
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a hedge over them. The speaker uses a figurative performative act in form of hyperbolic
metaphor to demonstrate the extent of constraint and desperation attached to the constraint of
males. There is generalisation in the nominal ‘people’, and indexation in the indefinite (non-
particular) pronoun ‘some’ suggesting that their main focus is the male gender. There is the
use of nominal description ‘corporate’ in the conceptual metaphorical performative sense, to
describe intensity of the constraints, justifying that males deny their chauvinism more in

periods of challenges. Q’)(\

Ben Korir - Follow
i April 4 at 6:56 Phi - &Y

Gender equality vs male chauvinism

Marriage Logic Gate

Man
Output
Woman M v
Man Woman Result

Wrong Right || Woman is Right

Right Right || Woman is Right

Right | Wrong || Woman is Right

Wrong | Wrong Man is Wrong

o

LA

Plate 4.54: Facebook post 028

Source3®
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The speaker in plate 4.54 uses componential and mathematical relations to performatively
represent gender preference, which is an act of chauvinism, in marriages. The two gender and
the ‘result’ or perceptive judgement are tabulated denotatively on Plate 4.54. The table is
ladened with inferences. First, there is the inference of the profiling of gender as either ‘right’

or ‘wrong’, also implying positive or negative, good or bad. The second infereh with
respect to the identity of the gender represented on the table, which i Q‘é%n in the
componential mapping. By performative act, it is possible to have ‘righ't%‘wrong’ in each
gender as a pre-existing trait in every relationship. This is funct'@\% “tharacteristic of the
very nature of man. The third inference is marked in the %&&9 of both genders coming
together. Primacy — chauvinism is moved from the q@w female, marking her in every
instance as ‘right’, that is good, and him as ‘wro Qt is bad. The identifying performative
act is used in Plate 4.54 can trigger bidi@& terpretation in terms of action. Take for
instance, the componential mapping @iright’ man and a ‘wrong’ woman is termed as a
‘right” woman, which implies ﬁ\gt)g)ls the man that makes the woman right, which means
justifying male chauvinis ‘%the other hand, the coming together of a ‘wrong’ man and a

‘right” woman is la@eﬁs esulting to a ‘right” woman, implying that the female gender is

attributively

QQ
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Ehitu Michael - Follow
April 20 at 11:59 AM -

THE VULNERABILITY OF THE MALE GENDER.

Some of you may not like this line. But try and imagine something out of it. Resist every urge of
dubing chauvinism, as the writer of this vanity loves and respects the female gender more than
you do sz, and this vanity does not trivialize or dispute genuine cases of r@pe. Resist religious
fanaticism too.

,%\“0
Plate 4.55: Facebook post 029
. "
X
N
NS

There are instances of cross mapping of gend @Vinist identity in social media

Source?’

conversations as evident in Plate 4.55. The s.peaghere is male and unusually, tags the male
gender as emotionally inferior, using a p%).r}ative adjective, that is, ‘vulnerability’, which
he foregrounds by capitalizing it. To bb‘ nerable has the performative traits of being fragile,
susceptible to defeat, or beingp&@rless to act on certain occasions. The unusuality of such
representation is perfo %&}? marked, using the mental process, ‘like’, just like cross
chauvinism 1is mar@mth the mental and behavioural acts, ‘loves’ and ‘respects’. The
speaker also '@es cross gender chauvinism, using the adjective, ‘vanity’, and the
perfo @ act, ‘trivialise’. The essence of this is to signify the need for males to seed or
considet” seeding their feeling of chauvinism to the female gender, considering certain
injustices that are done to females, such as ‘rape’, which is performatively represented on
Plate 4.55. The performative act of seeding the chauvinist identity to the female gender is
portrayed in the verbs, ‘try’, ‘imagine’ and ‘resist’, which is repeated for emphasis. Plate 4.55
also suggests the inference that male chauvinism is backed up or reinforced by ‘religion’. The

speaker represents this negatively as an ideological stance with an aggressive identity register
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that is ‘religious fanatism’. The inference is that many women have been victimised by male

chauvinistic acts with religious undertones.

v Adikwu Samuel Ebo
We? Apil19at435PM-Q

10th National Assembly loading!!

For inclusiveness, gender sensitivity, more blissful deliberations, it's time to reposition women by
giving them ample regards to pilot the affairs of this country.
Enough of chauvinism against women.... See more

- ~

Plate 4.56: Facebook post 030 Q

Source’® Q'Q\

There is gender chauvinist advocacy in th d@poﬁrayed in Plate 4.56. The speaker here

posits that the political terrain in Ni%’c} encompassed with male chauvinism. This is
performatively historical, as the c al ‘10th’ suggests. This means that there have been
nine previous ‘assemblies’, hi.(\:h have been dominated by men. There has only been one
brief instance a fem llowed to lead the House of Representatives in 2007, which was
also toppled by VikeJ male gender under the disguise of corruption, though later declared
unindicted e 6th session in 2007 (Nigeriagalleria, 2007). The speaker is a male, but
obv@, is speaking for the female gender, and critiquing acts of political ‘chauvinism’
against the female gender, which is denotatively represented in the plate. The speaker here is
advocating for balance in the identity of chauvinism for both male and female, using
adjectives like ‘inclusiveness’, ‘sensitivity’ and ‘blissful’, and the performative verbs,
‘reposition’, and ‘giving’. He uses these to place a demand on the male gender in the

legislature to seed the leadership to women, since the other alms of decision-making, the
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executive and ‘judiciary’ are already dominated by males, and the minority in the legislature,

which is the subject of the post, is the female gender.
4.2.3.3 The Seducer Identity

The seducer identity appears as a result of profiling in social media discourses. In most cases,
it is linked to the female gender, but not limited to them, because certain posts and comments
of males are intentionally aimed at ‘inviting’ in like manner. The seducer identity@ ected
by photoshoots, or ‘selfies’ and captions. There are also textual map ﬁg\ he seducer
identity in the captions, posts or comments in social media conversatigns.
. \ %
(% Romance  Re: A Chat That Caused Mixed Reactions Betwieen Men & Women Online by kushme: 325

taneez,
This my gender sef@

But think guys are enabling this habit. You men should hold a meeting to stop giving these girls money. You are not the only guy she sends
messages to, they do it as revenue drive

Someone was complaining that he is done dating leeches but ifyou see shape nau, you will ask for number, send message and still pay
biling,
_

Plate 4.57: N;ir@hd post 029

Sour Q

Plate 4.57 represents the subject of seducer identity as the female gender, and the target as the
male for monetary benefits. This also profiles gender’s response to bisexual relationship. For
instance, the male perspective profiled is the belief that every advance of the female gender is
seduction aided by the motif that the male gender has money to spend. On the other hand, the

profile of the female gender is hinged on seducing as an exploiting tool, as portrayed in the
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adjective, ‘leeches’. The performative inference in leech is metaphoric of a blood sucking
animal that attaches itself to a host, just for the sake of feeding on its blood, which
inferentially becomes money in Plate 4.57. Seduction in Plate 4.57 is marked by the
performative act of inability to resist or ignore, in spite of strong will or resolution. This is
represented by an imagery — the picture of a female, as seen in the adjective, ‘shape’. The
speaker also, performatively represents the vulnerability of male gender to th.e beauty —
shape’ of the female gender; he is easily responsive to seduction, whiché;\speaker
represents in parallel performative acts in the concluding utterance, ‘a; .?\u ber’, ‘send
message’ to the number, which involves spending money, a part. of %@Sﬂminating act, ‘still

pay bills’. %'\
L&

(/Romance  Re:Whenshe constanty geets you st A ign O Attaction” by Afamsi 1:27gm 0 2

No doubt she fkesyou. s some o the few aptions some ladies havet expres hei felings of attrection towards he apposte gender
2Likes

'\)"
Plate 4.58: Nairaland pos@ "

Source!
>

The seducer identity is not always represented as a bad attribute in social media interaction. It
is the starting point of every relationship. In the case of Plate 4.58, it is marked with
the performative act ‘likes’ and the adjective ‘attraction’. These performative acts are
normatively labeled as triggers of seduction and are bidirectional, and interconnected
somehow. To like is connected to having attraction, while the speaker posits that seduction
can either trigger attraction or can serve as the goal of seduction. The speaker in plate 4.58

indexes the identity of seduction to the male gender, being that the subject of attraction (also
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the target of seduction) is the female gender, which is marked using the nominal, ‘ladies’,
modified by the indefinite pronoun ‘some’ to indicate that it is performatively unusual. On
the other hand, the subject of seduction, which is the male gender is referentially marked in
the utterance, using the pronoun, ‘you’ and the nominal ‘opposite gender’ for the purpose of
introducing prestige to the referent. The nominal ‘ladies’ has a performative inference, being
mapped to an unmarried female gender. .
&P
(% Romance  Re: e Rejected My Proposal For A Relationship by obaidan: 12:01pm 0n Apr 22

Karen2024
| am so disappainted in myself,

So | decided to tell a guy who has been my crush that | want us to be friends but he outrightly rejected my proposal

This guy is just irresistible but he's very immature. | am very much disappointed.

Plate 4.59: Nairaland post 031 ,: AN

Source! \)Q)

The speaker in Plate 4. sents another instance of seduction connected to the male
identity as subject. @d)lgion is marked by the performative behavioural act in the perfect
form, ‘has r&his underscores the fact that it can go on for a period of time. Also,
attracti n@h'ch is a basic condition in seduction is marked by the adjectives ‘irresistible’
and Q\’; this has the performative act of not being able to ignore. The act of irresistibility
is also in comparative sequence with attraction, that is, a stronger form of attraction. ‘Crush’
is also related to attraction, therefore, can be seen as a synonym, which the ‘irresistible’ is
parallel to. There is a reoccurring form of representation in Plate 4.59, which is the fact that
the seduction identity can be represented in lexical form, and also demonstrated by the act of

physiognomy. In Plate 4.59, the speaker lexically demonstrates this, using the performative
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verb, ‘tell’, that is speaking to the subject of attraction, the seducer, while the performative

physiognomy act is captured in ‘crush’, due to the irresistible nature of the attraction.

Amusan Kayode Victor
October 8, 2019+ @

Sex-for-grades: It is high time university

managements also started frowning at
female student’s seduction with stern
punishment.

P

Plate 4.60: Facebook post 030 \)

Source? 4%"
R

The inference in Plate=4.60 is that the seducer identity is linked to the female gender, though
the male gé%ls blamed for resultant consequences, which is represented performatively in
the Qing the nominal ‘punishment’. The linker, ‘also’ is used to imply to the
punishment of the other agent involved. It is important to reiterate that when the seducer
identity is marked there are two agents involved, the subject, which is the seducer, and the
target, who is the seduced. Plate 4.60 indicates that seduction is negative and hence should be

discouraged using the performative act, ‘frowning at’ and the nominal *punishment’.
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fe Cat Riley .
December 6, 2016 - &

Setting the mood...lighting,candles,black lights...the mood and how
you present the overall atmosphere is so important and a huge factor
in your success in any seduction...

OO 10 50 1@

05 Like (J) Comment &> Share
o
Plate 4.61: Facebook post 031 . 6,\
Source? QQ'&%\
Seduction is not only a pre-relationship issue, whi en well expressed in the previous

plates. Plate 4.61 puts it that it is a continuoys,&procedural — collocational act. Primacy is
placed here on the ‘atmosphere’, wh'ch@onymous to ‘mood’, which is repeated for
emphasis. The inference is that t @cer identity is not isolated from ‘setting’, while
‘setting’ is denotatively markewhe ‘success’ of seduction. The speaker uses certain cues
to describe the setting, s@‘aghting, ‘candles’ and ‘black lights’ as the ‘factors’ enabling
the seducer iden&i{Qb’ese factors are interconnected in different ways, with respect to the
purpose o @)n. This is symbolically reflected in the ellipses, while the listed nominal
entiti %reated as hyponyms of ‘mood’. There is profiling of the temporal to justify the
time of relational seduction. ‘Lightening’, ‘candles’ and ‘black nights’ are features related to

night time.
4.2.3.4 The Gender Pervasive Identity

The gender pervasive identity is marked by feelings of distrust, distaste and ignobility against

the other gender. in most cases they capitalise on the weakness or deficiency of gender, or
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certain personal resentment for that gender. in some cases, evidently, gender pervasion or
resentment is motivated by historical occurrences with that gender. it is important to state
here that people behaviour and tendencies are shaped by experiences, events or antecedents,

some of which are lexically and performatively marked in the post and comments.

Dshocker:

Ini Edo ke, i doubt that...

Ini Eda won't even loak his way.

You doubt? Wonit ook his way indeed. ©

| forget say na same house una two dey stay, don't ever trust the bleeding gender. Even if you dey same house with her she go run am
codedly you nor go know.
3 Likes

Plate 4.61: Nairaland post 032 .
o
Source! (@'

The speaker in Plate 4.61 is a Mender, who certainly has issues with the female gender.
The emphasis is on the %ﬂutterance, which lexically and performatively captures the
resentment that the erker has with that gender. This makes the speaker to first profile the
female gender g the performative act, ‘bleeding’, which denotatively portrays the regular
mens @ cycle of the female gender. His intention is to use this term derogatively.
Resentment in the plate is marked by the performative act of ‘distrust’, which is often
considered as one of the basic requirements for a marital relationship to thrive.
Bidirectionally, the performative act of infidelity is referenced as the basis for distrust of the
speaker of the female gender. The inference is that the speaker himself does not trust the

female gender, even if married.
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Billonaire2:
Nice one

Fyou hate someane fo noreason

Fyou hate someonethe hes not cone any Wiong oyou..

Fyu hate someone ecause fwhere el o, s e, gender orstts,

The hatred s deman. insie your heza.

AN
Plate 4.62: Nairaland post 033
. @’s
Source! '&%
. 4@

The act of pervasion against gender is performativel sented in Plate 4.62 using the verb,
‘hate’, which is repeated for emphasis in eve.r)‘&of the utterance, before conceptualising it
in the last utterance in the nominal, atrQ’_) he speaker makes performative inference of

several things that could cause perv = hatred, including ‘gender’ or status. These two are
bidirectionally connected, gender'hds a lot to do in status, it affects the identity and status of
gender relations. These fg@‘?vrong’ doing, and ‘religion’. Another performative inference
in Plate 4.62 is %ﬁaﬁed may not be connected to any particular reason traceable to the
hater, but Q@basic conditions that have shaped the speaker’s perspective of such gender.
The n particular pronoun, ‘he/she’ to signify generalisation of gender pervasion
interchangeably between the two genders. At the latter part of the utterance, gender hatred or
pervasion is critiqued using the conceptual metaphoric act. This is portrayed by the nominal
reference to ‘demon’, who is often held accountable for every negative action perpetrated by
human beings. The prepositional phrase, ‘inside your head’, which characteristically marks

the scope, is used to imply that performative actions are regulated in two areas in human

beings, the ‘head’, which is referenced in plate 4.62 and the heart, which is implied by the
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performative verb ‘hate’ and the nominal hatred, which is an antonym for ‘love’ and is

domiciled in the heart.

* % Rebecca Lynne
349

Educate yourself before you judge others. | am amazed at how many people exhibit such hatred
about those conditions and issues that don't effect them personally or that they don't understand.

Show kindness. @ @' Q@00

= S et _EE . F ;9 I
Plate 4.63: Facebook post 032 . )\‘%'\

Source*! . QQ'&%

The most striking justification used for gender peﬂ@ﬁ all instances discussed is hatred.
This is also conveyed in Plate 4.63. Howe ;,\“%%Se are clear performatives that foreground
the fact that ‘hatred’ is demonstrative'.&l'l is implied in the performative verb, ‘exhibit’.
Plate 4.63 also stipulates that ‘ha@' and pervasion are motivated by factors, which are
nominalized as ‘conditions’ n%s)sues.’ In some cases, this can be out of simple ignorance
of the other gender r@actors, which according to the speaker, may be personally
motivated. The i eg%e is that there is no general template for acting against gender. The
use of the ﬁ%&/e performative act, ‘don’t effect’ shows that, performatively, hatred may not
be r@a%d by substantial or tangible ‘conditions’, but personal ‘traits.” The speaker
introduces the antonym, ‘kindness,” and a collocational performative, ‘show’, which is

synonymous to ‘exhibit’, used in the previous utterance.
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Sherifat Adeleye
249

Dear Parents,
This is for you A,

| remembered family members always exhibiting hatred or distance from me, due to some traits |
got from my dad.

My ... See more

Plate 4.64: Facebook post 033 ‘%\QO
&

Plate 4.64 reiterates the same performative act wit M» previous, that is, Plate 4.63,

Source*?

‘exhibiting’ indicating that the act of hating involwgs)some form of demonstration. In this
case, the adjective ‘hatred’, which the per , ﬁnarker of gender pervasion in the excerpt,
is presented as a synonym for ‘dist@’. The speaker gives the inference that gender
adaptation and treatment can%% a result of heritage. For instance, the speaker is
experiencing disparity in m%n}ent, as a result of her heritage, which is performatively
represented in the a@)@%trait’. Just like gender pervasion can be triggered as a result of
inherited traits, %xacts of ‘hatred’ — pervasion against gender can be motivated by inherited
‘traits’. The Speaker uses referential performatives such as ‘family’ and ‘dad’ to reinforce

thei@e about heritage, which is the subject of the interaction.
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Kingsley Madugba - Follow
April 20 at 8:53 AM +©

Be careful of some standards.
It's mare than just standards. They have negative effect.

If you check some of these standards, they have a negative effect on your perception of the
opposite sex.

Have you also noticed that all of a sudden, some of these standards makes you develop hatred
and bitterness towards the opposite sex?

You find yourself involved in gender wars.
You find yourself hating.

My dear, if you're single, you need to protect yourself from these standards so they don't prevent
you from getting into a relationship.

Because gradually, some standards are creating a mindset in you that is against building a
beautiful relationship.

"N

>
Plate 4.65: Facebook post 034 Q
Source®? (.")\‘\%

There are disguise notions that are @.§' cover the acts of pervasion against gender, which
are represented in different mres and using different performative acts and lexical
representations. First, it @3 .\ant to note that there is gender-pervasive advocacy, which is
the main represeg{@in Plate 4.65. The plate shows that there is gender pervasion against
the femal&;@ that is largely perpetrated by the male gender. this is portrayed by the
refer, %noun, ‘you’, which is used exclusively, because apparently, the speaker is not
identifying with gender pervasiveness. There is are positive and negative performative
inferences used to signify gender pervasion in Plate 4.65. For instance, the nominal
‘standards’ as a positive inferential strategy to foster gender separation or pervasion, while
the negative inference is represented by linguist-performative nominal acts like ‘hatred’,

‘bitterness’, ‘wars’, and performative verb ‘hating’. Plate 4.65 shows that there are

consequential performative acts that are linked to gender pervasion, which culminate to
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barriers failure to ‘develop’ good ‘relationship’. They are represented with the nominal

‘negative effect’
4.2.3.5 The Independent/Dependent Identity

Gender relations have built around feelings of liberty — independence, on the one hand, and
dependence, on the other hand. There is the representation of the opinion or perspective that a

certain gender (female) is characteristically expected to be dependent on the q@ender
(male). However, there are instances that the role relations are reversed ?u\ ain reason
ty

for representation is that it has been formed as a form of identi even ideology,

determines how people feel about their gender or the othe%éhﬁ . in some cases, it

determines how one gender acts or responds to the other &%ﬁsr The perspectives of social

media interactants are reflected in the posts and co@

A

(% Romance Re: Ladies Would You Remain With Your Spouse If He Suddenly Goes Broke? by Brokeness(r): 1:48am 0r Apr 23

Billionaire2:

raised ? [ve never heard that before, men raised women ....7

Anyways, Your genders destiny i stillin their hands...lear to earn a ling independently and stop depending your lfe on the hard work
of your appasite gender. whether raised or not.

| am male 0

Plate 4.66: Nairaland post 034

Source!
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The speaker in Plate 4.66 employs the cognitive, and advisory performative acts, using
inferences to represent gender dependence. The first inference is seen in the open utterance,
which is cognitive, that is, in a puzzle. The inference here is that no gender is ‘bound’ to be
responsible for the other. This is portrayed using the negative performative mood adjunct,
‘never’ and the cognitive — verbal process, ‘heard’, as well as the temporal, ‘before’, while
the demonstrative pronoun ‘that’ is used as a referential model to the concept gender
dependency, not the identity as linked to any particular gender. The second utg'?g}e in the
clause complex, has the lexical verb, ‘raised’ which characteristically .?SP@responsible
performative act, which also characteristically marks the depenclent 1 en,gity. This posits that
there are some persons that are bound to argue against the sp@s motion, with the claim
that women, who are the goal (beneficiary), in the mﬁ(@] clause as implied by the verb
‘raised’ are expected to depend on the male gen@% is performatively portrayed in the
inferences raised in the following clause. * @@diversity is represented by the possessive
nominal case, ‘gender’s destiny’, and ga'gt, ‘opposite gender’. The referential adjective
‘hard work’, which is linked i ere@fy to the male gender has both positive and negative
inferential profile of both dggs. for instance, while the speaker opines that both genders
should be involved 4 @ work’, it creates a vacuum for the hearers to fill, with the
inferences that thb;ge)gender is conditioned to work hard, while the female gender depends

on their har rk for survival or success, as denotatively marked in the performative act

‘de?your life’.
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@ Family / Re: Abandon Your Spouse, Go To Jail For Three Years! by Kohojunkie: &:27pm On Dec 23, 2022

TyroneP:

This s not just fo only MeN asthe term "dependence” can be used for & varety of occurrences. [t may imply financ, soca,
sychological support and more, Children need all of these from both father and mather, Domestic violence could be physical or emational;

both men and women experience t. We have heard of wives abandoning their matrimonial homes for selfish reasans but the trend i

more common to MEN. In furtherance to this, wives should support their hushands and MeN should e up to expectations as required.

Wellitsays s rightthere that the Law apples to both MR and Women who abandon their responsiiites, @
2Likes

Plate 4.67: Nairaland post 035

S
N

Source! QQ

The speaker in Plate 4.67 uses general@&irmative inference to underpin both the
identities of dependence and indepenéﬁ.é' at the same time. First, the speaker generalises the
dependent agents in the openiwerance, using the negator and performative premodifier
phrase, ‘not just’ and ‘onl %ﬂying that both genders can be dependent on themselves or a
higher persona. T@Pe speaker generalises the concept of ‘dependence’ attaching it,
performativ @Garieties’ of occurrences, which they go on to exemplify, as ‘financial’,
psycholog@al , while the synonym, ‘support’ is used as a varying term for dependence. The
perf&ive act of not being totally independent is marked by this utterance. it means that no
gender is completely independent of everything, which the indefinite enumerative marker,
‘and more’ implies. Both genders are listed as co-participants of the dependence and
independence performative ratio. For instance, both are marked as ‘father’ and ‘mother’, co-
benefactors of a dependent group, ‘children’, and ‘husband’ and ‘wife’ to performatively

indicate inter-dependence. Reference to matrimony symbolically underscores equality of

193



status, if not roles. However, the speaker, using the admonishing act, in modality ‘should
support’ objects to the dependent identity. The performative, ‘support’ also symbolically

implies mutual dependence between both genders, especially in family situations.

!@ Ansahmbom Givers .
Q@Y April 22 3t 9:51 AM -

A TRULY SINGLE PERSON IS COMPLETE PHYSICALLY, EMOTIONALLY, SPIRITUALLY AND
INTELLECTUALLY WITHOUT DEPENDENCE UPON ANYONE ({despite the gender as long as u
handle your own bills alone. Leave your comfort zone and face your fears

Girls be coming online and posting pictures of
themselves be like.... I'm single and searching for a
serious relationship that can lead to married.

What's your job ?= unemployed

What can you offer in this relationship?= I'm beautiful
and understanding.

Where do you live ?

= my parents home .

Plate 4.68: Facebook 035 %’
P

Source*

'\
The speaker in Plf)@ épdopts foregrounding, using capitalization, as an interactional

strategy to mzrl%ggeneralised performative act of dependence. The inference marked in the

position of the speaker is that no gender is completely independent, due to the fact that there
are r@aceted areas that determine their existence. In other words, all human endeavours
are interconnected, such that one’s shortcoming in one aspect affects all others. The speaker,
in the introductory statement employs adverbs to enumerate the areas that are represented as
the componential parts of human existence, ‘physically’, ‘emotionally’, ‘spiritually’ and
‘intellectually’. These are performatively indexed to their social, interpersonal and religious

experiences. The performative acts of dependence and independence are conveyed by the
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adjective, ‘complete’, while dependence is denotatively marked. This is also qualified, using
the indefinite pronoun, ‘anyone’ and the negator ‘without’, for the purpose of generalisation.
The speaker in Plate 4.68 has double standards with respect to the dependent/independent
identity. Initially, he does not connect the act of dependence to any gender, with the view that
both genders can fend for themselves. But in the second part of the plate, which obviously the
speaker has adopted from a shared post, the identity of dependent is mapped to.the female
gender. The inference in ‘posting’ and ‘searching’ is that one gender is 1@’%’}12 to be
dependent on the other. This is further justified performatively in th e. rt of Plate
4.68, using the conversational act. The performative act of dep?nd e.iss represented using
the verb, ‘unemployed’, the nominal ‘job’ and breach of thKG&im of relevance in ‘I’'m
beautiful’, which has nothing to do with the question abx @at the gender can contribute to

the relationship. The speaker’s inference here is n@ must not be totally dependent in a

relationship. . @
A :-)
@ Millicent T"Louw
April 9 at 12:49 PM - @

While society was busy with women empowerment and raising independent females, they
mistakenly created dependant men® Makes you wonder, did they really empower women or
did they simply shift the dependence from one gender to another??

X D-... 5 4 comments

1 Like (D Comment & Share

Plate 4.69: Facebook post 036
Source®

Plate 4.69 fundamentally raises a question of perspectives which have been held about gender
relations, with respect to gender dependent identity. A significant performative inference in

the excerpt is that this has contributed to societal approaches in dealing with both genders.
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The independent identity is mapped to female gender, while the emerging dependent identity
is labeled for the male gender. This speaker implies that attention has been shifted from the
males to females, making the former to assume more importance than the latter. The
independent identity is performatively marked by the nominal, ‘empowerment’, which
implies the ability to thrive economically, without relying on the male gender. This is further
portrayed in the denotative adjective ‘independent’. There is the use of synonym tQ define
gender relation in ‘women’ and ‘female’; while the latter is used in the nomiq’{v\q’ectival
qualifying ‘empowerment’, for the purpose of customising attention . he latter is
used as the nominal for emphasis. The dependent identity is dencztati&l.gnarked and indexed
to the male gender. The speaker further contrasts the verb, pe@tive ‘empower’ with the
‘dependence’, to represent it as independence. The® @ er advocates for equality of

treatment on the basis of ‘empowerment’ and gendﬁ@ pendence.
4.2.3.5.1Group Aggressive Identity Rep<esc®ns

It is a given that the social media s@% dominated by youths, and when issues that affect
them unfold, issues like oppression and aggression, they take to different social media
platforms to communic e '\grievances. In commenting on such events or occurrences,
they use languagg\ii h a way that it frames their identity. In other words, as it has been
vastly acce@or in the literature, identity relations are shaped by experiences. This is
who Iso about group identity. Group identity here represents the way people who go
through similar experiences represent their experience or feeling. In this section, aggression is
co-opted as the basis for underscoring the identity of the youth who, in October, 2020
experienced a common aggressive act, the #EndSars protest, which witness institutional
murder and maiming perpetrated by the state, with the heinous murder of their

contemporaries. The identity representations that were labeled on the youths, while reviewing

their comments and posts on Facebook and Naira land are the solidarist, activist, avenger,
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revolutionist, compromiser and encourager/circularist. These are analysed in different

subsections.
4.2.3.5.2 The Solidarist Identity

One of the talking points of the #Endsars protest was the solidarity among youths from
different works of live, ethnicity and religion. They all came together to campaign against an
institution of the nation that had wreaked havoc to their members. The fact tha@' could
mobilise themselves from different parts of the country is the first mf%\géé solidarist
identity, while the collective support that the group was able to gengrate on the subject and

. "

against the institution also proved the identity of solidarist. Eve the events, there is still

N\

solidarity among the youths condemning the actions of tl&#’emment against them during

the protest. Some dominant markers of the identity a 'thﬁcant in the excepts presented in

this section. . )\%
O

Punch Newspapers @ - Follow
October 20, 2021+ ©

[PHOTOS]#EndSARSMemarial: Car Procession Begins

bed

A car procession to honour the memory of the lives lost during the Lekki shootings of Tuesday, 20
October 2021 has begun at the Lekki Tollgate

Credit: Oluwafemi Dawodu

Plate 4.70: Facebook post 037

Source*®
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The solidarist identity is marked in Plate 4.70, using performative verbs and adjective. The
performative verb ‘honour’ is reserved for heroism and award or recognition of an act of
service, sacrifice or achievement. In this case, it is used to performatively index sacrifice. The
inference is that those who died during the protest paid the ultimate sacrifice for those who
were lucky to be alive; hence, the best they can do to show their solidarity is to consistently
honour them. Memory, on the other hand, is a collocating term for the verb tha:[ is_used to
indicate the action performed. Of course, ‘memory’ relates performatively to th: Xthat the
victims were alive at one point, and stood with them at the protest a n. ?hg@oint before
they were stopped living, as a result of the killing, making the.ir &wce a memory. The
performative act of killing is represented in the conceptual pe@tive metaphor, using the
possession as source. ‘Lives lost’ imply that these w'e@%élbly precious people to their
group that they cannot forget, hence, the relevant @%idarity through remembrance. It is

important to notes that that identity is ‘creic?%’he youth who were the main actors of the

protest, as well as the subject or ag&&' elled with the solidarist identity, not ‘punch

newspaper’, which appears to lf&th}@éker. The subscription on Plate 4.70, the ‘credit’ line,

is used to reference the orig%ﬂlweaker.

a N

Enioluwa Adecluwa - Follow e
: October 20, 2022 - &

Today we stepped out to honour the heroes we lost on 20.10.2020 for they will always be in our
hearts. @@

As young people we must understand that there is power in unity, to change policies, to shift
elections & to live better lives.

We must ensure that our voices are not only heard online but also in rooms where impact is
made.

#EndSarsMemorial2
#YoungVoicesMatter

Plate 4.71: Facebook post 038

Source?’
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Yul Edochie @ - Follow
October 20, 2022+

#endsarsmenmora
We will never forqet all our heroes wha lost their ives while asking for a better Nigeria.
May the struggle never be In vain,

20th Qctober 2020,

Plate 4.72: Facebook post 039

° \
\
48 : 425
Source &\

The inclusive — collective pronouns ‘we’ an.d@ are employed in Plates 4.71 and 4.72, to
show collective solidarity, while reiter: tin@quent lexical marker of the solidarist identity,
the performative act, ‘honour’, whi &been discussed in the previous data (Plate 4.70).
However, Plate 4.71, performaw marks remembrance, which is another term for memory
as expressed in Plategl®asing the behavioural performative act in a conceptual
metaphorical maﬁn\' e act of being ‘in our heart’ describes a strong form of solidarity,
and the i of their comrades is referenced in the nominal ‘heroes’, while reiterating
the @ of possession, ‘lost’. Plate 4.70 also introduces another lexical performative —
synonymous act for solidarity, which is ‘unity’. This is an apt term to captures what the
solidarist identity implies. To be in solidarity means being together, facing the same thing
together. The speakers implies that the youth experience is similar in this regard, though only

few were unfortunate to die in the process; the many who survived should then stand in

‘“unity’, that is, in solidarity, to continue to make their demands known.
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\ Falzthebahdguy - Follow
', October 20, 2022 - Q@

We will never allow our heroes to be disrespected with a shabby attempt to erase their legacy.
We will always remember & honor their unmatched bravery till the last breath.
Today, tomorrow, for ever.

#EndSars
#EndSarsMemorial
#EndSarsMemorial2

Plate 4.73: Facebook post 040 s

Source® &%\%

The solidarist identity marked in Plate 4.73 is of what was represented in the
previous plates. The lexical markers of the repre ﬁ)n of solidarity, ‘heroes’ and ‘honour’

are reiterated, but with stronger convmcm@%ﬁ;m ts, using negative — antonymous terms of
non-solidarity, ‘disrespect’, ‘shabby’@‘erase’ to performatively condemn any act of or
unwillingness to ‘honour’ the of the heroes, or to do it in a way that the effect or
goal will not be achieved. speaker uses collocating term for honour such as ‘legacy’ and
‘bravery’. The latte@g atively marked with intensity, using the adjective “‘unmatched’.
The inferenc Q every participant in the protest were brave, but the once who died, as

implied i@e performative metaphor, ‘till the last breath’ implies, paid the highest level of

‘brave
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e
Plate 4.74: Nairaland post 036 ,%’\QO
Source® "
2
NS

Politics / Re: Soyinka Survived Dictators, He Will Survive You - Moghalu To Obidients by ideylaff. 1:02pm On Apr 06

tichmond500:
Obidients do not have brains.
They want to dictate for everyone, ifyou criticize Obi, you will be attacked.

Even Alsha Yesufu who totally surrendered the €ndSars protestto Obi and i far much important to Obi popularity than al o them put
together could not escape thei fangs

Lets take a step back and retrace all these activities most obedients are bn accused of,

N

Plat@: Nairaland post 037

Source!
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i e T i e i

Really?

So you guys know allthese but claimed Bola Tinubu who was not even a governor then ordered the police to disrupt the #endSars protest?

Thatis the problem you guys have, you always think you tribe is wiser than others, you can defend your Igbo politicians and portray them as
good but see others from other regions as bad, mind you your politicians are the worst in the country.

Anyway | don't blame you guys, | only blame those fools that fall for you guys antics.

N\
Plate 4.76: Nairaland post 038

Source! %?.)

1 Like 2 Shares

The solidarist identity of the @n retrospect of the #EndSars — aggression, has been
factionalised owing to itsg%in«gling with politics. This performatively profile political
association, afﬁliatié)(&%ntity to be stronger that social group identity. In Plates 4.74 and
4.75, two respe notable figures during the #EndSars protest are charged with selective
solidarity. %se of their support for a political party. For instance, the selective identity
soli(@ is represented performatively as ‘EndSars gang of Labour Party’, the inference is
that the labelled faction of the #EndSars has been dissociated from the general clique, using a
negative marker of solidarity, ‘gang’, which has been associated with nefarious groups, to
represent them. The speaker also uses other negative performative acts to describe the group
like, the verbs, ‘steal” and ‘destroy’, the adjective, ‘lawless’ and the nominal ‘criminals’, with

the negative profile name, ‘yahoo boys’. In Plate 4.75, the speaker performatively marks
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transferred or bequeathed solidarity. Here, the selective solidarity is marked by the exclusive
personal pronoun, ‘they’, against the indefinite pronoun, ‘everyone’ and the distal second
person case, ‘you’. The implication is that the faction of the #EndSars protesters that are in
support of that political party and candidate have been dissociated from another group or
faction, which obviously supports another political party or candidate as seen in Plate 4.76,
using performative inferences. The speaker performatively downplays the agent’.s %Ab‘isha’s)
popularity, which is the symbol of her solidarity to both the protest and the poli%%rty she
is supporting. The speaker connects her popular solidarity to the #En . t, ignoring
her strong solidarity to the ‘Bring-Back-Our-Girls’ protest. The. ov llgnference is that the

youths — EndSars solidarists made a great mistake leveraging o@r political importunacy.

4.2.3.5.3 The Activist Identity Q&

The main purpose of the #EndSars aggression,@to protest against police brutality, as well
as the nefarious activities of the SA S% of the police. However, because the police
represented or was seen as an agennggovernment, it became imperative to leverage on the
protest to place demands on th:e})emment, which is one of the acts of activism. Apart from
making demands, the #@@1 'I:)rotest was tagged as a referendum against the government
security apparatuiQ approach, which was culminated by the mass shooting and killing of

the proteste@s opened a new wave of activism for justice for the victims, which was

carr';@@rious social media platforms, including Facebook and Nairaland.
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 Poltis Re: OB Needs To At This, by LaltB4 ) stamr e 1

bentenny.

Op..answer these questons...

According t the 1999 consEitutionwho does the GPtake orders rom..a sate governor or the president’
1 state o does te stae polic commissioner take rders from. che [GP or the stae governar?

Wiho appoints and POSES the state poice commissoner o tae...ne P or the state governor”

Plate 4.77: Nairaland post 039 . \%'\

A\
Source! . AQ')&%

The most controversial occurrence in the #EndSa@?%st is the question, ‘who ordered the

shooting at Lekki Toll-Gate’. Conceptual@y purpose of saving face, no government

functionary has agreed to have ordere%s illing of the youths at the Lekki Toll-Gate. The
speaker in Plate 4.77 employs col ive inferences performatively to fix the puzzle, and
justify the activism against g%wernment for killing its own citizens because of momentary
economic gains. T @ative inferences are draw from sequences in the Nigerian
Constitution, W%Qiis the overall template of performative acts of government at various
levels. The performative act of ‘taking orders’ is repeated at two interactional structures. It
can @ted that the sequence is in order of descendances, that is, from the top — the IGP,
which is the acronym for the Inspector General of Police, to the Commissioner. The
performative inference is that if the IGP ordered the shooting, then the authority came from

the president, and if the commissioner ordered the shooting, then the approval or instruction

came from the state governor. However, the fact that the shooting was perpetrated by the
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army, the broader question still persists in the mouths of the #EndSars activists, ‘who gave

the order?’

Ndubuisi Martins —_—
October 20, 2022 - @

Today, back in 2020, Naija wasted its bright
seeds. It added a third colour - blood - to

it/s. green & white. #EndSARS #SoroSoke

’
r

Plate 4.78: Facebook post 041 Cj@
>
Source’! Q)(b
w
The speaker in Plate 4.78 d'q%tq its activism to the entire entity that is the system, which is
responsible for se@)@% conditions for protest, which culminated to killing. The
performative a@& killing, is portrayed by the verb, ‘wasted’, which referenced to the
military %ﬁ implying killing someone without purpose or reason. In order words, the
spea@erformatively implies that the youths #EndSars protesters were killed without a just
cause. The use of the adjective ‘bright’ and the nominal ‘seeds’ are connotative of the
superficial profiling of the ‘youths as the future’ of the nation. In order words, any nation
who kills its future, has engaged in the act of wastage. Reference to the ‘third colour’ —
‘blood’, which is significantly red, signifies sacrifice; it is also linked to the wrapping of the

victims with the Nigerian flag which the protesters were holding. This has become
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emblematic for the #EndSars flag. The activist identity is marked using code mixing,
‘SoroSoke’, which interpreter implies speaking up against injustice. This is what informed the

motif of the #EndSars protesters.

\ Emeka Gift Official - Follow
= April10at107PM O

After #Endsars protest, the Nigerian masses have continued to face harassment & intimidation. In
many occasions got killed by Nigerian police, army or other armed security agents. Army & police
have become a government legalized terror institution against civilians in Nigeria,

On the 5th of April 2023 an Igho young business man was shot dead by a Nigerian police officer
for refusing to give 100 Nigerian naira as a bribe,

Onyi as called is a young Igbo man who got married ea... See more

N/
Plate 4.79: Facebook post 042 ‘ '@

Source>? Q)(b‘

The speaker in plate 4.79 ks,\the activist identity making reference to the denotative term
‘protest’, while stati g@%@taﬁvely, the performative acts of institutional victimisation,
superintended b&&@ ‘government’, as denotatively referenced or mentioned in the text. The
acts of protests are triggered by the ‘continued’ ‘harassment’ and ‘intimidation’. The speaker
note@ these were the same conditions that caused the #EndSars protest, using the
behavioural performative verb, ‘continued’. The speaker also qualifies the frequency of the
acts, using the indefinite quantifier ‘many’, and the pluralized nominal ‘occasions’. The
inference is that despite the initial protest, ‘activism’ against police brutality, nothing has
changed. Reference to the government denotatively shows the speaker blaming the

government for not intervening to stop the act. The speaker uses analogical performative
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sequence to justify his activism. This is reflected in the later part of the utterance. The
performative act of victimisation, in this case, with respect to murder or
institutionalisedkilling is repeated in ‘got killed’ and ‘shot dead’. There is also plight, as
strategy to blackmail the government in the midst of activism, representing pain in the killing
of a youth, performatively represented by an adjective, ‘young’, and the performative ‘got
married’ while indexation — profiling is used to indicate the fact that the lfilling was
unwarranted, as the victim is presented as a ‘business man’, implying that he wq'i;}( the so-
called ‘fraud star’ or ‘yahoo boy’ that the ‘police’ claim to be out to p ej is activism

against corruption in the ‘police’, as implied in the nominal ‘bribe@%vk\ich is the reference
point for the unjust ‘killing’. @
4.2.3.5.4 The Avenger Identity in Youth Aggressi%@

The #EndSars protesters in their post and go@nts show their inability to fight with the
apparatuses of the state or governme 'Qsj]oes not hinder their desire for vengeance for
those connected to or responsible f@elr protest and unfortunate loses. Thus, they express
wish to see them suffer some )t}m)of loses, and pain of their own in significant areas. The
youth hold politicians z@t l?le for their #EndSars suffering; thus, express some form of
vindication agaiq{ while commenting on their political ambition. This may be
responsibl@%@ transfer of or association of a faction of the #EndSars to the ‘Obidient’

mov he avenger identity also translates to celebrating the political, personal and

economic woes of the so-called politicians
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& Obatunde Bright Adetola s
Q& April 26 at 7:26 AM -

NS
S
Source>* Q@

The latter notion in the introductio'%t’o this section is averred by Plate 4.50. The

Plate 4.80: Facebook post 043

vindictiveness of some of the # nd@protesters performatively caused the massive support

received by the nomina&Q?l-dient’ movement. The speaker employs personified

performative act to Qf@%he avenger identity. For instance, the performative — nominal,
ar

‘spirit’ is used %E

personal pronoun, ‘he’, repeated in the following sentence. The performative act of a living

youth aggression and repeated for attention. This is parallel to the

thin@ar{(ed on the protest, giving the inference that the group will continue to find means
to ultimately hold people in government responsible for their pain to account. The alliterative
negative performative act, ‘don’t die’ is collocational to the performative act, ‘manifest’ in

the precedent clause.
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= Nnanna Idika Mba - Follow
% February 12- Q@

When you're forced to bow, bow very very low, hold that bitter memory until you take your
revenge.

May the blood of the innocent unarmed youths massacred at the #Lekkitollgate hunt their killers
as we go to the polls on the 25th February and March 11th.
Amen

#EndSARSProtest
#EndSARSMemorial

s e

o N
NV
Plate 4.81: Facebook post 044 . N
Ay
Source> QQ'&

The performative act of subjection as a causativ%&ii\ative sequence for vindication is
exemplified in Plate 4.81. the speaker opines\‘h%e that the response of the government is
subjugating, as represented by the egg;\\ative verb, ‘forced’, and the performative
infinitival, ‘to bow’, which is r ‘§' and modified using performative — repetitive
performative adjective, ‘very VMO show the intensity of the subjugation, and the fact that
the youth were powe@a :inst the machinery of the state. However, as clearly —
denotatively stat Qﬁate 4.81, the identity of avenger is indexed to nemesis and justice,
which is pe%glvely metaphorised by ‘the blood of the innocent’. The act of vengeance is
also ted metaphorically in the same expression, using game as source code, in ‘hunt
their killers’. The avenger identity is represented using denotative performative act in
‘revenge’, which is a synonymous term with vengeance. The speaker also employs plight as
interactional — performative strategy to lament about the events of the protest and the
shooting. This is reflective in the nominal, ‘that bitter memory’, withpeformative emphasis

on the adjective, ‘bitter’; and the performative verb, ‘massacred’. The latter implies

intentional and brutal murder of an already vulnerable group.
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s

/Pl Re D, MDCOM e or enency As Hoveremad Avats U CourtSentencey 2inhes g n ey

5 sentiments i gLt do s me. uncrtand e plgnt and e comgasonfor themandfor el g i
suldn et apoo Nieras xpens, e n e he il e e chrgeabless o spend an e il T el it

commite mes gt Py G QSRS o kg e oy, o v e romodions and appoiment, o
menion names, Bt for e st e, s 1 prevaling o 2 ol oot e e, mcompasonat and oy adout e caugter
i compassone and sy o llons o Nigerans i gong hrough s o e e e f e peple

Plate 4.82: Nairaland post 040
&
Source! QQ

The performative act of vengeance is represe.nge&rough supplication in plate 4.82. as a little

masthead of the comment, a servi tor during the #EndSars protest also complicit or

background to the interactional sequ;cg'f)}le plate, the political agent indexed on the
blamed in the Lekki massacreNenotative reported in Plate 4.82 using the performative,
‘committed’ and the n&!@.’?djectival act, ‘crime against humanity’. This senator was
apprehended for g{ gainst the human trafficking act, which would have been overlooked
in his coun%@ere it to happen there. The speaker in Plate 4.82, views his indictment,
arres @rosecution as some form of ‘vengeance’, which the speaker represents, using the
performative adjective, ‘justice’. The inference is that the actor has got what he deserved for
participating in the wrong against the Nigerian Youth. There is negative performative
inference and supplication in citing the spatial location, ‘outside Nigeria’. The inference, with
respect to the avenger identity is that justice is rare in the home country, while the
supplication is that vengeance or justice to the political elites who major roles in the protest

should be both within and outside the shores of the country.
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4.2.3.5.5 The Compromiser Identity

The events that succeeded the #EndSars protest, the robing of the protest into contemporary
politics have shown evidently and performatively that the essence of the protest, and the
sacrifice paid by the victims have been compromised. This clearly indicates the belief that it
will be difficult to force a meaningful impact through protest. In the same vein, the after-
reaction, three years down the line, many of the main perpetrators or frontliners of @otest
have taken new stance that reflect or imply compromise of what they .inié?%y stood for
during the EndSars standout, which reflect the identity of compromiser.‘%

.x@'\

U it Re WhyIs The APC Using The INEC Results For Propaganda? by Freedomfromehe. 242om 0n Apr 16

favordtd:

And sine they came o power, they have had o deal it Trrrstpob & polical sponsored nsurection (ndSars) olowed by Oident
propaganda via a purported clian coup,

Al every e,

2
e
Plate 4.83: Na1ra1€1{i ost 041
Q

Source! é }

Q

The s er in Plate 4.83 denotatively and inferentially represents a compromised stance
about the EndSars protest. The verb, ‘sponsored’ is used to performatively shows that the
speaker has changed their perspective from the honest intention acclaimed at the period of the
protest. The speaker goes forward to profile the protest, using the nominal performative
‘insurrection’, which has a negative connotation of disturbance and illegality. This gives the

inference that the speaker is in support of the government’s action against the protesters, and
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the order to shoot and kill the protesters. The performative act of insurrection connotes that
whatever forceful action is applied is totally deserved by the insurrectionist, in this case, the
#EndSars protesters. The speaker justifies their negative profiling of the protest by equating
the #EndSars protest to ‘IPOB’, which they profile, using the performative adjective
‘terrorist’. If any worse, the speaker’s inference is that the EndSars protest was as dangerous

&

(2 olitics / Re: Nigerian Government Admits Ighos Were Asked To Come Down From Buses In Sudan by Godwind444: 8:52am 0n May 04

and outlawed as the secessionists.

CorrectionFLuid:
Ifyou are gbo, and you join them in any pro Nigeria protest, or even tweet about it, may stray bullet locate you.

If they cry one south, and you go join, same fate awaits you.

If you participated in the @ndsars charade, and you are still alive, you owe death a debt that you will pay in any other pro Nigeria protest
that you make your useless self available in.

epainam

Presidency u won't gef, Biafra u won't still get

\'x
Plate 4.84: Nairalan@)&%
N
Source! Q

Anq@%promising — after-perspective of the EndSars protest is presented in Plate 4.84.
The speaker here uses the metapragmatic performative act as interactional strategy to profile
the #EndSars protest as a misguided ‘Southern agenda’. The metapragmatic act of swearing,
as seen in the modality, ‘may’ is used to performatively compromise position from solidarity
to regret, following acclaimed victimisation by Southerners whom they shared the platform

of the EndSars protest together. The speaker makes reference performatively to ‘bullet’,
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qualifying it with the adjective ‘stray’, implying justification that the killings during the
protest were unintentional. A change in perspective about the authenticity of the protest is
conveyed by the nominal, ‘charade’, which is a performative feature of relevance to fake
identity. The inference in ‘charade’ is the compromised opinion that the EndSars protest and
the protesters bore a fake identity. Connoting that the protesters owe death a debt gives the
inference that the speaker now justifies the killing, against the earlier condemnation, and

wished more or all the protesters were killed. Q‘)i\

4.2.3.5.6 The Divisive Identity ‘%\

As it applies to the youth identity in Nigeria, there is a conce@v?dely represented in
protests that the entire persons in one group cannot bg i@ﬁport of the same ideology or
perspective. It is often found that when one side OK%S%\B pushing a claim, there is always
another group objecting the claim. In relation {&e EndSars protest, despite the opinion that
they were fighting the group’s commo inQ_e)}, the interactants portray politically motivated
subgroups or breakout groups to 1 ate and criminalise the protest, and then use that to
justify brutal responses to the pM. This action results to the identity of division among the
youth group. Another @y ?of the divisive identity is represented by the transfer of

solidarity from th‘e\‘ to the side of the so-called oppressors of the EndSars discourse due

to politicah%g as represented in the following plates.
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”f---- Levite Gaino Eze Nwabulo

1] ld 6

Imagine same people weh for 2020 End 5ARS and Lekki Toll-Gate Massacre dey protest and shout
"SORO SOKE - SOR0 SOKE", D55 should arrest this person, arrest dat person. Na thesame people
now come dey campaign and dey plan to vote for same people weh Dem bin dey shout make
D55 arrest.

All of una na big MUMU@ = @

1}9 3 7 comments

) Like (J Comment /& Share

Plate 4.85: Facebook post 045 ,&%’\
Source® &\

The speaker in Plate 4.85 suggests that there @1 form of consensus among the youths to
transfer the anger of the EndSars protest t@bé election process. These inform, symbolically,

the speaker’s disappointment that lle one group of the sect is trying to uphold that

agreement, a breakout group i& ‘campaigning’ for the same people who they believed
.\

oppressed them, as e@a ively represented in the nominal ‘massacre’. The divisive
identity is mark Qrmatively by contrast, using piginised expressions, ‘same people’,
interpreted%game group, and another group respectively; it is also marked using parallel
pigni Qrbs like, ‘campaign for’, ‘plan’ and ‘to vote for’. The general identity is
performatively marked by foregrounding, that is, using the capitalised code-mixed expression,
‘SORO SOKE’, which represents the performative act of speaking up against the oppressors.
In order words, the passage of time and event, as well as the new temporal which is the
political dispensation has produced two identities, the solidarists, those who stand by the

determination to undo the present politicians, and the divisive identity, those who have pulled

out to support the oppressors.
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@ Nigeria Info 99.3 was live.
October 15, 2020 @

- Let's talk about the thugs attacking EndSARS protesters in Lagos, while in Abuja, the FCT
Security Committee says protests are banned. That's interesting since the Supreme Court has said
protests are a right.

- Then let's talk about churches and pastors voicing their support for the End SARS protests,
- And THEN, let's talk about the APPEAL Court's ruling on Tuesday that the new... See more

@*\
8
Source! \%‘.\%

The divisive identity is marked in the opening utterance in t @h-related sense, and in the

Plate 4.86: Facebook post 046

second utterance in the institution-based sense. First t‘i@%mg utterance implies that there
was division among the youth during the En protest. While some of the youths,
performatively represented as ‘protesters @ %‘[estlng, some, performatively represented
as, ‘thugs’ were mobilised to attack the, The inference is that the so-called ‘thugs’ are also
from the youth class. The perf verb, ‘attacking’, is used to portray the divisive act or
identity. The only way t @a attacking’ the protesters is to show that they were not in
alignment with the & EndSars protest. The spatial index, ‘Lagos’, which is directly
mentioned i t@ late justifies the basis of the institutional divisive tendency that is
portraye e second utterance. The inference is that the ‘protest’ happened in Lagos,
whe@ould not be institutionally stopped, and was institutionally denied of happening in
‘Abuja’, even against the law. Which is performatively marked in the pronouncement of the
‘Supreme Court’, the highest court in the land. This also gives the inference that the divisive

identity that succeeded the EndSars protest was occasioned and instigated by the government,

who were classified with the oppressors in the #EndSars discourse.
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@ Fearless Akpan is with Kenneth Ekanem Snr and 7 others.
e February 24+ 9

BREAKING NEWS...
The hoodlums found.

| am directed to bring to the notice of the public that the hoodlums that stole people properties,
vandalized government buildings and even burnt police station during #ENDSARS2020 protect
has been found.

We can all recalled that during October 2020 some passionate youth in Nigeria came out from
every state in Nigeria to protests for #EndSARS and police brutality.

All this was that they wanted their voice to be heard and they needed a change in the country
called Nigeria wish they all own.

It was unforgettable move that had never happen before, the unity among the youth was alarmic
and terrifying.

The government opted to kill them than to give them the change they were looking for hmmm
Nigeria was seriously bleeding.

The elders were the one who ordered the killing of their young ones.

Then some hoodlums who had no passion for the country, who were only hanging around to
steal people's phone, who had no vision for the moves steps in and start stealing.

&

Plate 4.88: Facebook post 047 %
Source’® \;b

The divisive identity is 6@% in Plate 4.88, using different performative strategies. First,
the speaker uses %’ rofiling to identify the two youth-groups. On the one hand, there is
the legitim@est group, which the speaker refers using the performative adjectival,
‘passi %youth’ to represent; on the other hand, there is the divisive group, which the
speaker profiles, using the performative nominal, ‘hoodlums’. Second, the speaker uses
descriptive performative actions to justify their profiled identity. For instance, the hoodlums’
are attributed with the performative acts, ‘stole’, ‘vandalised’ and ‘burnt’, which are actions
that totally contrasted the original intention of the ‘protest’, while the legitimised group is
qualified by the performative nominals, ‘voice’ and ‘change’, acts that described the position
or intention of the ‘protest’. The third is the transfer the same representation to the institution
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that the protest was against. The speaker using inferential connotative labelling to refer to the
government, which is also performatively nominalised as ‘elder’, as a killer, and associates it

with the performative act of ‘killing’.
Thrigade:

Seems u lack basic comprehension of d point he penned down...the above factors and indicies spotted are not of any regional hackground
.ney are realfactors affecting north south east and west,..ok .d north and south west are not immune to Dem..

They wor'tjoin. id the northernregion oined the £@NASarS sage?
Fen the 4€NCISAFS saga it hold i al southern states

Plate 4.89: Nairaland post 043 . QQ)

Source! Q'Q\

The divisive identity, in relation to group@ sion, is inter-sectional and intra-sectional, as
performatively marked in Plate 4.%@ is noteworthy that the speaker references the
sectionalisation of Nigeria int(')xggr)ous regions, two of which are represented on the plate,
using direct indexical, ¢ m’ and ‘Southern’. The inference is that the youths of the
regions are diVisive@eral matters, including the ‘EndSars’ protest, and political alliance.
The divisiv '@y is performatively marked by the negator ‘not’, the auxiliary verb,
‘won’t’ @ic is also clitised with the same negator, and the performative verbs, ‘join’,
Whi(® also marked by the past tense marker, to show divisiveness as a recurrent issue
among the youths, and the performative verb ‘hold’. In other words, youths in the North do
not respond in the same way as those in the South when it comes to certain issues; in the
same vein, youths in the South are subdivided in their response to the same issues. Even on
issues that concern them directly, such as the EndSars protest, the youths across the regions,

or even in the same region, behaved differently, or took different positions. The speaker
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opines that while some took to the street, others in other regions, or the same regions had a

different response.

BlueRayDick

This is dead on arrival!

You saw how €ndsars protests ended ; these planned "non-violent " protest just needs local politicians to pay thugs to cause pocket of
Violence In the protest grounds . Boom! Curfew will be declared and the people will have two choices to either vacate the protest grounds or
suffer the fate of youths who were shot at on October 20 2020

Plate 4.90: Nairaland post 044 . $
Source! QQ

The speaker in Plate 4.90 uses topicalisat%'&a symbolic strategy to represent the effect of
the divisive identity. The performati\%ﬁ,' ‘dead’ is used to portray the fact that the divisive
identity is not a positive nor a}@kessive identity. The reference pronoun, ‘you’ is used to
point to agents outside %o'ﬁp, while the EndSars protest is performatively used as a
template to portray @ify the divisive tendency that succeeds protests. The divisive act is
performative @'esented in the nominal ‘thugs’, while the speaker represents the opinion
that %@si e group identity is politically motivated. This is for the sake of disuniting the
youths,because of the fear of the success that their agitation can cause. The speaker uses
performative indexation, pointing out performative action that justifies the ‘thug’ agent

mentioned, that is, the adjective ‘violence’.
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4.2.3.5.7 The Edifier/Campaigner Identity

The youths have the social media space for multifarious kinds of communications. In times of
aggression, such as the EndSars protest, some of the protesters use the event as basis for
enlightening other people to take certain actions. For instance, the EndSars protest was used
to edify youths about who they should vote for, what they should do and the part they should
play in a nation that berates their interest and demand. The youth-interacts on Fat and
Nairaland use group edifier or campaigner strategy to influence others’ beli %&spectives
and actions, using an aggressive experience as point of reference. In sﬁ%ases, the edifier

and campaigner identity are taken together, while they can be dissoéia "in some utterances.

L

@ Dorcas Bidolwu Jewel
October 20, 2022 - Y

Incase we have forgotten so soon,let me refresh our minds a little bit because | was fully involved
in the end sars protest that took place in my location.
We saw all that happened most of us came out for this protest until it was eventually hijacked.

They saw revolution about to happen and they blocked it because some of you decided to
compromise.

You know what? It's still going to be you and | at the end of the day who will still be victims of
bad leadership which cuts cross different sectors including everything involved in your japa
process.

As we approach the forth coming election,do not forget to vote with your conscience.

May the souls of those who died fighting for a better Nigeria continue to Rest In Peace. J,

20-10-2020

FLNO5ars

%

Plate 4.91: Facebook 048

Source >’
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The speaker in Plate 4.91 combines the edifier and campaigner identity, using it as a
sequence. First, as edifier, the speaker reminds the youths of the Endsars protest and the
consequences they endured or suffered. The edifier identity is marked with the performative
verbal expression, ‘have forgotten’, and the adverb, ‘so soon’, on the one hand, and the
performative verb, ‘refresh’. The speaker provides justification for edifying the youth to act
against the ruling class, who were labeled as the oppressors. As campaigner, ‘Ehe speaker
opines that the fallout of the EndSars protest should be a referendum agains@gXolitical
elites. The utterance gives the inference that the speaker wants the y . onsider the
EndSars massacre in the decision of the next leaders. The same s@ic\ations, modified by
the negator ‘not’. The campaigner identity is performative@ﬁrayed by the nominal,
‘election’ and the verb, ‘vote’. The condition for ‘Votirfgérepresented by the performative
adjective, ‘conscience’. The inference in using thi@%ative act is that ‘conscience’ is not
totally devoid of certain consideration(s). %ﬁ)is case, the speaker’s consideration is
represented performatively in the last t%'gn)e. this is seen in the performative — metonymy
act ‘souls’ represents people, @maﬁc indexation is used in the performative verb,
‘died’ to signify the conse%g\e of the EndSars protest. There is religious inference in the
use of ‘souls’, whicb@erate the faith-based argument that the soul of man continues to

live after dying hﬁ@ca ly.

QQ
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“ Grace Kadiri .
Q 1d-

In 24hrs Nigerians would be deciding the fate of this country, through our PVC and civil rights.

Flease remember all the sacrifices and lives lost during the end SARS protest, here is our chance,
to honour the hero's that lost their lives during the peaceful protest Oct 20th 2020,

Byears from now | will be 32years old, no longer a Corper but now a married woman with kids and
my family by God's Grace.

| would not want my unborn kids coming into this nation to suffer worst situations than what we
are currently going through.

Today we are buying naira with naira for outrageous price@. imagine if you vote the wrong
leader tomorrow or refuse to go out to vote what will you children face???,

The last 3 days of this week |'ve sacrifice 1t fasting and interceding for Nigeria because............

Migeria will be greati!l!

° QV
Plate 4.92: Facebook post 049 Q@

Source 3 C‘@

The speaker in Plate 4.92 portrays thq@baigner identity, viewing the revolutionary powers
that the youth electorates have«g&cide the faith of leaders — those who are contesting
ni

political offices. The sa fication in Plate 4.91 is deployed in Plate 4.92, using the

youth aggressive ac@%is for deciding on who to support or vote for in the election. In this
case, the plve act of reminiscence is used to signify the condition for voting. This is
marl%l@th performative verb, ‘remember’, while the death of the youths during the
‘EndSaps’ protest is nominalized as ‘sacrifice’. The performative verb, ‘lost’ is used to
reminisce on the killing or massacre as it is often referred. In other words, transferring the
aggression into voting choice will be a way to immortalise or performatively ‘honour’ the

people that were ‘lost’” during that period.
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(2 Politics / Re: Why Won't You Be Voting On Saturday? by fitinwell; 10:31pm On Feb 23

I will Cast my VOTE because it's my Civic Responsibility...

I pray my Vote for Labour Party will not be in Vain.. inshallah.. in Jesus Name Amen

We most protect this Vote ooo
No story..
We did not forget all the Killings and Suffering in the Last 7yrs couple with Hardship and hunger...

ASUU STRIKE PROMAX

CRUDE OIL THEFT

Percentage Salaries

Zero Mass Employment Opportunities

Zero Federal Mortgage Scheme

Zero Electricity Supply, National Grid break down multiple of times in the Last 7yrs
NEPA ESTIMATED BILLING

Forex hit the highest in history times

Border Closures

Twitter Ban

Cryto Ban

Kidnapping on the Rise

Cattle herders invasion and killing in all the communities

~

Plate 4.93:‘@1and post 045
Sourc@

Apparently, the youths are not only vindictive of the killing of their comrades during the

#EndSars’ protest, but also dissatisfied with a long list of government-induced problems,

which the speaker in Plate 4.93 mentions using performative acts or descriptions for every

content. Every problem has a collocating act, which are also denotatively represented on the

plate. The inclusive pronoun, ‘we’ is used by the speaker to identify the supposed solidarity
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of the youths, and the campaigner identity. The speaker is directly campaigning against the
ruling party that presided on the massacre of the youths during the EndSars protest, and

caused all the problems that are listed and performatively portrayed.
4.3. Discussion of Findings

The entire chapter has focused on the analysis of data and discussion of the findings of this
research. This was done in four broad sections, each focusing on the symbolic — i@ional
factor that determine the representations and the variables of identities KQ% evident in
Facebook and Nairaland discourses. These symbolic areas are a ,‘ﬁer, ethnicity or
religion, and aggression, particularly focusing on the #EndSar@%?which has lingered
for so long in the social media space. Each of the Symb(&%ctors in the representation of
identity constituted the sections in this chapter, Kﬁ&@e identities that were represented
were analysed in respective subsections unde&%symbolic interactional averring factors®’.
The analysis was conducted identifyin thQ)j)}ormative acts that project, justify, explain, or
describe the identity representati gQ'

entified. The following chapter discusses these

performatives in the ways thmy affect the identity representations that constitute the

'}
findings of this researchQQ

Findings shog %\bhere are four macro factors that attract or underscore the representations

of identity mutually in Facebook and Nairaland discourses. These factors are age, gender,
ethn@r religion and group aggression. The study finds that these factors or variables are
generic subject matters of interactions in the social media space, especially on Facebook and
Nairaland. This is the justification for selecting the data in the first place. Each of these macro
variables are inter and meta-discursive. The implication is that these factors relate to
conceptual issues that could be regarded as the micro conditions or factors that attract, in

themselves, arguments and shades of representations about self (self-identity) and others
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(others-self-identity). Findings show that these conceptual issues - factors are credited for the
representations of identity in the two dominant social media platforms studied. Findings
reveal that the conceptual issues around age that conditioned identity include ‘change’, which
applies to individuals, group or even time. Change is, in the data, reflective of social status,
personal growth, personal or group relationship, position or productivity, whether positive or

negative.

&

%\%

224



10.
1.

12.
13.
14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

Endnotes

P. Etteh, Nigerians Personality Profile Nigeriagalleria:
https://www.nigeriagalleria.com/Nigeria/PersonalityProfiles/Prominent
Nigerians/Patricia-Etteh.html 2023. Available Online.

J. Adedeji, Relationships. 2023. Available Online.www.facebook.com.

V. Fehintola Crime, 2023, Available Online
www.nairland.com/crime/yahoo/B/revealshowhespentN22mcollectedfrombritishlady

AvailableOnline,www.facebook.com/princeidentityskullpidk

P. Pidk, Feeling Motivated, 2012, ;&
O. Olasunkanmi, Fix Pix.2023, Available E\QO

Online,www.olabodeyoungbossopeyemiolasunkanmi

D. Dupe, Romans\Dating, 2023, Available . )ﬁ'\
Online,www.nairaland.com/Romans/Dating/Dupe&X. %'\

M. Aneni, Grateful. 2023, Available Online, WW.W& ok/MonicalyereAneni.
O. Ayinla. Chemotherapy. 2023, Available %@VWW.facebook/OlumideAyinla
W

facebook/PraiseAjayi.

O.David, Birthday 2023, Availablf')'

P.Ajayi, Birthday 2023, AvailableOnline.
%ww.facebook.com/OshinPhinidyDaVid.

S. Adewunmi, Prayer, 2023,

Available Online, www, ac@%lmaginaﬁonSaheedAdewunmi.

G. Cobola, Agent, 20 3§gﬂable Online,www.nairaland.com/GloriousCobola.

I.Valentine, Gra %gilable Online,www.facebook/IkechukwuValentine

M. Mallam, Rraying. 2023, Available
Onlinew acebook.com/McmallamDanlamiefin.

5

N.
N@N BatchC,2020,AvalableOnline.www.nairaland.com/Jobs/Vacancies/NpowerBa
.How to Apply.

R. Reference, The Consequences of Dogara’s Endorsement of Atiku among NE
Christians. 2021, Available Online, www.nairaland.com.

J. Aparghe, Leadership in the Country. 2023, Available Online, www.facebook.com

A Cynthia. Ignorance 2023. Available Online
www.facebook.com/Dr.CynthiaA.BondHopson

O.Solomon. Feeling Thought 2023.Available Onlinewww.facebook.com.

O. Ogbuefi, Chathan House, 2023. Available Onlinewww.nairaland.com/politics

225



21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

30.

31.
32.
33.

34.
35.
36.
37.

38.

39.

40.

41.
42.

R. Rubyplus, The Culture Lounge2015.Available  Online
www.nairaland.com/TheCulturalLounge

S. Sageb Politics 2022. Available Online.
www.nairalamd.com/politics/whyareijawpeoplemarghindisedandmaltreatedinondo

V.Ekele,Igala.2022.Available
Onlinewww.nairaland.com/Igala: ThePlightoflgalapeopleinAnambraState.

T. Oduntayo, Religion. 2023, Available Onlinewww.facebook.com/TheSeun

Oduntayo

G. Bamgbose, Religion. 2020, Available Online \
www.facebook/GariGabAbisoyeBamgbose. Q‘)&

B. Akinyemi, Politics. 2023, Available Online é \

www.nairaland.com/politics/petitionagainstTinubu.

P. Plaindealer. Politics.2023, Available Online %'\
www.nairaland.com/politics/ApostleChikaOnuzolssuesD, O‘sgx

J. Juman. Politics.2022, Available Online www. na @com/pohtlcs/Governor
Ademola Adukespeaks Igbo &

R. Jendor. Politics. 2023,Available Q
Onlinewww.nairaland.com/politics/Baahpeoplelaunchattacksonlgbopeople

N. Francis.Tribe. 2023, Available lﬁsgaw.nalraland.com/NathFrancis

S. Giwa. Religion. 2022, Available Online www.facebook.com/shamseddinGiwa
O. Motunrayo. Internati na@br‘nen 'sDay.2022, Available Online
www.facebook.com/Op&{gbOlupitanMotunrayo

E. Aso. Congratul 2023, Available Online www.facebook.com/EdichAso
A.Samson. Po il%. 23, Available Online www.facebook.com/AbuSamson

C.Ray, nce. 2021, Available Online. www.nairaland.com/Romance/Achat.

B. ™ Gender Equality vs Male Chanvinism. 2023, Available Online.

cebook.com/BenKorir.

Q Michael. The Vulnerably of the Male Gender. 2020, Available Online.

www.facebook.com/EbituMichael

A. Ebo. National Assembly. 2023, Available
Online.www.facebook.com/AdikSamuelEbo

A.Victor. Sex for Grades. 2019, Available Online.
www.facebook.com/AmusanKayodeVictor

C.Riley. Relationship. 2016, Available Online. www.facebook.com/CatRiley

R.Lyne. Hatred. 2023, Available Online. www.facebook.com/RebeccalLyne.

226


http://www.nairaland.com/politics/Governor

43.
44,
45.
46.
47,

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.
53.
54.

55.
56.

57.
58.

59.
60.

S.Adeleye,Parenting. 2020, Available Online. www.facebook.com/SheriffatAdeleye
K.Madugba. Gender. 2021, Available Online.www.facebook.com/KingsleyMadung
A.Givers, Strategy. 2023, Available Online. www.facebook.com/Anjahmbogivers.
M.Louw. Women Empowerments 2023, Available Online. www.facebook.com

O. Dawodu. Endsars Memorial. 2021, Available Online.
www.facebook.com/punchnewspaper

E. Adeoluwa, Endsars Memorial.2021, Available Online.
www.facebook.com/ErioluwaAdeoluwa

Y. Edochie, Endsars Memorial. 2022, Available Online. Q}&

www.facebook.com/YulEdochie ; ¢ \QO

F.Falana, Endsars Memorial. 2022, Available Online.
www.facebook.com/Falzkenbandguy ‘6.\

C. Cyberteror. Politics.2023, Available
Onlinewww.nairaland.com/politics/whymysonFoyzE asGovernment
N. Martins, Endsars. 2022, Available Online. w %acebook.com/N durbussMartins

E.Gift, Endsars. 2023, Available Online. wWww facebook.com/EmekaGift

O.Adetola, Endsars. 2023, Available® %

www.facebook.com/ObatundeBrightAdetola

N.Mba, Endsars. 2023, Avail inine. www.facebook.com/NnannaldikaMba

L.Nwabulo, Endsars. 2%&2&1%16 Online.

www.facebook.com/Levité@ainoEzeNwabulo

F.Akpan. Endsars@? Available Online. www.facebook.com/FearlessAkpan
2022, Available Online.

D. Jewel. Er%cy@
www.facebooK:com/DorcasBidokwulewel.

G.l@@lection. 2023, Available Online. www.facebook.com/GraceKadiri

ifornia Press.1986.

@umer. Symbolic Interactionism: Perspective and Method. London; University of
1

227



Chapter Five
Conclusion
5.1 Summary of Findings

This section is devoted to the review of the findings of this research. This is carefully
summarised in paragraphs, and in a way that evaluate the research questions that*wé‘@set at
the beginning of this study. In other words, the section discusses the findings xespect to
the forms of social identity represented in mediated communicaf%}at orms, using
Nairaland and Facebook as examples; the factors that underly or c@o’ﬁ the construction or
representation of identity in Facebook and Nairaland, in@ factors that validate or
invalidates certain forms of identity representations; h@istic markers of these identities,
in other words, the linguistic choices, includi g% performative acts that justify such
representations; and lastly, the pragma@%\' rs or features that are evident in the
representation of the identity Variableci-%F acebook and Nairaland posts and comments. It is
fitting to begin with the secon@zce Identifying the macro and micro factors or features

of identity representations jif~thedata.

Age also raises eg?of stability, which is bidirectional to maturity and responsibility.
These issu%@m the presentation of opinions on celebration, personal relationship and
othe that are evident of emotional and physical acts. Of course, the study finds that
the social media is a platform for projecting congratulatory and celebrating messages about
individuals, the content of the messages, which are in form of posts, and responses to posts,
are reflective of not only self-identity, but also a range of the above issues. They explain the
reason for celebration, the responses or perspective(s) of self and others about the reason for
celebration, and reflect the position — status of the identity subject. In terms of status, three

conditions are accountable for identity positions. These are condescending status, stabilised
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status, and the progressive status. For youths in the social media space, age decides the
respective status that one is or would be, hence the identity variable that they have been

profiled with.

The second macro factor that underly the conceptual issues that mark identity in Facebook
and Nairaland interactions is ethnicity or religion. Findings show that the ethnic and religious
affiliations of youths in Nigeria are meddled with certain political and hegemonic ’t@lcies.
Findings establish the link between religion and ethnicity and conce.pt\é'%ﬁctors like
privileges, possessions, heritage, entitlements and denial of entitlement are the hub of
significant identity representations in the discourses. Finding&\%%)w.\ that social media
interactants maintain or consolidate their ethnic and religi&%&d&vides or affiliations. While

they are united on certain fronts that are outside th§@0f religion and ethnicity, they are
i

egregious of their ethnic and religious affiliation, ¥indings show that Facebook and Nairaland

interactants are defensive of their ethniQr?&rehgious biases. Findings show that ethnic
sentiments are stronger and more heg@l\ic that religious in the formation of identity. The
implication of this is that theé\'g)a new wave of ethnicity that has been woven into the
political system, which Q&Ss" verbal or strategic suppression, even among the youth
population that ma@@e social media space. This tends to defeat any form of cooperation
or solidarity the youthful generation, ethnicity or religion is often deployed for

ic reasons in social media interactions.

opportun%

The study’s findings show that gender is deployed as a macro factor in conditioning identity
in social media. Since Facebook and Nairaland are common places for mutual convergence
of the male and female genders, it is often taken for granted that the way they use language
projects their gender identity. Peculiarly, this study finds that there are cross-sectional

identity representations that are tied to gender. Hence, the question of profiling gender, which
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this study conceptualises as gender tagging, is fast undergoing changes in the social media
space. For instance, while males have been previously tagged with chauvinism, it is
discovered in this study that there is female chauvinism, which are marked by the feeling of
independence or self-dependence and ‘productiveness’ that are the conceptual basis for

identity representations by Facebook and Nairaland users.

The last macro factor for the representation of identity in social media handles is Bu'{@.round
the common experience that the interactants, who are largely youths.faégﬁarticularly
together. The most defining of these experiences is the #EndSars r\test. This was
conceptualized in this study as ‘group (youth) aggression’. Fo‘r@)i'r\l the history of the
nation and the youth themselves, one event — police brutalit ost forced a revolution. The
contribution to this study is that it became a fund @deﬁning factor for concepts that
determined identity positions of the youth. The s'§can‘[ conceptual averring factors found
in this study include grievance, solidar@}}kority and interference, especially by the
oppressive class. These issues led to rmation of the identity variables that were found
with respect to the group aggé&ipn identity. It was discovered that group identity, when

mingled with other form aitity factors, is not so indefatigable. For instance, political

influence or the att@ merge political association with group identity among the youths,

generated @ identity that eventually became divisive.

In te@ghe identity labeled, which aligns with the second objective, findings in this study
isolates them to the macro and micro factors; only the macro factors will be referred to
subsequently to keep the discussion reflective. The identity representations conditioned by
the factor of age include age condescender, progressor, Regressor and Leveler. The identity
‘age as condescender’ is bidirectionally positioned. The entity ‘age’ or the agents are often

regarded as the identity subject. Age itself being, a condescender, is presenter as the natural
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definitive cause for people’s positions, while for the agent, it is used to capture the fallibility,
and vulnerability. Age is also responsible for retrogression and progression, which are like
two sides of the same coin. The ‘progressor’ and ‘regressor’ identity is marked on social
media agents, and are referred to when speaking to an event, such as birthday celebration,

among others. For the leveler identity, it is the social agents that carry the position.

The second groups of identities are related to ethnicity or religion. The identities Ia@ed are
ethnic chauvinist, opportunist, entitlement. As reported earlier, the findings. s}%‘\at there is
still ethnic bigotry among the youths as a result of influence of politics_in everything that
concerns ethnicity. Religion and ethnicity, as discovered havé 5@5&3 basic reasons for
claiming privileges, which falls under ‘entitlement’. The ent@vent objective is close to the
opportunistic identity. In this case, the religious a @ enthusiast — bigots use them to
annex certain opportunities or entitlements. This sequences to two identities that dominate the
findings of this research, which are the @\:&'e identity and liberalist identity. Under the
divisive identity the study discovered@'he social media space, Facebook and Nairaland, is
as divisive as the immediate SM and one of the reasons for such division is ethnocentric

and religious sentiments, ed with everyday political partisanship.

N
The major identi&fcig'rznat are conditioned by gender are chauvinist, welfarist, seducer,
dependentfl%endent, and patroniser. A significant finding here is that some of these
ide % gender normative, while some are cross representational. However, there is an
on-going attempt to break normative barriers, especially in the profiling of genders with a
normative form of identity. For instance, gender chauvinist identity, which is normative to
male, and marked by patriarchy, and superior actions. This is contested in Facebook and
Narialand by female participants, leading to a new wave of female chauvinism, marked by

feelings of exceptionality, superior intelligence and domestic cum societal value, for instance
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in Plate 4.58, where the componential action is used to foreground ‘female as right’ in every
situation involving a ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ male, and male as ‘wrong’ in every occasion that

involves a ‘right” or wrong male.

The patroniser identity is marked by the acts of approbation and approval, which is
demonstrated in every post or comment about festivity or celebration of any kind that are
considered as the conceptual factors (acts) underscoring the patroniser identity* Bhis is
represented as a cross representational identity. Birthday and anniversary.p@%ﬂ posts of
certain achievements or successes. The patroniser identity is also reflective i commiseration,
and sweet-talking tendencies for the purpose of attracting® @rg Another identity
representation is the welfarist, which is profiled as a female @stlty, except in rare instances
that it can be traced to males. The same form of rep s@n is seen for the seducer identity.
Mostly, the seducer identity, as found in the dat éepresented by marked photoshoots, or
‘selfies’ that conspicuously reveal certair@ajbo the male or female physiognomy for the
purpose of ‘inviting’ or tempting th@r gender. Hence, the seducer identity is to some

extent cross-gender. The se&@ identity is also revealed by captions and textual

foregrounding of certain atts or ‘sexual’ procedures.

N
Lastly for the idev{iigrélations to gender, there is the dependent/independent identity, which
is relative‘%e gender depending on the other or not depending as the case may be.
Fin@ this study show that the dependent/independent identity is translational to
ideological stance. For instance, it was reinforced in the study that one gender, profiled as the
female gender, is considered to be the dependent of the two genders. However, this is fast
change from a normative representation, considering that there are more independent women
in contemporary societies. The study also finds that the dependent/independent identity

determines people’s perspectives or feel about gender relations.
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The last macro factor or condition for the representation of identity is the group aggression,
which produced the solidarist, activist, avenger, revolutionist, compromiser and
encourager/circularist identities. The solidarist identity is marked by youths ‘coming
together’, group mobilisation, group reminiscence, and group participation. The most
dominant issue marked with the solidarists is the commemoration of the EndSars massacre,
which is often precludes the memorial for the youths who were killed. The rgvczh&tionist
identity in the youths encapsulates the revolutionary tendency that is building up(ﬁsﬂ'\ﬁ youth.
The EndSars protest, which was the main basis for tagging the youth a . ~ig&len‘[ity, can
be said to be a foundation for youth ‘activism’; for once in the rzat‘i\‘ thg: entire youth stood
up in solidarity to push for a kind of revolution in the ‘police’,@\heir activism was voided

due to certain political factors, which would be pointed 6]@%@ next section.

Q
For the activist identity, findings revealed that 'c@esponds with aggression and protest.
The protest was against ‘police brutality’@he government’s response to the situation of
the country at that time. Findings in@ludy show that the factors that caused the protest
still persist in contemporary sc%'ﬁt}, and the EndSars protest has a remnant in form of the
activist identity, consiste amanding justice and continuously holding government to
account. This is alsQijQ way, connected to the avenger identity. The youths as avengers,
associate tl}%@ consequences to every action, especially political choice of who to vote
for or suppert.”Findings, in the avenger identity, show that the EndSars protest gave birth to
the &ient’ movement in the political landscape of Nigeria. The youths were ready to,
under that platform, avenge all the ills melted to them during the End Sars protest, which the
blame exclusively to government officials. Findings also show that youth aggression identity
is polarised. Identity polarity among the youths is sponsored by the oppressors. To this end,

there is the compromiser identity. The study finds that some of the youths have wholly or

partly forfeited the purpose of the EndSars protest. This has also given birth to the
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encourager/circularist identity. Because there is a growing number of youths who have lost
track of the EndSars protest intentions, a group of individuals in the same group, have taking
the responsibility to always remind them of the commitment to the purpose, particularly for

justice for those who were killed in the process.

With respect to the linguistic markers of these identities or the linguistic choices, four groups
of performatives have been identified to underly the representations of identity ih.@ebook
and Nairaland communication. These are performative verbs, descript%éadj ectival)
performative acts, nominal performative acts and modal (conditional e\formative acts.
Vastly, performative verbs were used in the data to define — sf‘a@{g\orically the actions
performed to determine classification into such identity Vﬂ@»%m instance, every identity
mentioned were underscored by dominant perform 'VQMS. These verbs conveyed certain
illocutionary forces — actions that were related t &abelling of identity. The performative
acts were marked with tenses, polarity, an®§ or tense, sequences like progressive, past,
present and perfect tense; these are rq%ntative of time of representation or demonstration
of the identities. For polarityleositive and negative polarity were found. Polarity was
used in the data to positiv Regatively validate or invalidate identities. They were used to
mark definite or indefinite actions about identity. Negation was achieved using the
conventional @Ge act, ‘not’, prepositional negation, ‘without’, and contracted negation

3

such as ’t”, among others. In terms of voice, the sentences were characteristically in both

the actla and passive statement.

The second form of performative is descriptive (adjectival) performative acts. The study finds
out that every adjective used to qualify identity has an inherent performative act. Different
forms of identities are found in the data. They include comparative adjectival acts, nominal

and cardinal adjective, and representative and descriptive adjectives. There are also nominal
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performative acts, which are nouns and pronominals. Lastly, there is the use of modal
(conditional) performative acts. The modal performative acts found in the data include
existential modality, epistemic modality, obligation, certainty and responsibility. These
modalities are the conditions of actions that define the identity variables foregrounded in the

data.

The study also discovered the use of collocations in the data. These collocation%@either

regular or punish. Regular collocations like ‘playing’ and ‘starting’, were us%%)emphasise

acts or actions, while punish collocations were used to undermine consequential actions or

positions. There is also the use of parallelism in two dominant ‘f@s}mctural parallelism

like ‘living and dying’, sequential parallelism in ‘bandltry , @‘mg’, and unusual collocation.

There is figurisation in the data, which manifest f alliteration, assonance, simile,
S

metonymy, antithesis and repetition. There is

markers of identity. C;\&

use of capitalisation to foreground

Lastly, identity is marked in Fa@ék and Nairaland using pragmatics markers. The
dominant features — marke s}? are evident in the data include reference, inference,
metaphor and metapr: @t. At the broad level, reference was made to personal, spatial
and temporal en%g’i(eference to persons were inclusive and exclusive. The solidarist
identity, f(f%ance, had inclusive reference. Personal references were anaphoric, while
spati@ temporal references were more exophoric. Spatial and temporal references
foregrounded the context of representations. Inferences were used by the participants to
justify actions, take implicit positions or validate certain conditions that underpin the
representation of identity in the chats or posts. Metaphor also featured as a pragmatic marker

of identity representation in Facebook and Nairaland. There were denotative and connotative

metaphors. The denotative metaphors often coincided with conceptual or deictic metaphor,
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while the connotative metaphor was symbolic. Metaphors used in the data to mark identity
had inherent performative acts portraying one form of identity or the other. The most

dominant metapragmatic act in the data is swearing,
5.2 Conclusion

This section foregrounds the conclusions that can be adduced to this study. These conclusions

(b.First,

also serve as evaluation of the main findings along with the objectives of theéi

with respect to the representation of identity, it can be concluded %@S@ebook and
it

Nairaland users both consciously, unconsciously, implicitly and xp.1\i 1
identity as part of their communication. Some identities ar: )\113 ted, while some are

ly portray their

indicative. In both cases, however it can be concluded t-ha@tity tied to certain conceptual
actions or factors. This study focused on four of @ors, age, gender, ethnicity/religion
and aggression. The study also concludes th%ﬁge factors are capable of igniting division
and diverse shades of identity, as discussed above. The study concludes that identity
cleavages are collective, personal@h‘[erpersonal. There is political interference in the

representation of identity, &ch akes it significant to conclude that politics is a meta-
n

intrusive condition t&t)@ :or divisiveness in group identity.

It can be co cl@& that ethnicity in the Nigerian context is meddled with politics, which
contribut@to he plurality of identity in the social media space. Just when it felt as if the
you@d found a rallying point, especially with their being able to mobilise themselves
together during the EndSars protest, the resurgence of political partisanship stepped in to
widen the gap. The youths are now widely separated by politics. The study also concludes
that the divisive or separatist identity in some factions of the youth population is politically

motivated, if not sponsored. Examples of this have been analysed above.
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The study concludes that there is bidirectionality between identity representations and the
linguistic or pragmatic feature that represent or underscore them. On the one hand, each
identity represented in Facebook and Nairaland discourses has denotative significations that
underscore them, whether in form of performative act or linguistic resources. It can be
concluded that every class of word that is used to mark identity has inherent performative
acts, in other words, the nominal — nouns, adjectives or even adverbials markit.lg different
identities have performative actions, which they directly or indirectly (inferen@ convey
about the identity variables. On the other hand, there are marked lingui i. a rformative
words that foreground virus identity positions in Facebook and I:Iair ngg interactions. These
can be referred to as definite signals of in-group and out-grou@ity. In the same vein, the
representation of some kinds of identity occasions the u%@certain linguistic, pragmatic and

performative acts, which this study concludes™\ onymous to resources. Thus, the

identities of age, gender, ethnicity and agg&&;@%e foregrounded using marked resources.

Lastly, the study concludes that th@maﬁc and linguistic acts used by interactants in
Facebook and Nairaland post and,comments are the bases for maintaining group-self-identity
or individual-self-identity s) it can be affirmed that the youths, who are the majority

users of the social n@ijQinforce identity cleavages using linguistic and pragmatic resources.

>

QQ
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5.3

Recommendations

The following recommendations are projected by this study.

In spite of not focusing on political identity, it was found that every identity
representational factor is meddled with political action(s). Hence, the study
recommends that the youths should learn to separate politics from their interpersonal
actions and mobilisation, if they intend to keep a group identity that is @'%mt The
more the meddle politics with serious — consequential actions, s | S #EndSars
solidarity, they will never get justice and fair treatment frorr%e '%) litical elites, who

use politics as a tool against them. &%)\&

The study recommends tuning down rhetori:‘ %@erformative acts that are divisive

and threatening on the social media space théexpression of unity and group receptive
or tolerant identity. The social m@% should be a place for group networking
and the establishment of str@elationship that would also enhance a group or

national identity that is@ious not a place for pursuing self and political identity

interests. %'\

This stud rgﬁllmends personal or group censorship, and ‘not political control’ of

the‘%gnedia space. It is the struggle for political control of the social media

@1& that has caused so much division in youth-group identity.

Lastly, the study recommends to the youths who form the majority of social media
community, and of course, the bulwark of divisive identity actions in the social media
space, to build a common identity that would be the real third-force in the politically,
ethnically and religiously divided nation. Not only do they have to build the identity

in the social media space, but also, they need to project them, using performative,
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linguistic and pragmatic acts that will put the government of the day at alert to always

lead in the interest of the young people and the nation at large.
5.4 Contributions to Knowledge

There are three areas that this study contributes to existing knowledge, namely, the
theoretical and analytical framework, the levels of identity representations, and lastly the
discourse of the New Media. Taking the first, that is the theoretical anchorage, %}mdy has
contributed to the dynamics of performative acts, with representational &S@ that made

it applicable to the formation or analysis of identity.

Second, at the representational level, the study contributes t%g%o identity positions of the
existing in-group, and out-group identities that h. @‘ormahsed It even foregrounds

group-aggressive identity, not as a consequence o c in identity or ideology, but as identity

positions in its own right, causing VEITIQS) of identity positions. At the level of
representation, the study posits that sentatlonal factors of identity can be extended

further, due to the fact that acti@e the capability of generating identity, in the same way

that identity leads to certai 6ns.

Finally, the studw@%tes to the evolving area of discourses on the New Media, not only
limiting to%@ok and Nairaland that contributed the data for this research, but also all
plat NEirst, it underscores the fact that the social media platforms project identity not just
in the broad or macro sense, as applied to the image that are seen in the post and profiles, but
in the way they respond to comments or make their own comments, initiate acts and actions,
with respect to crucial positions or topics of interaction. Second, the study contributes to the
knowledge of resources that should be looked at in social media conversations; this is
performative acts. The inference is that every action and comment projected on the social

media space has performative acts, which are the basis for the underlying identities that
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succeed the interactions between and among participants in the platforms. To this end, other
researchers have a working template to adopt in studying other variables of identities that

were not covered in this study.
5.5 Suggested Areas for Further Research

Based on the findings that politics has encroached severely on the common identities of the
youth, a significant area to study will be the political identity of the youths in @&media
space. A study of this nature will uncover the underlying reasons poli e infested all

;%%need to look out
for in the social media, particularly among the youth populatic@bo re the majority of the

social media space. . QQ)

aspect of national identity, and the variables of such political identity%

This present study focused on the EndSars pro%?a group-aggressive trait underpinning

certain forms of identity. However, the [@‘%ﬂ

identity. Hence, it will be significan %;tudy the representations of post-EndSars protest

rs matters also spark different forms of

identity or even ideology amd&g@ youths. Such a questions will address among other
things, how the youths arE lihg about the prospect of the nation, with respect to security

and their common s@g@ against police brutality and political subjugation.

Lastly, ther%gher social media handles or platforms that the youths are present; two that
attra Qmst attention, apart from the two (Facebook and Nairaland) adopted for this
present study, are Twitter and Instagram. It will be good to apply the model of performative
act developed for this study on data from these media platforms to really test if the results are

replicable in other platforms.
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