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Abstract

The practice of federalism in Nigeria has elicited several reactions and thus generated
critical debates by scholars, politicians, journalists, commentators and more particularly the
oil producing communities of the Niger Delta Region. A recurring decimal in Nigerian
federalism is the issue of resource allocation and sharing of revenue between the federal.'
government and the component units. The Nigeria physical federal arrangement is unique
because by the nature of the Nigerian arrangement, the federal government controls all
the resources, hence distributes revenue to the states and local governments based on
criteria, which she determines. The problem, has always been there with which criteria
should take precedence in the revenue allocation formula, public expression fo %ew
formula that will favor them. Therefore, this study analysed the challenges ‘éource
control and practice of federalism in Nigeria.The study utilized the Frustratio gression
theory to describe the challenges federalism and resource control in Nigeria® research
adopted a descriptive research design. The findings of this resear evealed that,
leadership crisis, elite interest, revenue allocation formula, as well Q\rruptlon are some
of the challenges of true federalism and resource control in Nig ¢ study concluded
that fiscal federalism is very crucial for the functioning of an al system. It is one of
the key features of balanced federalism. The study recom &e that, there should be a
redefinition of the statutory roles of each tier of gove and a modification of the
current fiscal jurisdiction. The changes must be re % a new Nigerian Constitution if
the country is to achieve fiscal sustamablhty% ed development, and equitable
distribution of the federation revenue in the years

Keywords: Federalism, Financial Autono@ rce Control, Political Restructuring

Word Count: 273 '6,
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Chapter One
Introduction
1.1 Background to the Study

Federalism, according to K.C Wheare, is the method of dividing powers so that the central
and regional governments are each, within a sphere, co-ordinate and independe.nt.(g? said
that the characteristics of this Federal Principle are the division of powers am@}evels of
government, a written constitution showing this division of power \oo rdinate not
subordinate supremacy of the two levels of government with r‘eﬁt’\to their functions'.
Wheare’s central argument is that federalism will be adopted.ﬁ&%)ple in the constitutional
units. From Wheare’s definition of federalism, the c &%)tional provision protects the

autonomy of different regional levels of govem?&nd as such neither the central or

regional governments are subordinate to ec‘k'@, but rather the two levels of government

are coordinate and independent. '6'

Federalism as a system of gove?b@}e is pragmatic, dynamic, utilitarian and evolving. It can
only strive on consultatio %o'ﬁiation, compromise, bargaining and agreement between the
constituent goverm@lyg. It grows under a system of mutuality and interdependence?.
Federalism @nts a unique form of governmental arrangement. This is because, it
invo%@a ization of the state in such manner as to promote unity while at the same time

preserving existing diversities within an overarching national entity.

Federalism in its modern form, has been shaped by the existing realities surrounding the
concept of a market economy. Thus, the new political economy of federalism has provided
refreshing ideas about federal sustenance. Based on these emergent ideas, economic

prosperity generated by local freedom is regard as a key factor that unites citizens on the



limits of state power and also forces political actors at the national and local levels to keep
within their respective spheres®. This is especially so because, federalism, with its
interacting levels of government, was thought to be capable of offering a way of mediating

the variety of citizen preferences.

Constitutional federalism emerged not only as a mechanism that provided a limited,
overarching governmental framework for a shared political market, but also as a ,@s for
preserving significant powers and functions for the political communities @gﬁ%ned the
market, defined as federation*. This division and sharing of powers \competencies)
between a general union government and the constituent pol'l\c communities could
resolve not only the need to restrain the power of both tlé&%eral government and the
constituent governments for the sake of freedom bu aLl@he cultural and political demands
of the constituent political communities for the pr g‘[ion of their governmental integrity.
N

Federalism is a system meant to inte atgg}ple in a society who are diverse ethnically,
culturally, geographically and evené@wusly. It therefore becomes imperative that once a
government is in place, it muMeavour to adequately and equitably distribute powers,
functions and resourcebﬂQ '\these diverse groups. But in Nigeria, there are instances
where govemmeq& openly violated this principles of federalism. Suffice it to say that
in theory, P%Lgan be said to be operating the federal system of government, whereas in
actu e, the country is tending towards a unitary system. Therefore, the problem with
federalism in Nigeria is the mix-application or non-application of this clause especially as it

has to do with power distribution. Federalism is the bedrock of democratic edifice for a

country of Nigeria’s size and bewildering diversities’.

An important characteristic which distinguishes federal character systems from non-federal

systems is contractual, non-concentration of power®. There is an irrevocable division of



power as a product of constitutional compact among the nationalities or sub-communities that

compose the Federation in Federal state®.

The Nigerian State is presently divided into six geo-political zones for administrative
purposes and they are North-West, North-East, North-Central, South- West, South-East, and
South-South. . The South-South states are minority in Nigeria and this minority status have
adversely affected them in revenue allocation in Nigeria since oil became the m‘d@y of
the Nigerian economy. The structural composition of the Nigerian state prese rived its
root from the colonial era. For administrative convenience, the coloniﬁa‘%ters bifurcated
the country into regions after the amalgamation of the protectorate K&lﬁhem and Northern

a\\
Nigeria in 1914 by Lord Frederick Lugard’. 4&

The amalgamation of 1914 was considered to be a@@of necessity that attempt to unite
the people but, became a mistake which ende@&uxtaposing them as a result of structural
imbalance that ensues between the two r@g}ates. This asymmetric imbalance is what re-
enforced a persistent struggle and ¢ ition among various ethnic, religious, and regional
groups whose diversities have Mompounded the fear of domination leading each groups
to embark on different @i : on how one could dominate and monopolized the political

system and econo§1i ocations to its advantage hence, the calls for restructuring?®.

Q

In this vein, specifically, the country was divided in 1946 through Richard’s constitution
into@ regions; the Northern region, Western region and Eastern region. The division
was done in such a way that each region comprised of a particular major ethnic group in
Nigeria, that is, North for the Hausa-Fulani, West for the Yoruba and the East for the Igbo.
This shows that Nigeria is made up of diverse ethnic and religious groups in such a way that

there are the ‘majority’ and ‘minority’ ethnic groups. To a large extent, the minority ethnic



groups are the oil producing states such as Akwa-Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross-river, Delta, Edo,

Ondo, and Rivers. The majority ethnic groups are the non-oil producing states.

Ironically, the majority ethnic groups determine the nature of revenue allocation in Nigeria.
This condition has over the years tended to constitute a cog in the wheel of equitable
revenue allocation in Nigeria with its attendant consequences. The revenue allocation
system remains one of the critical destabilizing factors in Nigeria’s federal eXp{@ent.
Revenue allocation has a very great potential for conflicts, especially betwge %nd poor

regions or state in Nigeria. In fact, it was ethnic conflict which largely 5@«5 the origin of

centralization of fiscal powers in Nigeria today®. . )\\‘%.\

Due largely to the politicization of ethnicity, attempts h@.VQ@l made over the years by the
politically dominant ethnic groups to allocate re;@ in their favour. This scenario has
been the major source of conflicts, agitation.fq@iource control by the oil producing states
spearheaded by the governors and ani o@}l the Nigerian federation. Resource control
agitation was borne out of deep- feeling of marginalization in spite of the hue
petroleum wealth that Nigeriawaken from the oil producing region'®. The principle of
derivation which was @a ic formula for sharing revenue when agriculture was the

mainstay of the)\i ian economy was consigned to history books as oil replaced

agriculturﬂ@ts as the mainstay of the economy!'!.

This@tlon was seen as a conspiracy by the power elite of the three major ethnic groups
(Ibo, Yoruba and Hausa-Fulani), particularly, because of the absence of oil in any
significant quantity in their regions. However, recent development has led to the clamour for
restructuring with the oil belt region of Nigeria called the Niger Delta with the South-South
been the fore front of this political-economic struggle. The region is not only the hub of oil

in the country but also the epic center of the resource-related conflict!2.



Since 1958, exploration activities have been attended by the wanton destruction of the
environment, disruption of agricultural production, which have caused most of the families
the means of the livelihood- fishing and farming. They suffer neglect and mass poverty,
which resulted in a potent lack of development. To them, they are the “marginalized of the
marginalized” in Nigeria. The people of the Niger-Delta embarked on and designed a
strategy for ensuring political equation in the distribution of the resources regarde(.i as_theirs.
Since the beginning of 2016, there has been resurgence in violence activities i%'ﬁ;;\region
and the new militant groups that have emerged are re-echoing the age- . %nds of the
people of the region resource control and self-determination. Cfmtm%(;\t e federal idea is

)\&

granting financial autonomy to the different levels of govemmg@

&

Observers of Nigeria’s federalism have always said:h@xhlle the underlying principles of

federalism have often been ignored by successi\%1 rian governments, efforts were made
S

earlier to implement the policy of fiscal Qede\%

The 1960 and 1963 constitutions not gé‘@ranted greater fiscal autonomy to the regions, but

based on the principles of derivation.

also empowered them to com te%ith one another'. The current movement for better
treatment of the people e Niger Delta region has brought to fore the demand for
resource control. T@f r reforms from different parts of the country are evidently clear.
From the Ea @é Niger, there have been called for the actualization of the independent
state of %‘iw the Indigenous People of Biafra and the Movement for the Actualization

of Soveseign State of Biafra.

In the West, the demand for restructuring of the polity otherwise known as true federalism is
still top of the agenda of the people of the region. From the North is the insurrection or
insurgency of the dreaded Islamic fundamentalist group called Boko Haram whose major

goal is to establish an Islamic theocratic state. Indeed, the country is not at peace; it is



experiencing economic recession, farmer-herdsmen clash, the upsurge in kidnapping and

ritual killings.

From the pre-colonial to post-independence era and up to the present democratic
dispensation, resource control has remained the most contentious issue among the tiers of
government. Of note, like most federal systems, Nigeria operates a system in which the
federal government harnesses the natural resources and shares revenue with the S;\ and
Local Government. This explain the point of departure from an ideal fedegal @ution in
which, the regions or states are the federating units and control resou‘m%located in their
territories. The implication of this is a pointer to the fact that ﬁsw}{@;eﬁism in Nigeria has
not been able to contribute optimally to socio-economic dq”%k%ment of the States. This
study therefore seek to investigate the issues and@l@nges of federalism and resource

control in Nigeria. &
1.2 Statement of the Problem ,: C_)\

Federalism and resource control ha day remained a major theme on all issues bothering
politics and governance as t h%s been one of the major problems facing the Nigerian state.
Most scholars hav @Qﬁd that resource control has remained a contentious issue in
Nigerian federa@,and they agreed that it is this development that is responsible for the
polarization of the country into North, South, East and West divide. The issues have resulted
into@mrest and general conflicts that have affected the peaceful and corporate existence
of the country as most ethnic nationalities, especially those from the oil-rich region, argued
that by the virtue of their contribution to the nation’s purse, the principles of justice and

equity demand that they should be allowed to control and manage their resources.

Resource control is seen as the ownership, control, management of a natural resource by a

community or state and payment of an agreed percentage of the proceeds of the natural



resources by the owners who may be community or state to the central government for the
overall running of its assigned duties by the constitution. The quest for change or
restructuring by way of constitutional amendments to reflect the interests of the federating
units or states is not strange to post-colonial Nigeria as it had been there from Nigeria’s

colonial inception except that the methodologies leading to each process varied to an extent.

The resource control agitations generated mixed feelings right from the onset; bec‘ak ere
are some group of people who believe that, if the resource control agitation,is d, it will
drastically affect their revenue base and for that they have gone all out‘%pose it in total
disregard to equity, natural justice and the practice of true federa‘l@&vever, the practice
of federalism in Nigeria has remained a nightmare due é»%e asymmetric nature of
relationship between ethnic, religious and regional 1@ well as the components units in
relations to power sharing and resource allocation. a result, serious problem of mistrust
and contestations among various social iQ;'r)%s‘}g oups for power positions and access to
resources at various levels have efﬁ%@and viable frame-work that would help preserve
national unity while allowing rsity to thrive at all levels. This study seeks to investigate

federalism and resource ¢ in Nigeria.

1.3  Aim and Objectives of the Study

Q

The aim of the study is to investigate federalism and the challenges of resource control in

Nige@[owever, the objectives of the study are to:

i.  examine the contemporary challenges around federalism and resource control in
Nigeria.

ii.  assess the ethical evaluation of the calls for resource control and restructuring in
Nigeria

iii.  evaluate the challenges of political restructuring in Nigeria.



14 Research Questions

1. What are the contemporary challenges around federalism and resource control in

Nigeria? . (bﬂ
2. What the ethical evaluation of the calls for resource control and rest@;}ring in

3. What are the challenges to political restructuring in Niger.ia;?\%o\

A
1.5  Significance of the study A&

The purpose of this work is to add new vistas to %'Q\growing literature on federalism,
resource control, revenue allocation and other\(%sging scenario in national politics. In that
stead, students, scholars, civil servants,gd'ﬁn)strators and other members of the public with
interest in the field of politics, conth %anagement and international Relations will find this
piece very rewarding. It wi lwprovide information through recommendations on the
practical ways of re ol@s .;s of governance and national development. This study is
important becausK te the challenges of resource control, revenue allocation and fiscal

federalism,‘%%n nation has to appreciable extent spread resources for the development

of itent parts.

1.6 Scope of the Study

The scope of the study covers the system of federalism in Nigeria as it poses problems to
resource control. The study traces the advent of federalism in Nigeria political history and

locates its lopsidedness, which affects the component units called state.



1.7  Limitations of the Study

Limitations are common features of any scientific research especially in the social sciences
where researchers are directly involved in the phenomenon under study, One of the
limitations that confronted this research is the inability to get and identify reliable data and
resource for the analysis of this research. It was indeed a rigorous one but nevertheless, this

and other limitations did not serve as obstacles to achieve the objectives of this resbg@,
1.8 Operational Definitions of Terms : \QO

Administration: Administration is a process of systematically gr@lg and coordinating.
The human and material resources available to any organiza@r the main purpose of

achieving stipulated goals of that organization : $

S

Federalism: Federalism is defined as the practice 6f method of dividing powers so that
general and regional government are each@n a sphere, coordinate and independent. It is
also a system of government that @entially about the distribution of political and

economic decision-making powegamong constituent units or levels of government”.

'\

Resource Control: :n@\text of this research, resource control as the control and

management of r@i s by the state or local government where the resources are found,

under the g&%% of the central government and then pay agreed percentage to the central

gov@
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Chapter Two
Literature Review
2.1 Conceptual Review
2.1.1 The Concept of Federalism

Few national issues have provoked profound debate and lengthy discussions 'u@the
practice of federalism and resource control within the past four decades. Inds@%ﬂese twin
concepts formed the focal points among other things at the well-atten: onstitutional
Conference in 1957 at Lancaster House, London and the 1958 C'o@jpe which led to the
enactment of the 1960 Independence and 1963 Repub ié&%onstitutions. The 1960

m

Independence and the 1963 Republican Con%@» respectively enshrined some

fundamental principles of fiscal federalism and § ts of resource control in view of the

N

level of derivation percentage that the regi@s:j\goyedl.

In the course of the nation’s politi@olution, these constitutions were either suspended
modified or repealed by the ruling military leadership and the country tilted to a unitary
system with a very tr@z. The concept federalism is etymologically derived from
the Latin word f« gihe Latin word foedus means treaty or agreement. Hence federation
means a lﬁ%@q state based upon treaty or agreement. Federalism did not begin as a
con has to do with social or political organization. Earlier writers on federalism
interchangeably used such terms as federal, confederacy, federation and confederation but

that these terms are not the same in their modern usages>.

Federalism is a system in which two levels of government, federal and regional (state) exist
side by side with each possessing certain assigned powers and function®. Federalism has

also been seen as a situation whereby geographical distribution of power to govern is

12



desired or has been achieved in a way of giving several governmental units of the system,
some degree of security- some guarantee of continue existence as organization and
shareholders of power?. Another author defined federalism as a situation whereby the
federal and regional (state) governments are limited to their spheres and within those
spheres should be independent of the other®. In other words, federalism is also conceived as
a political arrangement meant to reconcile national unity and diversity .with the

maintenance of the rights of the state®. Qh)(\

Fiscal federalism is all about the management of the resources within a@tion, sharing,
and distributing of these resources, according to the approved for){t‘A3 Zﬁmong the various
levels of government. Fiscal federalism amounts to the é@%ol and management of
resources within the territory of the federating unit’. :@&:ralism is a political system in
which several states defer some powers to a central*goOvernment while retaining a limited
measure of self-government. A federal bo@%se to fiscal federalism, a concept that is
often used to describe the fiscal rela '@ip between tiers of government and the public
finance practice in a federal sﬁ@qgf government. It is viewed as the subfield of public
economics concerned wit division of policy responsibilities among different levels of

government®, As a@b@d of federalism, fiscal federalism is a specific form of public

finance orga @f’involving the co-existence of varying degrees of fiscal powers.

Fisc lism refers to the fiscal operations of a federation whereby each tier of
government (federal, state and local), operate separately, distinct from a unitary
government whereby the central government is all-powerful and only delegate duties to the
lower tiers®. In other words, fiscal federalism is a mechanism or process of the sharing of
resources among the federating units to enable them to fulfill their constitutional
obligations. It is a concept used to explain a system of government wherein the fiscal

responsibilities rests with the various tiers of government in the country!®, Apart from the

13



United States, Russia and Canada, countries that are known as federalist include Australia,
Brazil, Germany, India, Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria, and several others. On the other hand,
Switzerland, Cameroon, France, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Morocco, South Korea, Sweden, and
Uruguay are models of unitary systems. Furthermore, confederation is a group of loosely
confederated States or a group of States that became a political entity wherein they retain
their independence but function together for purposes, for example, defense - exar.nples are
African Union (AU) and European Union (EU) Nigeria’s fiscal federalism, simi@&}those
of other federations, is predominantly characterized by the sharing : esources

between the different levels of government that constitute the federa%%

)\&

Nevertheless, the country’s social and economic inequality ié;sistently made the issue
of revenue allocation, the most contentious feature@@ena’s federal system. Currently,
no single fiscal theory has been developed to en§ equitable distribution of revenue in

a federal system; federations adopt princiﬁles@

most importantly, they ensure the c}% of their fiscal policies to realize and sustain

eem to favour their circumstances. And

economic development. In p eg) and close-knit federations, such revenue-sharing
formulae as the principle eed and equalization are principal, while loose federations
like Nigeria are ty@ inclined to the derivation principle, which is the process of
distributing generated revenue to constituent units with regards to the contribution

made b @ro p to the country’s more substantial income!?.

However, the practice of fiscal federalism in Nigeria is a negation of true federalism.
Moreover, the social-economic conditions and development in Nigeria, in general, portrays
a perplexing paradox. Despite a robust endowment in natural and human resources, the
height of poverty of the citizens stands in contrast to the nation’s immense wealth. Nigeria
is amongst the 20 countries in the world with the widest gap between the rich and the

poor!3, Nigeria is challenged seriously by poverty. Out of every 10 Nigerians, seven live on
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less than $1 a day, and the picture is getting worse by the day'#. Thus, the necessity to
survey the possibility of redeploying a new revenue-sharing model that would ensure the
tenet of true federalism and that revenue allocation among the federating states of the
nation is justifiable, inspire exploitation of its viable natural resources and ultimately result

in the reasonable economic development of the entire country!>.

In addition to the above, a scholar writes that a federal state is on in which thel&c%an:
Explicit and constitutional demarcation of powers and functions among nati% nd sub-

national units. Moreover, the powers and responsibilities are distribute ch a manner

as to protect the existence of authority of both levels of polity eac@sﬁch is independent

within its own sphere ... federalism refers to the doctrine insh%advocates and promotes

as a means of safeguarding local identities and %

federalism describes not only the structuré o@
and political process. cb:%v

the form of organization of a state in which poweriﬁdf@;sed or decentralized by contract
dividual liberties'®. He further states that

ate; it also designates its political culture

An important characteristic, WNistinguishes federal system from non-federal systems,
is non-centralization of @r I?or in a federal polity, there is division of power between
the central and cq{i nt units. It is pertinent to note that in Nigeria’s federal experience,
the reasoni%@ounded by some authors does not hold in practice. This is because the

Fed ernment has usurped virtually all the powers, which were formerly exercised

by the state governments'’.

A federal state is conceived as “a political entity or country where powers and
indispensable decisions are exercised and made at two or multilateral levels of government
in accordance with the strict mutually-agreed constitutional provisions of the country

concerned”!8, It could be argued that these positions formed the basis of the claim that
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“federalism is anchored on considerable tolerance of diversity and willingness to take
political action through conciliation tolerance of diversity and willingness to take political

action through conciliation even when the power to act unilaterally is available!.

Some authors adopts United State of America as the model federal state. Following his
references for American style federalism, he chose to call other constitutions that do not
make the component units autonomous as quasi-federal states. For example, theit @ept
of federalism regards the pre-1966 Nigerian constitution as quasi-federal.be%h&section
66 allowed the Federal Government to declare a state of emergency on \region and to
take over the running of the government of that region for a speci%g iod of time2. Some
equally observed that protagonists of resource control began@f;sh forward the argument
that the country cannot be said to be a federation w,g.@»the elements of federalism are
S

lacking — elements such as — state police, cont

S

natural resources by the federating

unit”.

Although, Nigeria is supposed to b eration, nothing in its structure and administration

lends credence to this claim. A%scholar asserts that the manifestation semblance of a
'}

federation in Nigeria is@l the 36 states — otherwise the country is to all intents and

purposes — a uniK te. The government at the centre is stronger than the states, with

latter depea%@osﬂy on allocations from the former for survival.

Two@nt reasons could be adduced for the erosion of true federalism that characterized
the Nigerian nation in the First Republic before the onslaught of the military in 1966. One
of the reasons he gave us was the collapse of the first republic when the military intervened
in January 19662!. The intervention by the military marked the end of true federalism in
Nigeria. The visionary development of federalism specifically from 1954 to 1965 abruptly

ended with the mutiny of January 15, 1966, which not only eliminated some of the
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founding fathers of federalism in Nigeria, but also killed the essence of federalism itself
through a coup d’etat. Though Nigerian has remained a federation, it has not been able to
build on the dreams of the founding fathers to go forward into a truly federal entity in the
mode of the United States of America writes that two interrelated developments accounted

for the abortion of the evolution of the Nigerian federal state.

First, the coup and the eventual threat to the unity of the country following seces@ﬁnd
the civil war were traumatic events that called for centralized authority capa pulling
things back into one fold. Secondly, there was, and still has always bé%e professional
practice of unified command with which soldiers are familiar. \I@ae'és the centralized

federalism in Nigeria today as one of the disruptive heritage @&'tary rule in Nigeria?.

The second reason he puts forward is that tme\féis'&m is still a mirage in Nigeria
because most states in Nigeria are feeble, pq@ilarly in their executive capability and,
consequently can hardly perform as fi e@g} units. He argued that states are feeble not
because they lack the resources and@power that would make them strong economically

and administratively, but “the&l and legislative relationships between them and the

'}
federal government ren@ feeble”23.

2.1.2 Nature @gharacteristics of Nigerian Federalism

In an d@l of the origin and nature of federal system of government, it is usual to
disti&h between aggregative or voluntary coming-together federations and involuntary,
colonial-foisted type. Aggregative federalism reflects the classical method of federation-
building in which a federal state is constituted or organized through a covenant or bargain
to bring together previously sovereign entities into a new or formative federation. The

federal systems of government of both the United States of America and Switzerland, for

instance, evolved in this way. Conversely, the Nigerian federation was rather foisted on the
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people of Nigeria. It was established to hold together the diverse, desperate ethnic
nationalities that had been forcibly and arbitrarily incorporated into a unitary colonial state

under British imperialism.

The 1914 Lugardian amalgamation of the Southern and Northern Protectorates was
precursory to this form of federalism. The federal structure began to be formed in 1939
under Sir. Bernard Bourdillon, who divided the Southern protectorate h;t\ébjwo
protectorates. The Richards and Macpherson Constitutions of 1946 and 1951 ctively,
created a decentralized unitary system. The Nigerian federation has 5@& had peculiar
features: the most evident being that it was not created by the cm\@@kether of separate

states, but was the result of the subdivision of a country whi% , in theory, been ruled as
a single unit**. Q&
Devolutionary federations like Nigeria tend ,to&a%the integrative identities and the values
of civic reciprocity and mutual respec ang'}ed with a voluntary compact or bargain to
join a federal union. Rather, it tend@esieged by the disruptive traditional local ethnic
loyalties that lead to constitutiondl fragmentation or desegregation of the nation-state
necessary. Reflectin t@?y constitutional origins and the need to contain disruptive
centrifugal press*ieiéﬁevolutionary federation tends to develop relatively centralized
constitutio%gpolitical institutions. Essentially, “holding-together” federations like
Nigeri to be more formally and institutionally centralized, but less politically

integrated and structurally coherent than the “coming-together federations™?.

2.1.3 Evolution of Federalism in Nigeria

Some scholars have traced actual British administration in Nigeria in the twentieth century
to 1898, which marked an epochal attempt by the British government to establish and

maintain colonial state?®. To ensure the central direction of policy and to pull economic
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resources together, the British government then adopted the policy of gradually
amalgamating various administrative units in Nigeria which culminated in the 1914 episode
of amalgamation of the Northern and Southern protectorates. From this period they
maintained that Nigeria developed constitutionally till 1954 when the Lyttleton

Constitution introduced federal principles into her body politics.

Since then, the Nigerian federation has had chequered history. It has been thrdq,@four

phases, namely, colonial, civilian, military and post-military. Between May a, ly 1966,

it briefly ceased to be a federation and became instead, through mil‘i@t, a unitary

system of government. Each of these phases has left its mark oﬂ@ the nature and the

operation of the country’s federation. Each phase put it thrq%y%ome stress that, in some

cases, forced some adjustments to the character o tl@on’s federalism. Our colonial
N

masters responded to the peculiar problems of ﬂﬁ ry in various ways, notably through

constitutional arrangements?’. They wrotﬁb&\cb

and 1954 (Clifford, Richards, McPhe d Lyttleton).

Q

Each of these constitutions served%its immediate and limited purpose but none produced the

titutions for the country between 1922

formula for an effecti@@i ';gement of the great rainbow coalition in the Nigerian
federation. The p{< ilitary federal system that Nigeria operated in the period now known
as the F irs@%@ic was fundamentally different from the post-military federal structure.
In t 1, the three and later four regions, were fully autonomous federating units.
Each region, with a premier as head of government, operated its own laws and constitution.
Each of them had native authority police while the federal government maintained the
Nigeria police. Each region was allowed to have its representatives in some foreign
countries. They were designated agents, not ambassadors although they functioned

practically in that capacity. Each region also had the symbol of its own authority?®. None of
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them was totally or near totally dependent on the centre for its fiscal and other needs. Each

region was strong enough and rich enough to take care of itself.

The main criticism of this arrangement was that the regions were too powerful and the
centre was too weak for a meaningful federal system and national unity. The regions, given
the degree of their autonomy, tended to treat the federal government with disdain. The
federal government could not impose its will on the federating units. It was genér, elt
that if this continued, things would eventually fall apart. From January 15, J96%%ctober
1, 1979, Nigeria had a military government. The military administra%}fected some

fundamental changes in the nation’s political and administrative sy@o? governments?’.

CD

The first of such fundamental changes was Decree 34 (Qg} promulgated by the first

military head of state, the Late Major General A@@mi. Under that decree, Nigeria

operated a unitary system of government. Gi@he political crisis at the time and what

was clearly perceived as serious threa t@g)}ederaﬁon, General Ironsi felt that what the

nation needed was a unitary form ?é)%vemment with an over-bearing centre. By the time

the military quit the stage on October 1, 1979, in the first instance, they had succeeded in
%

changing the character @ deration in response to the nation’s historical problems of

fear and dominaq&e centre became, and remains, powerful and the constituent units

became, an% , weak3".

2.1.@|e Military Intervention in Governance: 1966-1999

Nigerian federalism had a serious setback in 1966 when the military took over the
government of the country and not only suspended the constitution but also turned the
government into a unitary one. While evaluating this subject matter, an author wrote that,
“both historically and structurally, it is possible to speak of two distinct phases of post-

colonial military rule in Nigeria, namely the initial phase from 1966 to 1979, and a second
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phase, from 1984 to 1999. The first phase of military rule was largely one of hegemonic-

exchange’!.

This was a period in which the country’s military rulers allowed the military administrators
in the states to exercise most of the powers assigned to the regions under the suspended
democratic constitution. Compared to the first phase, the second phase of military rule has
been characterized by the excessive personalization and concentration of state audy@p on
the military Head of State; an increasing reliance on hegemonic repressionAnimanaging
state-ethnic and state-society relation; the willful frustration and abortllc% he country’s
democratic aspiration, and most crucially, the near total abrogatid& the federal system,

through the imposition of crushing central controls Q’??e sub-federal units of

N

S

The more prominent examples of such y&centralization include: the complete

government’?,

subordination of constituent state gove \Qﬁ\to the unified military command system via
the centre’s appointment and freq@edeployment of relatively junior officers as state
governors or administrators; the difect intervention of the central military government in
the organization and & ?zation of local government councils; the continued
overwhelming, ir%g.ﬁear total, dependencies of states and localities on central funding;
the systema%g apparently unchangeable) manipulation of statutory inter-governmental
reve @t has reinforced the financial hegemony of the centre and the fiscal
ema&ion of the states and localities, the complete erosion of the autonomy of the
judiciary, which has prevented this arm of government from playing its normal federalist
role in arbitrating inter-governmental constitutional disputes; and the mollification of new
units of centrally-funded state and local government as part of a strategy to consolidate the
centre’s hegemony, gratify sectional distributive pressures and promote the continuity and
legitimacy of military rule.
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In this environment and situation, the Nigerian federation has assumed its unique nature
and character Nigerian federalism has oscillated from the regionalism that characterized the
First Republic, to the similarly excessive centrality of the military federalist era and, to
some extent, the prevalent post-military dispensation®*. This changing form has also been
accompanied by structural alterations that have moved the nation from her initial tripodal
regional arrangement at independence to the quintuple, in 1963, and to the present.thirty SiX

states structure and local units numbering about 774. Qh)(\

Nigeria, certainly, is a devolutionary, not an aggregative federation. It isf%pt to add that

what has informed this dynamism is incessant agitation for sm@?qocal government

creation, occasioned by the desire to have a balanced fede%&%in which all constituent

nationalities will have self-fulfillment and actualiza 'o@dful as these changes seemed,
N

they have on the contrary, resulted in greater im%’ s, one notable effect of which is that

it rather gave greater force to centralizatit(n aﬁ}é
their attendant consequences?>. (@'

centration of power at the centre, with

State and local government (M)ns have doused fears of ethnic domination, spread
development to nooks @a r?ies of the country, unevenly though. It also limited intra-
state rivalry, amg{i ers. Yet, the said structural changes notwithstanding, one geo-
political regi ¢ North, had all the while remained dominant over others, to the extent
of bet % decider on issues of joint deliberation. This domineering character of the
region over others is historical; it is traceable at the singular act of Lord Lugard in
amalgamating the north and south, which was precursory to the later federal structuring.
According to some estimates, the landmass of the north constitutes roughly three quarters
of the country’s total land area. As a result of this asymmetry, even when new states and

local units are created, the North continues to be the prime beneficiary, occupying more

than fifty percent of states in the country¢.
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The obvious implication of this is that the exercise confers upon the said region, considered
as a megalithic geopolitical bloc, some advantages, both in resource allocation, federal
appointments and other perquisites, especially where the criterion of states is used. It is no
gainsaying that this arrangement obviously violates one of the cardinal principles of

federalism, which is that of equality of component units in a federation.

To this extent, it also proves the validity of the law of federal instability, which aSS& hat

&)rity in

no federation can be stable when one component part constitutes a permaneégé
joint deliberations’”. Were this to be the case, it will go to validate Robe e iron law of

oligarchy which, simply stated, asserts that when a few peop‘l% 'Pivileged to be in

position of legislation or policy making, there is a most-liqu@dency that such a group

shall take self-serving decisions, which are usually@@\as egalitarian’®.

Nigerian brand of federalism, despite changﬁstructure, as per above, has so far not
succeeded in finally reconciling the nt%gal and centripetal forces acting on it. This
assertion is manifested in series of ssion of disenchantments by various groups. Isaac
Adaka Boro made a secessiowttempt in the Niger Delta; the Biafran attempt was
another; recent armed i@c ign in the Niger Delta involving oil revenue allocation and
environmental polittes,/and the on-going Boko Haram imbroglio are also examples. In
terms of ﬁs%xgagement, it is a veritable fact that in Nigeria, access to political power is
a ke in resource accessibility and distribution. It is said that “he who pays the piper,

dictates the tune™°.

Therefore, a situation in which accessibility to political power is the ultimate determinant
factor of who allocates available resources, then such a situation only provides a rare
opportunity for the controller’s own advantage, even at the detriment of the wealth

producers and the commonwealth. While commenting on federalism and dimensions of
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marginalization in Nigeria noted that “in a country where whoever controls the central

political power is god, others are bound to suffer discrimination®.

2.1.5 The Effects of Military Regimes in Nigeria Federalism

Military regimes in Nigeria started with the January 15th 1966 coup d’etat led by Major

N

Kaduna Nzeogwu. The coup d’etat brought Major General J.T.U Aguyi-Irons@,power.
MajorGeneral Ironsi introduced decree 34 of 1966 (Unification de@a bolished
federalism in Nigeria. The decree 34 intended to bring colles,& in, the government

S

structure but the regions would remain but addressed as of Provinces. General

Yakubu Gowon who succeeded Ironsi divided Nigeria iﬁt@relve (12) states*!.

Q
General Murtala Muhammed that succeed Gene %won increased the number of states
to nineteen (19). Further creation of state@éﬁl in 1987, 30 in 1991 and 36 in 1996.
Local Government Areas were also qr&%d during those years and in 1996, the number of
local government areas in Nigeria came up to 774, which is the number till date*>. The then
military government pro ed the revenue allocation formular of the federation in such
a way that favour@ federal government. Nigeria is a heterogeneous nation with
pluralism @ges, religion, sociopolitical and diverse economic formulations*. Even
thou%h@ri obtained its independence in 1960 and has practiced the current unbroken
democracy for over twenty (20) years, it is one of the developing nations characterized by
high external debt, high inflation figure, poverty, institutional decay especially in health as
exposed by the Corona Virus (Covid-19) that exposed the inadequacies of our health

system, causing avoidable deaths due to closure of over-seas medical trips; education and

general infrastructure, as well as high rate of unemployment**,
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These issues are in place despite the nation’s enormous and abundant natural resources and
endowments as well as high human population. These issues were exposed and made

Nigerians to realize more, the unpalatable state of affairs of the nation.

2.1.6 The Agitations for Resource Control in Nigeria

Advocates of resource control have argued that in any true federalism, powersqf;\sﬁ(zred
between the federating units and the central government in suc \y hat each
government has its own apparatus for the conduct of its own affqir@-qrgued in any true
federalism, the oil, gas or any other mineral found in stat@&&o’\@ﬁgs to the state. They
maintained that the fact that the areas that the national w ‘I‘h&%ﬁe the poorest in the country
is unfair. The conditions of these areas and their p@is aptly captured by an author when
he observed that; “Foremost is that alth@he bulk of crude oil, the country’s main

source of revenue is derived from 'U%I; and, they belong to the ranks of the most

marginalized groups in the cou@b‘

Another is that several y %f'éxploration and hazards of spillage and gas flaring which
accompany it have @Qed their environment and left the communities desolate. Not only
have farmin ishing, the major occupations of these mostly riverine minorities been
decim. e@h ir territories have continuously lacked basic infrastructure and amenities like
electricity, roads, schools, hospitals, portable water ...”*. The fact is that resource control
is meant for the diversification and revamping of the solid minerals sector which has been

neglected over the years.

To this end, the belief is that the practice of resource control will improve the pace of

economic development of the whole country in general and particularly make the
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respective states to identify their comparative advantages which best serves the country.
The overdependence on oil has resulted in the abandonment of the solid mineral sector by
promoting the activities of illegal miners. However, as succinct as the points raised by the
advocates for resources control, mostly from the south, their northern counterparts have on
the other hand consistently seem to be working against this agitation. The history of the
Q°

First, after the abolition of slave trade in 1807, local traders engaged in ,,res &ontrol"

Niger Delta is dominated by agitation for resource control.

struggles to participate actively in the trade in oil palm*’. Similarly, re control was
one of the highlights of the [jaw’s representation to the Willirﬂ\‘@srﬁ\ission to Enquire
into the Fears of the Minorities and the Means of Allaying T@% 1957. Resource control
struggles in the post-crude era that began with the oﬁ@oro-led attempt to create the
Niger Delta Republic in 1996 has culminated in é\porary oil-related restiveness in the
region®®, Since the Ijaw representatives w@\)}[c essful to achieve their desired results to
be left out of independent Nigeria, or '@r\atively have a state created subsequent resource
control struggles have suffere{&genilar fate. However, the Ijaw’s argument that the
peculiar problems of thos 8in the creeks and swamps if the delta were not understood
and indeed were @te y neglected by both the region and Federal Governments

remains true i 1@ and feeds into the resource control struggle.

The orary notions of resource control have been characterized by both peaceful
and violent activities. While the period when the Ogoni’s were at the forefront of the
struggle was largely peaceful, the recent shift of focus to the [jaw’s witnessed an escalation
in military and violence. The response of the federal government has typically included the
creation of development boards, state creation, pacifications and more recently, the

amnesty initiative*”. The relative peace in the region and consequent increase in oil
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production figures is touted as evidence of the success of the amnesty initiative by the

Federal Government.

Basking in the euphoria of allegedly curbing the consequences of the malaise, the federal

government has neglected to resolve the underlying issues that instigated and or

exacerbated the agitation for resource control and resultant restiveness in the region. Thus,

while the government is spending billions of naira in stipend payments as® \VG%L as

educational and vocational training for (ex) militants, it has not vested ,an g}lingful
N5

resources to remedy the root causes of the agitation for resource control.™In a sense, the

agitation for resource control has not recorded any meaningful sm‘d@.\

2.1.7 Characteristics of Resource Control in an Emr@onomy

N

Resources are controlled by a few individuals (@. There are the elites, who are the
rulers monopolizing power and resource cer mt few in number; and the masses who
are ruled by the elites, but always lar%in number®!. The elites are the few who wield
control, consolidate and mana th%cﬁgé’s societal power and resources in more or less, the
interest of the ruled masse ik\e many other developing states, politics and statehood in
Nigeria are built an @%around the elites who decide what is to be done, where, when,
how and by wht&]‘ he Nigerian elites also build their networks on patron-client pyramids
which ensuréboth consolidation and transfer of powers from them to their cronies, loyalists
and @s, who carry out the rule on their behalf or at least in servitude to their interests2.
The patron-client relation centres on persons of unequal wealth, status, prestige and
influence dependence for patronage and reward with state power, support, resources and

influences>3.

The patron-client relation is governed by the collective individual interests of the elites who

make up a class for canvassing, p consolidating and protecting their collective interests, but
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do have where their individual differences those of am; as fractions’. The agitate
restructuring Naira partly engineered by the elites, who have lost out in the power change
and handshake game over a period of time in Nigerian politics. This has manifested form of
raising the dust for restructuring where no political accommodations are offered upon
transition from one government to another or circumstances there into public offices,
QP

The affected elites then res podia’s of opposition, change, seeking

resource (oil) allocation and control of political power would relevance are lost>>.

relevance/accommodation, including. The calls/agitation for restructﬁ%}sn the other
hand, the elites vested with at the same time hardly agitate or sup@s&h calls/agitations
having been write time status quo. This explains why the n%l&nd incessant pressure or

opposite to governance comes mostly from the oppo it@he disadvantaged, or those who
i;

fed aggrieved. Imbalances, Mutual Fears of Do on and Marginalization: These are

critical features of resource control; they l‘ave)\%u ed in mutual suspicion and fear among
The pre-colonial political, Nmic socio-cultural and rescues backgrounds and

'}
experiences of the Nort@ est, on one hand, arc the East am the other; the arrival of

Nigerians.

the colonialists tl% he Atlantic Ocean located finite South; the nature and character of
the Various@religious and get-incikical nationalities welded in January 1914; the
invo Ike pattern of colonial domination and rule - direct and direct; the nature and
character of colonial socio-economic development; the embedded pattern of ckimcarional
inequalities between North and South, which persist till the primacy of the North in terms
of geography and population; and the perceived, feared and resented Northern hegemony in
Nigerian politics are all unaticarie fit resulted in the imbalances of the Nigerian state and
culminating the of domination and marginalization with mutual fears and suspicion am

among the component parts of the Nigerian federation.
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These have occupied the political thought and atmosphere of all the regions and discourse
of Nigeria, irrespective of whether advantaged or disadvantaged in one aspect or the other.
Despite the federal character principle, there still exist imbalances that are more and
relatively tilted towards one region-against the others in different perspectives. There are
similar, other areas where the imbalance/character reflects disadvantaged positions to other
sides/regions of Nigeria, and each of the geopolitical, ethno-religious parts of the country is
disadvantaged and or marginalized in one way or the other, depending on locat%y%e of

public service provided, the top leadership of the establishment in ques;@ ecedence

of its pioneer/preceding leadership character®’. ‘6.\
2.1.8 Salient Reasons for Resource Control 4&

The perpetuation of environmental pollution a@@:t of the Niger Delta by the
Federal government, Shell Nigeria and Che.v@igeria created a perceived need to take
violent action especially by the youth frg_jhe early 1990s. At this time, the destruction
of the Delta environment, especi%%gricultural land that became un-productive, and

pollution of the water courses hady¢ncouraged the local people’s demand for the control of

'}

oil resources found on t@”.

Problematic dis@gﬁon of oil resources in Nigeria provided further motivation for the
Delta struggle. Other protagonists of resource control like, Itse Sagay, Nnimmo Bassey,
Ebe@i Saro-Wiwa, argued that the state’s 50 percent of the proceeds should be paid to
the state in which it was produced, especially on the continental shelf off its land. It is
noted that in order to perpetuate its central control and ownership of the oil wealth, the
Federal government (both military and Obasanjo’s civilian Fourth Republic) reacted to oil

agitation from the 1990s onwards by attempting to suppress it through violent means.
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For example, the politicization of oil through militarization or armed occupation of the
Niger Delta oil-producing area by the central government in the early and mid-1990s was
required for effective maximization of the production and sale of oil. The Federal
government’s repressive action shows its negative response to the demand for resource and
environmental control by the oil-producing areas of the Niger Delta. Their demands were
portrayed as secessionist and resistance movements that had to be crushed, as was the case
in a repressive attack on Ijaw protesters in Yenogoa in December  1998. %&;}Ke the
repressive means employed by the Federal government, resource-rel .ﬁg‘@nds have
increased among the Delta people, because many believed it was thei fu.t}damental right to

have a clean environment and sustainable income for survival® @

2.1.9 Democracy and Federalism Expene@@e Experience of the Fourth

Republic

A

Federalism can be seen as the path n@o the practice of true federalism. Nigeria
democratic and federalism experie%ebmce 1999 till 2007 is nothing to write home about
from Nigerian’s expectations Mears of military government. Nigeria political system
has been with the Khal%% '; years, many democrats and human right activists fought
for democracy, SQQ ed in cause of the struggle, some were imprisoned, some went on
self —exile,@ sack of democracy The military plundered and buttered our economy,
enc human rights and quarantined press freedom for many years. The military
government headed by General Abusalami Abubakar initiated a transition programme from

military to civilian. Election was conducted on 27th February 1999, Olusegun Obasanjo

was elected president of the country and he assumed office on 29th May 1999,

The democratic process that brought him to power was characterized with irregularities.

Obasanjo was not the rightful candidate for the post but his choice was influenced by the
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military cabal to pacify the Yoruba tribes for June 12 1993 election and the demise of
Abiola. The regime of former president made little or no impact to the welfare and
development of the nation Nigeria. The much expected hope from the new civilian
administration was dash a total mirage to Nigeria masses as Obasanjo’s government did
nothing to ameliorate the suffering of Nigerians. The tenure of Obasanjo marked
monumental corruption; recently Buhari accused him of spending N816 billion.naira on

power sector with nothing to write home about on ground®'. Qh)(\

Obasanjo institutionalized corruption with the inauguration and fonﬁ%&n of (ICPC)
Independent Corrupt Practices and other related offence Con@fa -Economic and
financial crime Commission (EFCC). These agencies Yéﬁg%used to diplomatically

institutionalize to perpetrate corruption and cover @eaders, in the same vein used
m

to deal with people that are not loyal to the go%p t mostly the opposition. The same

scenario operates till date. They are aga@

president’s regime that Nigeria lost ;%deral owned public corporations in the name of

position parties. It was in the former

privatization®2. It was Obasanﬁ{i%ime that fuel rose from N20 to N75 all under his
watch. In his memoir, a r)statemen described Obasanjo’s regime as a tragedy and

calamity for Nigeri@bi g his score card as nothing to write home about.

\V

The regim@@ner president destroyed Odi town, Zakin Brian, all these military action
in ciyi iform. He didn’t consider human right. There were numerous cases of corrupt
changes under his watch; there was religious intolerance, frictions, unlawful military
actions, kidnapping and high rate of unemployment. Obasanjo’s projects such as National
Economic Empowerment Development Strategy, National Poverty Eradication Programme
were projects to satisfy his cronies, all ended up in corruption®®. He handed over to another

civilian president Musa YarAdua after an election in 21st April, 2007.

31



The former president had vision for the country but his vision was truncated by his demise.
His seven point agenda came to nothing. He died on 5th May, 2010. His deputy Ebele
Jonathan Goodluck took over from him and he came up with his own transformation
agenda, which was basically a forum to share our national wealth. On 21st May, 2015
President Buhari came as the President of the most populous nation in Africa with a change
mantra. Buhari not too strong for some time travelled abroad for medical treatment for
months, so many things went wrong®. The fight against corruption without pé;}s that

will make life meaningful is tantamount to nothing. The same EF are used

negatively. . %.\
N

The judiciary and Independent National Electoral Com@ are not independent.

ate. Q

Nothing has changed in Nigeria from 1999 till d @;ion that produces crude oil yet
imports fuel, a nation that cannot build one refine %many years. A blessed nation where
people beg to eat. A nation where impurQy.)& n for immunity. A nation where thugs
and militants are rewarded. A natiorkb‘@(e election is always characterized with killing,
violence, arson and other elec@ql&‘gnormalities. A nation where political office holders
are paid what a professor @ﬁls cannot take home for one year in two months. A nation
where insecurity, @, robbery is growing on alarming rate. A nation where
godfatherismAis @%sport for any political office. A nation where cultism is a passport for
higher (@c offices. Membership of fraternal bounds is tied to aspiration for political

office. ¥Wnation where election gets much budget than education. A nation where budget is

been padded and sometimes disappear®’.

A nation where over 80% of the nation’s budget goes to National Assembly. A nation
where corruption is glorified, and corrupt officers given higher position. A nation where
independence of the judiciary is quagmired by political party in power. A nation where

democracy is taken as demo-crazy. From 1999 till date nothing has changed in Nigerian
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federal and democratic experiment as experience. As the nation has been under the siege of
corruption, high cost of governance, over concentration of power at the national level,
electoral malpractices, killing, high cost of living, prebendalism, secessionist clamor,
religious intolerance, unemployment, underdevelopment, intimidation of opposition party

members, money laundering and power failure®.

2.1.10 Democracy
>
>

It was in 1863, at the Gettysburg Address, at a time when the Ameri n\ war was
tearing the Union (which later to metamorphose into the United States ofAmerica) apart
that Abraham Lincoln, in his avid appraisal on the Amer%x claration and the
Constitution, the very documents which midwifed prqse& federalism in the United
States of America and indeed popular govem%@world over as championed by

Thomas Jefferson simply referred to it as the rnment of the people, by the people, for

the people™®’. §J\

The definition of Lincoln on demegcpdcy has become the fundamental and classical and
generally accepted deﬁnitiq&ﬂ‘democracy the world over. One of the obvious facts that
informed this definj I@%as the assurance he got that his government and indeed the
United States’ C%s‘gitution was set up in defense of human rights. He was also urged on by
the fact that™\in addition, the American system also supported a large proportion of the
peohave and develop active interest in their political affairs as it concerns the masses

of the people®.

In 1942, a scholar on democracy articulated the meaning of democracy. For him he said
democracy is a system of government under which the people exercise governing and
administrative powers either directly or through representatives that are required to be

elected periodically by the people. The will of the people in a democratic regime are
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supreme. A democratic government is one in which everyone has a right to contribute his
opinion to the end result of all government process or policy, there is economic, political
equality and fundamental basic rights and fraternal feeling among the constituents of the

state®.

The author examined that in a democratic government, there is free franchise, general and
continuous political participation by all, free discussion in the expression of Helv%@jhat
“I detest your opinions, but I will contend to the death for your right to uttey t t&fie also
included free association and party formation, periodical elections, tole‘r% compromise,
subordination of the differences of the members or citizens'@?general will, and
adequate opportunity to everyone to develop his personal%’)@d access to knowledge,
criticality and means of livelihood and education i sg\gpirit of the constitution”. The

ébe honest, self-reliant, sense of

leaders in a democratic setting are expecte

responsibility and “readjustment of den@ iflstitutions in accordance with hanging

971

conditions”’". '61
P

The definition of democracy has“had a winding path throughout history, being taken for
different things by the @ ';)eriods in the history of human development and politics.
In Athens, demoglii eant the system of governance whereby “the administration of the
city was i%Qands of many and not a few”, even though the state also practiced
arist hich revolved around old families who had good interest in landed property2.
In view of this, all citizens were required to have a share of governance at least once in

every six months, or in the discussion of politics in the general assembly, or participate in

public discussions of public matters.

This might seem odd if taken in the light of today’s society, but it was the means on

enabling all its citizens to participate in the overseas commerce and military activities,
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while the aristocrats concern themselves with the heavily armed infantry and economic
decisions. What was indeed practiced in Athens was “perverted form of government”
because the aristocrats take the said practice to be “a device for exploiting the rich and
outing money into the pockets of the poor””®. This, we think was a subtle way to not the

general take interest in his family matters and in the affairs of state.

Democracy is a state that is governed by and for the interest of the many, who do‘q{@ave

both birth and property, which is why he approved communism as the %}n‘m of

government because of its abolition of the family and permanent r@mous sexual

relationship and training of the children by the state; and prohibiﬁﬁl’&‘ rivate property. He

was minded to use democracy for the production of the grea%@gree of unity in the state

and private property if not contained’. He seemed t s‘@, would be a hindrance to that
N

thus Plato sought to equalize wealth in order to § the disturbing influence of private

property in government and politics’. . )\&

This is why the philosopher made a@mction between the six forms of government in his
book, The Statesman — Monar(Mristocracy and Moderate democracy, which he sees as
the constitutional states& '}three perverted (despotic) States — tyranny, oligarchy and
extreme democra% ob rule. The next person of note who is fundamental to the way
democracy‘%%‘med long before Abraham Lincoln was Aristotle. He agreed with Plato

that re six forms of government, but that the two most fundamental forms,

democracy and aristocracy are seemingly the same’®.

The only point of divergence being the claims to power, that while the one is based upon
the rights to property, the other is based on the welfare of the greater number of human
beings. He argues that money and wealth has little or nothing to do with democratic

participation and politics and that a “citizen is one who is eligible to take part in the
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assembly and to serve on juries”, which is a replay of the Athenian idea of democracy. He
concluded that a democratic government may choose to govern oligarchically, while an

oligarchic government may govern democratically”’.

This we also find in later years during the modern period, the meaning of democracy got
the leading social contract philosophers so pepped up. The most interesting from this point
of view would be the social contract theory. Facts available indicate that the modeK%@ of
democracy actually grew from Locke who wrote that governments are bujlt % a social
compact, or social contract, an implied agreement by all citizens wit \itizens, each

giving his/her consent to sacrifice a “portion of their liberties; I‘\‘{‘ o powers for the

common good of all”’®. Thus government is made possible o@% a result of the voluntary

agreement or consent of the people involved in the%rq@g

This consent, Locke says or is not absolute,,@{t can be recalled or taken back by the
citizens because it is subject to the inali ngynghts of the individual citizens that make up
the compact. Further reflections @examination of democracy in the United States
Declaration of Independence swthat: “Governments are republican only in proportion
as they embody the W@t 2 people, and execute it”, hence no government is to be
submitted to by a% le at the expense of that which is the sole end of government — the
common ga%g the safety of society”. This forms the basis for the further arguments
that @wassed in pointing out that the common good and safety of a society can only

be maintained and sustained by a democratic government.

An author restates John Locke when he surmised that: “Revolution might come...when the
actions of elected representatives were so grossly unjust as to destroy the very trust
between citizens and their government, which is the product of the social contract”®. Thus

for him, one basic necessity for democracy to succeed is for the people to actively
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participate in politics of their society, and for decisions in a political arena to be based on

trust and the ideals of social contract.

In continuing his argument an author contends that a precise definition of democracy is not
really feasible noted that this is because of its dynamic nature. He thus opted to define
democracy as a “political system which supplies regular constitutional opportunities for
changing the governing officials...a social mechanism which permits the largest @gble
part of the population to influence major decision by choosing among c@%&ers for
political office”!. This his view tappers further into the robust (@‘rse that in a
democratic state, it is the presence of meaningful and exten @Ss}npetltlon among
individuals and organized groups coupled with the level 11 and political liberties

granted under a particular system that is a feature of@@égence of a workable democracy.

Some authors also reminded us of Aristotle; s)ﬁtical theory as comparing the quality of
the state laws with the quality of life g raQe} in that state. In their words, “For the law is
relative to the constitution and con@%ntly, a bad state will be likely to have bad laws®2.
Legality itself then is only a rm guarantee of goodness, better than force or personal
power, but quite possib@. \ good state must be ruled according to law but this is not

the same thing as%' that a state ruled according to law is good™®3.

Q

In this direction, it is important to state that Harris agreed that what all societies need is
onlyree of democracy to be able to offer the greatest good for the greatest number. It
is in grounding this argument that he declared that “all political systems have (and should
have) both democratic and oligarchic components and those instances of acceptable
oligarchy for the sake of effective government abound in so called democracies™®*. The

most vital things that matter, according to his analysis, is the fact that the system that is
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eventually chosen by the people, is able to move the political system towards or away from

the ideals of democratization and the rule of law.

An author is not alone in viewing democracy as he eventually did as Harris went further to
amplify the above when he poses and proffers an answer the question “is widespread
political participation desirable?”, holding that political participation is basically
fragmented among the competing groups in a society, and that it is proportiondl @eir
level of participation®. To him, the idealists are right when they said that ¢ ipation as
having positive results for individuals and society that go beyond iﬁ%ﬁental effects,
because it is through our involvement that few are able to s@ﬁ“democracy is a

competitive political system in which competing leaders éd%rganizations define the

alternatives of public policy in such a way tha%@blic can participate in decision

2

The primary ingredient is no longer b caQe_)he people made the compact and are in the
gi

making”%°,

government, but that they are free cipate and demonstrate their interest in politics

and issues around them freeiy\g%)eaking further, the author concludes here that the
“alienation of a large p@ Qof citizens from the political system is not the failure of
the citizens, but g& of the system. What is sometimes taken as a cause of the politics
of power, ﬂ%gtical nature of ordinary citizens, turns out to be an effect of the politics
of rw‘% We agree with him as well as with the idealists on this. In a democratic
government, attention is focused on the evolution of rules or guidelines that determine how

a government is to be organized and what powers it has and for instance the type of system

it will operate — say a federal or unitary system of government.

At this point, we will hesitate to scrutinize the position adopted by one of the greatest

contract thinkers in history, Jean Jacques Rousseau on democracy. We are told was one of
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the most dramatic of his days and was often described as one who differed from his
contemporaries in everything but in his opinion. He defended the rights of the common
man, and in his submission, He said, “It is the common people who compose the human
race; what is not the people is hardly worth taking into account. Man is the same in all
ranks; that being so, the ranks which are most numerous deserve most respect”®®. The
greatest drawback of Rousseau’s theory of government is his introduction of the .“G(ebneral
Will”, which is a collective good that that differs from the private interests of t@%zens,

which lives its own life and fulfills its own destiny and suffers its own fg%\qo

And on the heels of the above, we are wont to state that the e@ Bical definition of
democracy derives from two root Greek words, “Demo” @%g people and “kratein”
meaning rule. In its original meaning, democracy i a@\do with the rule of the people,
equality before the law and general participatio Qe affairs of the state. It is based on
these ideals that we examine the deﬁnitio@% an author who in analyzing this noble
concept agreed with Nzongona-Nt%%ﬂhat democracy is manifested differently the
different epochs, social settings\and*Conveys three basic ideas, as “moral imperative”, as

social process” and as a fgovernance or political practice®.

These democrati Vguﬁghave over the years shifted, particularly between the realists and
the idealis%@realists, we are made to know, tend to define democracy in terms of
mea ends, in terms of methods rather than ideals or goals, an institutional
arrangement for arriving at political decisions. This is what informs the definition above
and a scholar wrote that, democracy is a competitive political system in which competing
leaders and organizations define the alternatives of public policy in such a way that the

public can participate in the decision—making process’!.
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In this sense, democracy is visualized in terms of a government approved by the people,
involvement of the largest number of people in the decision making process and one that
stands or dissolves based on the consent of the citizens that the said government has power

over. This is equally the Locke orientation.
2.1.11 Administration

It is very useful to begin by defining the term administration. Administration mus&@‘m
any organization set up for a defined purpose or objective. Whether on % of the
Church, the army, a university, an industrial or business concern, or @ purely social
organization, there has to be administration because each one é@%&\%zf human beings
brought together in a hierarchical set-up, making use.oQghi, equipment, human and

material resources, all in the quest to attain the{b’b&?\re for which the organization

established. .
B

Thus, the Bishop in the Church, the fieldunarshal in the army, the is vice-chancellor in the
university, the managing direc%&‘iman of an industry or business enterprise, each
with functions and respons‘@ﬁ\es assigned for the accomplishment of the objective or
purpose of the org @%‘ his process requires planning, organization, command, co-

ordination, and %&rpl. All these constitute administration®?.

Simpl d@% administration is the organization and direction of persons in order to
accomplish a specified end. Perhaps the simplest and shortest definition of administration
is the one that says that ‘when two men co-operate to roll a stone that neither could move
alone, the rudiments of administration have appeard’®®. Administration is also said to be a
determined action taken in pursuit of a conscious purpose. It is the systematic ordering of
affairs and the calculated use of resources aimed at making those things happen which

one wants to happen and foretelling everything to the contrary.
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An author also sees administration as a variety of component elements which, together in
action produce the result of a defined task done. Administration, primarily is the direction
of people in association to achieve some goal temporarily shared. It is the inclusive
process of integrating human efforts so that a desired result is obtained. Administration is
the central power house of the motivational impulsion and spirit which makes the
QP

However, in another definition, administration from the aspect of organia%ﬁls and

institution drive to fulfil its purpose™.

materials. He further assert that administration means the organizatioﬁ% use of men
and materials to accomplish a purpose. In other words, it is the @gfi\zed vocation of
managers who have skills of organizing and directing men a@erials just as definitely

as an engineer has the skill of building struct@@ a doctor has the skill of

understanding the human ailments®”, &

A known scholar on this topic says tha a&ﬁstration has to do with getting things done;
with the accomplishment of defin jectives. Administration can be defined as the
activities of groups coopera%y%o accomplish common goals®®. As can be seen,
administration is deﬁne&@c?perative human action or cooperative group behaviour.
The word “coopg&' , 1s the first key element in this definition. Human activity is
cooperative%gs the effects that would be absent if the common goal is to educate a
grou %ﬁviduals who are specialist in the field of public administration have been

brought together.

The second key element of the above definition is the goal and purpose. The idea of goal
is central to the concept of administration in the sense that if there was not a goal, the
member of the group would not come together and cooperate with each other. When

someone determines the objective, the group is informed about that, then the group
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members will start to think about what they can do for the accomplishment of that

objective and they will start to cooperate with each other®’.

Seen from another perspective, administration is defined as “an activity or process mainly
concerned with the means for carrying our prescribed ends™®. In this definition, the
concept of goal accomplishment again plays an important role. As the definition clearly
indicates, administration is mainly concerned with the means that are necessary® f@\‘%he
accomplishment of pre-determined goals. In this, it seems that a new ent is

introduced, that is the concept of ‘means’. The means is the way by w‘%omething is

done or obtained. . %'\
S

Better explained, when a group of individuals are workiq&% the accomplishment of a
common goal, a division of labor is necessary, so%’%?h\ individual will know what to
do. Or there is the need for an authority struc‘@&o control and coordinate the activities
of the many others — for carrying out eQLU}i ends. In this sense, administration is an

activity mainly concerned with th ns. For that matter, cooperation and any other

'\

From the above defini udied, it is obvious that the concept of administration is

method which will insure cc&wra we 1s a means as well.

closely related %@operative human activity in the accomplishment of pre-determined

goals.
2.1.12 :! he Functions of the Administrator

An eminent scholar in the field of administration has suggested a list of functions falling
to an administrator’. The list is commonly referred to by the acronym POSDCORB. He

himself adapted it from the functionalist of the work of a chief executive as elaborated by
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another celebrated expert on administration and scientific management”. Thus, the

acronym encapsulates the basic functions and activities of an administrator.
Planning

Planning is an activity that concerns itself with proposals for the future, with the
evaluation of alternative proposals, and with the methods by which these proposals may
be achieved. From an organizational viewpoint, planning is concerned With&g

organizational goals or objectives and determining the approach by which{'h&%s are to

be established. In this sense, planning determines where the organization i1$'going and the
. \ﬁh'\

general approaches it will use to get there. Planning coordir%g activities of the
organization toward defined and agreed objectives. With Q@nderstanding, planning is

concerned with the future and helps the manager s@ future of the organization'®.

An administrator or chief executive must b@)‘ed with working out in broad outline
with things that have to be done by h%{ganization or department and must decide the
methods to be employed for ing& in order to accomplish the purpose set for the

101 Preparation of the plan or

organization or departmen 141 the greatest efficiency
planning the future @12; of organization necessitates a thorough evaluation of the
present conditic&éhe state of affairs and the capabilities of the organization at the

moment.

Q
The&ementaﬁon of a plan commits an organization to a specific course of action,
therefore, plans should cover a time period long enough to foresee the fulfillment of
commitments made in the plan. In addition to above mentioned, the dynamic nature of
planning requires that it should be flexible, because one never knows exactly what the
future holds. Planning to a certain extent is based on the forecasts or predictions of the

state of future conditions, and the planners may not be so precise in their forecasting or
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predictions. Thus, there may arise the need to adapt the planned activities to the
conditions which are different from those predicted. In this sense plans should be flexible

enough to facilitate such adaptations.
Organizing

Every administrator works within an organizational framework. The successful
administrator must have a solid understanding of the principles of organization a@st
realize that the structure of an organization plays a vital role that canno BX looked.
As a function, organizing is the establishment of the formal structure of au ority through
which departments, divisions and sub-divisions are arranged, de%f&%‘ d coordinated for
the accomplishment of the defined objectives!®. Orgam@ a continuous activity of
every administration; once the formal structure @&rganization is established, this
does not necessarily mean that the very sa,rr\ﬂucture will be in effect in the future
indefinitely. Organizations have to a tQ_e)nselves to the changing conditions of the
environment to perpetuate their ex@ae and in this process of adaptation their formal

structure may be subject to chaw well.
'\

As indicated earliecj&raction between the organization and its environment is a
vital one, and th&@e organization has to take into consideration the changing conditions
of the environment, if it wants to accomplish its objectives and increase its efficiency.
The@ging conditions of the environment may necessitate or may force the
organization to modify its formal structure. In this sense, organizing is one of the

functions to which the administrator has to pay continuous attention.

Staffing
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Staffing is personnel function of bringing in and training the staff and maintaining
favorable conditions of work!®. One of the essential needs of every organization is to
have qualified manpower for undertaking activities related to its goal accomplishment.
Staffing principally deals with the recruitment of employees for organization positions,
with the separation of employees from the organization through retirement, dismissal, or
resignation, with the training of employees, with their salaries and wages, and wi.th their
health, safety and welfare!®. In addition to the above mentioned, promo@};}and
transfers from one position to another is another technique used in t s. of the

employees and these are activities which can be listed under staffing N

Staffing is directly related to the manpower needs of an or@tion which changes in

line with the changing environmental conditions.@ecasting the future and trying
e

to predict the possible changes which will affec&‘
o

is a vital aspect of staffing. As can be seer@%ﬂ

which plays a vital role in the overall % ¢ of organization
ﬁ'»

Directing Q

npower needs of the organization

s simply the personnel administration,

Dir che continuous task of making decisions and embodying them in specific and
general orders and instructions, and serving as the leader of the enterprise. Directing
involves ensuring cooperation among the employees, making sure that each employee
contributes his/her mental or physical efforts for accomplishing the objectives of the
organization. In this sense, some of the individuals otherwise known as administrator

have to direct the others to contribute their quota to the goal accomplishment, and such an
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activity requires lots of decisions. One of the most critical activities of administrators is to
engage in the decision making process. As a matter of fact, almost every position in an

organization involves some decision making!®.

Decision-making is the act of reaching a judgment or conclusion regarding an issue. It is
usually regarded as an intellectual process, the product of an individual mind. However, it
must be emphasized that organizational decision-making is an institutionalized p;@\%ss.

Any ultimate decision in the organization is the end product of the combjn &ts of

organizational decision is a collective product rather than the re 'ﬁny individual’s
choice. &

What really happens is that, in the first place, eve@ is based on information, and
secondly, the decision maker (administrator) @en information regarding the possible
alternatives involved. The alternatives argg)/eloped, and the possible consequences of

each one studied thoroughly by se@ individuals, and then the related information is

given to the decision maker foererationl%.
'}

The ultimate decisi s simply the selection made from amongst the alternatives
submitted to the&q’sion maker. As can be seen clearly, there are several individuals and
several of their contributions in organizational decision making, thus as indicated earlier,
orgaonal decision making is an institutionalized process. As a function, directing is
closely related to leading and leadership style. In general, leadership is the process of
influencing the activities of an individual or a group in its efforts toward goal
achievement in a given situation!?’. This definition of leadership clearly indicates that
leadership process is a function of the leader, the follower, and other situational variables.

In essence, leadership involves accomplishing goals with and through people. Therefore,
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a leader must be concerned about the tasks which are necessary for goal accomplishment

and the relationship among the people who are going to perform the tasks.
Coordinating

Coordinating is also one of the functions of an administrator. It is the task of interrelating
the various parts of the work. Coordinating is an important activity of the administrator,
because in the functioning of an organization, there exists a detailed division of la:Q d
goal accomplishment is possible through the contributions of several 1 %s. As a

'\

result of division of labor, the overall work is divided into its cmon ts, and each
rdgroup, and goal

component is placed under the responsibility of an individ%;k\

N

accomplishment necessitates the establishment of speciﬁg{&iions among various parts

of the work!08. Q’Q\

The need for coordination is taken int %@yration in the process of designing
organizational structure; the units whic@? related work are brought together and placed
under the authority of a co mo@%erior. The normal method of coordination is
hierarchical in its operaticﬁtk\at is, if trouble or a problem develops between two
individuals or units @Qpr is handled by the common higher authority. In addition to
structural arran%@pts, when needed, special committees are established for purposes of

coordination\T0 this extent, the coordinator must continually ensure that the various

bran@?the organization working smoothly.

Reporting

Reporting is the all-important function of keeping those whom the administrator is

responsible informed of what is going on in the organization. While at the same time the
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administrator or chief executive keeps himself and his subordinates informed through

reporting, records and inspection.
Budgeting

Budgeting, or budgetary process, is central to the administration of any organization,
because through budgeting an effective control is exercised over the financial resources at
the disposal of the organization. Budgeting is at the heart of the administrative pr&s,

because “without money work would come to a stop or never would be g%n in the

first place”!?. A similar evaluation is made by an author when they state, $the budgetary
process is central to administration because the control of the %é“l ;erhaps the most
effective tool of coordination™''°, Thus, budgeting is an ji éant element of financial
administration, which includes those operations d\&@ to make funds available to

officials and to ensure their efficient use withiq{%framework of laws.

Financial administration includes the %(')wmg; the determination of financial policies;
preparation of the budget; c lec@revenues and allocating them for the various
activities in view of the ls‘to be accomplished; supervision of expenditures; the
control of the acco @% reporting system; and treasury management and audit. The
analysis of ﬁs@organization and procedures throws light on other aspects of
administration, In this sense, finance and administration are inseparable. Almost every
adm@tlve action has its financial implications, either getting something out of the

treasury or making a contribution to it.
2.1.13 The Concept of Development

The term “development” has a wide range of connotations. Although development may be

described as a societal transformation that helps individuals to reach their human potential'!!,
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It is crucial to remember that, development is a political concept with a number of
connotations depending on the context in which it is used, and it may also be used to reflect
and support a variety of diverse agendas held by various persons or groups. In contrast to
Greenpeace activists, the World Bank’s concept of development is very different. As a result,
there is a lot of confusion about what sustainable development means, because people have
AL
N

There is also an important distinction to be made here: development is a proce@%& r than a

very different ideas about what ‘development” means!!2,

product; it is dynamic in the sense that it involves a transformation fr%ne condition to
another. In an ideal world, such a transition would result in som‘é\% of improvement (for
instance, an improvement in maternal health). To ma%@uters more complicated,

development is frequently thought to be the work %@Mpment agency on behalf of rural

farmers in a developing country. A political process“is at work here because it raises the

question of who has the ability to do what@v om.

Economist and administrators de cvelopment as a growth in complex quantitative

indicators of national output,\e}tional income, consumption, and so on. The term
. ﬂ . . . . . .

“development” is used l@e pert in a fairly generic meaning, referring to the perception of

improved efﬁcacx\oiCDéial and economic activities and functions of a society or situation, as

well as the@ives available to people!'!*. Most people regard progress as an increase in

qual@e, even if it means less goods and services are available.

Another well-known scholar sees development as the process of human society’s evolution!!*.
In terms of an individual’s capabilities, it indicates greater independence, self-discipline, and
so on. In terms of society, development refers to the process through which a society has
grown capable of achieving its potential in a variety of areas, including political, economic

and social''®. Historical definitions of development or society’s development attributed
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economic growth to the concept. It is for this reason that Adam Smith’s economic theory is

necessary for a society’s development; that is, economic growth equals development.

The classical theorists believe that development will come about naturally if there is an
increase in income, production of goods; services andwealth!'!®. Development on the other
hand is multidimensional. One scholar approves the financial definition to be main having
extreme effects on the political, social and also social facets. This indicates that grb@pﬂght

be related to financial development gave that the last cause the combating 60 litical and

also social troubles. ‘%\

In his article, the significance of advancement, he recognize@:ﬁal concerns to be
inquired about the growth of a nation. These are what thQ%e to poverty, what took place
to joblessness, what took place to inequality? Past@' there has actually been a duration
of growth of the nation concerned if these Vari@are on the decrease from a high degree'!’.
If one or two of these main indication angg‘}g even worse, it will certainly be unusual to
call the outcome an advancement if the nationwide revenue has actually created like in
the situation of Nigeria. ThinkMout the degree of poverty and also joblessness and also
the vast space in betw@ '}abundant and also the inadequate, one can say that this

assertion is reall riate in an effort to develop a web link in between these troubles as

well as the%&)f growth in the nation.
2.1.14 Political Restructuring

Political restructuring is another concept that will be reviewed in this research. The concept
of political restructuring means different things to different people. There is hardly a

consensus among people on what political restructuring means. This is because the practice
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of federalism, the world over, has had its challenges. Because federalism goes hand in
glove with democracy, there is always the tendency that, in line with democratic principles,
there is likely going to be those who are dissatisfied with the existing arrangement, hence
would press for changes from the political system for a better deal. This is also given the
fact that the political system under a federal structure has a lot to offer to geographical
contiguity and ethnic differences, especially in countries where development is.far from

being achieved like Nigeria!'®. Q}(\

It is not even in dispute that in developed democracies, there are s@nands on the
political systems to fine-tune or smoothen the rough edges cre}{&%b')) federalism. The
difference between what obtains in Nigeria is that while fedezit& was seen to be a British
colonial creation and foisted on her, in the other @ped climes, federalism was
negotiated and accepted as one viable option fo Q

peaceful existence. In comparative

terms, what would be prevalent in terms Qf dgkn s on the political system would be too
wide to imagine!''®, (@'

In Nigeria, the quest for restruwg usually takes a new twist while in other climes; one

'}
would hardly feel the @ f such demands and the subsequent changes. No wonder,

leading scholars 1& arative federalism were in consensus when they opined that, apart
from Nigeu@ral federal states are either engaged in, or about to begin, the process of
revi eir federal systems in order to retain their relevance to their societies"!'?°. The
implication of this is that even in advanced federal states, political restructuring is still in
sight and not taken as a sign of weakness or something to regret. Federalism offers more of
promises than honouring its promises to the people. This is where the need to constantly
engage the political system to resolve emerging differences for peaceful co-existence. Thus,
it was opined that "federalism can only assure that nobody could be fully unhappy but

certainly not that everybody will be happy with the solution"!2!.
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Federalism in Nigeria has been able to bring all the different ethnic nationalities together
over the years. But unfortunately it has not been able to keep them happy. All the ethnic
nationalities in Nigeria appear to be living together grudgingly over the years due to
perceived social injustices. In an attempt to liberate them from this menace, the quest for
political restructuring becomes expedient. Political restructuring therefore, in the context of
the forgoing, seeks to restructure the existing federation in such a manner that th.e Izobwers
of the federal government are drastically reduced with a view to giving the é%onent
units or federating states and by extension ethnic nationalities t .%nities to
participate in their own affairs as obtainable in developed federa‘Eion 2..'{ his is also in line

with the position of a leading scholar when he said that: @

component units of a political organi articipate in sharing powers
and functions in a /cooperative ma ough the combined forces of
ethnic pluralism and cultural divek% among others, tend to pull their

people apart"!?3. \

Federalism, as I understand it, is a fo \of government where the
i %
e

Going by the definition of federalisg&b-@ove, it is clear that the persistent clamour for
political restructuring can only 8ome*when there is social injustice in where ordinarily there
should be justice. So, w Bre is injustice in a political system that is structured to
achieve not only ju tice@lt nity in diversity, there would then be quest for justice with a
view to brin 'n@back to the original ideals for which the union was either formed or

made to 63

sustairted clamour for 'true federalism' by some federating states and ethnic nationalities in

herefore, political restructuring, in the context of this research, connotes

Nigeria.

It also entails a radical attempt by certain ethnic nationalities and federating states in
Nigeria to question their continuous existence in the political configuration and the entity
called 'Nigeria' in which they were forcefully lumped to live among a people with
perceived irreconcilable differences by the instrumentality of British imposed federal
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constitution. In other words, political restructuring, as being canvassed, is a radical
movement by ethic nationalities and states to unbundle the "no-go-areas' in the Constitution
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (As Amended) with the sole aim of devolving

powers to the component units comparable to other developed federations globally'?*,

While these radical attempts or movements are seen in the light of long years of perceived
social injustices, there is hardly any federation the world over that has no issues b ing
on its federal existence. This is why it has often be said that there is no 'ideal ﬂism’ or
'tfrue federalism', the world over by some scholars of comparative‘%bralism. What
countries do is to consistently adapt to their own realities in ordcrk@ss'ﬁ for a continuous

and harmonious existence in obvious political, economicq@l, geographical, ethnic,

.e%s’g\
2.1.15 What the Nigerian Political Struqtq&Supposed to be

N

The political structure of Nigeria as be%:;lt ed to her by her colonial master is federalism.

cultural, religious, and racial and gender inequalit

Federalism is a decentralized stn%cpe- of government that has many attributes which
distinguishes it from any ot Qg)ntrivances that could be labeled federal government. In a
bid to understand @ % gerian political structure (federalism) is supposed to be, this

section discusse%%low the core feature of true federalism in a succinct manner:
i. A Written Constitution

Constitution is the grundnorm or the fundamental law according to which a particular state
is governed. It is the whole body of fundamental laws, customs, conventions, principles,

rules and regulations according to which a particular country operates'?®. There is no doubt
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that a federation being a conglomeration of dichotomous ethno-regional groups can only be
established through a perpetual covenant of union, which should be enshrined in a written
constitution. This constitution must be made in wide consultation of all these ethno-

regional groups and in their solemn agreement.

The true mark of any federation is that it distributes executive, legislative and judicial
powers between the federal government and the constituent states in a written dqé\@en‘[

known as the constitution'?’

. Hence, the constitution of any federation wil only be
made in solemn agreement of all the ethno-regional groups of the counf%’ must also be
written and documented in a single document. Since it is the c%’ tion that shows in

clear terms the modalities of power decentralization betweq’)@ among the component

units of a federation, it then follows that the constitéiq@pst be written and rigid for easy

reference. %

This also implies that it is an indispens blglyracteristic of federalism which is a system of
government in which there is cons@ﬁnal division of power among coordinate levels of
government. Supremacy of the ‘ednstitution: one fundamental feature of federalism is
supremacy of the cons&) '\The constitution of a federation must be supreme and

binding on all pe@uthorities and governments. This is to ensure that all actors of the

federation %@within the limits of their jurisdiction and not encroach on the powers of

anotJQQ

ii. Equality of Power between Levels of Government
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A federation is one in which the levels of government operational within it are equal and
coordinate in power. This simply means that in true federalism no tier of government is
superior or subordinate to the other'?%. Similarly, federal principle holds that the constituent
units/ states that form a federation should relate to the federal authority on equal plane. No
region or state should have more or less power in their relationship or interactions with the
central or federal government. Any negation of this is a digression from true federalism as

the regional governments can no longer relate among themselves as equal. Q}i\
iii. Equality in Ethno-regional Representation ‘%\
.\

One of the major reasons of adopting federalism is the @ce of ethno-tribal
heterogeneity. This is because federalism permits the, egn\&epresentation of all tribes,
ethnic groups, and regions in governance so asgto ®}re that no tribe ethno-regional
nationality is marginalized or is left to lagh@ developmentally and otherwise. This

makes equal representation of ethnic a&d'Qgional groups a integral characteristic of true

N

iv. Fiscal Autonomy %.\

Local government Ql\jlgeria is entitled to fiscal autonomy being a level of government

federalism.

within a cou \ practices federalism. What this means is that all levels of government
within a@de ation is fiscally autonomous. Financial subordination marks an end of
fede& no matter how carefully the legal forms may be preserved'?’. True federalism
does not permit over concentration of power and resources in the hands of either the central
government or the component units as to make it more powerful to lord its will over the
other especially as regards to fiscal relationship. Autonomy of each government:
Federalism is a political system that emphasizes relative independence of each level of

government.
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Federal system must be fashioned in a manner that each level of government should be
coordinate to another and that no tier should be seen to be subservient in relationship with
others in the federation. The implicit of this is that any government which in practice
contradicts the foregoing principle is unfit to be called a federation. This principle is
necessary as it ensures that the federal government acts within the ambit of its
constitutionally assigned powers while the state and local governments carry out ‘Eheir own

affairs without intimidation or frustration'3°, Qh)(\

The autonomy of the constituent units of a federation is a bedrock, @-daﬁon and a
defining principle of true federalism. Division of powers and respg@ii’ﬁes: Federalism as
a political system is one that is marked with clqz?& power division and
decentralization'®!. The constitution of all fede%@lly possesses a formula for

dividing power among the levels of government..Th

— exclusive list, concurrent list and residu@

ormula is seen in the legislative list

The exclusive list is set aside for '%e federal government to legislate on and have
basically matters of national Mance such as foreign policy, currency and minting,
defense, extradition, m@) gtc. The concurrent list is jointly legislated upon by the
levels of govermgkei esent in a country while the residual legislative list is reserved
exclusively@constituent units of government to legislate on. The rationale behind this

consti @1 division of powers and responsibilities in a federation is to eliminate

intergovernmental conflict between and among the federating units'*2,
2.1.16 Nigerian Political Structure — Federalism or Pseudo-federalism?

Having laid down the benchmark for federalism. It is imperative to critically examine the
Nigerian federalist political culture to ascertain if truly it meets the benchmark of

federalism, or it is a non-federalist practice disguised as federalism which we’ve chosen to
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refer to as Pseudo-federalism (false federalism). This examination however, will hinge on

the manner of Nigerian practice of the core principles of federalism:
i. Written Constitution

The Nigerian constitution which is the fundamental law through which the Nigerian state is
governed is by nature a written constitution. It is one that clearly specifies the structure and
system of government operational in the country and as well showcases the r@ in

which power and responsibility is decentralized among the levels of goy%x@@resent in

the country (federal, state and local government). However, it is ob§?/e in dismay that
.\

this constitution in unitarily inclined as it was imposed on t@ﬁ ns without proper

N

consultation, referendum or involvement of the citizens in j %ﬂactment process.

N
A historical analysis of the entire Nigerian constit@ will leave every analyst with three
dominant factors which are the inﬂuence@»@jalism, national political elites and the
military!*3. By this, there is an absoluté\jusfification for the constitution’s unitary nature,
having been made by the mili ar)Q;g hastily imposed on the citizens to facilitate the
transition into a new regim, h%§ marked democracy in 1998/1999. Since the constitution
was imposed and d @%ot citizenry involvement in its making, it then follows that the
making of the c&@tution is neither cognizance of the ethno-regional heterogeneity of the
country nor did it bring these groups to a negotiation table to have a perpetual agreement of

unio@ that of the structure that would best suit the administrative operation of their

entities.

This little mal-federalist practice out rightly makes the Nigerian federalism a false one as
one of the core attributes of federalism is not adhered to. Similarly, some scholars have
argued that true federalism requires the ethno-regional governments have their own various

constitutions citing instances in the case of USA, Australia and Canada. They argue that a
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federation run by one single federal constitution without constitutions in the constituent
units is one that is unitary in disguise. In support of this argument held that a federal
government confines its application to cases in which states, while agreeing on a measure
of delegation of powers to a common government, yet in their domain, continue to preserve

their original constitutions.

What the above legal luminary is asserting is that the federating units do not gng@L all
their laws to the federal government for the formation of a federal constitutio er; they
surrender some parts of their laws to the central government while reta‘i%@thers in their
individual constitutions'*. A federal system is an arrange% Between separate
autonomous governments, it therefore follows that there shéd%e separate national and

regional governments which imply separate con%@for each government. By this,
t

every component unit of a federation is suppos ave a constitution which guides its

operation with regards to its affairs. ( ‘\&

This is not so in Nigeria where onl}@‘ ederal constitution is used to run the affairs of the
entire country with no ethno-regiondl or state constitution. Autonomy of each government:
In the words of some ab@s t?le autonomy of each government as obtainable as a core
feature of federa@{gﬁﬂphasizes that separateness of government also requires that each
govemmen%gxist not as an appendage of another government but as an autonomous

entit at it will be able to exercise its will in the administration of its own affairs

without external direction from another government!'3>.

The implicit of this is that a federation does not permit the dominance of one level of
government on the others in existing jointly with it in the country. Hence any arrangement
which allows this, does not qualify to be called a true federalism. Little wonder why a

scholar asserted that concentrating too much power and resources on a particular level of
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government is capable of intoxicating it and making it to dictate the affairs of other levels

of government coexisting with it.

However, the Nigerian federalist political structure is one that pay no heed to this core
feature of true federalism as the 1999 constitution has wielded more powers to the federal
government making it more superior and capable of dictating the affairs of the state and
local government. The exclusive list having 68 items is solely left for the {@ﬂal
government; the concurrent list is within the jurisdiction of the federal govge and the

state government with the federal government prevailing in case of any‘%c

The same federal government is vested with the power to legislét%ﬁspect to any matter

incidental or supplementary mentioned elsewhere in the @ative list. Again, the local

government in Nigeria can be best seen as an ap@f the state government having

been constitutionally created under section Z(\&i handed over to the control of the state

government under section 7(2) of the nggﬁ constitution, who (state) have the power to
>

dictate the existence of local gove@n

finance. This is a complete Mﬁon of the core principle of federalism. Hence, a

within their territory and to meddle with their

symptom of pseudo fed in the name of federalism.

ii. Equalit deratlng Units

The e e@féfthe federating units in a federation must be reflected in some reasonable
balance etween the units in area, population, and wealth which will ensure that all units
can maintain their independence within the sphere allotted to them and that no one can
dominate the other. This attribute of true federalism is negated in Nigeria where there is
gross inequality in area, population, number of states and local governments within the

regional zones.

59



This has brought about special treatment and recognition of some federating units at the
detriment of others, with complete disregard that the principle of equality of federating
units being a characteristic of true federalism holds that federating units must relate to each
other and to the federal government on an equal base without any special recognition to any
federating unit at the detriment of others. Instances are in the number of states within the
different geopolitical zones in Nigeria, where the north-west has 7 states, the south east has
5 states, the south-south has 6 states, north-east has 6 states, north- central 6@'{;&, and

south-west has 6 states; there is a clear marginalization of south east a: \S@ce on the

north-west. %0\

Viewing it from a regional perspective, the northern reglon h@@tates while the southern
region has 17 states. Is this not clearly a special rec g% and treatment of the northern
region? This is also applicable in terms of local govérnments in the regions. In addition to
this, the federalist political structure of B@ejﬁutloned the country in such a way that
the northern region has an estimated '%ber of 75% of the country’s land mass and over
60% of its population desplte that landmass and population are part of the criteria

for revenue allocation and ing of national cake.

This arrangemen Qﬁérly unequal and has in all ramifications given the northern region
an undue M%@e to maintain absolute dominance in the government of the federation as
the s capacity to dictate actions and policies to be pursued'. Little wonder, the
laudable report of the 2014 national conference which the northerners believe does not
reflect their own best interest has suffered implementation setback till date despite attempts
made jointly by all southern states to bring it to life. This evidently paints the federalist
political structure of Nigeria as pseudo-federalism. Fiscal autonomy: Fiscal autonomy of

the federating units/levels of government is a key attribute of true federalism.
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Any form of financial subordination will mark an end to federalism no matter how
carefully the legal forms may be preserved. Therefore, for there to be a true federation, it
must be structured in a way that each level of government is resourcefully buoyant and
financially capable of carrying out its constitutionally assigned duty. It is on this ground
that a scholar argued that if the federating units/sub-national governments find their
constitutionally assigned functions too exorbitant that their resources they cannot fund it
and for this purpose resort to the federal government for subsidies and grants; tb%{}éy are

no longer coordinate with the federal government but subordinate to it”}%\

However, the reverse of this argument is practically present wit}@s?ederalist political
structure of Nigeria where the revenue sharing formula is S]@;% in favour of the federal
government having been constitutionally assignec%@we functional responsibilities at

the expense of the sub-national governments.% he federal government of Nigeria
e

enjoying hegemony in revenue allocation,(thegéf

political reasons are made unviable a%& It of their weak fiscal base. The effect of this is

nd local government which created for

overdependence of about 85% é&hg'}\!igerian states on the federal government to run their

state; especially Lagos s hose public debt owed to the federal government is the

highest in the coun‘tQ)Q
W\

Most statw@eria can neither run the affairs of their domain nor meet the salary
obli f their workforce on their own without waiting for the monthly statutory
allocation. This is a justification of the rapid increase in the number of states owing their
workers’ salaries for months, and the reason that some states have place their workers on
disguised salary basis where the salaries are either reduced in small quantity or on half
basis. The fiscal condition of the local government however is the most pitiful, having been
an offshoot of the state government and having a joint account with the state government

for the reception of revenue allocation; of which the state meddle with!3.
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The local government allocation is often times denied by the state and at other times, the
state government dissolves the local governments while still receiving their statutory
allocations from the federal government. A typical example is that of Imo state where Gov.
Rochas Okorocha dissolved local government and established a constitutionally
unrecognized community government, yet still receiving statutory allocation of the local
governments from the federation account. This is the rationale behind the f.unctional

incompetence of local government and consequently the horrendous underdevqﬁ}ént in

[ ]
rural communities'?. %QO

The above scenario within the federation of Nigeria paints a pictugé\% I8¢ federalism as it

is an absolute derail from the core principle of true federali %rom the foregoing, it is

obvious that the Nigeria federal structure is marke @pseudo-federalist imperfections
N

emerging from the abuse of and derailment fro%Z e core attributes of true federalism.
i

This implicitly exposes that the federalist &

Pseudo-federalism. '61
P

2.1.17 The Need for Political Restructuring of the Nigerian State: An Analytical

o

Over the years %\m recent times, many scholars, elites and average Nigerians have been

| structure of Nigeria is nothing but

Discourse

on an outcryzthat their voices have become deafening to the ears of all. What do they
clam: or? Restructuring! Many questions have been asked and people tend to seek
justification for which the political structure of the country should be restructured; others
claim that those who clamour for political restructuring do so for the benefit of their own
self-interest. Hence, the latter address the former as the sub-optimalists of the current

political structure — federalism!4°,
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However the case may be, one thing sacrosanct is that Nigerian federalism is observably on
paper, as in practice what the country has at best is pseudo-federalism since there exist ill-
federalist practices within the federalism operational. Little wonder, referred to the
Nigerian political structure as the feeding bottle federalism. Some of these ill-federalist
practices are outlined below in question format as a catalyze-able justification for
restructuring the political structure of the country so as to move it from being the.so (cballed
“feeding bottle federalism” to a more advances, better and improved political stqég}e that
would be able to accommodate the varying interests of all the ethno- 1. Q@oups and
levels of government, getting them satisfied and bonded together. in 'ty\without any form

of marginalization or agitation for secession'*!. @

&

The above age long rape on the federalist principl@d with apparent abuse of federal
{1

character principle enshrined in the Nigerian c% on by the current president Buhari

led administration in areas of appointmelft 111%;\(

and neglect of some sections of tl@untry may have awaken the consciousness of

positions and alleged marginalization

Nigerians on the need for urgentpoljtical restructuring of the Nigerian federation. From the
above, any sound minde@o’ﬁ putting on his analytical glasses would see the need to
restructure the political structure of the country on which all the above questions hinges on.
These questi @ aising dusts and tensions of conflicts. It is in lieu of the consequences
brewin @n ese questions which are outrightly conflicts that this paper tends to present
below, scholarly tangible reasons to restructure the Nigerian political system. These

reasons are well buttressed under the following headings and they include:
Origin, Formation and Consolidation of the Nigerian state

A prominent secessionist and restructuring agitating group known as Indigenous People of

Biafra (IPOB) in one of their broadcasts on January 1, 2015 on Radio Biafra said that the
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country Nigeria as an entity has expired on December 31 of the previous year 2014; the
year that the country marked the centenary of its amalgamation. They vehemently alleged
that the charter of agreement that merged the northern and southern protectorate into one
single legitimate entity called Nigeria provided that after a hundred years 100years, if the
two sides merged together see themselves as incompatible with each other, they have
Qe

However, the authenticity of their claim is what I cannot establish as no of the

utmost right to secede.

involvement of Nigerians in the agreement to merge the northern‘% the southern
protectorates as one in1914 has surfaced till date. The signiﬁcg@sﬁk about the 1914
exercise was that no member of the diverse ethnic groups %’@ake up the protectorates
was brought to a negotiation table to agree on the @ As at the time of the merger,
most of the Nigerian nationalists were still tend%T ittle children. For instance, Nnamdi

Azikiwe was 10years old as at then, Obaﬂem&}ir

old, Tafawa Balewa 2years old, and @ony Enahoro has not even been conceived since

owo Syears old, Ahmadu Bello 4years

he was born in1923. The big&%ﬁon then becomes, who/which Nigerian signed the

amalgamation treaty? Thi}@pﬂﬁy shows that the entity Nigeria was not amalgamated but

rather balkanized. C)Q
N

It is but A@osed state; and this imposition affects the country today and the
functi % of its political structure whose foundation was laid during the colonial period.
This&cause, the ethnicup Nigeria today we regional groups that make re as at that time
not consulted before the protectorates were merged and neither did they come into any
formal agreement. Hence, they have continued to disagree till date as a result of their non-
consultation prior to the merger of 1914. The amalgamation of the northern and southern

protectorates in 1914 extricable complicated Nigeria’s destiny!'#2.
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Thus, if agreement and harmony should be brought between and among the various ethnic
nationalities that constitute Nigeria, there is need to go back to the drawing and negotiation
table where the diverse ethnic groups of about 371 in number will be fully represented, to
negotiate in agreement or disagreement of the unification of all ethnic groups in Nigeria
under one sing le political structure. This in all ramification is a need to politically
restructure the country otherwise, Nigeria would continue to be what Awolowo ca}led it “A

mere geographical expression”, because the trending problem of Nigeri@itical

structure is rooted in our fear of unity!+. - E\QO
Democracy and True Federalism . @“

Lots of political actors and scholars in Nigeria and beon%& over the years stood their

ground to say that Nigeria neither practices den;@&h\or federalism; rather, what we

have at best is disguised Unitarianism a,ndi%tatorship, of which we have termed

federalism. Pseudo, For instance, in th ng)of the former vice President of Nigeria Atiku

Abubakar, as expressed in This Da@vspaper dated June 12, 2016; “the present structure

of Nigeria is a pointer to the tM at the heart of the nation... agitations by many right
"

thinking Nigerians calls restructuring and a renewal of our federation and democratic

system to make i@entralized, less suffocating and less dictatorial in the affairs of our

country’s e@nt units and localities™ %,

The@cn of his expression is that the federalism operational in Nigeria is one that has
grown into a maze; hence it is dysfunctional and breeds conflict. The current federalist
political structure operational in Nigeria is one which centralized most powers at the
federal government, thus bringing about federal abuse power at the detriment of the state

and local government. Observable within Nigeria polity is the practical expression of Lord
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Acton’s words “that power corrupts and absolute power corrupt absolutely”, as the federal

government having been allocated with much power tends to be corrupted.

The current President Muhammadu Buhari does not give credence to verdicts of the court
thus negating the rule of law. In an interview granted to Daily Sun, Professor A B. C.
Nwosu (a one-time Political Adviser to President Obasanjo), starts by defining
restructuring as: ...let us change the structure. What is the structure? There is tqd\@lch
power at the centre. The Federal government has too much power, too much sibility,
too much money, much to waste.... I thought change was if it is not gf)%br the country,
we would do it. Is there anybody who has not seen that the feqé\&‘ﬁ%aiemment has too

much power, and too much responsibility? Q‘)&%

Is there anybody who does not see that the ov;@ 70 per cent spent on recurrent
expenditure is wrong? Is there anybody who @Ot see that the federal government has
over 800 parastatals and that it is wro, ’.Q_)\here anybody who does not see that having
over 42 ministries is wrong? Wh ed why people are asking for restructuring, he
answers by asserting that: The Mure that we have is anti-development. The structure we
have is unjust and unfab’Qe Qg to the school of thought that regards restructuring more
of devolution of Q than regionalization of Nigeria. With this picture painted of the
current Nig%{Qederalist political structure, a picture of federalism in the nature of
Unit %1, a picture of federalism where the rule of law is trampled upon, a picture of

federalism that is anti-developmental, unjust and unfair; would a sane person not argue that

the current Nigerian federalist political structure be restructured?

He would definitely; as it is no news that the rudimentary functional characteristic of
federalism is decentralization of power and a rule of law-guided-democracy'#. Adele being

cognizant of the lapses in the current federalist political structure and democracy of Nigeria
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stated in his article published in June 7, 2017 in The Guardian Newspaper that “the country
must not fall victim to the fetishism or magic of legal constitutional design'#¢. It must also
begin to find ways of re-strengthening and deepening the spirit, the political culture of
democracy and federalism, as mechanisms for managing diversity and pursuing the public

interest in a plural society; otherwise the design effort will be in vain”.

Ethno-regional Satisfaction and Unity y {b
The call for political restructuring nudges at the heart of millions of‘%% who are

outraged by the present structure of the federation which has increasingly become a recipe
for uncertainty, insecurity and instability. This is basically don%\}ét :o—regional bodies
such as the Pan-Yoruba socio-cultural group of the qut%%igeria, the Afenifere of the
west, the Pan-Igbo umbrella body of the east, the %@Ndi Igbo of the east, the Arewa
Youth Movement of the north, the MOSOP K&%@ south-south, the Niger-delta militants
and Niger-delta avengers etc. The re so@}their outcry for political restructuring of
Nigeria is one worthy of considerati %peace and unity should thrive in the country'#’.
These reasons cut across ethno%gnal dimensions. Regionally, questions have been asked
on why the south — eastbeQn ';s only five (5) states, the north — west have seven (7) and

all other regions %‘ x (6) each; implying that in a representative sense of democracy,

south — eas@S senators, north — west 21 senators, and other regions 18 senators each;

does@%ect the meaning of equity and balance?

Similarly, amidst the 774 constitutionally approved local government areas in Nigeria,
south east has 95, north — west 186, north — east 113, south — south 125, south — west 137
and north — central 112; why do this kind of political structure exist? Does it reflect equity
and balance? The implicit of this political structure is that the south east becomes

marginalized in the politics of revenue allocation and that of sharing of national cake as
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well as in development planning which has population principle as its yardstick!*®. There
have been multifarious agitations against marginalization from the south-east region which

has often times resulted to conflicts, taking up of arms and consequently bloodshed.

Similarly, there have been numerous cases of conflict on resource control in the south —
south region of Nigeria who has constantly wailed that the resources found within their
territorial environment have always been exploited by the government without h;\\%ging
them in the exploitation of such resources. An Amazon from the region A%& Briggs
stated that the political restructuring of Nigeria remained the only scﬂ%t to numerous
protests and deep-rooted anger that have constantly fuelled tens'@\& dinhibited Nigeria

from moving forward'®. QQ}&%

Ethnically, the Niger — deltans consisting of a c%&\ration of ethnic groups ranging
from Ogoni, Kalabari, Ikwere, Etchie, [jaw, l{ﬁiri and others, have cried out severally
against marginalization and federalist i Qﬂce even when they harbor the source of the
country’s economic power. Their st and outcry for political restructuring did not start
today but dates back to the rem control struggle of 1966 botched by the Isaac Adaka
Boro — led attempt to c ';r — delta republic which till date have culminated into oil

—related restivengﬁi e region even after the death of Adaka Boro'°.

Q

The Niger —'deltans have in recent past took arms to defend their God — given resources
sincite their ownership of the resources, the government tend to exploit them and use
the revenue gotten from their land to enrich and develop other areas of the federation while
they languish in abject poverty, poor infrastructures and lack of good water supply; since
their water bodies have been polluted through the extraction of their mineral resources (oil).

The consequences of their taking arm is the bombing of oil pipelines, kidnap of oil
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extractors and stopping of oil extraction process which had caused Nigeria fortunes in the

international market.

The other ethnic group (Igbos) represented by the “Ohaneze Ndigbo” have on their own
called for political restructuring of the Nigerian state; this is ascertainable in the words of
Chief Enwo Igariwey of Ohaneze Ndigbo who stated that they (Ndigbo) have been calling
for political restructuring because they believe it is in the best interest of the coup{%ﬁnd
that the Igbos will only vote a presidential candidate who have restructuring a in his
manifesto come 2019”. The Igbos which are another ethnic group ‘@\hrough their
various mouthpiece spoken of their being marginalized in the*a %’iﬁn of government

seats. Little wonder, many rebel nationalist groups have r1se@ this ethnic group either

calling for restructuring or for secession. @

Typical examples are Indigenous People of B@IPOB) Movement for Actualization of
Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB), 10nlst Movement (BZM) etc. The stance of
the Igbos on the Nigerian politica ure as deducible from the speech of the Deputy
Senate President, Senator Ike %)eremadu at the World Igbo conference (WIC) held in
Enugu holds that “the@@ l?m Ndigbo demand of Nigeria is a restructure of the
federation so tha\q component part of it can substantially harness its resources, cut it

coat accor@s cloth and develop at its own speed... Igbos should peacefully struggle

for q@eal within the Nigerian common wealth and this struggle must be sustained by

Nigeria™!%,

The issue of these incessant agitations and struggles over resource control and restructuring
often breeding conflicts by the different ethno-regional bodies is a sufficient reason to
restructure the federalist political structure of Nigeria, so that each region and ethnic group

will have their interest met and satisfied and their restiveness and agitations curbed.
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Restructuring the federalist political structure of Nigeria in an ethno-regionally agreed way
will in all ramifications satisfy the diverse interests of the various ethno-regional entities in

Nigeria and bring about unity in ethno-regional diversity within the country.
Necessary and Important Realities

Many questions have been raised on the high concentration of authority and responsibilities
on the federal government. Whereas most people said that this concentration 1& the
Nigerian political structure a unitary federalism, others have similarly sai % it is the

reason behind the inefficiency of federal government in discharging heir functions;

0
. \b |
whereas another set of people are of the opinion that it is the rea@ ind the high rate of

&
N

Judging from all direction, the indications of the p@tlons of the above groups of people

corruption at the central government level'>!.

points towards negativity. Therefore, the<}®;l to decongest, to decentralize and to
ili

deconcentrate the authorities and respc@) ties accrued to the federal government to the
state and local government in o der%cg-ake it functionally efficient. In an inaugural lecture
delivered in the University&l}&igeria Nsukka earlier this year, it was argued that it is a
matter of unnecess f@%federal government of Nigeria to be the sole handler of some
necessary and i@gant realities like the police, issuing of drivers licenses, construction of

the so called federal roads and bridges, and provision of secondary education'!.

Q
Sim@ former military president of Nigeria Gen. Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida in his
2017 Eid-elfitr message to Nigerians said that “restructuring has become a national appeal
as we speak, whose time has come. I will strongly advocate devolution of powers to the
extent that more responsibilities are given to the states while the federal government is
vested with the responsibility to oversee our foreign policy, defense and economy. Even the

idea of having federal roads in towns and cities has become outdated and urgently needs
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revisiting. That means we need to tinker with our constitution to accommodate new

thoughts that will strengthen our nationality”.

There is no gainsaying to the fact that they are unequivocally right, these are duties that the
state and local governments can efficiently carry out; why is it that the state and local
governments are absolutely dependent on the federal government for these? These
consequences of this could be seen in the case of Anambra state Governor during\t%‘last
gubernatorial election of the state of which he was not only a sitting go but an
electoral candidate recontesting; he was left with no police officer to o(@h security and
he had to hire the services of his hometown vigilante security ser"\)f% 1) This justifies the
reason that many scholars and elites have been agitating for %&g%ovemment policing; but

this could not be easily done since the current fe%l@w itical structure of the country

has concentrated such powers as to regulate policiftg’and other necessary and important

realities on the federal government. ( )\&

Similarly, most of the federal roads@worse than death traps, a typical example being the

Onitsha Enugu express road Mas forced motorists to seek another route between
'}

Amansea Awka throug@ u to Umunnya where the situation of the road is nothing to

write home aboug\‘ he state government been in charge of constructing or maintaining

the federal@le situation of this road would not be the same since other state roads in

the s@ain very good shape.

Therefore, to make federal government more efficient, there is need to restructure the
current federalist political structure in such a way that more authorities and responsibilities
will be devolved to the state government while the federal government concentrates on

issues such as foreign policy, economy, defense (military), migration (immigration and
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emigration), international relations and aviation, and any other function which is of

classical importance that it will not be efficiently handled by the state and local government.
Rapid and Competitive Development

The state of development within the Nigerian territory is appalling when compared with the
country’s enormous human and natural resources. It only stands to suggest the proof of the
resource curse hypothesis. Many have argued that the reason that Nigeri:a\;bstill
underdeveloped rests on the corruption on the central government w IQK Q)loits the
country’s resource without putting the proceeds developmentally .in use. Others have
argued that the reason that most states of the Nigerian federaéiés}ur .:10t developing at
speedy pace is because they lack the necessary power.n@o harness what is at their

disposal in terms of resources, in order to make de@ t a reality.

Nigeria is a federation with 36 states’ s .o%%d 774 local government areas which
totally rely on the distributive pool ac%r'lt tederation account) to perform their assigned
constitutional responsibilities ithi&ir respective domains. The system of government
that brings states to the cen%b{the end of every month to share money is not sustainable;
there is need to rest @Qe federation in such a way that all persons and partners in the
federation be it %@s or regions have the capacity to develop their internal resources with

which they can develop at their own pace.

Hen&stmcturing the current federalist political structure in such a way that states and
local government have more revenue sources and powers to control the resources at their
areas of occupancy will boost their development functionality and will breed rapid and
competitive development across regions in the country which is a giant step towards the
development of the country in general. In addendum, it will be a milestone towards job

creation.
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Giving a practical example, it has been said that the north — central zone of Nigeria has
abundance of natural resources buried under their soil, imagine if Nigeria is politically
restructured in such a way that each state is giving authority to mine, harness and control
the resources endowed on it by nature and then pay royalties to the central/federal
government; then the north — central region will become a new bride for solid mineral
exploitation and development; thus an industrial hub creating millions of emplo(gent

opportunities to all Nigerians. Q‘)(\

Now taking cognizance of the fact that virtually all states of the federatlf)% 1n possession
of these resources either in terms of solid and liquid natural @,r'ee or agricultural
resource, then obviously all Nigerians will be under one em ent or the other and each

state will be striving to develop more than the oth%@ a sufficient need to restructure

the political structure of the country in order to .acttralize the development of the country

and its citizens. CJ)\&

Functional Competence and Inte@rnmental Harmony

The political structure of t@gerian state — federalism, has been defined as a system of
government in whi @% is constitutional division of power between two or more
coordinate leveléﬁg government existing and interacting within a country. The Nigerian
federalism is\one that has three constitutionally created levels of government — federal,
stat@ocal government; but practically two levels of government — federal and state as
the local government is submerged into the state government. Hence, visibly sprouted is the
issue of constitutional in balance within the constitutional framework of the federal

political structure of Nigeria.

Whereas the constitution created the local government as the independent third tier of

government in section 7(1) of the 1999 constitution of Nigeria, it handed over the creation,
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management and control of the local government to the state government in section 7(2).
This has been reason for the functional incompetence of local government which has
resulted to the motion to abrogate the local government as a tier of government at the
national political conference (CONFAB) organized by Goodluck Ebele Jonathan’s led

regime in 2014.

This proves that the local government is dependent and un—autonomous. Simi‘l@the
state government which has been attributed with practical independence and anbmy has
also been seen as being functionally incompetent; the reason is that theq%} government
most times ceases statutory allocation of the state government as @H@ seen in the case
of the Lagos state government Vs. federal govemmen%’é&ng President Olusegun

Obasanjo’s regime; they are similarly, subject to th@{@ps of the federal government as

to the determination of the amount to pay for the minimum wage.

From the above, are the levels of gova§'§gj)\m Nigeria really co-ordinate? This practice
has right from the time of its practi@:@ s to make the local, state and federal government

inefficient. It also serves as a befitfing reason to restructure the Nigerian federalist political

'}
structure as it will iue@ e fire of intergovernmental conflict ignited by the above

problems of igeridn federalism and facilitate functional competence and

intergovem%@harmony between and among the levels of government in existence in
Nigg”%g
2.2 Theoretical Framework

The task before this research is to investigate federalism and the challenges of resource
control in Nigeria. The most relevant theories to this study include the frustration-

aggression theory, system theory, structural-functional theory, and Rawl theory of justice.
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2.2.1 Frustration - Aggression Theory

The theory was propounded by a group of scholars including, John Dollard, Neal Miller,
Leonard Doob, Orval Mowrer and Robert Sears in 1939*2. Further developments on the
theory were made by Neal Miller in 1941 and Leonard Berkowitz in 1969. The theory states
that aggressive acts are not carried out in isolation, but are products of a gap or failure in
expectations or inability to achieve set goals or objectives'>*. According to® @, the
occurrence of aggressive behavior always presupposes the existence qQf tion and,
contrariwise, that the existence of frustration always leads to some fonﬁ%ggression“z. The
significance of the above statement is that frustration is not only a @aogical or emotional
experience, but a result of incapacity of reaching or meeti@)@nned and expected needs.
They further differentiate between frustration and g@l Accordingly, frustration is an
event which is characterised by certain actionﬁl ehaviours called effects. The effects

constitute what is termed generally as a(sho&}é

vehemently destructive behaviours. ‘b@' relationship between the frustration-aggression

aggression, which may take violent and

theory and the challenges ofwg)federalism and resource allocation in Nigeria is not
farfetched'?. Owing to t fpation of rights of control and management of states owned
resources by the fe@gv rnment, and the subsequent elimination at first, and reduction of
the derivati @ tion by the same power - drunk federal government, the rights and
expectati %he states and their rural areas are dashed. What is offered to these resource
gener@g states are peanuts compared to the revenue accruing from the exportation of these
products!. Resultantly, there have been loud and violent expressions from the regions and

states concerned for a greater participation in the control and management of their resources,

as normative in a federal arrangement'>?,

Beginning from the actions of Major Isaac Adaka Boro in 1966, after the recommendations

of the Binn's Commission of 1964, other agitating groups such as Ken Saro-Wiwa's
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Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP); Asari Dokubo's Movement for
the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) and Ateke Tom's Niger Delta Revolutionary
Front (NDRF), had emerged to vent their anger on the deprivative actions of the
government*?. Though these groups have been less violent in their agitations, the emergence
of the Niger Delta Militants (NDM) took a new turn around. Through various violent actions
such as pipeline vandalism, kidnapping of expatriates in the oil regions, burning o.f oil fields,
incessant oil theft, coastal encumbrances, environmental degradation and kidn@;\ng of top
government officials, the group made their anger and frustration kno . overnment.
These aggressive actions while on the rise, had truncated not only ec rqlc but also political,
social and environmental peace. At the international scene, Ni @\became an economic and

social pariah to investors and Civil Society Orgamzatlon %) )2,

2.2.2 The Structural-Functional Theory Q

Some eminent researchers first pr Q(y the Structural Functionalism theory of
organizations, which was later ir@'ed and reformed as a system or collection of
interrelated components WhichMer create a whole!>*. However, the theory was heavily
influenced by the field i lggy and was later embraced in political and administrative

studies. To the sg{i ist, unemployment is an issue which they have to delve with and

unemployn%@ a far reaching effect in all areas of the society.

Stru@ Functionalist approach offers an explanation on how to determine the results of a
combination of contradictory political systems in many developing countries. The
structural functional approach of the social sciences provides a tool for researchers to
appreciate the social processes!>. The function is the outcome of a sequence of events and

the structure is the resulting organization and the pattern of action itself.
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Structural functionalism assumes that the components of a social system are interconnected,
meaning that they work together to maintain stability and meet the demands of each
constituent. Three elements or subsystems are distinguished in every structure: The cultural
structure corresponds to the set of shared norms, value, language and symbols. The social
creates a link to the way in which people relate and the acceptance of collective expectations
imposed. The personality aligns towards the motivations and characteristics of.p(%glation

based on their aspirations, goals and achievements. Qh)(\

Functionalists believe everything serves a specific function in our socie@ these functions
need to be understood. Everyone has a role to fill in this functiom@s@, in other words we
need to have stratification so as everyone has a purpose. Fu%go alists are very boundaries

and thin within the square. For this theory to rea ,@d{, there needs to be a consensus

amongst the individuals that make up society, they fetd to believe everything is in the best

interest of this so called utopia. ( )\&

A society may be symbolically r 'q'as a living body made up of several organs or
structures, each of which hachtion or functions that are necessary for the social
organism to operate, ac@ ?0 functionalist theory. The many mechanisms that make up
society "fit" toge‘l{' maintain equilibrium and social stability'>®. The dominant school of
functionalia%@demonstrated how some social structures - defined as comparatively stable

patt ocial relationships - direct our lives. As examples, consider close relationships,

systematized conduct, and other circumstances with largely consistent and stable behavior.

Functionalist’s start from the basis that every society has a specific social structure, without it,
it cannot survive, there must be social strata or classes in short, a more or less egalitarian
system of social positions, but in all cases, there is a system assigning privileges and

functions to those positions. Functionalism views society as a complex system composed of

77



interconnected subsystems. Each subsystem has functions necessary for normal social
functioning, ultimately, for society to continue to exist. In this context, social change is
understood as the adaptation of said social system to its environment, through the process of

differentiation and the increase in structural complexity'>’.

The parts of a social system, seek order and consistency, that is, an interrelationship between
diverse institutions, organizations, and individuals. The environment is a factor that,i\ tside
the social system but that can influence it (such as nature and world econom%&kets) and
force it to change or adapt. If a single element of society is altered, it a \the functioning
of the entire apparatus. The Structural-Functional theory MI}\@@earer with a brief
clarification of functionalism and structuralism. These aq'&%se related ideal models.
Regardless of their commonality, they show up as | t@dges of a similar continuum!3%,
Both really see the general public as including interrelated parts. The significant distinction
anyway is that while functionalism r@% n all-encompassing disposition to the
examination of society, structuralism owards a particularistic methodology. One of the
proponents of the theory analy&gﬁtical system as a set of structure performing functions.

Thus, to him, every politi stem has some structures and these structures perform certain

functions. ( Q)

W\

Following@ve analysis the relevance of structural functional theory in Nigeria

fede nd resource control cannot be overemphasized. In Nigeria, power is shared
among the three level of government which in this regard are the structures: these structure
are expected to be taken care of by the constitution taking cognizance of the notion that
constitution is the frame or composition of government, to the way in which a government is
actually structured in terms of its levels, the distribution of power within it, the relations of

the organs, and the procedures for exercising powers is that constitution creates structures,
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assign roles or functions to them as well as co-ordinates and regulates their respective and

collective activities and relationship with each other.
2.2.3 System Theory

Systems theory is the interdisciplinary study or approach of a systems. A system is a
cohesive conglomeration of interrelated and interdependent parts which can be natural or
human-made. In other words, a system is also an entity, which is a coherent wh : @&(‘:h
that a boundary is perceived around it in order to distinguish inte I@X‘wmal

.\

elements and to identify input and output relating to and emerging fm§th entity. Every
t, defined by its

system is bounded by space and time, influenced by its env‘i.-rééﬂ

S

structure and purpose, and expressed through its functioni

N

A systems theory is hence a theoretical perspectiv@ analyzes a phenomenon seen as a
whole and not as simply the sum of eleme \gﬁo‘a . The focus is on the interactions and
relationships between parts in order t erstand an entity’s organization, functioning
and outcomes. It is based on the l@‘that individuals do not operate in isolation, but
rather grow and develop in ﬁte@ction with their physical and social environment. There
are many proponen @&heory because of the multidisciplinary approach but Herbert
Spencer, Emile wheim and Von Bertalaffy are notable scholars of the theory. System
theory is derived from general systems theory, which explores the parts of a system that

inter@ct and interact to make a complete whole!®.

System theory describe a phenomenon be it physical, biological or social. It is conceived
as an organized structured which is functional and identifiable through interrelated parts
or sub-systems. System theory is delineated by identifiable boundaries from the supra-

system, that is, the environment which it embedded. Thus, a system is situated within a
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larger context and environment with which it engages that involves inputs and outputs

process which can be schematically represented'®!.

Any organization is constructed upon various systems and subsystems. Human body is

built on different systems like skeleton, nervous, muscles, digestive, excretion and

reproduction. These systems and subsystems are inter-connected and inter-dependent and

more results could be achieved if their relationships and inter-connectivﬁ;@,(e
N

strengthened. People who work in a conducive organizational environment,sa% in the

system and sub systems have a definite goal to achieve. Therefore, 1%5 systematic

organization, all managers are to tend to work cooperatively!'®2, * @”

In system theory, however, organization is visualized as,a @7 consisting of interacting
parts. There are main ingredients in a system throq@i@h system analysis also could be
performed. These ingredients are parts of a sy: interactions, links and communication,
processes, and the goals of the sys mQB}ts of a system are individuals, formal
organization, informal organizatioz% us and roles and the physical setting. Hence,

individual is the most signiﬁcarMment of the system.
'}

2.2.4 Rawl TheoQo)@;ice

The Rawlsia '@ory of Justice was employed in this study. Rawls in his A Theory of
Justice_a ed to articulate a set of principles of justice which, in his view, should
underpin’ the basic structure of society. He identified the major components of this basic
structure of society to include not only the legal rights and duties of citizens, but their
economic and political institutions and indeed the entire gamut of activities that can arise
from their interaction with one another. Having identified the basic structure of society he

went further to ascribe to it the function of distributing the benefits (wealth, food, shelter,
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power, authority and rights) and burden (duties and obligations) of social cooperation

among members of the society.

The primary task of justice in any society therefore is to fashion out a set of principles
which is general to all, final and adjudicative and which a just basic structure of society
must meet or satisfy. The thrust of Rawl’s theory is that justice must ensure, first, greatest
equal liberty for all; and secondly, where social and economic inequalities are perc to

exist, then they must be arranged in such a way as to benefit the least advanta@%}%ople in

the society'®, ‘%\

Though Rawls has been roundly criticized for believing that eo@:ﬂmﬁties for those
with unequal socio-economic status will lead to an improvm%ﬂ: 1n the existential condition
of the latter (as they insist it will further wide&lﬂ\S p between the group and their
fortunate colleagues in society), yet the the@*&fers us a linchpin to understand that a
society without justice will never offer its Qijens socio-political freedom nor will it be fair
to all groups especially that segme ¢ society that is disadvantaged by reason of ethnic

origin, sex, geographical terrairNcational, imbalance, or religious belief!%4.
'}

This is the case wit &;ﬂan state. At present various groups are making demands on
the state based (%Q;:ir feelings and /or convictions that the latter has not been fair to them.
The situation\is even exacerbated by the fact that all attempts by the state to provide equal
oppc@lies for all her citizens has ended up not only feathering the corporate nest of
those in government and the interest they represent, but has also, as a corollary, further
widened the existing gap between the contending social groups in society thereby
warranting a call for a sovereign national conference or the rave of the moment, the

agitation for restructuring of the country, to determine our collective future'®>.

23 Review of Empirical Studies
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A study assessed the politics of resource control and the quest for true federalism in Nigeria,
1954-2015. The origins of Nigeria's federalism lie in the plurality of colonial administrative
traditions propagated by the British. These produced regional rivalries that were entrenched
in the Nigerian polity through the process of nation-building. After independence, these
became the basis upon which the conflicts between ethno-economic areas present in Nigeria's
federal system were triggered, and for creating more states in attempts to absorb. variegated
group interests. There is much pressure to reconstitute the federal system, de@@\powers,
provide for a more equitable distribution of natural-resource revenue : %r revenues,
and use states to advance ethno-religious identities. The aboye na\rio has engendered
several debates, as fundamental factors which form the very f\of any federal system of

government. This study interrogates the nexus betwee eralism and resource control in

Nigeria'%6. @

It opines that, essentially, every state in t@on of Nigeria should control and manage
the natural resources located therein. ‘%@tudy argue that the central control of oil resources
and the utilization of the reveﬁﬁg&ived wherefrom to fast-track the development of the
nation tends to favour t jor ethnic groups rather than the minority from which the
resources (commonly oil)-are exploited. The study adopts a historical/descriptive method and
makes judic'%@é of secondary sources and the Internet. Findings have revealed that
revisitingcshe agitation for resource control in Nigeria has now snowballed from
minc@najority ethnic groups to geo-political zones. The study’s conclusion tilts at
restructuring of the nation’s federalism for mutual coexistence and management of its

resources ',

Fiscal federalism and resource control in Nigeria was examined. Resource control and true
federalism have remained two contentious factors in the Nigerian body polity. They have

been in the front burner of the national discourse since the return to democracy in Nigeria.
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This research therefore investigates the fiscal federalism and resource control in Nigeria. The
research is qualitative in nature therefore using mainly secondary sources of data. The study
adopts the Elite theory as its framework of analysis. It contends that the emergence of the
military in politics distorted the Nigeria federal structure in the post-civil war era, when oil
politics, revenue allocation system and resource control became one of the critical
destabilizing factors in Nigeria’s federal experiment. Moreso, lack of Visiona}'y olitical
leadership and corruption are the major contributors to the agitation for true Q‘&;\'\-ﬂism in
Nigeria. The study concluded that the essence of true federalism is to . %onen‘[ units
of the federation achieve some significant measure of autonomy. tcg\‘ nage their affairs. The
federalist debate in Nigeria centres essentially on the need L{@lerstand the basis of the

contract of true federalism and resource control!¢’. * \Q

tegy the ruling class, the systematic
r

Despite the contrived arrangement as articul%
dysfunction has resulted in a series of V"ole%‘\d

confrontation, ventilating the essenc?@he debate. It is important to note that one of the

matic and traumatic inter-ethno regional

reasons for this unending resﬁgﬁg‘éon‘trol problems in Nigeria is the contradiction and
imperfections of the Nigeridfederation, there is a need to restructure the Nigerian federation.
If more resources @n to states and council, the frequent protests of marginalization,
resources de ié\fleglect and absence of federalism presence will be curtailed since the
states wi]@av more resources to directly attend to their development needs. It recommends
amo&ers that; the character of the Nigerian state must be restructured. This means that
the ethnic driven politics and the politics of personal interest and self-aggrandizement must
be put to an end. Nigerian political leaders must place national interest above tribal or ethnic
interest. The interplay between the centripetal and centrifugal forces in Nigeria’s power

equation should be balanced for the ultimate good of society!'¢’.
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A study carried out an empirical review on Fiscal federalism in Nigeria. Fiscal federalism is
the distribution of financial resources and responsibilities between different levels of
government, such as the federal government and state governments. This study reviewed the
empirical literature on fiscal federalism in Nigeria. In Nigeria, fiscal federalism is established
in the constitution, with the federal government having primary responsibility for defense,
foreign affairs, and other national issues, while state governments are responsibl.e f((%issues
such as education and health. The distribution of revenue in Nigeria is govéé by the
Revenue Allocation Formula, which divides the country's revenue bet . ﬁ&?@deral, state,
and local governments. Despite the constitutional provisions, ﬁsi:al %esﬁllism in Nigeria has
faced challenges, such as unequal distribution of resources, inq{%}te revenue generation by
state governments, and limited autonomy for states. Irh@ing fiscal federalism in Nigeria

requires addressing these challenges and promotiﬁ%&e equitable distribution of resources
and responsibilities among the different leﬁ@vemmentmg.

In order to effectively manage ﬁsca@ralism in Nigeria, it is important for the federal,
state, and local governments t(&{()% together, adhere to the provisions of the Constitution,
and engage in constructifes dialogue and negotiation. The main recommendation for
managing fiscal fe@ in Nigeria would be to implement a clear and transparent system
for revenue sha and allocation of resources between the federal and state governments.
This can é%eved through the establishment of a well-defined revenue-sharing formula
and@' guidelines for the distribution of funds to different levels of government.
Additionally, strengthening fiscal accountability and oversight mechanisms, such as auditing
and budget tracking, can help to ensure that resources are being used efficiently and

effectively!'6s.

A study was focused to examine the relationship between resource control and sustainable

development in a federal experiment and also to bring to the interconnection and
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interrelatedness of the two variables and to achieve a peaceful coexistence, political stability
and sustainable development in Nigeria. Theoretically, this study adopted the game theory as
its theoretical framework; the study relied solely on secondary data which has qualitative
information. The objective of this study is to carefully establish that true federalism is meant
to allow the component states harness their own resources and pay a certain percentage of tax
to the central government this was the practice in Nigeria during the regional govemment
system that was destroyed by the military. And that resources control if allow)‘@[ave the
tendency of helping Nigerians economic pace of development and willgta 6@1 the polity
and at the end will result to sustainable development in the enti.re i e;'\an state. Therefore,
true federalism should be practiced by Nigerian govem&%\ state should have the
constitutional right to manage and control their re§q@s and pay tax to the central

government, the central government should frowﬁ& time intervene to render aids and

technical assistance to any state that is ; x@j these will help to maintain peaceful

169

coexistence and accelerate sustalnable ment in Nigeria

A study focused on fiscal fed&gh/%ﬁ and resource control in Nigeria. The importance of
resource control is hinge e need for every region to accelerate its development away
from external help. @e this is not the case in Nigeria as the Federal Government has
mounted co 0@ states' resources inadvertently. Hence, the aims of the study were to
investi a@h nature of fiscal federalism in Nigeria; analyze Nigeria's experiences with
ﬁscﬁralism and resource control; identify the problems of fiscal federalism and resource
control; and recommend measures for the amelioration of the problems of fiscal federalism
and resource control in Nigeria. The descriptive research methodology was adopted for the
study through the use of secondary sources of data from academic journals, and publications.

The Frustration-Aggression theory was used to discuss the problems of fiscal federalism and

resource control in Nigeria. It was discovered that the resulting effects of fiscal federalism in
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Nigeria are political, economic, social and environmental in nature. It was recommended that
derivation should be adopted as a core principle for revenue distribution, which should also

be increased to 50%*2.

A study assessed the problems and prospects of fiscal federalism and resource control in
Nigeria. Nigeria’s practice of federalism has been highly politicized and antithetical to
growth and development, breeding tensions and further deepening the fault lines‘iK nt in
the political system. Federalism in Nigeria is characterized by ‘unitary ten s’, where
almost all powers are concentrated at the center whereas the federatin‘g%s the states and
local governments, are reduced to mere appendages. This power k@sr'ﬁratlon at the center
has ignited a number of concerns culminating into agltatQ'ﬁg%nd counter agitations for

restructuring. Therefore, the study seeks to assess th : g@cs of federalism and how prepared

is the human capital for restructuring in ngerla nt analysis was adopted in analyzing
data. The study revealed that rivalry fu dam ally instigated by ethnic mutual suspicion
increasingly weakens the fabrics of N@n unity sovereignty there by resulting to agitations
and counter agitations. It is the'r‘&Qr; recommended that attention and more efforts should be

directed to have a nationa, itical leadership that would be able to inspire citizens to think

and act federal!”°. ( Q)
A study e@ fiscal federalism and resource control in Nigeria: deconstructing a

con Following the end of the Nigeria-Biafra war in 1970, crude oil exports became
Nigeria’s major foreign exchange earner, and national politics became a struggle over who
controls the country’s oil sources and revenues. For nearly thirty years, the military,
dominated as it were, by Northern Nigerian officers, kept on tinkering with revenue
allocation formulae to the advantage of the North and to the chagrin and dismay of the oil-
bearing South. While the latter continued to agitate for a review of the existing lopsided

federal structure through restructuring and devolution of powers to enable them control the
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resources within their communities, the North persisted in its opposition to any change in the
status quo. The result has been a lack of trust and acrimony in North-South relations. The
study adopted the qualitative research approach which basically involved content analysis.
Among its findings was that the soured relations between the North and the South has
impeded national integration, nation-building, and national development. It concluded that
there is a compelling need to address the various issues associated with fiscal .federalism,
revenue allocation, and resource control through a restructuring of the Nigeri@ity and
economy. This will discourage the endemic and destructive stru .Nfo he federal
government between the political elite from both the North and S.OL@.\

A study investigated the challenges and the way forward in @m and nation building in
Nigeria. Federalism and nation building in Nige@g at the challenges and the way

forward. Nations are an important part of mode§ ty. As an integral part of the modern
e

world, therefore, Nigerians are rightly <on&l

happen by mere historical accident, r@they are built by men and women with vision and

about nation-building. Nations do not

resolve. Nation-building is, thd\@% the product of conscious state-craft, not happenstance.
Nigeria’s efforts at natio ilding started since independence to address issues that have

predated 1960. The@b erves that the Nigerian nationbuilding endeavor is hampered by

her historic @éedence, poor leadership, corruption, and contentious constitutional
provisio %argument of this study is that the creation of dependable institutions and a
patrmtgdemonstration of politics will address the challenges of nation-building in Nigeria.
The research recommended that the component states should come together to negotiate and
dialogue freely and willingly on the nature of their coexistence; State and L.Gs should be
given autonomy through a constitutional amendment because they are closer to people than

the center of government; A new revenue-sharing system should be proposed that would

institute a balance between states and the federal government since fiscal federalism is a
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system which requires periodic reviews to take account of changes that are inevitable in a
dynamic world. The method of the research is content analysis, which allows the use of the

work of other scholars and documents from the government!”!.

A study provided an overview of Nigerian federalism in relation to the imperatives and
impediments of its practice, which it has been grappling with since the constitutional
enactment of the system in October, 1954. This study utilized qualitative research‘@md by
way of analyzing historical archives and documents, including secondar% sources.
Historical documentation method was used as the principal analysis to \this study. The
study found that federalism remains the most viable system for N@bﬁsed on the past and
present experiences amongst the former Nigerian milita&imes, politicians, British
colonialists, nationalists and founding fathers of the ‘:@@n state. However, there has yet to
be a nationally accepted arrangement to be used in“eperating the country’s federal system.
This is based on the heterogeneous nat@ﬁ“e aracter of the Nigerian state. There are,
however numerous impediments t%'%v effective and efficient practice of federalism,
including prolonged military ru‘f&%ﬂipulation of religious differences and regional diversity,
revenue and resource al jon politics and conflict, including poor intergovernmental

relations. Thus, the@@f r a viable federal arrangement and its advancement continues to

be explored!” 6\‘

A st mined federalism and the Niger Delta struggle for resource control in Nigeria.
Nigeria adopted federalism as a means of managing her diverse and often conflicting ethno-
cultural diversities. Without doubt, this may have resulted in some positive achievement.
Over the years, the issue of resource control has been the major problem confronting the
smooth practice of federalism. The prominence of Niger Delta in Nigeria is premised on its
strategic relevance and resource endowment. Since the discovery of oil in large quantity, the

region remains the preferred destination for foreign direct investment. The abandonment of
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true federalism in Nigeria has led to the neglect and marginalization of people of Niger Delta
region of Nigeria and this led to the agitation for resource control. The secondary source was
used to gather information for the study. The study reveals that from 1954 when Nigeria
embrace federalism, the polity has been wallowing from one problem to the other, thereby
making national cohesion a mirage/ Nigeria’s federal system is highly centralized in all its
ramifications. The Nigeria federalism has refused sincere restructuring of the coynt(%along
nationalities and this has led to the consistent nationality question becaus%&'e\current
arrangement lacks physical equity. The study therefore suggests that, th. . be massive
state infrastructural development of the Niger Delta area to r.eﬂgke magnitude of oil

resource exploited from the region by the federal govemmentl®

A study investigated fiscal federalism, resource c%@d restructuring in Nigeria looking

at the contending issues. The dynamism and C% ity of Nigeria’s fiscal federalism have
¢

occupied the front burner of academic an@

rule. The discussion on Nigeria’s ﬁé‘é‘%ractice became necessary because it has created

discourse since the return to democratic

several crises threatening the (&ﬁ) ed existence and continuity of the Nigerian state. The
desertion of true federalis ‘Ag\ﬁ\geria has led to the neglect and marginalization of the Niger
Delta region of Ni riad%re the country generates the bulk of its wealth through oil and
gas explorati xploitation. The Niger Delta region oil-producing states have been very
vocal in éﬁgitaﬁons for a fair share of the country’s wealth by the restructuring of the
paraméters for sharing and allocating the wealth of the nation located within their region. The
agitations for resource control, it is believed, would make more resources available to the
various states to ensure economic and social development. The protests have arisen for the
reason that a more substantial portion of the nation’s wealth goes to the federal government at
the detriment of the oil-producing states. The Nigerian federal government is yet to make any

significant attempt to alter the status quo. No constitutional amendment is has been made to
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ensure the practice of true fiscal federalism in the country. This study examined the debate
and concept of fiscal federalism. It explores revenue allocation formula in Nigeria and the
statutory role of revenue mobilization allocation and fiscal commission, the quest for
resource control and Nigeria’s federalism, dimensions of resource control agitations by the
Niger Delta region, and causes of the Niger Delta crisis. The study recommended that the
Nigerian Federal Government should tackle the problem of over-centralization o.f economic
>
&
X2

A study investigated the prospects and challenges of resources coﬁ%&n an emerging

resources, which is at the core of the failure of Nigeria’s fiscal federalism'"™.

economy. Resources control has been on the front burner of the*x;{% al' discourse since the
return to democracy in Nigeria. Most parts of the country, @%oil-producing States, have
been agitating for resource control to reflect true fe e@ﬁl. However, these agitations were
confronted with negative responses from the Fe Qovemment of Nigeria by militarizing
the region; thus, turning the region into a(h.e)&' war. It is against this backdrop that this
study examined the resources control @ion in an emerging economy and its prospects and
challenges in Nigeria. Conflict theory by Karl Marx was adopted for the study. The study was
based on the qualitative @0’& Data were gathered through secondary sources such as
textbooks, Journal NQp per, and Government publications. The secondary data were
subjected to C@R analysis. The study findings revealed that Nigerian federalism and
depende oni federal allocation, are the major causes of resource control agitation in
Nig® herefore, the study recommended that the 13% formula for the development of oil-
producing states (Niger Delta States) be raised to 18% with tight measures to monitor the
utilization of funds to avoid mismanagement which may not be ruled out in a country like
Nigeria that is infested with the cankerworm of corruption. Public opinion over this
important subject should not be handled with levity, rather, it should be seen as a necessary

input capable of yielding desired results for the good of the nation'4.
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Restructuring the Nigerian federation: power sharing and resource allocation perspectives
was examined. Federal form of government is thus, advocated most for maintaining relative
stability at least for its integrative capability to accommodate heterogeneity in a multi-ethnic
and diverse society like Nigeria. However, the practice of federalism in Nigeria has remained
a nightmare due to the asymmetric nature of relationship between ethnic, religious and
regional groups as well as the components units in relations to power sharing ar.ld resource
allocation. As a result, serious problem of mistrust and contestations among @;}s social
interest groups for power positions and access to resources at various le 1. %Ve efficient
and viable frame-work that would help preserve national unity.w i a%lowing diversity to
thrive at all levels. The study adopted descriptive and histo{@hiethod while data were
generated from the secondary sources that were pre’d@ theory of government as its
theoretical frame-work of analysis, the study @u examining the issues towards
restructuring in Nigeria, the inadequacies t{@% to the system and the implications for
restructuring. The study concludes that,'&' gh the current federal system is not perfect, but
the contending agitations for cc@% political power position and control of the scare
resources in the process of er%ting the system and its institutions by political leaders from
different ethnic gro s@s udy recommend that, restructuring should not be limited to
institutional cha&sy ut attitudinal changes in the operations of those institutions to ensure

equity in the diStribution of resources and privileges'#*.

Q
A stu@examined Nigerian federalism problems in prospects. Nigerian as a nation was
amalgamated in 1914. The unification of the two protectorates under one canopy has created
a problem in power-sharing and resources allocation among the diverse ethnic groups.
Certainly, the federal system operating in the Nigerian context has created a lot of problems
and prospects because of the heterogeneity nature of the country that unites diverse people

under one umbrella. This study is qualitative research, data were obtained through books,
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journals, newspapers, magazines, reports. These data were thoroughly reviewed to explain
the topic under examination. The research adopted Pluralism theory. This theory by tradition
explains the complication and heterogeneity nature of the country. This is because of the
diverse ethnic groups and ethno-religious differences that were united under one federating
units. The study found that federalism was born to unite people of different religion, ethnicity,
culture, and traditions so as to enhance the national unity as well as the economy. But the
major problem of Nigerian federalism is power sharing and resources allocati@}@foss the
regions and states. It is found that under the federal system there ar .&roblems of
majority domination over the minority. These have led to eth.no-g'gig)us conflicts in the
nation because of unequal access to national resources and po@zring among the citizens.
To overcome these problems the study recommeﬁgé\&t at: all the citizens of the
confederating units should be treated equally in té&mwer and resources allocations. To
maintain equality and justice among the éi@ The government should adhere to the
principles of federal character commissi Igl% minimize the problems of federalism Nigeria
should ensure equality and jus% wer and resources allocation among its citizen in the

federating units'”>,

'}

A study examined @n%%amental factors that spur the quest for resource control in the
Niger Delta e@ Nigeria. The pursuit for resource control has been at the centre stage of
public di@u e in Nigeria’s quest for fair sharing and public discourse. The clamour for
fairnesSyjustice, equity, equality and good conscience has been the wish of many groups and
civil society organisations, communities in the Niger Delta. The study reviewed the probable
areas under which the aggrieved communities could be catered for especially social amenities.
For some time now, the subject of this study has been on the front burner of public discourse
through incisive and engaging features by youth groups, CSOs and communities political

leaders such as states governments from the oil producing states in the South-South zone of
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Nigeria. This study highlighted the great potential of Africa and urgent developmental needs
of this vital geo-political region of the Niger Delta with critical analysis of the link between
variables of ethnicity and religion as vital instrumentalities fueling the quest for resource
control. This study also traced the historical antecedents of resource control vis-a-vis the
environment as the main cause of conflict globally and the Niger Delta situation in particular.
The study concludes within frustration aggression theory that the role of .the federal
government through some policies in collaboration with the oil drilling cm@h};}és have
exacerbated the restiveness and agitations in the Niger Delta. Thus the p c. Q@d outcome
of the scenario is inimical to the ethos of socio-economic and Pol' aL\development in the
region and Nigeria as a whole. The study therefore revea@at various governmental
attempts aimed at providing solutions to resource C(’)@Q&rough requisite institutional

framework like the NDDC is sine qua non to tﬂ@%on by various communities in the

region. To arrive at this conclusion thefs@lelied on secondary sourced data from

electronic and printed documents!’6. '6'

Agitation for restructuring afxggource control in Nigeria’s Federalism, the issues,
perspectives and the way afd was examined. Nigeria is a federal constitutional republic
comprising of 36 s@gd e Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. The states are further sub-
divided into 7@%1 Government Areas (LGAs). This study examines issues concerning
agitation @r tructuring and resource control in Nigeria. The study through content analysis
of d&en‘[s examined the factors that led to the agitation for re-structuring, salient issues
raised and the constitutional basis for re-structuring. It is discovered that in Nigeria the
agitation revolves around resource control, review of revenue sharing formula, devolution of
power, return to regional federal system of government based on six geopolitical zones,
return to parliamentary system of government, removal of immunity clause from the

constitution, creation of state police, role of traditional rulers, among others. The finding also
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shows that Nigerians, individually and in groups, across regions and ethnic divides have been
advocating for one or more aspect(s) of restructuring Nigeria’s federal system. The study
therefore recommended restructuring in order to enhance national unity, peaceful co-
existence, political stability and balanced national development. Beyond restructuring
however, the failure of governance at all levels due to poor leadership, mismanagement, and
Qe

A study examined federalism and political restructuring in Nigeria, the pan or mutual

corruption must be addressed’.

co-existence and management of nation’s resources. Federalism conno‘t% arrangement in
which political powers are constitutionally shared between the%;é{k‘ 'éovernment and the
federating units. It is a device that enables each group in a p%@)ciety to look after its own
internal affairs free from outside interference. In a J@i&:ralism, each entity has a right to
exploit its resources for the welfare of its peop aﬁpayment of commensurate taxes and
other royalties to the federation. This is@%e meaning of resource control. The study
argues that the central control of oil rf‘é‘%ces and the utilization of the revenue derived there
from to fast-track the developé@ the nation tends to favour the majority ethnic groups
rather than the minority fr; Rich the oil is exploited. The conflict over the distribution of
state resources an@gn rol within communal territories aggravated the difficulties of
political acc tion in Nigeria’s federalism. This is evidenced in the various ethno-
religious ‘§'cts that pervade the nation. The study utilizes the methods of descriptive
anal@nd synthesis of the extent literature. Requisite recommendations were provided for
rethinking and restructuring of the nation’s federalism for mutual co-existence and
management of the nation’s resources. The study further takes a peep into what depicts true

federalism and how can it be discovered? The study concluded that states should exercise

ownership over all resources in their domain, natural or otherwise, for the benefit of their
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people and they should pay taxes and other royalties to the federation as the practice of

federations in North America and elsewhere!””.

A study carried out a comparative analysis on restructuring and clamour for 'true' federalism
In Nigeria. Federalism has been given several meaning such that the new lexicons on the
subject in Nigeria are 'true' and restructuring. However, the concept has more of a normative
dimension than an empirical interpretation. This makes it difficult to generalize {@ss the
various political systems that have adopted a federal system. The primary, ai @ederahsm
is to accommodate diversity in a single entity. The challenge howeverl% the underlining
principle of federalism that will be suitable in resolving salien{@&iﬁcal issues in these
societies. The debate often has resolve around the ideal mod@ederal arrangement that is
suitable across time and space. While there have begn se perspectives of federalism and
its operations, consensus on the ideal model lacking. Thus, bringing to the fore
arguments that federalism is a means to an eé“%d not an end in itself. Consequently, the
issues that necessitate the adoption o®allsm should be the emphasis of the principles of
federalism and not the adoptioé‘%fﬁ odel that may not adequately capture the peculiarities

of those societies. This B attempts a conceptualisation of the concept and makes a

comparison of its p@n nited States of America and Nigeria?S.

\V

An empiri giy was carried out on federalism and political stability in Nigeria.
Federali nd Political stability are two concepts that are of significance to all modern
societies. Federalism promotes pluralism and dispersal of power which is good for a multi-
ethnic society like Nigeria. But in Nigeria, the practice has generated unending tensions
among the individuals, communities and ethnic groups within it. However, this research
argues that healthy federalism is a political panacea for ethnic violence, governance crisis and
political instability in Nigeria. This study empirically examined the relationship between

federalism and political stability in Nigeria. The study adopted a descriptive and casual
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research design as well as the survey method. In the investigation, a total of 428 respondents
were sampled using a structured questionnaire. Data were analyzed using Pearson product-
moment correlation and linear regression analysis. Findings revealed that federalism has a
positive and significant relationship with political stability in Nigeria. The statistical result
shows that there is a strong relationship between federalism and political stability in Nigeria
and that federalism accounts for 61.4% of variations in political stability in N.igeria. The
study recommended that all traces of the unitary system of government shoul%;}emoved
from Nigeria’s form of federalism and allow the states the degree of fi . ?S@ autonomy

consistent with federalism and also the principle of true federalism s ld\be fully applied'’s.

A study looked at resource control as a necessary elemen@g%rue federalism in Nigeria.
Resource control and true federalism have remainedﬁ@mtentious and destabilizing factors
fr

in the Nigerian body polity. They have been in th%r‘ burner of the national discourse since

the return to democracy in Nigeria. Most@rﬂ%\o\@f

have been agitating for resource con@ reflect true federalism globally. This will enable

e country especially oil producing states

states take charge of resourceswgﬂ their borders and make agreed contributions towards
the maintenance of com tvices of Federal Government. This study therefore seeks to
examine the conten@jgsue of resource control in Nigerian federalism with a view towards
proffering 6@1\‘ solution for our emerging democracy. The study adopts a
historical@sc iptive research designs and generated data largely from secondary sources like
jour@in‘[emet, and books. A comprehensive content analysis of the variables was done
and data was analyzed qualitatively. Findings revealed that Nigeria is practicing centralised-
federalism and not true federalism with respect to resource control like in other climes. The
study recommends among others, quick constitutional reforms so as to resolve those
problems inherent in the operation of true federalism in Nigeria as it affects resource

control!”?,
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A study explored resource control and allocation in Nigerian federalism: the oil dilemma.
Resource control and allocation are an integral part of every federal system. But for Nigeria,
stiff disagreements, regional, economic and political power game and controversies over the
control and allocation have characterised and negatively affected the success of its federalism.
In Nigeria’s practice of federalism for sixty-three years, various issues of resource control
agitation, controversies, conflicts, disagreement over vertical and horizontal al.location of
revenue, corruption and excessive politicking have shaped and dominated the @'E«L} federal
system. This study examined oil dimension and the process, politi .%ersies and
conflict of resource control and revenue allocation in Nigeria.. 01 as\become a problem
rather than a solution to Nigeria; the process of oil reveK%’}neration, allocation and
resource control have in addition to the quest for develg@ent, remained tools for political
accommodation, corruption, ethno-religiosity, aclﬁ% prebendal ends, seeking relevance
and resource misappropriation scheme; V@endence on oil is responsible for the
incessant conflicts in the Niger-Delta’@' actoring more threats to Nigeria’s unity. The
politics and controversy have s% ly“created an inferiority/superiority complex among the
oil and non-oil producin stg%es and regions, in addition to horizontal and vertical
disagreements. This @’%r aggravated by abandoning the non-oil sectors of the Nigerian
economy. The %“so utions to minimise intense politics and controversy over resource
control and\révenue allocation in Nigeria is diversification of revenue sources and
deve‘@en‘[ of the non-oil sector amidst abundance of other natural resources endowed all
over the federation. The study recommends proper accountability in all spheres and levels of
governance, diversification of revenue bases and sources, especially from the non-oil sector,

and squarely addressing other problems of Nigerian federalism among others!'8°.
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Figure 2.1: Challenges of Resources Control and Practic‘e,@qeﬁeralism in Nigeria

Source: Researcher, 2023 @
2.5 Summary of Gaps in Literature &'\}‘é@;

This section provided a review of tl}%@nature that was pertinent to the research topic. It
began with a conceptual revié@ariables where pertinent terms (Federalism, Resource

Control, Democracy, Ad ration) were defined and clarified. This was followed by the
theoretical framewerk Qa) t "was adopted, which are the conflict theory, the structural-

functional th x%tem theory, Rawl theory of justice.

Res Qntrol and true federalism have remained two contentious factors in the Nigerian
body polity. They have been in the front burner of the national discourse since the return to
democracy in Nigeria. A similar study examined investigated the fiscal federalism and

resource control in Nigeria!¢’

. The research is qualitative in nature therefore using mainly
secondary sources of data. The study adopts the Elite theory as its framework of analysis.

This present study tends to fill the Thus, this present study has filled a gap in exploring other

related theories.
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A previous study examined the problems and prospects of fiscal federalism and resource
control in Nigeria!”’. The study seeks to assess the politics of federalism and how prepared is
the human capital for restructuring in Nigeria. Content analysis was adopted in analyzing data.
The study revealed that rivalry fundamentally instigated by ethnic mutual suspicion
increasingly weakens the fabrics of Nigerian unity sovereignty there by resulting to agitations
and counter agitations. Hence, this study tend to fill the gap in the aspects of stud3.l o‘g&cctives

by delving into the challenges of resource control and practice of federalism in ]@'Bﬁ

From the foregoing, this present study has been able to fill the knowf%gaps discovered

from earlier studies in the aspects of study objectives and theoretrcé@sn'%work
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Chapter Three

Methodology
3.1  Research Design

The research adopted a descriptive research design to offer answers to the research questions
and provide solution to the research problem descriptively and not conclusively. .Th(xeason
for these choice of research design is because of the fact that, historical researé;t\fempt to
accurately and systematically describe a population, situation or p . %ﬂ and also
answer the how and why questions. On the other hand, desc.rig)t\" n?search design is a
technique created to investigate phenomena that have not yet ell studied or explained'.
Through this approach, the researcher gains a corﬂp@&nsive understanding and uses

research as a tool to help them find issues that cou@'%ldled in the future more rapidly?.

3.2 Population of the Study ‘ @

This study's population include all @3@9 ed data from over a hundred journals, editorials,

articles, reports, conferenceéroc dings, gazette, and other sources between the period
t

'\
2012 to 2022 that are 6@

he federalism and the challenges of resource control in
Nigeria. \
X\

33 Sample and Sampling Techniques

The samples for this research were derived from the population of the study. Hence,
purposive sampling of relevant journals, editorials, articles, reports, conference proceedings

as identified in data collection method was the major research instrument.

3.4  Description of Research Instrument

114



Secondary sources of data collection was used to gather and identify relevant information
on federalism and the challenges of resource control in Nigeria. Examples of secondary
sources of data collection are editorials, newspapers, articles, textbooks, reports,
magazines and so on. All these sources where studied diligently for the purpose of the

research.

3.5  Validity of Research Instrument . ®
In order to ensure that the instruments of data collections were relevant ;:' A@@de, the
validity level of the research was tested to correspond with the them g)f e research. In
doing this, the researcher ensure that most of the articles w

ysed in a timely

manner. All these were done to ensure that the con@%ahdﬂy of these sources

corresponds with the objectives of the research. @
3.6 Administration of Research Instt:@pd Method of Data Collection

The data used in carrying out this re@ were obtained solely from secondary sources.
Hence, journals, editorials, articﬂ%}eports, conference proceedings, gazette for the period

2012-2022 were adequate reed to elicit relevant information on federalism and the

challenges of resou@rol in Nigeria.

eﬂ%oq Data Analysis

@nptwe method of analysis was used to analyse the data collected on the
federalism and the challenges of resource control in Nigeria. The research also make use
of content analysis to investigate federalism and the challenges of resource control in

Nigeria.
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Chapter Four
Results and Discussion of Findings

Resources control has been on the front burner of the national discourse since the return to
democracy in Nigeria. Most parts of the country, mainly oil-producing States, have been
agitating for resource control to reflect true federalism. However, these agitations were

confronted with negative responses from the Federal Government of N'}%& by

militarizing the region; thus, turning the region into a theatre of war. ;' \QO

4.1 Presentation of Research Questions . ‘603

CD

Research Question One: What are the Contemporary C@wges around Federalism

and Resource Control in Nigeria? Q@

Nigeria became a federal state in 1954 when-t(\@sttleton Constitution came into existence.
Ever since then the country has strive(&(tOQaJntain its federal character. Federalism is the
political arrangement in which poliéébpowers are shared between the central government

'}

and regional or sub—nationa@gments. Federalism has definitive characteristics which
differentiate it from :ni@o ernment. It is the nature of relationship between the central

government and Q{» ent units that determines if a state is truly federal or not!. Some of

the issues ﬁ@deralism and resource control in Nigeria are:

Q

i. enue Allocation Formula

The need for an acceptable formula for revenue allocation between the state and the federal
government has been the occupation of succeeding governments in Nigeria, which have
established various revenue allocation commissions and made other laws/decrees?. The
summary of these commissions’ reports and decrees on revenue allocation are captured

below.

117



a. Phillipson Commission (1946): Recommended the use of derivation and even
development as criteria for distribution of revenue. By derivation, the commission
means each unit of government would receive from the central purse the same
proportion it has contributed to the purse.

b. Hicks Phillipson Commission (1951): Criteria: derivation, independent revenue or
fiscal autonomy, need and national interest.

c. Chicks Commission (1953): Criterion: derivation. Q}i\

d. Raisman Commission (1957): Criteria: need, balanced develop e. \?\‘Qninimum
responsibility. Percentage division: 40% to the North, 31% &h@‘s East, 24% to the
West and 5% to Southern Cameroons. &%'\

e. Binn Commission (1964): Rejected the principl’e@need and derivation. Criterion:
regional financial comparability. Percentag@t&n 42% to the North, 30% to the

East, 20% to the West and 8% to tl@@%est

f. Dina Commission (1969). national minimum standards, balanced
development in the allo tl@%he States’ Joint Account, and basic need.

g. Aboyade Technical ommlttee (1977): Criteria: national minimum standard for
national inte @’% 0), equality of access to development opportunities (25%),
absorptwé%lpacuy (20%), fiscal efficiency (15%) and independent revenue effort
(18% her criteria: 57% to Federal Government, 30% to state governments, 10%

@gocal governments and 3% to a special fund.

h. Okigbo Presidential Commission (1980). Percentages on principles: population
(40%). Equality (40%), social development (15%) and internal revenue effort (5%).

Percentages for governments: Federal (53%), States (30%), Local Governments

(10%), special fund (7%).
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i. Danjuma Commission (1988). Percentages: Federal (50%), States (30%), Local
Governments (15%), special fund (5%).

j.  Other laws and decrees on revenue allocation: Decree 15 of 1967; Decree 13 of
1970; Decree 9 of 1971; Decree 6 of 1975; Decree 7 of 1975; Allocation of

Revenue (Federation Account) Act, 1981.

Under the current revenue allocation arrangement, states and local govemmeﬁ&‘@ﬁnd
about half of total government revenues, almost equal to that of the fedqa@%&mment.
The federal government is allocated 52.68% percent of Federation‘%unt revenues

sp{% arojects” like the

development of the FCT Abuja, development of natural rescq'%é and the amelioration of

S

national ecological emergencies), while the state%@,local governments get 26.72%

13

(including 4.8% of the Account originally earmarked for

and 20.60%, respectively, bringing the total share of-Sub-national governments’ revenues

from the Federation Account to 47.32%”. ( )\&

There is also a constitutional provisionyfor the allocation of 13% as derivation fund to the
oil-producing states. The Variowmmissions, laws and decrees on revenue allocation had
arisen because of the c@o :disagreement of sections of the country with the way the
national resource& divided. A scholar observed that the proportion of oil revenues
allocated @Vaﬁon basis declined from 50% of mining rents and loyalties in 1969,
thro ,_ﬂp& of the Federation Account in 1981, to only 1% of mineral revenues in the
account during the period from 1989 to 1999”, many in the Niger Delta consider this
concession far too little and agitations for a greater share from the oil wealth or outright

control of the oil resources have dovetailed into youth militancy and also criminality (such

as oil bunkering, and kidnapping of oil and even non-oil workers)*.
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This has not only threatened the peace of the region but also caused disruption in oil supply.
Externalization of agitations by the oil minorities soon emerged mainly as a result of
increasing centralization of the ownership and control of oil, and the politicization of the
revenue allocation system by the Federal government to the detriment of the oil producing
minority states. In flagrant violation of the principles of fiscal federalism, Decree 51 of

1969 gave the Federal government complete ownership of all petroleum resources in

Nigeria’. Q}i\

The Offshore Oil Revenue Decree No. 9 gave the Federal government tf)%ntrol over the
entire revenue accruable from offshore oil wells in the coastal ’\?éss.\adjoining the oil

minorities, thereby cutting them off finally from direct oil@'&&ue, and deepening their

S

dependence on the majority groups for a shar%@ il wealth. The oil-producing
W

minorities, thus, became alienated from their esources, and this intensified the
struggle between them and the Nigerian@‘uj‘\&, ich through its over-centralization of

political and fiscal power sought to c@sit and dominate them alongside their strategic

resources®. \);

'}
The above drama amon%%% have impaired and caused a setback to federalist option in

Nigeria’. In rece;{i s, the agitations have become increasingly militant and radical,
including e@elf—determination and outright secession, all of which have had negative
soci al and economic effects on the country’s nation-building process. the over
centralization of resources and power at the centre in Nigeria“s fiscal federalism caused by
the incursion of the military into Nigerian politics has not helped in developing conditions

necessary for satisfying the basic needs of the people or citizens of Nigeria.

ii. Leadership Crisis
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Leadership crisis is another contemporary issue in Nigeria federalism. Though, the
leadership challenge, like the Sword of Damocles, hangs above all nations, the issue has
however assumed a crisis dimension of monumental consequences particularly in Less
Developed Countries (LDCs)’. Nigeria is a nation born in hope and optimism but has lived
in anxiety for most of its fifty year — history due to the country’s failure to produce a
nationally acceptable leadership that transcends ethnic profiling, religious bigot%and

regional boundaries, and that can unite its diverse peoples for mobilization towaé}lional

development. %QO

In the light of this, it is valid to support the argument that the’\‘@g'})roblem with the

Nigerian federalism is the failure of leadership. All other fac%&,% disunity, instability and

Q

under —development have been nurtured and giV@.@\menmm by leadership failure.
t

Criticisms against Nigerian leaders across Local, Stat€ and Federal government levels are

many and justified. These include co@é&}’z, unpatriotism, selfishness, despotism,

tribalism, and religious bigotry?®. (@'

Q

Nigeria’s political history since‘Shdependence has shown clearly through her various
conflicts, coups and co@— 'z)ups, as well as a civil war, that the Nigerian ruling elite
(both civilian an itary) are divided along many lines, particularly along tribal, ethnic,
religious m@nal lines. This has led to inter — elite rivalries, mutual suspicion and
stat ts among the ruling elite. Thus, government and politics in Nigeria has been

characterized by deadly competitions and conflicts of hostile subcultures giving rise to

various danger signals that occasionally threatens the continued existence of the country?.

Under successive Nigerian leaderships, almost every issue has been politicized and
interpreted to serve as a weapon of political domination or intimidation. As a consequence,

various issues like elections, census, state creation, religion, political appointments,
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revenue sharing and lately, resource control have ignited serious socio — political crises.
This tragic situation has compelled some observers to conclude that for Nigeria to resolve

her leadership debacle she needs heroes in the form of men with extraordinary talents!®.
ili.  Corruption

Corruption in Nigeria has continued unabated despite the government’s effort through anti
corruption agencies to curtail the menace. Corruption is a global phenomenon but{}&ore
prevalent and destructive in the Third World countries [16]. Also, the fa::@&%uption in
Nigeria has become an endemic problem threatening the country s socio * economic and
political development is generally known. While recognizing th &bf corruption to the

Nigerian State, a Central Bank of Nigeria Director stated %&e avalanche of frauds and

unprofessional / unethical practices in the 1ndu®recent years is eroding public

confidence in the system™!!. )ﬁ

Corruption is a by-product of underdev@men‘t. In 2020, Transparency International (TI),
Nigeria ranked 146th out of 18 co@e‘s scoring a miserly 26% despite the 17 year run of
the anti-graft agencY!?. Furt%re, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
declared that Nigeri @%tained a seventy percent rise in poverty in spite of an income
of over two hur%@ billion dollars in oil revenues since 1970, and her per capital income
has hardly improved ever since!®. A scholar states that corruption in Nigeria is primarily a
poli@roblem”. The incidence of corruption in a nation is as a result of the lack of
political will on the part of the political leadership and the inability of the state to maintain
law and order. Hence, business corruption is a fall-out of the failure to tackle political
corruption, which casts doubts upon the moral uprightness of the state as a whole and on
the political will of the leadership to manage the affairs of the nation. It follows simple

logic that where there is absence of political corruption is where the state operates under a
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high ethical order and upholds, protects and enforce the rule of law on itself and on its
citizens. In the same vein, electoral fraud is another dimension of the corruption syndrome
in Nigeria'>. The massively rigged General Elections of 2003 and 2007 are undoubtedly the

most fraudulent in the country’s political history.
Research Question Two: What the Ethical Evaluation of the Calls for Resource

Ethics examines the rightness or wrongness of an action. Every action of ?@2@5 under the

Control and Restructuring in Nigeria.

scrutiny of ethics and evaluation of the action and motive behind the action speaks a lot on
whether the action should be supported or not, whether it shouls%ggxn :uraged or not. The
calls for resource control and restructuring in Nigeria.hg&%ken a lot of dimension and
have received mixed reactions some for and som%%\[,hence the necessity to ethically
appraise these calls. On the review of the :e&e% formula and increasing the derivation

funds allocation from 13% to 50% is nQ‘t ing for too much!®.

On the principle of equity and f: ss a community that have lost land and suffered
environmental degradation @%:\esult of exploration or mining activities should received a
greater chunk of th @%ccrued from the resources as compensation and it is expected
that a good perc@gge of this money would be channeled towards cleansing and restoring
the land and“creation of a better means of livelihood for the people who have had to lose

thei@es of livelihood as a result of such activities.

The agitation of the Niger delta region is on this basis justified. More so, before the
discovery of oil resources, the derivation percentage was 50% and at such time every
region struggled on its own to generate its own revenue with palm oil in the southeast,
cocoa in the west and groundnut in the north, with the nation having multiple streams of

income the over dependence on oil revenue has created a dependent form of economy with
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states preferring to wait for handouts from the federal rather than exploring avenues of

meeting their needs'”.

It is certainly unethical for states to depend entirely on revenue generated from other states
for their sustenance without making efforts at contributing to the sovereign wealth of the
Nation. The country is rich in different natural resources with the different with the
different regions having a fair share of these resources. What is obtainable howeV;{B,the

&hereby

attention focused solely on oil revenue leaving the other resources untag%)

Y

allowing corrupt politicians and illegal miners enrich themselves from t esources that

is supposed to boost the revenue of the nation. . @”

The overemphasis on oil which is generated mostly in @1 and the neglect of other
resources available in other region is no doubt une@&i&s not fair that this region would
have to suffer degradation occasioned by expL@Son in their land to generate revenue for
the entire nation while other regions W%Q@}ﬂ resources remain intact depending on the
revenues oil revenue'®. What ass@es are there that the derivation formula would

continue like this when the oilrx%nue drops and the focus now shift to other forms of

"
revenue? C)Q'®

The cost of gov%qpce of the nation is no doubt a thing of concern. Issues of ethics arise
with a nationnthat has a high rate of poverty and unemployment amongst its citizens to be
spen% much on maintaining its government officials. A review of the present
presidential system of government and an adoption of a parliamentary system where the
legislature are the executives and the adoption of part time legislature instead of the present
form of permanent legislature would no doubt reduce the cost of governance making
available funds that could be channeled towards the development of the Nation'!®.

Considering the level of poverty and unemployment in the land there is no moral
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justification for the maintenance of this very expensive system of governance. The call
therefore for the restructuring of the system of government in this regards could be
considered ethical. There is certainly an ethical concern in the inappropriate distribution of
allocation among states in the six geo-political zones. To make for equity and fairness the
south east zone should have six states like the other zones. There is a semblance of
Q°

The argument have been that land mass and population was the critegia for the

marginalization with it having fewer states than the other zone.

creation of States and if that is so the distribution of the states does ﬁ%ﬂy, this raises
critical questions like what land mass make a state, or how manx@gl@ make up a state.
The answer to these questions no doubt will cast doubt on tl(é&g%ity in the distribution of
states and make a case for the creation of more stat@g@lly in the South East. There is

therefore a moral justification for such calls®. &

The security situation in the country bt 1s a thing of serious concern. It shows to a
large extent a failure in the part of@security forces. Calls for the reorganization of the
Nigerian police and the creati(w state police no doubt have merit. It is certainly ethical
for one to be concern a@i /?wr safety. With the rising insecurity and the failure of the
security forces, tl}(, for a reorganization of the Force and the creation of state police
are justiﬁe@ive policing requires knowledge of the area to be policed. The national
polici em which allows for the deployment of officers to various parts of the country

irrespective of their places of origin does not seem reasonable considering the fact that

good knowledge of the area is required for them to be effective in their functions?!.

Having locals organized into police units in the form of state police would no doubt offer a
better opportunity for effective policing and the protection of lives and properties. Fears of

state governors using the state police to oppress their opposition are no doubt germane.
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However having a structure on ground that will make this difficult by granting autonomy to
this police is not impossible. Having a state police with a properly worked out structure for

its existence and operation is not impossible and is considered necessary.

It is certainly unethical for state governors to bear the title ‘chief security officers’ and not
have the opportunity of exercising that responsibility as a result of being handicapped by
the current security arrangement that confers such powers to the commissioner %, ice
appointed by the inspector general of police. Since state governors are the @ecurity
officers of the state they should also have some powers over the securi‘%}arams in the

state. The creation of state police would no doubt ensure that.  * @”

Research Question Three: What are the Challenges{&l’olitical Restructuring in

Nigeria? Q’Q\

Nigeria’s return to civilian rule or demotf‘:&&%;emance since 1999 signaled hope to a
n

number of her citizens, especially eth ationalities. The choice of federalism as a

A
preserve “unity in dive ty:s There are some challenges to federalism and political

restructuring of the @)@(gome of these key challenges are:

system of governance was b f the desire of the founding fathers to nurture and

i. Lack %mon Ground or Divergence on the Concept

The e controversy or divergence on the term. No generally agreeable meaning has
emerged. In fact, a wide array of personalities have commented on the issue, for example,
former Chairman of Southern Senators’ forum, Senator. A former senator optimistically
expressed that “structuring Nigeria will guarantee national integration”. To him, there is no
better time to address the issue of restructuring the nation than now. Some were

entertaining the fears that national survival may be threatened. But to the lawmaker the
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current structure carrying our federalism, if not adjusted to assuage the fears of those who
believe that it does not guarantee equity and justice may even pose a greater threat to the

oneness of the nation?2.

A formal President of Ijaw Youth Council said “National unity can only be attained if
Nigeria is restructured”, he opined that national unity can only be attained if the country
was restructured and the principles and tenets of true federalism practiced to acco'n;\ ate
all sections of the country. Also, while supporting and reacting to President mmadu
Buhari’s broadcast that the unity of the country is not negotiable and a‘s%d case, he was

of the view that those calling for restructuring are not necessaril‘y&&' Qfor a break-up of

\
the country??, . QQ’)&%

He was also quick to affirm that the political and @&asﬁucture of the country needs
a total restructuring. “We are calling for rest ring of the country and true federalism
because it will promote national integ;&i'g.)\esource control and development. Again he
stated, “What I mean is that the cur@gltation in different parts of the country will not be

there if we were practicing tru)eXﬁ%ralism, call it restructuring or national integration” in

'}
other words, there exist @t at must be filled?>.

Still on the iSSL&% restructuring, the Catholic Archbishop of Abuja, call on the federal
government change the rule of governance in addition to yielding to the calls by
Nige@ to restructure the country. The Nigerian celebrated noble laureate, Prof Wole
Soyinka said Nigeria was overcentralized and that the present concentration did not allow
the expression of the true will of the people. To him, “paddling the idea of ‘restructuring
the mind’ was a dishonest, cheap and trivializing an issue of such importance as it affects
the development and security of the nation” he said “my own position is that people

shouldn’t allow themselves be put up by those who try to cheat on the expression
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‘restructuring.” He further maintained thus “it doesn’t matter by what name we call it. We
all know that this nation was deconstructed and what we live in right now, as a nation, is

not allowing structuring that expresses the true will of Nigerians™?4,

Formal head of state, General Yakubu Gowon, says there is nothing wrong with
restructuring the country, provided it is done within one Nigeria context. Gowon
maintained that restructuring is very much in order to avoid a situation where oﬂ‘e@ion
of the country is highly advantaged leaving others at a very low pace. Or g situation where
some states is too large and powerful as to pose a threat to the unity‘%k: country. He
further added that the call for true federalism by some Nigeriansv!g\&‘ o'not a bad idea, as

long as it was done within the context of the nation’s unity?. Q‘)&%

Q

The former Deputy Senate President of Nigeria, s&s«s%\ucturing Nigeria is inevitable for
the all-inclusive advantage it will confer on, f@%ing units and enhancement of national
unity. The lawmaker stated that restru ur@j}not the same as exclusive resource control.
Under restructuring arrangement, @éérating units will have more control over their
resources and there would always”be an equalization fund to ensure that every region

'}
thrives above a reason@\ shold. We cannot continue to do the same thing that has

failed us for morq{h' alf a century and expect a different result®.
ii. Powﬁbalanw and Limitation on Development

The@ground of argument against the current structure of the Nigerian federal state is
the lopsidedness and unitary nature of the country. Although three lists exist that captures
the business of government. Yet, the distributions of values are overbearingly tilted
towards the federal government having monopoly over a good number of items. The
contents of the exclusive, concurrent and residual lists will attest to that.

In fact, too much power and resources are located at the centre thereby making the state
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economically unproductive, uncompetitive, indolent, politically weak, disunited and
unstable?’. Federal might has been deployed arrogantly and the demands of justice have
been neglected or swayed in-line with federal powers. The unitary nature of Nigeria’s
federalism has spelt doom for national survival and retarded the gains of the vast natural

and human resources in the polity.

This current structure is understood as not serving the interest of any section in thb{@pria
well. It is like something done to keep every other person down even when g}ave all
that it takes to turn around their economic and political future. With?%ntinuous and
dogged dependence on crude oil, accompanied by the pitching'gl\w‘ fiscal policies and
national economic planning on same, the Nigerian state seen@b ve limited their potential

for true social progress, economic growth, and ;% @bility. At the immediate past

concluded National Conference in the year 2014,.mahy persons spoke against the structural

foundations of the country but regrettably (hey%é iled not?®.

iii.  Political Instability and Ins@g

It is a known fact that for d%lgkes now quality leadership has become unattainable and a
mirage in Nigeria, %&tly they are bound to be persistent clamor for restructuring
across the natiogl},le inability of Nigerian leaders to find lasting solution to the business
of governance and better approach to leadership devoid of selfishness, favoritisms,
corruQand insincerity to a large extent has necessitated the call for restructuring of the
Nigerian federalism. On attainment of her independence in October Ist 1960, Nigeria

assumed a federal status.

Being Africa leading economy and most populous nation, Nigerians are neither happy nor
satisfied with the current political economic structure in place, they are not happy with the

1999 constitution which for many is a brain child of the military. One among the reasons
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being that so much powers are vested on the federal government, making the states and the
local government dependent on the federal. However, despite all the negative images
painted of her as a failure in the African continent, the country’s relative ability to
successfully manage issues that had turned her peers’ culturally diverse nations with
particular reference to Democratic Republic of Congo, Somalia and Sudan apart remain a
plus to the nation?®. The success has been attributed to the doggedness of the. average
Nigerian citizens to manage effectively with all the interwoven ethnic and socioé%]}ral as
well as other related disuniting forces facilitated by the special struct . 6Qederation
since the Nigeria civil war which replaced the hitherto three str.on d,\vulnerable ethnic

regions with the current 36 States. &%’\
NS
iv.  Nationalism Q’Q\

Despite the 1914 amalgamation of the northerq&ﬁ%southem protectorates by Lord Lugard,
people from different ethnic groups a,&@_)\o accept a common identity as Nigerians”.
Nigerian citizen...see himself first ember of a clan, more interestingly as a member
of an ethnic nationality. RarelyM he regard himself as a Nigerian, except if the sharing
of the national cake occ@p i?ne position in the agenda of national discourse. Even then,
his greatest qualification is his ethnic identity. The place of origin or ethno-religious
background%Qerson has been central to identity-based privileges and immunities in
Nig%@

General social life and economic relations often captures and reflects this reality.
Admittance, appointment, allocation on the one hand, and discrimination, deprivation, and
destruction of a person or group are similarly decided based on these considerations. In fact,

political parties, political participation, appointments and employments are viewed and

handled with ethnic, religious and political biases.
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v. Elite Interest

This appears to be a major problem facing political restructuring of Nigeria. The politico-
economic elites of the country who are being favoured in one way or the other by the
existing political structure of Nigeria influence negatively the struggle for political
restructuring. These set of people constitute the wealthy, the politicians and even some
elected government officials. One of the reasons that the northerners shun thé @for
political restructuring is because of their landmass and population whi@é%ﬂants the
northern political elites the opportunity of being appointed in Ila umbers into

government positions and using land to hustle for fund in Abuja’?. ‘6.\

CD

Also in the words of the former Governor, no govemoQ&ily will lift a finger or put
himself out to diversify or second restructuring Wh@ month he can come to Abuja to
collect his share of the booty. The only re@sg&w would do so is if he knows that the
survival of his state depends on it”. Thi oQightly shows that the call for restructuring has
fallen to the dictates of the politich%onomic elites of the Nigerian society. Thus, they

become a strong challenger of the'id to restructure the pseudo-federalist political structure
'}

of Nigeria. Q’Q

4.2 Discussi&q} Findings

The p @ of the study is to investigate federalism and the challenges of resource control in
Nigerﬁbjective one is to find out the contemporary issues around federalism and resource
control in Nigeria, one of the main issues around resource control in Nigeria is the ownership
and exploitation of oil and gas resources, which are mainly located in the Niger Delta region.
The federal government controls these resources through the Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation (NNPC) and other regulatory bodies, while the states are expected to receive a

share of the revenue through the allocation of oil blocks and royalties. Some states in the
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Niger Delta region, such as Delta, Akwa Ibom, and Rivers, have been pushing for greater
control over the oil and gas resources in their territories. They argue that the federal
government has not done enough to address the environmental degradation, poverty, and

underdevelopment in the region, despite the massive revenue generated from the oil sector.

Another area of contention in the federal-state relations is the sharing of revenue generated
from non-oil resources, such as taxes and tariffs. Some states believe that they are‘q{@etting
a fair share of the revenue, and there have been calls for a review of the rey allocation
formula. There is also a debate on the extent to which state govemﬁ%m exercise their
powers under the current federal system. Some argue that the ce@;@vemment has more
control over the powers and responsibilities of state governm@%hile others believe that the
state governments should have more autonomy an c;:% | over their affairs. The issue of
resource control in Nigeria is also closely linked to~security challenges, particularly in the
Niger Delta region*. Militant groups, such@hﬁ

the Emancipation of the Niger Delt %«e often resorted to violence and sabotage of oil

er Delta Avengers and the Movement for

installations as a means of denﬁ&d& greater control and equity in the sharing of resources.
The issues of federalism ,®e§burce control in Nigeria are complex and multifaceted. The
federal government, and“the”states must work together to address the challenges and find
lasting so%@\f) the problems. A more equitable revenue-sharing formula, the
develo n@t f non-oil resources, and greater autonomy for the states are some of the

measures that could help to address the issues?.

Objective two 1is to assess the ethical evaluation of the calls for resource control and
restructuring in Nigeria. The calls for resource control and restructuring in Nigeria have
gained significant momentum in recent years. The ethical evaluation of these calls depends
on various factors, such as the principles of justice, equality, and fairness, and the potential

impact on different groups of people!. From an ethical standpoint, resource control and
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restructuring could be regarded as fair and just, as it provides an opportunity for the
redistribution of wealth and resources in Nigeria. The current system, where power and
resources are concentrated in the hands of a few individuals and regions, has perpetuated
inequality and marginalization of other regions. Resource control and restructuring could,

therefore, help address these disparities and promote a more equitable society.

However, the ethical evaluation of these calls also has to consider the potential Kv%act on
other groups and regions of the country. For example, some regions that bqééfrom the
current system may resist any change to resource control, as they fear l‘c%\tﬁeir power and
control over resources. The ethical dilemma, therefore, lies in @c'ihg the principle of
fairness and justice with the need to maintain stability and u@g\% the country'®. The impact
of resource control and restructuring on the welf: e,@‘e people is also another ethical
consideration. If restructuring leads to the creat'émore autonomous regions, there is a
risk that some regions will not have the esoﬁw s“or capacity to provide basic services like
healthcare, education, and infrastruct&qé‘@onsequently, there could be a rise in poverty and
inequality in these regions. E%g')evaluations should, therefore, consider the potential
impact of resource contrc@r’éstructuring on the welfare of the people. Calls for resource
control and restructuring-in"Nigeria have both ethical advantages and disadvantages. It is
incumbent o@licymakers and stakeholders to strike a delicate balance between the
princi@éf%ice and fairness while also considering the impact on other regions and the

welfaréyef the people.

Objective Three is to examine the Challenges to Political Restructuring in Nigeria. The
Nigerian political elites often resist restructuring, as it would threaten their power and
privileges. Restructuring would lead to a redistribution of power and resources, which would
not be in the interest of the political elite. Nigeria is a country of over 200 ethnic groups and

religions, and political restructuring is often perceived along ethnic and religious lines?*. This
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has led to mistrust and tension among different groups, resulting in the sabotage of political

restructuring efforts.

Furthermore, despite the advocacy for restructuring from several quarters, the Nigerian
government has shown a lack of political will to enact the necessary reforms®*. Political

leaders are often more interested in maintaining the status quo than in making the necessary

N

institutions are unable to enforce laws and regulations. Corruption is ive in Nigeria,

changes. Nigeria's institutions, such as the judiciary and the civil service, ar¢ \v(%k and
ineffective. This makes it difficult to implement any significant political rgst ing, as the
and it permeates every sector of society, including politics. *@a)rrupt practices of
politicians make it difficult to achieve any meaningful polit@ structuring as they benefit
from the system's shortcomings. Political restructu 'n@ﬁigeria faces several challenges,
including resistance from political elites, ethno-religteds tensions, lack of political will, weak

institutions, and corruption®'. Addressing {he&h lenges is crucial for Nigeria to achieve a

more equitable and efficient system o@mance.
%'\

S
>
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Chapter Five
Conclusion
5.1 Summary of Findings

This research project explored and evaluated the challenges of resource control and practice
of federalism in Nigeria. This research work is subdivided into five chapters; the f:lrséglapter
focused on the background to the study, detailing on the federalism, which can @ystrive on

consultation, negotiation, compromise, bargaining and agreement be constituent

governments. To guide the study, three research objectives and qy stionseyere proposed.

'\

In Nigeria, the issue of fiscal federalism and democracy re&@%rossly unsuitable because of
misplaced priorities. There has been a controversial @ nd conflicts on how Government
revenue is to be shared amongst the component tietS of Government in the country. The
inability to implement a full scaled true f@\sm and fiscal policy has in the past hindered
national development greatly. It is o@basis that this research investigate federalism and
the challenges of resource cont Nigeria. The objectives of this study is to investigate
contemporary issues aro leralism and resource control in Nigeria, examine the ethical

evaluation of reso@ntrol and restructuring in Nigeria and identify the challenges of

political re@ in Nigeria.

Fede %‘ a system meant to integrate people in a society who are diverse ethnically,
culturally, geographically and even religiously. It therefore becomes imperative that once a
government is in place, it must endeavour to adequately and equitably distribute powers,
functions and resources among these diverse groups. But in Nigeria, there are instances

where governments have openly violated this principles of federalism.
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The study identified contemporary issues around federalism and resource control in Nigeria,
examine the ethical evaluation of resource control and restructuring in Nigeria and also

identify the challenges of political restructuring in Nigeria.

One of the main issues around resource control in Nigeria is the ownership and exploitation
of oil and gas resources, which are mainly located in the Niger Delta region. The federal
government controls these resources through the Nigerian National Petroleum C@ation
(NNPC) and other regulatory bodies, while the states are expected to recgiv are of the
revenue through the allocation of oil blocks and royalties. Some sta@e Niger Delta
region, such as Delta, Akwa Ibom, and Rivers, have been pushing @Seﬁter control over the
oil and gas resources in their territories. They argue that the %ﬁ% government has not done
enough to address the environmental degradation y, and underdevelopment in the
region, despite the massive revenue generated fro Qoﬂ sector. From an ethical standpoint,
resource control and restructuring coul be\ided as fair and just, as it provides an
opportunity for the redistribution of@h and resources in Nigeria. The current system,
where power and resources are\¢o ntrated in the hands of a few individuals and regions,
has perpetuated inequali @d\ marginalization of other regions. Resource control and

restructuring could the help address these disparities and promote a more equitable

society. s Q

resource control and restructuring in Nigeria have gained significant momentum
in recent years. The Nigerian political elites often resist restructuring, as it would threaten
their power and privileges. Restructuring would lead to a redistribution of power and
resources, which would not be in the interest of the political elite. Despite the advocacy for
restructuring from several quarters, political leaders are often more interested in maintaining
the status quo than in making the necessary changes. Nigeria's institutions, such as the

judiciary and the civil service, are weak and ineffective. This makes it difficult to implement
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any significant political restructuring, as the institutions are unable to enforce laws and
regulations. Corruption is pervasive in Nigeria, and it permeates every sector of society,
including politics. The corrupt practices of politicians make it difficult to achieve any
meaningful political restructuring as they benefit from the system's shortcomings. Political
restructuring in Nigeria faces several challenges, including resistance from political elites,
QP
5.2 Conclusion . QS
SZ

In Nigeria, one of the most protracted and controversial debates is the way Government
[ ﬂ
revenue is shared amongst the component tiers of Government tné@% untry. This debate

ethno-religious tensions, lack of political will, weak institutions, and corruption.

has its foundations in the history and evolution of the N@n Federation. Nigeria, as a
federal state allocates government resources %@hdmg to the various tiers of
government as a form of decentralized govqn@ and having been incorporated in 1914
with the amalgamation of the two Bri 'sthectorates of Northern and Southern Nigeria
and the Crown Colony of Lagos in@)‘bmgle entity. The aim of the study is to investigate

federalism and the challenges (M)urce control in Nigeria.

The study identiﬁe@@’%&nue allocation formula, leadership crisis and corruption are
the three conter@ary issues around federalism in Nigeria. The research concludes that
fiscal federalism is very crucial for the functioning of any federal system. It is one of the
key @es of balanced federalism. Therefore, it is very important to create a balance
between the federal and state governments in revenue generation, sharing and spending in
order to reduce the over dependence of sub-federal units on the federal government thereby
improving their internally generated revenue and the provision of democratic dividends to

the citizens.
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5.3

Recommendations

The study recommends that,

1l

1il.

1v.

Vi.

There should be a redefinition of the statutory roles of each tier of government and a
modification of the current fiscal jurisdiction. The changes must be reflected in a
new Nigerian Constitution if the country is to achieve fiscal sustainability, balanced
development, and equitable distribution of the federation revenue in the &@head
There should be agitation for resource control by all the states 01‘@%@[‘1 in order
to achieve a better federating society.

: s's
The function of the unit should be to oversee and inve%@‘t into environmentally
degrading cases as, oil pipelines leakages, Vangﬂgﬂl, oil spillages, etc. and also
make for the prevention of such cases, orh@!gation of their effects.
A forum should be formed to ide ﬂmemployed youths of the oil producing
communities in order to trainade and deploy them in productive ventures.
States and local govern ’~§'e fully autonomous units thereby reducing the
overarching powers of the’federal center.
There is every@f : sufficient effort and resources to be invested by the Federal

Govern Nigeria towards the cultivation and central control of solid mineral

55%9 in Nigeria.

5.4 Qyntrlbutlon to Knowledge

The aim of this research is to investigate federalism and the challenges of resource control

in Nigeria. The study contribute to knowledge in some ways. Firstly, it add to the existing

literature on federalism, resource control and political restructuring in the country. For this

reason, the findings of this research is significant for government at all level. Secondly, the

findings of this research can serve as a policy guide for the central government on the
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distribution and allocation of resources to sub-units. Hence, the research filled the gap of
knowledge identified on federalism, resource control and political restructuring in the

country.
5.5 Suggested Areas for Further Research

This research investigate the issue of federalism and the challenges of resource control in
Nigeria. Some concepts such as federalism, democracy and so on were also exa@cba in
the research. However, the author is of the opinion that future studies 'ne\ h can be
conducted on how resource allocation and control is affecting good governance in Nigeria.

[ } “
In addition to that, future study can also examine the role of the%ﬁt}b Nigeria federalism

A\

and political restructuring of the country. . QQ)

Q’Q

143



Bibliography

Chapters in Books

Adedire, S. & Olanrewaju, J., Military Intervention in Nigerian Politics. In Ajayi, R. &
Fashagba, J. Y. (eds) Nigerian Politics. Springer, Cham, 2021, 395-405.

Beckett, A., Elections and Democracy in Nigeria. In Elections in Independent Africa.
Routledge, 2019, 87-119.

Fagbadebo, O. & Mbada, K., Public Procurement Law, Due Process, and Public, Sector

Corruption in Nigeria: A Review. In Dorasamy, N., Fagbadebo, O. ( ublic
Procurement, Corruption and the Crisis of Governance in Africa. Palgra acmillan,
2021, 165-183. °

Fagbadebo, O., Corruption, Governance and Political Instability in Nigeria: A Dysfunctional
Conundrum. In Current Research in Education and Social dj\es. Book Publisher
International, 1, 2019, 55-68. . )\\

Faluyi, T., Khan, O., & Akinola, A., Nigeria’s Counter-Tepkoxism Strategies: Implications
for Nigerian Federalism. In Boko Haram’s <T m and the Nigerian State.
Springer, Cham, 2019, 119-132.

Girgus, S., American Renewal and Democracy: @ng Slavery, Racism, and Fascism, In
Generations of Jewish Directors an Struggle for America’s Soul. Palgrave
Macmillan, Cham, 2021, 211-236. \

Isawa, J. & Olorunsola, A., Federalismand Politics of Compromise. In State Versus Ethnic
Claims: African Policy Dilem outledge, 2019, 281-303.

Kaschina, V. & Nesterova, N.NThe Problem of Affirmatively Architectural Form and
Structural Functionalism. In Materials Science Forum. Trans Tech Publications
Ltd, 931, 2018, 81 .'3
E

Matei, C., Severed Roo olutionism, Diffusionism and (Structural-) Functionalism. In

Schools a s of Anthropological Theory. Routledge, 2018, 18-59
pOoLOg ry g

Offu, O., Q & Offu, F., Service: The Matrix of Good Governance in Nigeria-
Africas, In Global Encyclopedia of Public Administration, Public Policy, and

@rnance. Cham: Springer, 2018, 978-3.
Oguntuadse, O. & Windapo, A., Green Bonds and Green Buildings: New Options for

Achieving Sustainable Development in Nigeria. In Housing and SDGs in Urban
Africa. Springer, Singapore, 2021, 193-218.

Onah, C., Asadu, 1. & Amujiri, B., Dynamics of the Politico-Administrative Conflicts of
Resource Control in Nigeria: Exploring the Oil Politics of Who gets What, When, and
How. In Natural Resources Forum. Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2022.

Onapajo, H. & Abiodun, F., 4 Stagnant or Retrogressive Democracy? Elections and
Democracy in Nigeria, 1999-2019. In A Sleeping Giant? Springer, Cham, 2021, 3-15.

144



Onder, M. & Ulkii, N., 4 Framework for Comparative Analysis: Public Administration
across the Globe. In The Palgrave Handbook of Comparative Public Administration.
Palgrave Macmillan, Singapore, 2022, 51-76.

Simon, T., The Injustice of Procedural Democracy. In Reconstructing Multiethnic Societies:
The Case of Bosni-Herzegovina. Routledge, 2001.

Steytler, N. & Ayele, Z., Local Governments in African federal and Devolved Systems of
Government: The Struggle for a Balance between Financial and Fiscal Autonomy and
Discipline. In Comparing Fiscal Federalism. Brill Nijhoff, 2018, 299-327.

Yacob-Haliso, O. & Agbaje, A., Accountability Theory and Democracy in Nigeria. In
Africa’s Big Men. Routledge, 2018, 193-212.

Conference Proceedings/Seminars

Ekwekwe, E., Structuring Democracy and Development into Nigerian Federalism. Keynote
Address at Nigerian Political Science Association (NPSA), Seuth-South Conference,
Niger Delta University, Bayelsa State, 2019, 5-7.

Okonkwo, O., The Value of Diversity: Restructuring to sgve Nigeria. An Inaugural
Lecture presented at University of Nigeria, Nsukka, 2048

Journals

Abada, I., Okafor, N. & Omeh Tr., P. Nigerian Morbid Federalism and Demand for Political
Restructuring. African Journal of.Political Science and International Relations,
14(1), 2020, 13-21.

Abah, E. & Nwokwu, P. Restructuring thg"Nigerian Federalism: The Proposed Form and
Shape. Middle East JournaPof-Scientific Research, 25(7), 2017, 1518-1526.

Abbas, A. & Wakili, S., Agitation for Restructuring and Resource Control in Nigeria’s
Federalism: Issues&RePspectives and the Way Forward. Covenant University
Journal of Politics\and International Affairs, 2018.

Abejide, S. 1914 Amglgamation, Resource Control and its Implications for Nation Building
in NigeriaMn Assessment. KIU Journal of Social Sciences, 8(1), 2022, 59-68.

Abiodun, Oy, Adeyemi, A., Adeyokun, M. & Danjuma, A., Effects of Treasury Single
Account Policy on Corruption in Nigeria. Continental Journal of Sustainable
Development, 11(1), 2021, 1-15.

Abodunrin, O., Federalism and the Niger Delta Struggle for Resource Control in Nigeria.
COVENANT Journals of Business and Social Sciences, 12(2), 2021, 1-20.

Adagbabiri, M. & Okolie, U., Federalism and Political Restructuring in Nigeria: The
Panacea for Mutual Co-Existence and Management of Nation’s Resources.
Uluslararas1 Sosyal Arastirmalar Dergisi / The Journal of International Social
Research, 11(59), 2018, 304-319.

Adeagbo, A. & Omodunbi, O. Election Gifting and the Ordeal of Democracy in Nigeria.
European Scientific Journal, 15(5), 2019, 119.

145



Adedeji, O., Adebayo, O. & Ezeabasili, 1. Restructuring and Clamour for True Federalism in
Nigeria: A Comparative Analysis. Advances in Social Sciences Research Journal,
5(2), 2018, 160-168.

Adenyi, T., Madu, C., Nnamchi, K. & Amaremo, S. Peace-Building as a Panacea for Ethnic
Agitations and Militancy in Nigeria. University of Nigeria Journal of Political
Economy, 11(2), 2021.

Adesiyan, E. & Arulogun, C., Nigeria’s Inter-governmental Relations and the Current
Restructuring Debate. Direct Research Journals, 6(5), 2019, 71-77.

Adeyemi, O., Local Government Administration in Nigeria: A Historical Perspective,
International Journal of Public Administration and Governance, 9(2)A20J19,
161-179.

Adoga-lkong, A. & Besong, P. The Right of the Indigenous People oveéx their Natural
Resources: The Nigeria Situation. Predestinasi, 14(1), 2021, 62-N.

Afolabi, O. & Omotuyi, M. Ethnic Nationalities, Religious Fundaméntalism and Federalism
in Nigeria. Fragmented Identities of Nigeria: Sociopolitical ahd Economic Crises,
133, 2022

Agi-Otto, O. The Yellow Palm Frond as an Instrument for Restructuring and Resource
Control in Ogba Culture: Imperatives for~they Nigerian Project. East African
Journal of Arts and Social Sciences, 2(1), 2020, 15-20.

Ahmad, M., Ado, A., & Waziri, A., Implieation of Fiscal Federalism and Resource
Allocation on National Integration) ¥in Nigeria: A Strenuous Journey from
Independence to Date. NDA Jouxnal’of Management Science Research, 2(1), 2022,
300-307.

Ajibo, H., Onuoha, E., Obi-Keguna,) C., Okafor, A., & Oluwole, 1., Dynamics of Farmers
and Herdsmen conflict in Nigeria: The Implication to Social Work Policy
Intervention. Intepnational Journal of Humanities and Social Science, 8(7),
2018, 157-163.

Akajife, E., Okechukwad, N. & Nnedum, O., Covid-19 Pandemic, Federalism and Nigeria’s
Leadership€hallenges. Nnadiebube Journal of Philosophy, 4(1), 2020.

Akpan, N., Nwokah, I. & Andem, A. The Clamour for Political Restructuring and the
Challenges of National Integration in Nigeria. American Research Journal of
Humanities Social Science, 1, 2018, 10-17.

Akpezi, O., River Basins as Geomorphic Units and Environmental Challenges Associated
with their Development in Nigeria. Saudi Journal of Humanities and Social
Science, 7(5), 2022, 221-230.

Ali, M. & Ahmed, F., Nigerian Federalism Problems in Prospects. Journal of Economic
Info, 6(2), 2019, 12-18.

Ali, M., Abubakar, Y. & Ali, H., The Executive, Legislature and the Judiciary: Toward
Democratic Governance in Nigeria Since 1914. Journal of Economic Info, 6(1),
2019, 43-48.

146



Aloko, S. & Abdullahi, U., Corruption and Underdevelopment in Nigeria: Challenges and
Solutions. Scientific Research Journal, 6(7), 2018, 1-10.

Arezoo, 1., Mohammadi, M., Nasekhian S., & Memar S., Structural Functionalism, Social
Sustainability and the Historic Environment: A Role for Theory in Urban
Regeneration, The Historic Environment: Policy & Practice, 11(2-3), 2020,
158-180.

Argyres, S., De Massis, N., Foss, J., Frattini, F., Jones, G. & Silverman, S., History-informed
Strategy Research: The Promise Of History And Historical Research Methods in
Advancing Strategy Scholarship. Strategic Management Journal, 41(3), 2020, 343-
368.

Asad, M., Hassan, R., Sherwani, F., Abbas, Z., Shahbaz, M. & Soomro, Q., Identification of
Effective Safety Risk Mitigating Factors for Well Control Drilling\Opération: An

Explanatory Research Approach. Journal of Engineering, Design and'¥echnology,
17(1), 2018, 218-229.

Ashindorbe, K. Contending Issues in the Practice of Democracy gnd Federalism in Nigeria.
Journal of Management & Administration, 1, 2019, 25-43:

Ashindorbe, K. Contending Issues in the Practice of Demqcra€y and Federalism in Nigeria.
Journal of Management & Administration, 12019, 25-43.

Atelhe, G. & Taslim, O., Nigerian Federal Systeninand the Debate on Restructuring in
Contemporary  Times. Multi-disciplinary Journal of Research and
Development Perspectives, 9(2), 2020,

Auwalu, A., & Odumu, A., Restructuring the Nigerian Federation: Power Sharing and
Resource Allocation Persgectives, Zamfara Journal of Politics and
Development, 2(2), 2021, 9:9.

Avbuere, H., The Restructure of the Nigerian Federal System: A Task that need to be
Done. Global Journahof Political Science and Administration, 7(3), 2019, 66-
88.

Awaah, F., OkebuKela, P. Ebisin, A., Agbanimu, D., Peter, E. Ajayi, O. Gbeleyi, O.
OnyewuchinF. Oladejo, A. Adewusi, M. Ademola, I., Onowugbeda, F., Odekeye, T.
& Fawal, R. Influence of Gender and Career Interest on African University Students’
Pexceived Difficult Concepts in the Study of Public Administration. Teaching Public
Administration, 39(2), 2021, 227-245.

Awofeso, O. & Obah-Akpowoghaha, N. The Challenges of Federalism and its Implications
for the Nigerian State. International Journal of Politics and Good Governance,
8(8.3), 2017, 1-24.

Ayodeji, G. & Ariyo, A., Grand Corruption in Sub-saharan Africa and the Feasibility of
Establishing International Anti-corruption Court. Acta Universitatis Danubius.
Administratio, 11(1), 2019.

Ayuba, H. & Adamu, A., The Quest for Resource Control in Nigeria: The Niger-Delta
Experience. Research on Humanities and Social Sciences, 8(16), 2018, 70-75.

147



Ayuba, H., The Impasse of Good Governance and Accountability in Democratic Governance
in Nigeria: 1999-2015. IRA International Journal of Education and
Multidisciplinary Studies, 12(2), 2018, 40-47.

Azuka, O. & Brambaifa, A. Youths and Sustaining Democracy in Nigeria: Issues, Challenges
and Way Forward. American Journal of Educational Research, 7(3), 2019, 279-
283.

Babaleye, P., Ibitoye, T. & Akpobo, E. Influence of Social Media on Democratic Governance
in Nigeria. International Journal of Media Journalism and Mass
Communications, 69(1), 2020, 13-20.

Babalola, D. & Okafor, C., Resource Abundance and the Dilemma of Fiscal Fedecalism in
Nigeria. Journal of African Political Economy and Development, 4(1)2619, 3-21.

Babalola, D. & Onapajo, H. New Clamour for “Restructuring” in Nigerias, Elite Politics,
Contradictions, and Good Governance. African Studies Quarterly, 18(4), 2019, 41-
56.

Basiru, S., Democracy Deficit and the Deepening Crisis of Corruption‘in Post-Authoritarian
Nigeria. Taiwan Journal of Democracy, 14(2), 20185, 1=142.

Bello, O. & Ojo, S. The Politics of Resource Control aptl.the Quest for True Federalism
in Nigeria, 1954-2015. VUNA Journal of Histery and International Relations,
7(1), 2023, 1-17.

Borthakur, P., Amartya Sen’s Critique of the Rawlsian Theory of Justice: An Analysis.
Humanities & Social Sciences Reyiews; 7(2), 2019, 10-20.

Chimezie, O. & Chukwuma, N. Nigerig)and the Crisis of Resource Control in the Niger-
Delta Region. Social Scienc@Research, 5(1), 2019.

Deezia, B. Environmental Justice ahd the Quest for Equitable Resource Control and Political
Restructuring in Nigexi@s The Ogoni-Niger Delta Experience. Tansian University
Journal of Arts,.Management and Social Sciences, 4(1), 2020, 77-94.

Deinibiteim, M. & Mercy, T., Restructuring: A Catholicon for the Stability of Nigerian
FederalisupAfrican Journal of Social Science and Humanities Research, 5(3),
2022,.92%1.04.

Demitkayan\Y., Strategic Planning in the Turkish Public Sector. Transylvanian Review
of Administrative Sciences, Special Issue, 2015, 15-29.

Dimobika, J. Christianity, Resource Control and Restructuring in Nigeria: The Way Forward.
Dynamic International Journal of Arts and Humanities, 1(1), 2022, 90-120.

Dunmoye, A., Whither the Nigerian Federation: Democracy and the Restructuring Debate.
Nigerian Journal of Political Science, 18(2), 2018, 1-18.

Ebiziem, E. & Ezenwoko, O., The Doctrine of Federalism and the Clamour for
Restructuring of Nigeria for Good Governance: Issues and Challenges.

International Journal of Advanced Academic Research/Social &
Management Sciences, 4(4), 2018, 274-293.

148



Ebiziem, E., & Ezenwoko, O., The Doctrine of Federalism and the Clamor for
Restructuring of Nigeria for Good Governance: Issues and Challenges.
International Journal of Advanced Academic Research/Social &
Management Sciences, 4(4), 2018, 274-293.

Ede, V. & Chiaghanam, O., Ethno-religious Conflicts and the Restructuring of Nigeria
Debate: Issues, Trends and Perspectives, Asian Journal of Humanities and
Social Studies, 7(1), 2019.

Ede, V. & Ozioma, F., Ethno-religious Conflicts and the Restructuring of Nigeria Debate:
Issues, Trends and Perspectives. Asian Journal of Humanities and Social
Studies, 7(1), 2019.

Efeurhobo, D. & Fredrick, C., Restructuring, Insecurity and the Challenges of
Development in Nigeria. UJAH: Unizik Journal of Arts and HumanitieS, 21(4),
2020, 155-170.

Egobueze, A., & Ojirika, C., Corruption and Fiscal Federalism in Nigeria: Analysis of the
Federal Budgetary Process, 1999-2016. African Journal“ef Political Science and
International Relations, 12(10), 2018, 191-207.

Ejumudo, K. & Ikenga, F. Federalism in Nigeria: Frablems and Restructuring Option,
Unnes Law Journal: Jurnal Hukum Uniyepsitas Negeri Semarang, 7(2), 2021,
189-202.

Ejumudo, K. & lkenga, F., Federalism in Nigexia: Problems and Restructuring Option.
Unnes Law Journal: Jurnal Hukum"Universitas Negeri Semarang, 7(2), 2021,
189-202.

Ekpo, C. & Agorye, C. Dead or Damrenit? Docile or Fractured? The Culture of Military
Clampdown on Youth Demenstrations and its Repercussions on the 21ST Century
Nigerian Youths. European Scientific Journal, 14(26), 2018, 74-92.

Ekpo, C., Federalism, Federal 'Powers and the Politics of Restructuring in Nigeria,
Young African eaders Journal of Development, 3(1), 2021, 18.

Ekuri, K. & Etim, EReSource Control: A Necessary Element for True Federalism in Nigeria.
Internatiortal Journal of Advanced Studies in Economics and Public Sector
Management, 5(1), 2017, 215-229.

Eme, 0. & Ugwu, C. Politics of Fiscal Federalism: Revenue Sharing, Resource Control and
Sharing Formula in Nigeria, University of Nigeria Journal of Political Economy,
9(2), 2019.

Eme, O. & Ugwu, C. Politics of Fiscal Federalism: Revenue Sharing, Resource Control and
Sharing Formula in Nigeria. University of Nigeria Journal of Political Economy,
9(2), 2019.

Epelle, A. & Nweke, K. The Challenges of Political Restructuring in Nigeria’s Fourth
Republic: A Prognostic Analysis. European Journal of Scientific Research, 152(4),
2019, 370-383.

149



Etekpe, A., Epoweide, 1. & Eyikorogha, Q. Generating Fresh Vision on Federalism for
Nigeria: The Position of South-south Nigeria on Economic and Political
Restructuring. African Journal of Political Science and International Relations,
16(1), 2022, 12-32.

Ewetan, O., Fiscal Federalism in Nigeria: Theory and Practice. International Journal of
Development and Sustainability, 1(3), 2012, 1075-1087.

Ewetan, O., Osabohien, R., Matthew, O., Babajide, A. & Urhie, E., Fiscal Federalism and
Accountability in Nigeria: An ARDL Approach. Journal of Money Laundering
Control, 2020.

Ezinwa, V. Issues and Challenges Facing the Restructuring of the ContemporaryNyigeria’s
Federal System. International Journal of Management, Social Sciences; Beace and
Conflict Studies, 1(1), 2018.

Ezirim, G., Okafor, C. & Izuchukwu, 1., Political Economy of Restructuring the Nigerian
State. University of Nigeria Journal of Political Economy, 18(2), 2023, 49-66.

Fadakinte, M. & Abdulkareem, M. The Travails of Nigerian Federalism 1951-1999: A
Federation in Crisis of Constitutional Engineering~African Journal of Political
Science and International Relations, 15(1), 2021,19=27.

Fagbemi, T., Impact of Environmental, Demographicil, _and Personal Factors on Auditors’
Ethical Decision Making in Nigeria. Studia®Universitatis Vasile Goldis Arad, Seria
Stiinte Economice, 30(3), 2020, 35-58,

Faluyi, O. & Oni, E. Federalism, Military Legacies and the Restructuring Debate in
Contemporary Nigeria. AfricamnJotirnal of Governance and Development, 7(2),
2018, 5-23.

Folkerts, J., On the IntellectualNHisgory of an Ahistorical Theory John Rawl's Theory of

Justice in the Discursive Context of History, Archiv fiir Rechts-und
Sozialphilosophie105(1), 2019, 68-87.

Gever, V., Ukonu, M. & Oyeoku, E. The Media and Opposing Voices: News Frames and
Slants of \Nigeria's Restructuring Agitations. African Journalism Studies, 39(4),
2018,d3d=s1.

Hassan, A. &\Ari, O., Fiscal Federalism and Resource Control in Nigeria. Zamfara Journal
of\Politics and Development, 4(1) 2023, 118-127.

Ibrahimy” M., Kirfi, I. & Abubakar, A., Politics of Federalism in Nigeria: Preparing
Human Capital for Effective Restructuring. Iconic Research and Engineering
Journals, 5(9), 2022, 98-108.

Ibrahim, M., Kirfi, I. & Abubakar, A., Politics of Federalism in Nigeria: Preparing Human
Capital for Effective Restructuring. Iconic Research and Engineering Journals,
5(9), 2022, 99-108.

Idike, A., Ukeje, L., Iwuala, H., Onele, J., Ekwunife, R., Nwachukwu, K. & Udu, O., The
Practice of Inclusive Representation in Nigeria Bureaucracy: The Federal
Character Principle Experience. Cogent Social Sciences, 5(1), 2019.

150



Igiebor, G., Political Corruption in Nigeria: Implications for Economic Development in the
Fourth Republic. Journal of Developing Societies, 35(4), 2019, 493-513.

Igwe, P. & Amadi, L., Democracy and Political Violence in Nigeria since Multi-Party
Politics in 1999: A Critical Appraisal. Open Political Science, 4(1), 2021, 101-119.

Ikemefuna, P. & Onah, E., Efficient Local Governments and the Stability of Federalism in
Nigeria, African Renaissance, 16(3), 2019, 11-25.

Ikenna, U., Restructuring Nigeria: Issues, Challenges and the Way Forwad.
International Journal of Integrative Humanism, 10(2), 2018.

Ita, E., Ebong, B. & Inimo-Etele, T., Restructuring Nigerian Federalism: A Progrosis¥or
Nation-Building and Socio-Political Stability. Journal of Political Sciencedand
Leadership Research, 5(1), 2019, 1-18.

Jimoh, A. & Vincent, A. The Concept of Democracy in ThomdS<HAguinas’ Political
Philosophy: Towards an Evaluation of Democratic Governance in Nigeria. Nasara
Journal of Philosophy, 1(1), 2019, 54-66.

Kalu, T. & Gberevbie, D. Election violence and Democracy ik Nigeria: A Study of the 2011
and 2015 General Elections in Lagos State. Kaduna Journal of Humanities, 2(1),
2018, 60-70.

Karpa, M., Akimova, L., Akimov, O., Serohina;\N.,\Qleshko, O. & Lipovska, N. Public
Administration as a Systemic Phenomenoir in Society. Ad Alta: Journal of
Interdisciplinary Research, 11, 20271,"56-62.

Kia, B. & Okoro, S., Challenges of Restructuring Nigeria: The Analytical Perspectives on
Incompatible Ethnic Demands, Journal of Sustainable Development in Africa,
20(3), 2018, 146-153.

Kobani, D., Leadership Literacy/as a Means to Enhance Sustainable Community
Development in Nigeria, International Journal of Scientific and Research
Publications, 12(3),'2022, 166-172.

Lafenwa, A., Ethnie-bgsed Social Groups and Agitations for/against Restructuring in
Nigeria. African Journal for the Psychological Studies of Social Issues, 24(1),
2021, 87%99.

Lukpata, ‘W,, Resource Control in Nigeria: The Current Controversy. IOSR Journal of
BEc¢onomics and Finance, 1(6), 2013, 01-04.

Makinde, W., Re-assessing Effects of Political Instability on Foreign Investment in Nigeria:
An Empirical Survey. Journal of Public Administration, Finance and Law, 13,
2018, 35-52.

Mariyadas, S. & Saravanakumar, A., Applications of Management Theories by Principals to
Peaceful School Administration. Journal of Positive School Psychology, 6(4), 2022,
398-408.

Mark, T. Niger Delta Conflict and the Cry for Restructuring and True Federalism in Nigeria:
A Study of Akpos Adesi's Agadagba Warriors. Literature Compass, 18(1), 2021,
el2612.

151



Mazouz, B. & Rousseau, A., Strategic Management in Public Administrations: A Results-
based Approach to Strategic Public Management. International Review of
Administrative Sciences, 82(3), 2016, 411-417.

Meagher, M. & Feder, K., The Troubled History of Philosophy and Deliberative Democracy.
Journal of Deliberative Democracy, 6(1), 2020.

Mediayanose, O. The Role of Security in Credible Elections and Sustainance of Democracy
in Nigeria. Journal of Public Administration, Finance and Law, 13, 2018, 134-141.

Mohammed, G. & Sulaiman, M., Federalism, Restructuring and National Question in
Contemporary Nigeria: The Way Forward. Arts and Social Sciences Journal,
5(2), 2018, 1-6.

Mohammed, 1., Othman, M., & Osman N., Nigeria’s First Republic ghd~Post 1966
Federalism: A Comparative Study. Journal of Business and Soeial/Review in
Emerging Economies, 6(4), 2020, 1469-1478.

Musa, 1., Jumare, M., Ayuba, M., & Yusuf, B., The Challenges of Democracy, Federalism,
National Unity and Integration in Nigeria: A ConceptyalN\Approach, International
Journal of Intellectual Discourse, 4(2), 2021, 157-17"

Musa, J. & Joseph, S., Functional Education as a Toolor*Sustainable Development in
Nigeria: Implication for Curriculum Planners, SPU Journal of Social Sciences,
4(4), 2019, 27-34.

Naanen, B., Oil-producing Minorities and theRestxucturing of Nigerian Federalism: The
Case of the Ogoni People. Journal of Commonwealth & Comparative Politics,
33(1), 1995, 46-78.

Nche, G., Out, A., Ugwueze, M., Okechukwu, G., Ejem, E. & Ononogbu, O., Knowledge
and Support for Political Restructuring among Youths in Nigeria: Are there
Ethnic and Religious Differences? Cogent Social Sciences, 6(1), 2020.

Nenyiaba, C., Fiscal Eederalism in Nigeria: Addressing Issues of Resource Control.
International Journal of Advances in Agriculture Sciences, 2018.

Nenyiaba, C,, Eiscal Federalism in Nigeria: Addressing Issues of Resource Control,
Internatienal Journal of Advances in Agriculture Sciences, 02(06), 2018.

Nestor, SO NKulyniak, 1., Gvozd, M., Pyrog, O. & Sroka, W. Shadow Economy and its
Impact on the Public Administration: Aspects of Financial and Economic Security
of the Country's Industry, Administratie si Management Public, 36, 2021, 81-
101.

Nnamani, D., Okeke, M., Eze, O. & Nduba, O. Elite Conspiracy in the Management of Local
Government Nigeria. Aumen Journal of Moral Education in Africa, 4(1), 2019, 1-
33.

Ntamu, G., Abia, O., Edinyang, S., & Chris-Valentine, O., Religion in Nigerian Political
Space: Implication for Sustainable National Development. International Journal
of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences, 4(9), 2014, 301.

152



Nwafor-Orizu, 1., Okolo, M. & Eze, K., Political restructuring in Nigeria: The Need,
Challenges and Prospects. International Journal of Academic Research in
Public Policy and Governance, 5, 2018, 26-49.

Nwamgbebu, O., Oketa, C., Agba Chukwuka, C., & Nwambe, C., Effect of Value for Money
Auditing on Cost of Governance in Nigeria: Evidence from Local Government
Councils in Ebonyi State, Nigeria. International Journal of Academic Research in
Accounting, Finance and Management Sciences, 2019, 170-178.

Nyeenenwa, S. & Stephen-Nyeenenwa, D. Democracy: A Comparative Study of Its Indices,
Practice and Relevance to the Nigerian Federalism. International Journal of
Democracy and Development Studies, 5(3), 2022, 1-19.

Nyekwere, E. & Duson, N., Fiscal Federalism, Resource Control, and Restrusturing in
Nigeria: The Contending Issues. Global Journal of Politics and Law(ReSearch, 8(4),
2020, 1-29.

Nzeako, U., Obadahun, S., & Yusufu, A., Federalism in Nigeria and\the Minority Question:
A Review of the Recurrent Issues. Fudma Journal of” Politics and International
Affairs, 1(1), 2018, 9-21.

Obi, C. Gunning for Security Governance in a ResourcezRieH African State? Interrogating
Militarization in a Democratic Nigeria. Confliet\Security & Development, 19(6),
2019, 603-621.

Obilor, 1., Iwundu, K., Okoroafor, F., Chima«E. & Bello, M., Democracy and National
Development: A Focus on Nigeyia N\NGNOSI: An Interdisciplinary Journal of
Human Theory and Praxis, 1(2),2018.

Obiorah, C. & Okoye, A. Regional Agitation and the Challenges of National Integration in
Nigeria: Political Restructuging as a Panacea. Studies in Politics and Society, 9,
2020, 227-247.

Obisanya, A. & Hassan, Lglmproving Local Government Performance through Financial
Autonomy  agnd~Aécountability at Nigerian State. Journal of Public
Administration, Finance and Law, 23, 2022, 222-235.

Odo, L., TheNatignal Question in Nigeria and the Need for a Solution. SAU Journal of
Management and Social Sciences, 5(1), 2021, 118-125.

OgbusE, \The Rationality of Restructuring: The Nigerian Experience. Oracle of Wisdom
Journal of Philosophy and Public Affairs, 4(4), 2020.

Ogoma, D. Local Government and the Sustenance of Democracy in Nigeria. Journal of
Advance Research in Social Science and Humanities, 4(3), 2018, 1-19.

Ohazurike, E., Okoroafor, G. I. & Alaneme, J. C., Restructuring Nigerian Federalism for
National Unity: Benefits and Challenges. African Journal of Social and
Behavioural Sciences, 10(1), 2020.

Ohazuruike, K. Leadership and Power Sharing in Nigerian Federalism: Issues and
Perspectives. Journal of Global Social Sciences, 3(11), 2022, 75-87.

153



Ohiomu, S. & Oluyemi, S. Resolving Revenue Allocation Challenges in Nigeria: Implications
for Sustainable National Development. The American Economist, 64(1), 2019, 142-
153.

Ojo, G., Analysis of Oil Wars and Environmental Justice in Ogoni land, Nigeria. Multi-
Disciplinary Journal of Research and Development Perspective, 5(1), 2016, 119-
134.

Okafor, O., Functional Efficiency and the Elements of the Political System: An
Evaluation of Nigerian Political Structure and Restructuring Agenda. Jurnal
Sosiologi USK (Media Pemikiran & Aplikasi), 15(1), 2021, 63-91.

Oke, L. & Ariyo, O., The Quest for Second Term and the Crisis of Democracy inNigeria.
International Journal of Development and Sustainability, 7(2), 2018,#6%-484.

Oke, T. & Kefas, S., Education and Human Resources Planning for Sustainablé_National
Development in Nigeria. KIU Journal of Humanities, 3(4), 2019,17-25.

Okeke, C. & Omojuwa, K. Effects of the Practice of Fedewalisn'in Nigeria on its
International Image. Scholars Journal of Arts, Humanitiés and Social Sciences,
10(6), 2022, 299-313.

Okeke-James, N., Igbokwe, 1., Anyanwu, J. & Ogbo, R,,"Quality Assurance in Secondary
Education for Socio-economic Developmenit~im Nigeria. European Journal of
Education Studies, 2020.

Okere, F., Eluyela, W., Inemesit, B. &sAjétunmobi, O., Public Sector Accounting
Standards and Quality of Financial Reporting: A Case of Ogun State Government
Administration in Nigeria. Busihess and Management Research Journal, 7(7),
2018, 76-81.

Okereka, O., Oluka, N. & Igbini,) M., Colonialism and Amalgamation of Southern and
Northern Protectorates: Analysis of Emerging Issues in Nigeria. Journal of Political
Science and LeadetShip Research, 6(1), 2020, 49-64.

Okereka, O., Orhehp, AN& Oluka, N., The Nigerian Federation and Restructuring Debate:
Implicatiops e’/ Socio-Politiocal and Economic Advancement. Faculty of Social
Sciencesand Humanities Journal, 2022, 30-44.

Okolie, U. Empirical Study of Federalism and Political Stability in Nigeria. International
Jounnal of Legal Studies, 6(2), 2019, 177-196.

Okpevra, U. A Critique of Nigerian Federalism and Need for Restructuring Towards
Achieving Vision 2030. Fudan Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences,
14(2), 2021, 265-284.

Okudolo, I. & Onah, E. Efficient Local Governments and the Stability of Federalism in
Nigeria. African Renaissance, 16(3), 2019, 11-25.

Okunoye, J., Effective Christian Religious Education in Nigerian Secondary Schools as a
Mechanism for Sustaining Democracy in Nigeria. Christian Education Journal,
16(2), 2019, 241-258.

154



Okwuosa, K. Religion, Resource Control and Restructuring in Nigeria: An Ethical Appraisal.
Sapientia Global Journal of Arts, Humanities and Development Studies, 3(3),
2020.

Olawole, C. & Oluro, M. National Security Challenges and the Quest for True Federalism in
Nigeria: The Issue of Amotekun (South-West Regional Security Network). Advances
in Social Sciences Research Journal, 8(11), 2021.

Olayiwole, P., Ugwuanyi, J., Akuche, A. & Cornelius C., Federalism and the Politics of
Restructuring in Nigeria. African Renaissance, 19(3), 2022, 225-249.

Oligie, C., Colonial Origins of Nigerian Federalism: A Blight on the Nigerian Federation.
International Journal of Social Sciences, 12(4), 2018.

Oluchi, U., The Role of Open and Distance Education in National Devetgpment of
Nigeria. International Journal Innovation Psychology “\ and/ Social
Development, 6, 2018, 22-25.

Olu-Odeyemi, L., Federalism in Nigeria — Problems, Prospects)artehthe Imperative of
Restructuring. International Journal Advances im ‘Sdcial Science and
Humanities, 5(8), 2017, 40-52.

Oluyemi, O. The Military Dimension of Niger Delta Crisistand its Implications on Nigeria
National Security. Sage Open, 10(2), 2020,

Ome-Egeonu, A. Resources Control in an Emerging Economy: Its Prospects and Challenges,
Journal of Marketing and Emerging Economics, 1(6), 2021, 19-25.

Ome-Egeonu, A. Resources Control in"ap Emerging Economy: Its Prospects and Challenges.
Journal of Marketing and Emerging Economics, 1(6), 2021, 19-25.

Omitola, B., Akinrinde, O. &.Omutola, A., Traditional Institutions and Socio-economic
Development in Nigeria: 4 Critical Analysis. Journal of Law and Legal Reform,
2(4), 2021, 539-552:

Onwumere, E., Ethuwo-religious pluralism and political restructuring in Nigeria, Nsukka
Journal of Religion and Cultural Studies, 6, 2019, 149-159.

Opone, O. Pelitids of Restructuring and Nation-Building in Nigeria, 1966-2019. KIU
Journal'of Humanities, 5(1), 2020, 15-21.

Orluiyene@. The Challenges and Pathologies of Nigerian Federalism. Social Science and
Law Journal of Policy Review and Development Strategies, 6(1), 2018, 72-87.

Osaghae, E. Re-Assessment of Federation as a Degree of Decentralization Public. The
Journal of Federalism, 2(3), 1990, 25-30.

Osai, O. & Amugo, O. The Evolution of Fiscal Centralism and Strong Centre Federalism in
Nigeria: An Historical Analysis and Critique towards a Stable Polity. Evolution, 5(3),
2019, 85-88.

Osaji, O., The Role of Christian Religious Leadership in the Transformational Development
of Democracy in Nigeria. Journal of African Interdisciplinary Studies, 5(10), 2021,
170-183.

155



Ota, E., Ecoma, S. & Wambu, C., Creation of States in Nigeria, 1967—-1996: Deconstructing
the History and Politics. American Research Journal of Humanities and Social
Sciences, 6(1), 2020, 1-8.

Ota, E., Okoko, O. & Ahamefule, C., Fiscal Federalism and Resource Control in Nigeria:
Deconstructing a Conundrum. Global Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences, 10(1), 2022, 1-20.

Othman, M., Osman, B. & Isah, S., Restructuring Nigeria: The Dilemma and Critical
Issues. Journal of Business and Social Review in Emerging Economies, 5(1),
2019, 79-98.

Othman, M., Othman, N. & Mohammed, 1. Nigerian Federalism: An OverviewJof its
Imperatives and Impediments. Journal International Studies, 17, 20211 83-209.

Pally, A., Restructuring, National Security and Nigeria’s Relationship with thé_External
World. UJAH: Unizik Journal of Arts and Humanities, 21(4), 2020, 34-52.

Papanikos, G. The Five Ancient Criteria of Democracy: The Apetheosis of Equality. Athens
Journal of Humanities & Arts, 9(2), 2022, 105-120.

Pillah, T., Fiscal Federalism in Nigeria: Empirical Review.lternational Journal of Public
Administration and Management Research, §(5), 2023, 136-145.

Raimi, M., Suleiman, R., Odipe, O., Salami, J.\Oshatunberu, M., Awogbami, S. &
Makanjuola, B., Women Role in Environptental Conservation and Development in
Nigeria, Ecology & Conservervatjen,Science, 1(2), 2019.

Roberts, A. Who should we Count as Citizens? Categorizing People in Public Administration
Research. Public Administration Review, 81(2), 2021, 286-290.

Said, M. & Nurhayati, Y., A Réyiew=on Rawls Theory of Justice. International Journal
of Law, Environment, and'Natural Resources, 1(1), 2021, 29-36.

Saidu, B., Rasheed, Z., Zakuan, U. & Yusoff, K., Restructuring and the Dilemma of State
Police in Nigerig:-\T¢ be or not to be? Journal of Business and Social Review in
Emerging Eeonomies, 5(1), 2019, 41-50.

Salihu, A., Tntergovernmental Relations and the Quest for the Management of Fiscal
Federalism in Nigeria (2010-2015). NDA Journal of Management Sciences
Résearch, 2(1), 2022, 317-325.

Shaw, N\R., Another size fits all, Public Value Management and Challenges for
Institutional Design. Public Management Review, 15(4), 2013, 477- 500.

Shehu, M., Othman, M. & Osman, N. Resource Control and Allocation in Nigerian

Federalism: The Oil Dilemma. International Journal of Management Research &
Review, 7(3), 2017, 237-251.

Stewart, A., True Federalism and Resource Control: A Remedy for Sustainable Development
in Nigeria. IJMSSPCS Online Journal, 5(1), 2022.

156



Tijani, A., Abdallah, M. & Dan-Sadiq, M., The Politics of Fiscal Federalism and Resources
Control in Nigeria: The Challenges and Way Forward. IMT Journal of the Arts
and Sciences, 3(2), 2018, 104-118.

Tyungu, G. & Koko, G., Restructuring, Secession and True Federalism: Ethnic
Agitations and the Deepening crises of Nigerian Federalism. World Journal of
Research and Review, 7(1), 2018, 23-37.

Ugwu, D., 4 Critical History of Resource Control in Nigeria. International Journal of
Development Strategies in Humanities, Management and Social Sciences, 9(1),
2019, 18-27.

Ugwuoke, O., Okorie, B. & Chukwuemeka, D. Developing Patterns of Violent Crimes'in
Nigerian Democratic Transitions. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 5372020.

Ukwayi, J. & Ojong-Ejoh, U., Youth Empowerment: A Criminological\Apptoach for
Crime Prevention and Control in Cross River State, Nigeria. IOSR Journal of
Humanities and Social Science, 22(11), 2018, 73-81.

Umeanwe, C. Leadership by Example: Model for SustainabléxDémocracy in Nigeria.
Interdisciplinary Journal of African & Asian Studjesy5(3), 2020.

Umeozor, 1., Balancing Central-State—Revenue Management Powers: A Panacea to Fiscal
Federalism Issues in Nigeria Federalism. Intéxcentinental Journal of Education,
Science and Technology, 5(1), 2022.

Umukoro, N. Democracy and Inequality in-Nigeria, Journal of Developing Societies, 30(1),
2014, 1-24.

Uroko, C. Civil Disobedience and the Survival of Democracy in Nigeria: Lessons from
Rehoboam’s Leadership, IGWEBUIKE: African Journal of Arts and Humanities,
4(5), 2018.

Yusuf, A., The Power of Wamen Education: A Panacea for Progress and Sustainable
Development in-Nigeria. A Journal of Social Inclusion and Educational
Advancement, 2021

Yusuf, S., Federalism and Nation Building in Nigeria: The Challenges and the Way Forward.
Journal e’ Administrative Science, 19(2), 2022, 267-286.

Textbooks

Adamolekun, L. Politics and Administration in Nigeria. Spectrum Books Ltd, Ibadan,
Nigeria, 1986.

Appadorai, A. The Substance of Politics. New Delhi: Oxford University Press of India, 2001.

Ibaba, I. & Sanubi, F. Federalism, Democracy and Development in Nigeria. Zelon Publishers,
2020.

Lambert, U. Federalism and Resource Control Question in Nigeria. University of Benin
Publishers, Nigeria, 2006.

157



Moshiri, F. Revolutionary Conflict Theory in an Evolutionary Perspective. In Revolutions
of the Late Twentieth Century. Routledge, 2019, 4-36.

Obi, E. Fundamentals of Nigerian Foreign Policy: A Study on the Role of National
Interest in Foreign Policy Making. Onitsha: Bookpoint Ltd, 2006

Quible, Z. Administrative Olffice Management: An Introduction. New Jersey: Pearson
Education, 2005.

Raimi, L. & Yusuf, H. Entrepreneurship Development Interventions as a Pragmatic
Approach to Political and Economic Restructuring in Nigeria. In Handbook of
Research on Entrepreneurship Development and Opportunities in Circular
Economy. 1GI Global, 2020, 435-452. {6‘

Wheare, K. Federal Government. London: Oxford University Press. 1963. « %
Theses/Dissertations

Salihovi¢, D. Definition, Extent, and Administration of the Hun %)prontier Toward the
Ottoman Empire in the Reign of King Matthias g.»wmus, 1458-1490. PhD
Dissertation, University of Cambridge, 2020. A%

Websites
Atiku, A. Restructuring Nigeria for Greater ional Integration and Democratic
Stability. http://atiku.org/aa/20k%)y7/30/restructuring—nigeria—for—greater—

national-integration-anddemocrat@:\' ty/ 2016.

Dafinone, D. Resource  Contro e Economic &  Political Dimension.
http://www.dawodu.com/arti source-control-the-economic-political-
dimensions-984/ 2001.

Sanni, K. Again, Nigeri Ms in latest Corruption Ranking. PremiumTimes,
https://www.premidmtifiesng.com/news/top-news/507715-again-nigeria-drops-in-

tis-latest-coa ion-ranking.html 2022.

S
&

158


http://atiku.org/aa/2016/07/30/restructuring-nigeria-for-greater-national-integration-anddemocratic-stability/
http://atiku.org/aa/2016/07/30/restructuring-nigeria-for-greater-national-integration-anddemocratic-stability/
http://www.dawodu.com/articles/resource-control-the-economic-political-dimensions-984/
http://www.dawodu.com/articles/resource-control-the-economic-political-dimensions-984/
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/507715-again-nigeria-drops-in-tis-latest-corruption-ranking.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/507715-again-nigeria-drops-in-tis-latest-corruption-ranking.html

A.Personal Data
Full Name:
Address:
E-mail:

Phone No:
Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:
Nationality:

Name and Next of Kin:

B. Educational Institutions Attended with Dat

Bio-data

Kemi Arinola Akinmoye

Zone G18 Ilupeju Street, Kobongbogboe, Osogbo, Osun State
kemiarin68@gmail.com

+2348039593264

AL
July 11, 1989 N

&
Okitipupa LG, Ondo State ,%\QO
%w

Nigerian
° \\

Mr Akinmoye Segun ,&%
Zone G18 Ilupeju Street, K@%t)ogboe, Osogbo, Osun State

% Qualifications

e MSc in Public Administration - Lead @%ersity In view

e BSc in Public Administration - [@Slﬁity University 2011
e SSCE - El-Shaddai Compr&g}rgle High School, Osogbo 2005

C. Working Experience

'ﬁtes

e Glosol Networ@%e (Business Development Officer) 2020

o Mobitg@é\aJ Limited (Customer Relationship Officer) 2018

QQ

159



D. References

Engr. Bola Temowo
Airtel Nigeria
08022227110

Dr. Adebola Alade
Lead City University, Ibadan
08033987163

Signature

160



The University Compliance Certification

This is to certify that this project by Kemi Arinola Akinmoye with Matric No.
LCU/PG/002308 in the Department of Politics and International Relations, Faculty of
Management and Social Sciences, Lead City University, Ibadan is in full compliance with the

approved University format and style.

Ao

L&
&%
N

: Q‘Z)

S
Signature C‘@ Date

161



\Kemi_AKINMOYE_MSc.docx LCU LIBRARY

TR PRALTY U

¢ A 3 ia

SIMILANTY INDEX INTERNET SOU RCES PLUBLICATIONS STUDENT PAPERS

FEREANY JOUIRCE S

. www,academicexcellencesociety.com 2
Dmvve SQWLTCE *
. www.ajol.info 1
miwrret Solirce %
. www.onlineresearchjournals.com 1
EmrTa] LOLre *
. www,sflesgs.com 1
iwtreed SOlaTe %
. www.arablanjbmr.com 1
et SOLACE %
docplayer.net
. rid 'rEE-iI?:Lr 1 *
nou.edu.n
. dwivad SOLaCeE g 1 %
Lagiude guotes On Larue matches = in

[xciude bihilograpghy Cin

124 /124

162




	2.1Challenges of Resources Control and Practice 
	2.4Conceptual Framework
	Figure 2.1: Challenges of Resources Control and Pr
	Source: Researcher, 2023
	2.5Summary of Gaps in Literature Reviewed

