Evaluation of The Punch and The Nation Newspapers’ Reportage of COVID-19
Pandemic between 1% January and 31st December, 2020

Sediku Musa UMORU

LCU/PG/001088 \?»
&

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of Mass Communication and \Technology,
Faculty of Communication and Information Science, Lead City University Ibadan, Oyo
'\

State, Nigeria &

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
Degree in Mass Communi

onthe’Award of Master of Science (MSc)
ion and Media Technology

@.



Certification
This is to certify that this study was carried out by Sediku Musa Umoru with the Matric No.

LCU/PG/001088 in the Department of Mass Communication and Media Technology, Faculty

of Communication and Information science, Lead City University, Ibadan, Oyo State and that

this work has not been previously submitted. ?»

Date

Dr. Waheed Bayonle Busari @

Supervisor

Dr. Yemi Kunle Oginni Date
Head of Departmen & .

Q)
&Q)
%Q
QQ

This work is dedicated to God Almighty, the giver of life.

II



nowledgement

I am grateful to Lead City Uniyers ibrary for giving me the opportunity to use the library

to access copies of 7} h%bo)and The Nation newspapers for this study. I also appreciate
C

Lead City Univers@

for my postgﬂ programme. I am grateful to God Almighty for seeing me through the

) Ibadan for the privilege of passing through the academic citadel

attainme %nother important milestone in my search for knowledge.

I owe aldeep gratitude to my supervisor, Dr. Waheed Bayonle Busari, who, like a father to me,
guided me through this thesis. I will forever be indebted to my lecturers: Dr. Yemi Kunle
Oginni (H.O.D), Prof. Lambert Ihebuzor, Professor Taye Babaleye, Professor Gboyega

Abioye and Dr. Adekunle Olusola Otunla, who took special interest in my work. I am also

I



grateful to Professor Anjuwon Akinwande, Dr. Ayobami Owolabi, Dr. Kenneth Umezurike
and Dr. Toyosi Samuel who taught me during my postgraduate course.

To my late parents, Mr. and Mrs. Umoru, my Lovely wife, Mrs. Agbona Grace Umoru and
my brother, Mr. David Abraham who stood solidly by me, thank you for your pieces of advice
and encouragement during my study. My adorable children, Special-Riches, Amazing Emeso,
Friendly Ainosi, thank you for being strong in my absence, I love you all.

To my colleagues and friends, most especially, Michael Ayodele, Godwansltobe, Adebiyi
Adegoroye and Vivian Ajayi, I appreciate you all for your suppoxf and, contribution. It has
been a wonderful time being with you at LCU.

Although the above-mentioned institutions and persons_have/assisted in the process of this

research work, I alone stand responsible for the errers; ifany, found in the work.

Abstract

The media is known for its critical évaluation of issues such as COVID-19 outbreak to help
the public understand concepts(assgctated with news and events. Framing a news story in the
newspapers can be influenced byndifferent factors such as highlighting news angle that arouse
reader’s interest, economic motive of the reporter and competitive media debacle. Therefore,
this study evaluated ~l/e\ Nation and The Punch newspapers’ reportage of COVID-19
pandemic between Jauary and December, 2020. The study was based on Framing Theory,
Agenda Setting(Theory and Social Responsibility Theory. Content analysis design was
employed for¢thetstudy. The population of the study consisted of editions of The Nation and
The Punch~getween 1% January and 31% December, 2020 with a total of 732 editions. The
method of\ddta presentation and analysis was descriptive and contextual analysis. The
findingsfrom the study showed that The Punch and The Nation newspapers reported above
ayerage) on COVID-19 cases and developing stories on the pandemic. Both newspapers’
repott on COVID-19 were placed in the inside pages of their publications. While less stories
were reported at the back page of the newspapers and most of COVID-19 reportage in The
Punch covered a full page, while most in The Nations covered half page. The study
recommends that as the watchdogs of the society, newspaper should constantly cover and
report health matters so as to inform and educate the society on the dangers these discuses
could pose to humanity. Also, as watchdogs and the fourth estate of the realm of the society
newspapers reportage should go beyond just reporting health matters as they break, they
should carry out surveillance by investigating into developing issues of such health issues.
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