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Abstract
The constant use of Social media has played a significant role in fostering both positive and
negative facets of insecurity. Also, engagement in citizens’ journalism has a broad impact on
security challenges in every nation. Therefore, this study investigated The Polytechnic Ibadan
students’ social media use, engagement in citizens’ journalism and security challenges in Nigeria.
The study adopted a descriptive survey research design. Multi-stage sampling technique was
used in the sample selection of 403 respondents. A validated instrument named “Citizen
Journalism Social Media Questionnaire” was used for data collections; data was analysed using
descriptive and inferential statistics. Findings revealed that students in Ibadan Poly%i\c made

use of the popular social media platforms (weighted mean 1.40) respectively a din
online discussion to a large extent through the use of Facebook, Whatsapp, Iist , Twitter,
Youtube, Telegram and others(weighted mean 2.11) respectively, students ment in citizen

of social media in discussing national security challenges(weighte £.83). There was no
significant difference (r = 0.053, p<0.05; r = 0.941; p<0.05) in vel of engagement in online
discussion and perception of social media use in discussing hallenges in Nigeria. Thus,
the study concluded that The Polytechnic Ibadan Student edia use, engagement in
citizens’ journalism does not have any influence on s hallenges in Nigeria. The study
recommended that a survey should be carried out §n fect of social media use on security

journalism is very high (weighted mean 1.85), and also students have §oo ception on the use

challenges and security information should be disséminated in order to avoid misuse of social

media in spreading false news. (\
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