The Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) and Fraud Prosecution in Oyo
State

Olalekan Olawale TAIWO \
LCU/PG/005233 Q

O
6\(J
Q
O

Being a MSc Thesis Submitted to the Department o @ioural Sciences, Criminology
& Security Studies Unit, Faculty of Manage Social Science, Lead City
University, Ibadan, O@e, Nigeria

.\A@

In Partial Fulfilme &e Requirements for the Award of Master of Science Degree
. \ MSc) in Criminology and Security Studies

@)
x@b

2025



Certification

This is to certify that Olalekan Olawale TAIWO with matriculation number LCU/PG/005233
carried out this research work titled “The Nigerian Security and Civil Defence Corps
(NSCDC) and Fraud Prosecution in Oyo State” in the Department of Behavioral Sciences,
Criminology & Security Studies Unit, Faculty of Management and Social Science, I'ead City
University, Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria, for the award of Master of Science %Q(MSC) in

Criminology and Security Studies and that this has not been previou&ghmitted for any

publication. EQ

Prof. Oludayo Tade ° ’& Date
(Supervisor) &C)\

Prob%a%iRoli Adebusuyi Date
ad

(He the Department)



Dedication

This thesis is dedicated to the Almighty God, whose wisdom, guidance, and love inspired

this work.



Acknowledgement
This research was conducted at Lead City University, Ibadan, a distinguished institution that
provides knowledge for self-reliance and an enabling environment for academic excellence. I
appreciate the university’s commitment to fostering intellectual growth and its provision of
academic resources essential to this research. I also acknowledge the use of the&d City
University’s library facilities and express gratitude to the Nigeria Security an Defence
Corps Oyo State Command for granting access to critical case files and res&r} s relevant to

this study. My sincere appreciation goes to the Department of C@o ogy and Security

O

I am deeply grateful to my Supervisor and Head (@Jn;, Prof. Oludayo Tade, for his

Studies.

invaluable guidance, constructive feedback, and s@fgpport throughout this research. Your
scholarly insights and encouragement wer\\\@mmental to the completion of this study. I
also extend my gratitude to Prof.'.&@ oli Adebusuyi, Head of the Department of
Behavioural Sciences, for hfr Sl%%ft I wish to thank Prof. Afolakemi Oredein, Provost of
the Postgraduate Colleg @Dr. Olugbenga Samuel Falase, the Postgraduate Coordinator,
for their adminis}rat' guidance and contributions toward ensuring the smooth progress of
this work. I ac@edge the constructive feedback provided by Dr. Olukayode Longe, the
internal e er, which enriched the quality of this thesis. I also recognize the contributions
of MNJibola Olaniyi and Mr. Oladayo Ayoola for their assistance during this research.
Special thanks go to the detectives in the NSCDC Anti-Fraud Unit, Oyo State Command,
who participated in the interviews and provided valuable insights that were central to this

study.



Finally, I express my heartfelt gratitude to my family, especially my father, Mr. Sunday
Samuel Taiwo and my mother, Mrs. Oluwayemisi Taiwo, I also appreciate my siblings,
Ikeoluwa and Samson, for their constant support and encouragement. I also acknowledge my
mentors and father figures, Prof. Babajide Owoey and Chief Jibola Awoseyi for their

guidance throughout this journey.

Even though the above-mentioned institutions and persons have greatly ;ed to the

success of this research, I alone take full responsibility for any errors of\shortComings in this

work. %0



Abstract

Fraud continues to be a pervasive challenge in Nigeria, undermining governance,
destabilizing institutions, and eroding public trust. This study investigates the prosecution of
fraud by the Anti-Fraud Unit of the Nigerian Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) in
Oyo State, focusing on patterns, perpetrators, tactics, and systemic constraints. Grounded in
the Fraud Triangle Theory and Routine Activity Theory, the research bridges gaps in existing
literature by illuminating the role of NSCDC in localized fraud detection, which has been
largely underexplored compared to the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC).
Employing a qualitative approach, the study draws on primary data from interyiews with
seven NSCDC detectives and a detailed review of 27 fraud case files in the
Fraud Unit Dataset. Purposive sampling technique was used to ensure clusion of
significant cases, while content analysis was employed to uncover treads ,2and systemic
bottlenecks. Findings reveal that Obtaining by False Pretense (OBT) Visa Racketeering
(VR) are the most prevalent fraud types, driven by economic hardshi@c tal pressures, and
weak regulatory systems. Financial and technological constrai ¢ identified as key

challenges limiting the NSCDC's investigative capacity, wi erfunding and lack of
advanced forensic tools delaying case resolutions. The y concludes that while the
NSCDC demonstrates resilience and effectiveness in com g grassroots fraud, its potential

mthends increased funding, inter-
o strengthen fraud prevention and
f the NSCDC in Nigeria’s anti-fraud
ress evolving fraud dynamics.

remains underutilized due to systemic barriers. It r
agency collaboration, and public education campai
prosecution. This research underscores the critical
efforts and advocates for its enhanced capac'{yQ
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