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Abstract

World Health Organization (WHO) asserted that there is an increased number of vaccine-
preventable diseases in Nigeria. This can largely be attributed to the under-utilization of vaccines,
as well as inadequate knowledge of mothers about the importance of vaccines to the child. It was
observed that despite the high distribution of vaccine to Nigeria as a country, there is still an
increase in the prevalence of vaccine-preventable diseases in Nigeria. This among other reasons
informed the decision of this study to assess the knowledge and attitude of mothers towards child
survival strategies in Urban slums, Lagos Mainland, Lagos state. Cross-sectional survey research
design was adopted and data was gathered from 377 Nursing mothers in Makoko, Aderupoko,
and Botanical areas in Lagos mainland. Data was gathered using a well-structured guestionnaire
on the objectives of the study. Following the socio-demographics of the mothersi’more of them
31.6% indicated to be between 25 and 30 years old. Both descriptive and_inferential statistics
were adopted to analyse the research objectives. Findings revealed that more-of the' mothers 80%
were found to have adequate/good knowledge of immunization and childrsurvival strategies,
while the other 20% have bad or inadequate knowledge of child imptuniZation or child survival
strategies. Also, more of the respondents 59.5% had an unfavorable attitudes towards child
immunization and vaccination, while the other 40.5% had a_faverable attitude towards child
immunization. In addition, more of the respondents 52% indi¢ated to have good practice of child
immunization and vaccination, while the other 48% had gobd Practice of child immunization and
vaccination. Further, it was discovered that number of Wiygs, age of the child, distance to health
center, transportation means, knowledge and attitude towards immunization and child
vaccination were found to have a significant influence on practice of child immunization. Based
on the findings, it was concluded that numbet-ofiwives, age of the child, distance to health centre,
transportation means, knowledge and attitude towards immunization and child vaccination were
found to have significant influence ofiNpractice of child immunization. It was therefore
recommended that healthcare providers @ad social services providers should endeavor to push a
narrative that encourages spouses toSptrovide support to their wives right from pregnancy till
delivery and taking care of the baby®
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Wordcount: 365
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