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Abstract

When the research competency skill of the postgraduate students is enhanced, they will be able
to make use of acquired information skills to find solutions to identified problems both
academically and in the corporate world. However, preliminary investigation, close observation
and literature review has revealed a decline in the research competency of postgraduate students
of universities in selected tertiary institutions in Lagos State, Nigeria. As a result, information
are not effectively sourced, the little they could source for are not effectively and efficiently
evaluated and synthesized. Hence, this study seems to investigate informafen literacy
programmes, information literacy skills and research competency of postgm% tudents of

universities in selected tertiary institutions in Lagos State, Nigeria. This st descriptive
and cross-sectional survey research. The population of this study is made postgraduate
students of universities in selected tertiary institutions in Lagos State, N “The sample size
for this study includes three hundred and seventy (370) students, all\of Woln are postgraduate
students of the two public universities in Lagos State through Krej dMorgan sampling size
table. The instrument utilized is a structured questionnaire. 4 l@fiheses tested revealed that
there exist significant positive influence of task definiti mation seeking strategies,

location and access to information, use of information, Jn ion synthesis and information
evaluation on the research competency of postgrad. dents of universities in selected
tertiary institutions in Lagos State, Nigeria (F(1,34 527 (F(1,345) =17.094, p < 0.05),
(F(1,345) = 132.409 p < 0.05), (F(1,345) = 294.88 0.05), (F(1,345) = 364.736 p < 0.05),
(F(1,345) = 30.431 p < 0.05). Recommendakﬁ« ere made to buttress the relevance of this

study. Q

Keyword: Research Competency, %nation Literacy Skills, Information Evaluation,
Information Synthesis.

. N
Wordcount: 272 \ .
S
O
QQ



Table of Contents

Title Page i

Certificate il
Dedication il
Acknowledgement v
Abstract \%

Table of Contents \V\Vi
List of Tables <& X

List of Figures %\% X

Abbreviation

Chapter One: Introduction @)

1.1 Background to the Study \ 1
1.2 Statement of the Problem @ 7
1.3 Aims and Objectives of the Study * 8
1.4  Research Questions & 9
1.5  Hypotheses Q 10
1.6 Significance of the Study (8\ 10
1.7 Scope of the Study \/ 11
1.8 Limitation of the @ ) 11
1.9  Operational De@) of Terms 12

Endnotes ® 14

Chapter : Literature Review
2.1 % tual Studies 16

2.2.

2.1.1 Overview of Research Competency 16
2.1.2  Overview of Information Literacy Skills 39
Theoretical Review and Framework 77
2.2.1 Research Competency Theoretical Framework 77
2.2.2  Bigb Model for Information Literacy 78

2.2.3 Theoretical Framework on Information Literacy 84



2.3 Review of Empirical Studies 85
2.3.1 Information Literacy Skills and Research Competency 85
2.4 Conceptual Framework 91
2.5 Summary of Literature Reviewed 92
Endnotes 94
Chapter Three: Methodology
3.1 Research Design %\V\ 114
3.2 Population of the Study é(/ 114
33 Sample and Sampling Technique %\ 115
3.4  Description of Research Instrument (s) * \ 116
3.5  Validation of Research Instrument (_§ 117
3.6  Reliability of the Instrument (& 117
3.7 Distribution of Research Instrument \* 117
3.8  Methods of Data Analysis @ 118
Endnotes \\\ 119
Chapter Four: Results and Dis &nf f Findings
4.1 Demographic Data of Resp@& 120
4.2 Analysis of Research x 122
4.3

Discussion of Fln® 145
Endnotes 153

Chapter Five: ®onclus10n

5.1
52
53
54

Su@ findings 156

ion 159
Recommendations 159
Suggestion for further research 161
Bibliography 163
Research Instrument (Questionnaire) 172
Biodata 177

University Compliance Certificate 182






