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Abstract 
The intersection of fashion and costume design has become increasingly significant in contemporary 
screen and stage productions. This paper explores the evolving trends and influences that shape 
costume design, examining how fashion trends are integrated into narrative and visual storytelling of 
films and theatrical performances. By analysing the between fashion designers and costume designers, 
this study highlights the processes that bring authenticity and modernity to character portrayal. It 
delves into the impact of cultural shifts, technological advancements, and social movements on 
costume design, showcasing how these factors contribute to the dynamic landscape of contemporary 
screen and stage. Through Blank Panther and Saro the Musical and critical analysis, this paper aims to 
provide a comprehensive understanding of how fashion and costume design intersect, influencing 
audience perception and enhancing the overall aesthetic of productions. By shedding light on this 
intersection, the study seeks to underscore the importance of costume design in reflecting and shaping 
contemporary culture. 
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Introduction 
In both stage and film productions, costume design is an essential component that improves character 
development, narrative flow, and the overall visual impact of a show. Costumes are more than just articles 
of apparel in both media; they are essential instruments for capturing the era, social standing, character 
traits, and emotional states of the characters. Costume design is a painstaking process that requires 
creativity, collaboration with directors and performers, and a comprehension of the story to bring 
characters to life. Because of the closeness and intimacy of the stage, clothing for theatrical shows need to 
be both visually arresting from a distance and strong enough to last through several performances 
(Jablon-Roberts, S. & Sanders, E., 2018). Functionality is just as vital as beauty in theatrical clothes 
because they frequently need to support the actor's movement and allow for quick adjustments. Theatre 
has always placed a larger focus on the visual storytelling power of clothing by using lavish costumes to 
offset simple stage designs. More delicate and nuanced costume design is made possible in movies by the 
camera's capacity to capture minute details. Film costumes need to be extremely well-made and 
meticulously detailed in order to appear genuine up close. A wider variety of costumes, from futuristic 
wear to period-specific apparel, can be used in films. Each outfit is painstakingly created to improve the 
plot and fully immerse the viewer in the tale's universe. The significance of costume design in film is 
evident in how iconic costumes can become synonymous with characters and influence popular culture. 
 
The Intersection between Fashion and Costume Design 
In today's stage and cinema performances, the relationship between costume design and fashion has taken 
on greater prominence. Costume designers are frequently influenced by fashion trends, which infuse 
contemporary aesthetics and modern sensibilities into the storylines of different shows. Fashion designers 
and costume designers engage in a dynamic exchange at this crossroads to produce visually striking and 
contextually appropriate character clothing (Haroon, R., et al., 2023). When it comes to creating costumes, 
fashion designers contribute their knowledge of contemporary styles, materials, and creative design 
methods. The result is frequently a costume that appeals to modern audiences while maintaining the 
integrity of the story. Characters become more relatable and authentic as a result of this teamwork, which 
increases viewer engagement. On the other hand, costume design has an impact on fashion by making 
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specific looks and trends fashionable. This results in a feedback loop where both industries continuously 
affect and mould one another. The growing usage of high-end brands and designers in theatre and movies 
further demonstrates the merging of fashion and costume design (Liroy, C., 2024). Famous designers 
frequently make one-of-a-kind pieces for characters, enhancing the visual appeal of the production and 
lending an air of refinement and elegance. This trend not only enhances the storytelling but also creates 
a unique marketing synergy between fashion and entertainment industries. 
The purpose of this paper is to explore the contemporary trends and influences at the intersection of 
fashion and costume design in screen and stage productions. By examining how modern fashion trends 
are integrated into costume design, this study aims to highlight the collaborative processes that bring 
authenticity and modernity to character portrayal. The scope of this paper includes an analysis of cultural 
shifts, technological advancements, and social movements that shape costume design, as well as case 
studies of notable productions that exemplify these trends. 
This paper posits that the intersection of fashion and costume design in contemporary screen and stage 
productions is a significant factor in enhancing narrative authenticity and audience engagement. Through 
an exploration of historical context, current trends, and case studies, the study aims to demonstrate how 
the collaboration between fashion and costume designers contributes to the dynamic and evolving 
landscape of modern entertainment, reflecting and shaping contemporary culture. 
 
Theoretical Framework 
This paper explores the theoretical framework of Performance Theory, and Fashion Theory. Performance 
theory examines how performance in its various forms, functions as a means of expression, 
communication, and interpretation within different contexts. It provides valuable insights into how to 
contribute to and enhance the performance experience. It examines how costumes contribute to the 
performative aspects of screen and stage productions. It investigates how costume design supports 
character development, enhances dramatic action and interacts with movement and performance. That is, 
it considers how costume influence actors’ performances and audience perception about the film or stage 
performance.  
Fashion Theory explores the complex interplay between fashion, society and culture. It focuses on the 
trends, aesthetics, and socio-economic factors influencing fashion. This theory examines how 
contemporary fashion trends are translated into costume design for screen and stage. This includes 
analysing the impact of fast fashion, haute couture, and street wear on theatrical and cinematic costumes. 
It studies the integration of new materials (fabrics) and techniques in costume design. This includes the 
use of digital tools in creating costumes, such as 3D printing or augmented reality, and how these 
innovations influence both stage and screen aesthetics. 
By combining these theoretical perspectives, this paper helps gain a comprehensive understanding of how 
contemporary trends in fashion and costume design are shaped by and contribute to various cultural, 
historical, and technological contexts. 
 
Evolution of Costume Design in Theatre and Film 
Costume design in theatre and film has developed in a dynamic way, impacted by shifts in artistic 
movements, social mores, and technology breakthroughs. Historically, theatrical costumes were symbolic 
and straightforward, frequently using masks and simple clothing to portray emotions and character 
attributes (Utoh-Ezeajugh, T., 2024). For example, in Greek and Roman theatre, different masks 
represented different characters, and clothing was used to indicate social class, gender, and occupation. 
Theatrical works got more complex during the Middle Ages, embracing moral precepts and religious 
themes. In mediaeval theatre, costumes were frequently inspired by religious vestments, with a strong 
focus on using colour and symbolism to visually distinguish good from evil characters (Firat, T., 2020). 
The emergence of professional theatre companies and the building of permanent theatres throughout the 
Renaissance brought about a profound change in costume design. The preoccupation of the era with 
humanism and the investigation of individual characteristics were reflected in the elaborate and complex 
costumes of the time. This trend of opulence was maintained during the Baroque and Enlightenment eras, 
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when theatrical shows' clothing grew more and more ornate to match the spectacle of the performances 
(Ndalianis, A., 2004). The 19th century saw the installation of gas lighting in theatres, which improved 
visibility and permitted more intricate costume creation, thereby elevating the visual spectacle. During 
this time, realism also began to emerge in theatre, with clothing that mirrored social mores and daily life. 
The development of movie costumes started in the early 1900s, coinciding with the expansion of the 
motion picture business (Evwierhoma, M. & Agoha, K., 2024). To make up for the lack of sound, early 
silent films frequently used theatrical costume design concepts and extravagant clothing. More intricate 
and sophisticated costume design was made possible by the development of cinematography and the 
introduction of colour film. Classic films from the Golden Age of Hollywood, such as "Gone with the 
Wind" and "The Wizard of Oz", featured lavish costumes that were essential to the story and appeal of 
the pictures (Rudolph, K., 2011). In the modern era, costume designers for films and plays have developed 
into sophisticated artists, incorporating historical, cultural, and fashion elements into their work to 
produce captivating and real characters. The integration of digital technology, such as computer-aided 
design (CAD) and 3D printing, has further expanded the possibilities of costume design, allowing for 
innovative and intricate creations. 
 
Historical Influences of Fashion on Costume Design 
Costume design and fashion have historically worked together harmoniously. Costume designers have 
always been affected by fashion trends, which infuse theatrical and cinematic works with modern 
sensibilities and aesthetics. Fashion started to have a big impact on costume design during the 
Renaissance, when designers used chic looks and opulent materials to create visually striking character 
clothing. Costume design was greatly influenced by the emergence of fashion houses and haute couture 
in the 18th and 19th centuries (Kiyai, G., 2024). Fashion was revolutionised by designers such as Charles 
Frederick Worth and Paul Poiret, whose inventive creations also impacted costumes for theatre and 
cinema. For instance, the intricate and sophisticated clothing of the Victorian and Edwardian periods 
typically reflected the morals and social mores of the day and were influenced by the newest fashions. A 
major change occurred at the beginning of the 20th century with the rise of Hollywood and the cinema 
industry. High fashion was introduced into the world of film by fashion designers such as Edith Head and 
Coco Chanel, who made significant contributions to costume design. Chanel's sophisticated, exquisite 
designs helped shape the identities of the characters in films such as "The Women", where her influence 
can be evident. Costume designer, Edith Head, was a successful figure who won several Academy awards 
for her work creating memorable ensembles for performers such as Audrey Hepburn and Grace Kelly by 
fusing fashion and costume design. Designers such as Vivienne Westwood and Yves Saint Laurent rose 
to prominence in the middle of the 20th century, and their rebellious and avant-garde looks affected 
theatrical and film costume design. For example, the punk movement of the 1970s, with its emphasis on 
individuality and transgression of conventional fashion rules, had a lasting influence on costume design 
(Niesius, S., 2019). The impact of fashion on costume design is greater than ever in the modern era. 
Costume designers such as Jean-Paul Gaultier and Alexander McQueen have combined character-driven 
design with couture to create costumes for films and plays. The fusion of fashion and costume design has 
produced visually arresting and culturally significant outfits that appeal to contemporary audiences. 
 
Key Milestones in the Integration of Fashion and Costume Design 
A number of significant turning points in the history of costume design and fashion have influenced the 
genres of theatre and film production. The cooperation between Hollywood and fashion designers in the 
1930s and 1940s was one of the first significant events. High fashion was introduced to the cinema 
business by designers such as Adrian and Edith Head, who created legendary costumes that redefined the 
field. Hollywood witnessed the emergence of the "costume epic" in the 1950s and 60s, with films such as 
"Ben-Hur" and "Cleopatra" using lavish and historically authentic costumes. In order to create visually 
attractive and genuine clothing, these projects frequently included substantial research and collaboration 
with fashion designers (Guerra, P., 2019). Costume designers experimented and innovated a lot during 
the 1970s and 1980s. With its colourful and provocative clothing, the punk movement, for instance, had 
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an influence on films like "A Clockwork Orange" and "The Rocky Horror Picture Show". The popularity 
of science fiction and fantasy films also increased during this time, with costume designers such as Bob 
Ringwood and John Mollo developing recognisable styles for films like "Star Wars" and "Blade Runner." 
The cooperation between costume and fashion designers intensified in the 1990s and 2000s. Designers 
such as Alexander McQueen and Jean-Paul Gaultier contributed visually arresting and inventive 
costumes to films like "The Fifth Element" and "The Hunger Games," showcasing their avant-garde 
sensibility. Costume design was also transformed by the introduction of digital technologies, such as CAD 
and 3D printing, which made it possible to create more elaborate and detailed designs (Zheng, P., 2022). 
The way that costume design and fashion are integrated has developed over the past few years. Cinematic 
productions such as "Black Panther" and "Crazy Rich Asians" have demonstrated the significance of 
historically accurate and aesthetically striking costumes that mirror current fashion trends and cultural 
identities. Costume designers and fashion designers have worked together to create costumes that are not 
only essential to the story but also emotionally and culturally relatable to contemporary audiences. 
 
Analysis of Current Fashion Trends Influencing Costume Design 
Theatrical and motion picture costume designers have been impacted by fashion trends in recent years, 
which mirror modern aesthetics and social changes. The resurrection of vintage and retro fashions is one 
notable trend. Costume designers are creating visually nostalgic yet contemporary outfits by borrowing 
inspiration from various prior decades. Successfully incorporating 1980s and 1950s fashion into their 
costume design, "Stranger Things" and "The Marvellous Mrs. Maisel" appeal to viewers' nostalgia while 
yet being relevant to today's culture. The emphasis on sustainability and ethical fashion is another well-
known trend. Costume designers are implementing eco-friendly techniques, like upcycling vintage 
apparel, employing recycled materials, and obtaining fabrics made ethically, in response to increased 
criticism of the fashion industry's negative environmental effects (Shafie, S., et al., 2021). Productions like 
as "Emma" (2020) demonstrate this tendency, with costume designer Alexandra Byrne creating 
historically accurate yet ecologically responsible costumes using sustainable materials and old fabrics. 
Themes of inclusivity and representation have also taken front stage in modern costume and fashion 
design. Diversity is becoming more and more important to designers, who are producing costumes that 
showcase a range of body shapes and ethnic identities. Productions like "Black Panther," whose elaborate 
patterns and vivid colours honour African history, and "Euphoria," whose costumes by Heidi Bivens 
embrace gender flexibility and self-expression, are prime examples of this movement. Costume designers 
are also being influenced by the trend of combining streetwear with high fashion. Productions are creating 
modern, edgy designs by fusing luxury fashion with urban themes. Characters on shows like "Killing Eve" 
and "Sex Education" are dressed in a combination of high-end and streetwear clothing, reflecting 
contemporary fashion sensibilities. Furthermore, technology is becoming more and more important in 
the costume design industry. The utilization of 3D printing, computer-aided design (CAD), and digital 
fabrics allows for unique and elaborate designs that were before unattainable (Wang, B. & Chen, Y., 2014). 
Productions like "The Mandalorian" and "The Hunger Games" series have utilised these technologies to 
create futuristic and visually stunning costumes that push the boundaries of traditional design. 
 
The Role of Fashion Designers in Contemporary Costume Design 
Fashion designers are becoming more and more involved in modern costume design, contributing their 
special insights and knowledge to stage and screen performances. The prevalence of fashion and costume 
designers working together has increased, producing ensembles that are both aesthetically arresting and 
culturally appropriate. Fashion designers like Alexander McQueen, well known for his work on "The 
Hunger Games," and Jean-Paul Gaultier, who made the famous costumes for "The Fifth Element," have 
successfully spanned the gap between fashion and costume design by incorporating their haute couture 
sensibilities into the characters' apparel. These partnerships frequently produce outfits that become 
fashion statements in and of themselves in addition to helping the story. When fashion designers work 
on costume designs, the quality of craftsmanship and attention to detail increases. Their knowledge of 
materials, methods of construction, and current styles enables them to design costumes that are both 
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aesthetically beautiful and practical. Because of this partnership, the visual storytelling is enhanced and 
the characters' appearances are more compelling and real. Furthermore, the impact of fashion designers 
goes beyond their own creations. Their costume design work frequently establishes new norms and trends 
in the field, motivating other designers and impacting popular culture. Patricia Field's costumes for "The 
Devil Wears Prada," for example, not only improved the storyline of the movie but also had a long-lasting 
effect on fashion trends, demonstrating the influence of high fashion in visual storytelling. 
 
Case Studies of Black Panther and Saro the Musical Showcasing These Trends 
The influence of current fashion trends on costume design has been effectively demonstrated in recent 
productions, yielding visually striking and culturally meaningful clothing. The costumes in "Black 
Panther," designed by Ruth E. Carter, showcase the diversity and legacy of Africa by drawing inspiration 
from a variety of African civilisations. In addition to enhancing the story, the use of vivid colours, complex 
patterns, and traditional materials also emphasises how important it is for costume designers to reflect 
their cultures authentically. 
Blank Panther is notable for its portrayal of modern fashion.  An examination of the film’s background 
takes into account its artistic, cultural and social aspects. The film challenges stereotypical representations 
of Africa in Western media. The portrayal of Wakanda as a vibrant, prosperous, and technologically 
advanced society with the use of traditional African motifs and textiles create a distinct visual identity for 
Wakanda and also reclaims and celebrates African heritage. The costumes designed by Ruth Carter 
incorporate traditional African fabrics, patterns, and jewellery, blending them with futuristic elements. 
For instance, Black Panther’s suit, made from vibranium, symbolises strength and innovation while 
integrating traditional elements like the Panther motif. The costume design helps to establish character 
identities and cultural significance with each tribe’s attire reflecting their distinct cultural heritage.                    
The costumes in the film blend traditional African attire with futuristic elements, showcasing a rich 
cultural heritage. The film emphasises the importance or representation in costume design and its impact 
on identity and pride.  Carter's Academy Award for Best Costume Design for the movie highlights the 
importance of culturally conscious design.  
The film also utilises advanced CGI and practical effects to bring its futuristic vision to life.  Wakanda’s 
cutting-edge technology can be depicted smoothly because to the seamless combination of costume design 
and computer graphics. Visual effects complement the costume designs in the movie, resulting in a 
seamless and engrossing experience that emphasises the combination of conventional and futuristic 
components  
 
Pictorial Analysis of Some Costumes in Blank Panther 
T’Challa (Black Panther) 
The Black Panther suit is sleek and futuristic, made from vibranium and marked with intricate African 
patterns. It if functional as armour and also symbolic, representing his role both as a king and protector. 
The design of the suit balances both tradition and modernity; the flowing robes and tunics, made from 
rich African textiles such as kente cloth or mud cloth. Featuring bold patterns and earthy coours. The 
Panther symbol and form-fitting black suit evoke an aura of power and agility. Ruth Carter got inspired 
by African tribal motifs infusing the suit with subtle references to African art and culture, particularly the 
textures from the Massai people.  His suits upgrades with cutting-edge technology, making it more 
flexible and capable of absorbing kinetic energy this is usually represented by the purple vibranium energy 
lines that pulse through the suit when it is activated. The upgrade reflects T’Challa’s growth and the 
increasing modernisation of Wakanda. It also highlights Shuri’s role as a forward-thinking innovator in 
Wakanda’s future, positioning T’Çhalla as a king who embraces both tradition and progress. 
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Dora Milaje 
Dora Milaje is Wakanda elite all-female warriors, wear red and gold leather armor adorned with 
beadwork, metal rings, and jewelry, blending tribal design with battle-reay practicality. The red armor 
pays homage to the Maasai warriors, known for their iconic red robes, the colour red is symbolic of power, 
strength, and readiness for battle, and is also reminiscent of the attire of the Maasai warriors of East 
Africa. Ruth Carter drew inspiration from traditional African armors from the Maasai warriors of Kenya 
Tanzania, using elements like beadwork to connect the Dora Milaje to their cultural roots while 
showcasing their strength and resilience. The armor was intentionally designed to be both feminine and 
fierce. The intricate beadwork and geometric patterns incorporated inot their armor reflect the detail and 
artistry found in African tribal wear. 

 
Shuri 
Shuri’s costumes reflect her role as the tech genius of Wakanda. She was often seen wearing clothes that 
appeared sleek and modern. Reflecting her role as a leading innovator. Her outfits combine traditional 
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African aesthetics with a futuristic edge, often involving vibrant colours, high-tech gadgets, and modern 
cuts. Her bright colours and modern designs contrast with the more conservative clothing of other 
characters, signifying her role as the face of Wakanda’s future and innovation. Her use of geometric 
patterns nods to the progressive technological advancements she creates. 

    
The overarching trend of the costumes in Blank Panther was rooted in Afrofurutism, a cultural aesthetic 
combining African heritage with science fiction and technology in the designs fused traditional African 
patterns, textiles, and symbols with sleek, futuristic elements like advanced fabrics, metallic accents, and 
cutting-edge accessories. Carter’s designs reflect the modern trend of globalisation in fashion, where 
elements from different cultures and regions blend to create new hybrid aesthetics. The world of 
Wakanda, through fictional is a melting pot of African tribal traditions fused with futuristic designs, 
symbolising a global vision of what African fashion might evolve into. 
 
SARO THE MUSICAL 
Saro the Musical, produced by Bolanle Austen-Peters, is a vibrant stage production that offers a window 
into the socio-cultural and historical landscape of Nigeria. The musical blends rich Nigerian music, dance, 
and drama to narrate the story of four young men who migrate from rural Nigeria to Lagos in pursuit of 
success and fame in the entertainment industry. The play explores themes of migration, urbanisation, and 
the struggle to find identity and purpose, offering insights into the aspirations and challenges faced by 
Nigerian youth. In Saro the Musical, the costume design plays a significant role in bringing the narrative 
to life, reflecting both contemporary and traditional influences.  
Costume in Saro the Musical has a fusion of traditional and modern styles. The costume designer blends 
traditional Nigeria attire with modern fashion elements. For instance, Saro incorporates elements from 
various Nigerian ethnic groups, such as the Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa, and merges these with modern 
silhouettes, fabrics and cutting-edge techniques. This reflects a global trend in fashion where heritage 
meets contemporary aesthetics. Also, bold, vibrant colours and traditional patterns such as Ankara prints 
are prevalent in Saro. This aligns with contemporary African fashion trends, where indigenous textiles 
such as Aso-oke, Adire, and Ankara are creatively reinterpreted for modern contexts.  Some elements of the 
costume design in Saro are futuristic, blending the past with visions of Africa’s future. This aligns with 
the Afrofuturism trend, which is popular in both fashion and entertainment, showcasing African cultures 
through a futuristic lens while maintaining traditional roots. These trends in Saro the Musical costume 
design help create a dynamic visual experience, reinforcing its themes of migration, identity, and the 
intersection of tradition with modernity.  
 
Pictorial Analysis of Some Costumes in Saro the Musical 
Laitan, Obaro, Efe and Azeez (Lead Characters) 
Their scenes depict life in Lagos and the journey of the characters from rural to urban settings, many of 
the costumes incorporate traditional Yoruba clothing. This includes Aso Oke fabrics, richly woven and 
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embroidered agbada (large flowing robes), and gele (headwraps). The costumes reflect the cultural 
identity of the Yoruba people. The designs often feature bold colours such as gold, red, and white, 
symbolising wealth purity and celebration. Laitan’s costume starts with simple, rural attire, consisting of 
traditional Yoruba clothing, but as his journey progresses, his wardrobe begins to in clued more vibrant 
and fashionable elements, such as Ankara prints with modern tailoring. This represents his evolution from 
rural dreamer to a man adjusting to the cosmopolitan life of Lagos.  

 
In scenes representing the bustling modern life of Lagos, the costumes shift to contemporaray, urban-
inspired street-wear. This includes slim-cut trousers, colourful shirts and modern accessories. This blend 
of modern and traditional looks reflects the characters’ transitions from their rural roots to the hustle and 
bustle of Lagos. The incorporation of Ankara fabrics into modern clothing such as jackets and pants 
highlights the fusion of old and new. This also connects with global fashion trends, where African prints 
are often combined with Western styles.  
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 Also, some costumes in Saro incorpotrate metallic fabrics, futuristic accessories and geometric patterns, 
suggesting an Afrofuturistic influence. The Afrofuturistic elements in the costumes create a vision of a 
future where African cultures have evolved but remain deeply rooted in tradition. The metallic sheens 
and futuristic accessories symbolize progress, innovation and a forward-thinking mindset. This blend of 
future and tradition speaks to the evolving narrative of African identity, both on the continent and in the 
diaspora. 

 
 
Each costume in Saro the Musical not only enhances the visual aesthetic of the production but also plays a 
vital role in telling the story. The designers masterfully use clothing to represent cultural identity, 
personal evolution, and the merging of tradition with contemporary life. 
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Impact of Cultural Shifts on Costume Design 
Costume design is greatly influenced by cultural changes, which are reflected in the changing ideals, 
ideologies, and aesthetics of society. Costume designers modify their creations to suit modern audiences 
and faithfully capture the eras or societies they include in their shows as cultural standards shift (Hansen, 
K., 2004). For example, costume designers are now more inclusive and portray a wider range of gender 
expressions in their designs because of the growing awareness and acceptance of LGBTQ+ identities. 
This change is visible in shows such as "Pose" where the costumes honour the colourful and multifaceted 
ways that gender and sexuality were expressed in the ballroom culture of the 1980s and 1990s. Costume 
design has been greatly influenced by globalisation as well (Offiah, C., 2017). The amalgamation of global 
cultural influences has resulted in a more intricate and varied visual language within the field of costume 
design. Designers create hybrid styles that represent the interdependence of modern society by drawing 
inspiration from a variety of civilisations. This may be seen in shows such as "Black Panther," where the 
costume designer, Ruth E. Carter, combined futuristic features with traditional African clothing to create 
a distinctive and culturally meaningful look that imagines a technologically sophisticated future while 
celebrating African history. Costume design has been further impacted by the digital age and 
technological breakthroughs. The emergence of social media and the internet has made it easier for 
designers to access worldwide fashion trends and incorporate a variety of influences into their creations. 
Productions like "Euphoria" leverage these cultural shifts, showcasing contemporary youth fashion that 
draws from various online subcultures and trends, resulting in costumes that feel current and relevant to 
modern audiences.  
 
Influence of Social Movements and Identity Politics 
Costume designers are responding to the call for more diversity and representation in the media by 
incorporating identity politics and social movements into their designs. Costume designers have been 
inspired by movements supporting LGBTQ+ visibility, gender equality, and racial equality to produce 
clothing that defies preconceptions and embodies these ideals. Costume designers frequently employ 
character identities and experiences to highlight the distinctive qualities of their costumes in productions 
that centre on marginalised communities, which helps viewers develop a greater sense of empathy and 
understanding. For instance, the #MeToo movement has encouraged the representation of strong, 
autonomous female characters, which has had an impact on costume design (Asardag, D., & Komorowski, 
M., 2024). Designers are producing outfits that are more powerful and practical rather than the 
conventional, frequently sexualised images of women. This is seen in movies such as "Wonder Woman," 
where the outfit of the lead character is made to be strong and useful at the same time, representing her 
strength and autonomy. Costume design has also been significantly impacted by the Black Lives Matter 
movement (Covington, S. & Medvedev, K., 2019). Costumes are used by productions that highlight Black 
experiences and narratives to honour Black heritage and culture while bringing up issues of racial 
injustice. The costumes in "Black Panther," which make a strong statement against the historical erasure 
and inaccurate portrayal of Black identities in mainstream media, are a testament to the richness and 
diversity of African traditions. Identity politics also has an impact on how LGBTQ+ characters are 
portrayed. Productions such "RuPaul's Drag Race" and "Pose" use costume design to explore and 
celebrate queer identities, challenging traditional norms and showcasing the creativity and resilience of 
the LGBTQ+ community. These shows use bold, expressive costumes to highlight the diversity of queer 
experiences, fostering greater visibility and acceptance. 
 
Examples of Productions Reflecting these Influences 
A number of current productions serve as excellent examples of how social and cultural factors impact 
costume design to produce visually striking and culturally meaningful pieces. With its emphasis on the 
ballroom culture of the late 20th century, "Pose" is a notable example. Analucia McGorty, a costume 
designer, used clothing to capture the colorful, flamboyant, and rebellious essence of the LGBTQ+ 
community in that time period. The show's clothes highlight the ingenuity and tenacity of the characters, 



 International Journal of Contemporary Research in Humanities (ISSN 3026-9067)  
Journal of The Faculty of Arts, Lead City University, Ibadan, Nigeria 

Volume 2, Number 1, 2024 

 

67 
 
 

creating a potent visual narrative that ties in with the main themes of identification, adversity, and victory. 
Ane Crabtree, the costume designer for "The Handmaid's Tale," created the Handmaids' recognizable red 
robes and white bonnets as symbols of tyranny and resistance. The show's themes are powerfully 
symbolised by these costumes, which are relevant in today's conversations about women's rights and 
physical autonomy. The characters' lack of individuality and independence is highlighted by the starkness 
and simplicity of the clothing, which also operate as a visual protest against their enslavement. "Black 
Panther" demonstrates how identity politics and cultural heritage impact costume design. Through the 
use of traditional patterns, colours, and materials, Ruth E. Carter creates costumes that honor African 
history and culture while presenting a visually stunning and culturally meaningful world. In addition to 
adding to the story, the costumes highlight how important it is for African history to be celebrated and 
represented in mainstream media. 
 
Technological Advancements in Costume Design 

⚫ Innovations in Fabric and Materials 
Costume design has seen a tremendous transformation thanks to technological developments in fabric 
and material, which now allow for increased inventiveness, functionality, and authenticity. The 
integration of electronic components into fabrics, known as smart textiles, has created new opportunities 
for costume designers (Panagou, M., et al., 2021). These materials give costumes dynamic and interactive 
qualities by emitting light, changing colour, or even monitoring physiological variables. In "The Hunger 
Games", for example, costumes with LED lights and other technologically advanced textiles produce 
visually striking effects that heighten the visual impact and storytelling. The creation of environmentally 
acceptable and sustainable materials is another noteworthy achievement. Costume designers are 
increasingly using recycled materials, biodegradable textiles, and organic fabrics as environmental 
concerns become more widely known. These environmentally friendly choices lessen production's impact 
on the environment while also upholding modern notions of ecological responsibility (Shafie, S., et al., 
2021). Sustainable materials have been used in productions like "Black Panther" to make elaborate and 
culturally significant costumes without sacrificing environmental ethics. Costume design has also been 
transformed by cutting-edge materials like 3D-printed textiles and textiles with special qualities like 
flexibility, durability, and moisture-wicking. These materials enable designers to produce intricate, 
precisely tailored costumes that are useful and pleasant for actors. For instance, "Spider-Man: Far from 
Home" features costumes with 3D-printed details that offer a high degree of accuracy and detail, 
improving the character's overall appearance and performance. 
 
⚫ Use of Digital Design Tools and Techniques 
The process of designing costumes has been completely transformed by the use of digital design tools and 
techniques, which have increased its accuracy, efficiency, and collaborative nature. Designers can make 
comprehensive digital renderings of costumes using programs like Adobe Illustrator and CLO 3D (Choi, 
KH., 2022). This lets them to experiment with alternative designs, colours, and textures before creating 
the final parts. With this computerized method, the design process is streamlined, material waste is 
decreased, and changes based on director and performer feedback may be made quickly. The fields of 
costume design have also been greatly impacted by 3D modelling and printing technologies. Today's 
designers are able to make elaborate and incredibly complex costume elements that would be challenging 
or impossible to produce using conventional methods. For instance, 3D modelling software was used to 
create the elaborate armour that the "Wonder Woman" cast wore. The armour was then 3D printed, 
producing incredibly complex and well-fitting components that improved the characters' looks and 
movement. Improved coordination among directors, costume designers, and other members of the 
production crew is another benefit of digital tools. Before the clothes are made in real life, directors and 
actors can see and interact with them in a virtual setting thanks to the use of virtual reality (VR) and 
augmented reality (AR) technologies by designers (Orihuela, P., 2019).  By working together, we can 
make sure that the finished costumes satisfy both the production's functional requirements and artistic 
vision. 
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The Role of Technology in Enhancing Costume Authenticity and Functionality 
The utilisation of technology is imperative in augmenting the genuineness and practicability of costumes, 
rendering them more authentic and useful for actors. Technological developments in fabric printing, such 
digital textile printing and sublimation, enable designers to produce incredibly exact and detailed replicas 
of historically and culturally significant patterns. In period works and culturally specialised performances, 
where authenticity is crucial, this technology is especially helpful. For instance, the historically correct 
tartan patterns used in the "Outlander" costumes were produced by digital textile printing, guaranteeing 
the accuracy and eye-catching design of the clothes. Costume design has also been impacted by motion 

capture technology (Szczęsna, A., et al., 2017), particularly in shows that use computer-generated imagery 
(CGI). In order to enable animators to record actor movements and convert them into digital characters, 
designers incorporate motion capture markers into their outfits. This technology adds to the overall 
authenticity of the play by guaranteeing that the digital representations are lifelike and faithfully capture 
the physique of the performers. Another area that technology has really improved is functionality. 
Performance costumes frequently have to survive strenuous physical activity without losing their 
aesthetic or practical integrity. In costume design, high-performance textiles with stretch, durability, and 
moisture-wicking qualities are now frequently utilised. These materials guarantee that actors may move 
freely and comfortably, which lowers the possibility of wardrobe malfunctions and improves their 
performance as a whole. For instance, the costumes in "Cirque du Soleil" productions are made from high-
performance materials that provide the necessary flexibility and durability for acrobatic performances. 
 
Collaboration between Fashion and Costume Design 
When fashion and costume designers work together, they exchange ideas, techniques, and creative 
processes that result in distinctive and captivating designs that improve the narrative of stage and film 
productions. Designers exchange their ideas, inspirations, and research during these intensive talks and 
brainstorming sessions that frequently kick off these collaborations. The team can create cutting-edge 
ideas that push the limits of conventional costume design by fusing the unique viewpoints of fashion and 
costume design. Costume designers provide their understanding of historical accuracy, character 
development, and practical performance issues, while fashion designers add their skills in modern trends, 
fabric manipulation, and haute couture techniques. With the combination of both talents, the design 
process can be more intricate, with fashion influences enhancing the outfits' visual appeal and the 
narrative-driven approach of costume design guaranteeing that the clothes fit the character and the plot. 
Mood boards, sketches, and digital renderings are frequently used in the collaborative process to 
conceptualise concepts. Designers collaborate carefully to choose decorations, colours, and textiles that 
complement the overall look of the production. To make sure the clothes are both aesthetically pleasing 
and practical for the actors, fittings and modifications are done frequently. The collaboration between 
fashion and costume designers produces stunning outfits that raise the production value as a whole. 
 
Case Studies Highlighting Successful Collaborations 
The cooperation between a fashion designer, Raf Simons, and a costume designer, Jacqueline Durran, for 
the 2019 film "Little Women" is a noteworthy instance of a successful relationship. Renowned for her 
painstaking historical costume designs, Durran collaborated with Simons to softly update the characters' 
outfits with modern aspects. This partnership produced historically accurate yet contemporary clothing 
that gave the characters more nuance and improved the movie's aesthetic appeal. The partnership between 
a fashion designer, Olivier Rousteing, and a costume designer, Ruth E. Carter, for the 2018 movie "Black 
Panther" is another prime example. Along with Rousteing, the creative director of Balmain, Carter, who 
is well-known for her work on historically accurate and culturally rich costumes, created futuristic yet 
culturally based ensembles. Through this collaboration, high fashion components and traditional African 
aesthetics were combined to create innovative costumes that embraced African culture and melded 
effortlessly into the Afro-futuristic film. Additionally, the Broadway version of "The Lion King" features 
the fruitful partnership of fashion designer Gianni Versace and costume designer Julie Taymor. Versace's 
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mastery of opulent fabrics and minute details complemented Taymor's creative approach to puppet and 
costume design. The end product was an incredibly beautiful presentation that skilfully and wearably 
brought the animal figures to life. 
 
Challenges and Benefits of These Collaborations 
Costume and fashion designers working together can produce amazing outcomes, but there are drawbacks 
as well. Balancing the various goals and working styles of the designers is one of the main issues. Costume 
designers need to concentrate on character depiction and practicality but fashion designers could give 
priority to trends and beauty. It may be necessary to carefully negotiate and compromise in order to find 
a common ground and guarantee that the finished designs satisfy both artistic and practical objectives. 
Creative conflicts present another difficulty. Conflicts can occasionally arise from the alignment of the 
strong visions held by both costume and fashion designers. To overcome these obstacles and capitalise on 
the talents of both designers, effective communication and respect for one another are necessary. 
Notwithstanding these difficulties, these kinds of partnerships have a lot to offer. The combination of 
fashion and costume design can result in more inventive and visually appealing outfits that improve the 
production's narrative. Through these collaborations, high fashion methods and materials can be used, 
improving the overall quality of the production. Collaborations can also provide new insights and 
inspiration for the costume design process, resulting in more dynamic and memorable designs. 
 
How Contemporary Costume Design Influences Audience Engagement 
In order to draw in viewers and increase their involvement with the story, modern costume design is 
essential. Contemporary costume designs, which frequently incorporate high fashion and cutting-edge 
materials, produce visually spectacular productions that entice viewers to explore the world of the play 

(Petranović, Martina., 2022). These clothes, which mirror current fashion trends, can strengthen the bond 
between the audience and the plot by humanising individuals and making the scene more relevant to 
modern viewers. Additionally, the incorporation of cutting-edge technology into costume design, 
including digital printing and LED lighting, creates a visual element of curiosity that draws viewers in 
(Wu, Yan., 2023). Traditional costume components can become dynamic, interactive items that react to 
movement and lighting thanks to technology advancements, which heightens the immersive experience. 
The audience is captivated by this sensory stimulation, which keeps them interested throughout the play. 
 
The Role of Costumes in Character Development and Storytelling 
An essential instrument for character development and narrative is the costume. They offer instant visual 
signals regarding the personality, history, and development of each character during the story (Ursyn, 
A., 2018). Examples of this include how a character's choice of colour, fabric, and style can represent their 
social standing, emotional condition, and evolution over time. These elements can be conveyed through a 
well-designed costume without the need for direct speech, enabling the viewer to comprehend the 
character's journey on an instinctive level. Costumes have a crucial role in setting the scene and creating 
the mood of a story. While extravagant clothing can evoke an otherworldly feeling in science fiction and 
fantasy works, period-accurate costumes can take viewers to a different era. Costumes improve 
storytelling by placing the story in a credible or creative visual setting, which makes the plot more 
compelling and cohesive. 
 
Conclusion 
This paper examined how costume design has changed throughout time, how modern fashion trends have 
impacted it, and how technology has been included. It explored the ways in which costume and fashion 
designers collaborate, as well as how these relationships affect character development and viewers’ 
perception. Modern costume design relies heavily on fashion, which provides novel viewpoints and 
cutting-edge methods to improve the visual storytelling of stage and screen shows. Character portrayal 
is enhanced by this integration, which also increases audience participation and reflects societal and 
cultural changes. With the support of interdisciplinary collaborations, ecological methods, and technical 
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breakthroughs, the field of movie and stage costume design is prepared for continuing innovation. The 
field of costume design will change as lines between it and fashion become less distinct, opening up new 
avenues for artistic expression and public engagement. 
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