Chapter One
Introduction

1.1 Background to the Study

Early marriage, sometimes known as child marriage on occasion, is a well-known public social
and cultural issue that concerns young children, particularly girls under the age of nin{@) years
old'. Ironically, a few of these young girls actually mature into teenagers whil@ with their
spouses. Occasionally, young girls are forced into marriage with men w&ﬁpﬁd enough to be
their grandfathers, with the instruction to stay faithful and be exce ives’. When a young
girl refuses a man's advances, there is a subsequent incident @en er-related violence; she is
violently raped and becomes pregnant at a very young ag@e majority of the impacted girls

experience truly disruptive labour, develop ﬁstula6 are abandoned by their parents and

spouse’. @%

In many of these young marriages, the’ @ere given to the men for free in order to assist the
household financially or to f01.“m &@mes that would benefit the company or the political party.
Premature marriage is a OQ}bn practice in Nigeria, especially in Borno State and other
northern regions w eg*ebels are murdering and kidnapping citizens®. Here, it is incorrectly
believed that, a %l\who marries young loses the opportunity to engage in promiscuity*.
Additionally@g believed in many parts of northern Nigeria that a man may marry a kid as
young\aMine years old, provided that they refrain from having any sexual relations with her
until after she reaches puberty®. Unfortunately, however, almost in every instance, the child
brides are forced to engage in sexual relations with their spouses as soon as they tie the knot,

which results in an extremely early pregnancy and vesico vaginal fistula (VVF) obstetric fistula

after the girls give birth at a very young age'. This traditional practice is a kind of cruelty against



impoverished female children and is widespread throughout many African countries*. There
were two reasons given for the acceptance of juvenile marriage: the existence of customs and
what relatives perceived to be sacred justifications based on the importance placed on virginity at
the time of marriage; it was believed that teen marriage would exclude opportunities for sexual
interaction that might tarnish the family's reputation. It has been suggested that poverty is
another factor in this marriage custom®. Depending on one's position on this s 'Q&;an also
attract suitors who are willing to pay a higher bride price. On the other handjan {ifiderdeveloped

bride may entice a lower dowry. O

It is clear that young marriages harm girls since they rc@em of their innocence and
prematurely transform them into "adults." Their young ages/when they are married make it
impossible for them to negotiate safe sex, leaving 6%)pen to illnesses and domestic abuse!.
The unfortunate part about this scenario is t@s against Nigeria's legal commitment under
international law to ensure that girls Q\K access to education and are not subjected to
discrimination in the classroom. %\gqribes and communities in Nigeria accept and practice
early marriage, just as the @rywhere else, and the related ills are the same everywhere?.
The earlier definition éprevalence of early marriages is widely shared among Nigerian
Muslim commur@%\\'ﬂ% unfortunate thing about early marriage is that because it is so deeply
ingrained i ligious and cultural fabric of the societies in which it occurs, child marriage is
highly\{gﬁrted by the community as a whole®. In fact, it is so acceptable that community
members would rather keep the practice hidden from offenders than call attention to it®. Islamic
law seems to encourage men's superiority over women in the legal system and to accept child

marriage at a young age.



The sad story of Hauwa Abubakar, a nine-year-old girl who was married off to Mallam Shehu
Garuba Kiruwa, a forty-year-old cattle dealer, serves as a good example in this regard*. At the
tender age of nine, Hauwa's father fervently delivered her to Shehu as a wife in order to repay his
obligation to the expected husband. She attempted to flee the husband's home twice, but was
unsuccessful since her father always brought her back. On the third attempt, her parents brought
her back, and in order to prevent her from escaping again, the husband restrained Q%m‘severed
her legs with a poisoned knife. The former Bauchi State Government swiftly approved a decree

allowing the government to prosecute any parent who removes a c@bm school with the

intention of marrying her in retaliation for this callous behaviou;\f:

Previous accounts referenced the example of Senator Yetima, the ex-governor of Nigeria's
Zamfara State, and the 13-year-old Egyptian girl@%arﬂed? Furthermore, numerous other
national and international non-govemmenta@saﬁons have brought attention to Senator
Yerima's issue®. They saw the senator’&&)ns as blatant violations of Egypt's and Nigeria's
Child Rights Acts.12, 13, 14, and @c?\ligypt, a female cannot marry at any age younger than
sixteen. Additionally, a girl é@ enter into a marriage with a man who is twenty-five years
older than she is. Sim'& this, the Nigerian minor Rights Act sets the minimum age of
marriage at 18 a@%}%

five years il@n and a fine of N500, 000. Following protests by organizations advocating for

lates that anyone under the age of 18 who marries a minor faces up to

womeﬁ\gﬂ children's rights, civil society organizations, and human rights, the National
Agency for Prohibition of Traffic in Persons (NAPTIP) invited Yerima to be questioned. After
being questioned, he released a statement in which he said that since he is a Nigerian and his
religion does not specify a marriageable age, he has committed no crimes and has the freedom to

practice his faith.



However, it seems unbelievable that any girl would ever envision herself as a minor on that day
in any dream. However, most girls in most of Borno State, Nigeria, really do face that’. The
English court in Alhaji Mohammed v. Knott (1966) highlighted the risk involved in these young
marriages when a 26-year-old Muslim man from Nigeria entered into a polygamous marriage
with a 13-year-old girl and brought her to England. The girl was subsequently ordered to be
placed under the care of a local authority for protection after it was protested be Q%uvenile
court that she needed care, protection, control, and was exposed to moral \danget. The judges

concluded that any decent-minded man or woman would find the marrolerable.

Furthermore, compared to single girls, a smaller percentage @amed female children attend
school, making the majority of them out of school, which isg)ther reason why early marriages
are worse. Therefore, the majority of Victims—es@(ély those in Northern Nigeria—cannot

read or write at all. @%

These girls are denied the acknowled:@%ntages of education, which include self-reliance,
improved health, self—conﬁde.nca%%eased potency, better judgement, and higher economic
efficiency. Therefore, ea@age still has a lot of negative effects across most of Nigeria,
especially in Borng q&her northern regions where it is accepted and performed in the name of
custom, religi n,Quﬁ\way of life. Girls in isolated places are most severely impacted because
poverty ft %%em into early marriage, rendering them more defenseless. Put another way,
Bomo&e in northern Nigeria has some of the highest rates of early marriages in the world,
despite the fact that early marriage is common throughout all of Nigeria. Despite the fact that

polygamy, one of the causes of early marriage in Nigeria, is becoming less common, 27% of

victims between the ages of 15 and 19 are in polygamous marriages'?.



Girls in northern Nigeria are forced into marriage at a young age, and many of them stopped
attending school as soon as they reached puberty. In order to marry, many parents in rural areas
pull their 12-year-old daughters out of school. These girls are subjected to sexual and domestic
abuse, as well as other forms of gender-based violence'!. It should be noted that Nigeria is a
signatory to several international agreements and resolutions that explicitly prohibit child
marriage and require member nations to take appropriate steps to end the custo Q&emourage
young marriages before a female becomes 18 on the grounds that childre@éthe complete
maturity awareness and capacity for action. The UN Convention o@ ights of the Child
(1989), the Minimum Age for Marriage (1962), the Internation C%mant on Economic, Social,
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR 1966), the International C @on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR 1966), and the Universal Declaration of r@ghts (1948) all provide evidence in
favour of the following that marriage should be el% only with the free and full consent of the

intending spouses. It follows that in situa@vaere one of the parties getting married has not

attained the stipulated age of 18, sucl@\ent cannot be said to be free and full’'2,

Many theories have been @ed by academics to explain why child marriages occur.

Occasionally, it coulds‘ d on socioeconomic factors. They are occasionally employed to

preserve and upQOI?}\\pb

economic cions by forcing their children to marry into a specific family. According to

Itical connections as. Families can also fortify their political and/or

some B@cademics, a betrothal is a legally binding commitment for the families and children
in the locations where it is permitted, such as Borno State. In such circumstances, breaking the
betrothal may result in harsh consequences for both the betrothed individuals and their families.
Once more, in many societies, poor families readily give their daughters away for marriage at a

young age because they believe that having female offspring is a liability!>.



Child marriages are also fueled by poverty, religion, customs, and crises in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Undoubtedly, a significant number of early marriages result from poverty, with parents requiring
the bride price of their daughter children in order to afford education, clothes, and other
necessities for the family's surviving members. In the meantime, male children in these
communities are more likely to pursue a working career, receive a worthwhile education, find
successful jobs, and eventually get married. It is important to remember that Q%ays the
family of the lady he wishes to marry a bride price in many parts of Africa. irl's wedding

price is typically paid in cash, livestock, or other goods, and it is th@hat as she ages, the

value of her bride price decreases'*. : %

Furthermore, parents in Northern Nigeria are similarl @d to marry off their immature
daughters due to the frequent insurgencies and cris%%they work under economic pressure'’.
Therefore, preventing child marriage is a gl@em; therefore, if important stakeholders do
not take immediate action, the world wiﬂ\\' far short of the Sustainable Development Goals to
eliminate child marriage, with 13A®{clﬁon underage female marriages expected between 2018
and 2030, and nearly 10 m&%arﬂages in 2030 alone's. According to a recent Save the
Children study, 51 milli &ld marriages could be avoided by 2030 if secondary education for
girls were made @ﬁl. As a result, governments and other relevant parties have the chance to
improve the@@ for millions of girls as well as the reduction of early marriage and gender-
based V’Qg(ce in our society®. Several non-governmental organisations have been using various
tactics to accomplish this. For example, they have been creating and carrying out comprehensive,
multisectoral national action plans, collaborating with several ministries and stakeholders to
coordinate coordinated strategies that address the underlying causes of gender disparity. Others

have been addressing the problem of early marriage by using strategies including advocating for



gender equality, starting school projects, empowering women through community interventions,

involving men and women in media programmes, etc'”.

The National Agency for Prohibition of Traffic in Persons (NAPTIP), the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC), the GBV Sub Working Group, Save the Children, the Alliances for
Africa (AfA) Mission, and the Peering Advocacy and Advancement Centre in Nigeria(PAACA)
are some of the organisations whose intervention programmes this study wil@essing for

their effects on early marriage. &

In order to address the various causes and concerns of child ma@ government ministries,
service providers, and community clusters collaborate in a ctoral approach to stop child
marriage, as implemented by the NGOs mentioned ab overnments should take seriously
the task of creating a national action plan in orde)b&rsee the work of various divisions and

ensure that each receives the support it needs%\*giress the issue!'®.

-

Moreover, school-based programme\gfg\tdeally positioned to prevent violence against women.
Programmes implemented in $§ S can address gender norms and preconceptions before they
deeply ingrain themselv%é he minds of the young. This kind of creativity tackles issues
including sexual '@m of young people and adolescents, relationship violence, and gender

norms. Safe d@g projects in the United States and Canada's Youth Relationship Project have

demox% ositive results.

Community interventions can also involve men and empower women. Community interventions
that combine policies that empower males as allies against gender-based violence with
microfinance arrangements for women can address gender norms and smugness. Community

initiatives including male peer groups exhibit potential in modifying perspectives on gender



norms and aggressive conduct; however, further critical evaluations are required. It seems that
having a community and having organisers with training increase the effectiveness of these

mediations'®.

However, public awareness campaigns and other forms of intermediation delivered through
newspapers, radios, televisions, and other mass media can be helpful in changing_attitudes on
gender norms. Additionally, media interventions can promote women's ri l@d influence
gender customs. The most successful are those who take the time }&iiﬁﬁfy their target
audience's value and collaborate with their followers to prom(@entzo. In light of the
aforementioned, this study looked at the NGOs' initiatives@Bomo State to reduce early

marriage and gender-based violence. QQ
1.2 Statement of the Problem ’bbfb

According to published studies and oth.er 1%% works, society has a significant impact on a girl
child's destiny!. Therefore, it become&%eming that parents intentionally give their young girls
away in marriage to men who'@%enough to be their grandfathers and fathers at a time when
the daughters hardly uncfb@?d what marriage entails. One aspect of the harmful customs that
are ingrained in '@'s antiquated conduct, insolences, and customs that negatively impact
and violate th@n amental rights of women and girls is early marriage?’. The most concerning
part 0%@%‘[ is that despite the importance of the early marriage issue and the plethora of
research that has been done on it, the issue still exists. Premature marriage is covered under both
the child protection and gender-based violence (GBV) responses, which contributes to its
persistence. Nevertheless, it is rarely addressed in its entirety, there is frequently insufficient

harmonisation across segments, and efforts are primarily directed towards response rather than



prevention. Therefore, further research is required to fully understand and treat gender-based
violence and early marriage, especially in Borno State. For example, research has been done on
early marriage as a form of gender-based violence and a violation of women's human rights in
Nigeria on strategies for preventing, moderating, and responding to gender-based violence in
humanitarian contexts on the issue of girl child abuse in Nigeria as a barrier to individual and
societal development and on child abuse in Nigeria, its scope, causes, and likel@o es. This

research has connections to other academic works. <

Nevertheless, none of this research examined the impact of non- (@mental organisations'
intervention activities in preventing early marriage in Borno @ﬁhe academic sphere, this
has resulted to a knowledge deficit that needs to be filled. s current study takes its starting
point from this knowledge gap. Using variables like&lﬁctoral programme approach, holistic
national action plans, promoting gender eq%%hool initiatives, community interventions,
and media interventions programmes ,tq&a gender-based violence such as sexual violence,

emotional and psychological ViolerQ&(@ysical violence, and socioeconomic violence, this study

is poised to investigate the 1 glce of NGOs intervention programmes for combating early

marriage in Borno State Q

I.\
1.3 Aim and Objeit'ives of the Study

0\

The main aim of the study is to examine the effects of non-governmental organisation
v
intervention strategies against early marriage in Borno State is the goal of this research. The

specific objectives were to:

1. learn more about the types of activities that NGOs are running in Borno State to combat early

marriage;



ii. find out how people in Borno State see early marriage and gender-based violence;
iil. assess how NGOs' programmes affect Borno State's efforts in combating early marriage;

iii. determine the difficulties the NGOs are having implementing their early marriage

intervention plan in Borno State;

iv. identify what non-governmental organisations encounter in their efforts t Eromote early

marriage in Borno State.

1.4 Research Questions é

-~
In accordance with the goals of this investigation, the following research questions have been

Q\/
developed;
R

1.  What kinds of activities are the non-Kernmental organisations running in Borno State

to combat early marriage? . ,&
e

2. What perspectives does Borno State see early marriage and gender-based violence from?
N\

R\’
3. How do NGOs' programmes affect Borno State's efforts in combating early marriage?

\\
N
4. What obstacles do non-governmental organisations encounter in their efforts to promote

SN

early marriage in Borno State?
1.5 Signifi of the Study

This sthf 1s important as it shed additional insight on how NGOs influence Borno State's policy
against early marriage. The study's findings will give trustworthy information about the type of
early marriage that women in Borno State are subjected to by their parents and the community.
As a result, the study's findings were very helpful in starting the essential reorientation process to
inform society about the detrimental effects of early marriage in Borno State and the necessity of
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opposing it. The study was also helpful to the parents, as they realised the consequences of

letting their young daughters be forced into marriage under any pretext.

The study concluded by helping society to understand women's roles in society and the
importance of education for them rather than forcing them into marriage and exposing them to
abuse of all kinds. As a result, society gained further benefits from the research. C%quently,
the study aided in altering the long-standing perspective that views wom ecially in
northern Nigeria, as tools for sex and as second class. Some of the£laiths#made by these
orientations are that women belong in the kitchen, in other roor%@e just intended to be

mothers, among other things. Q

The results of this study served as a catalyst for ragQﬁonal research on the topic among
academics, with the goal of bridging the knowle@p pertaining to the topics not covered in

this work. The study was also beneficial to fu esearchers because its conclusions served as a

foundation for additional research in ﬂt'%’{gaa f study and a source of secondary data.

N\

1.6 Scope of the Study 'Q\AQ

The variables that serve & dimensions and metrics of the NGOs' intervention programmes to
prevent early ma@omo State between 2010 to 2021 are the boundaries of this scope. As
a result, th@y addressed the types of programmes that non-governmental organisations
(NGObq%mplementing to address early marriage, the extent to which early marriage occurred
in Borno State, the effect of NGOs' programmes on the anti-early marriage movement, and the
obstacles that NGOs encounter when implementing their interventions programme. Measures of

gender-based violence was also be covered, including physical, psychological, emotional, and

sexual violence as well as socioeconomic violence.
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The Borno State, where the respondents, or the sampled NGOs, were located, is the geographic

boundary of this study.

Because the unit of analysis was limited to pertinent stakeholders including parents, volunteers

against gender-based violence, and employees of the chosen NGOs, the micro unit of analysis

has been used in this study. \
1.7 Limitation of the Study %

Due to the sensitive nature of early marriage in conflict zo orno State, access to reliable
data may have been restricted. NGOs operating in ;@ﬂreas often face security concerns,

making it difficult to collect comprehensive data. fb

The ongoing conflict in Borno State duri % study period (2010-2022) likely hindered the
ability to conduct in-depth ﬁeldwork@might have affected the scope of the study by limiting

access to certain regions, redué@ample size, or restricting access to key informants.

Given the deep-rooted c}bal and religious factors promoting early marriage in Borno, the

impact of NGOs m@limited. These deeply ingrained practices may not change significantly

within the shoétudy period.

1.8 O[%&mal Definition of Terms

The following vocabulary is defined based on how it appears in this work:

Marriage: is the social and legal union of a man and a woman with the aim of starting a family.
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Early marriage: is referred to as a customary or religious union between a man or boy and a girl

in whom one or both of the parties are under the age of eighteen (18).

NGOs: Non-governmental organisations are referred to here. These are privately funded groups

that support citizens' rights, especially those of the poorer classes.

Intervention: These are the strategies, campaigns, and initiatives that NGOs im&ment to

discourage early marriage. OQ
y form.

A girl child: is a child who is feminine and experiences discrimination i&{

Q$O
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Chapter wpr
L1teratu;§
This chapter reviewed related literature unde owing sub- headings;

2.1 Conceptual Review \(’j\ﬁ

2.2 Theoretical Framework @

2.3 Review of Emplrlca Q
2.4 Conceptua: F work

2.5 Suil f Gap in Literature Reviewed

2.1 Conceptual Review

The conceptualization and review of previous research on the effects of non-governmental
organisations' (NGOs'") interventions on early marriage are covered in this chapter. The review
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examined the notions of early marriage and the underlying problems that it raises, including the
types of programmes that non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are implementing to address
early marriage, the extent to which gender-based violence and early marriage occur in Borno
State, the impact of NGOs' programmes on the anti-early marriage movement, and the obstacles
that these organisations face when implementing their interventions programmes. A, review of

gender-based violence was also be conducted, including sexual, emotional, a@logical,

physical, and socioeconomic forms. <

¢\
In order to do this, it is necessary to identify a few fundamental i e@arting with marriage.
The definition of marriage is a social and legal union betwee@%n and women, yet some
cultures have allowed people of the same sex to get m d'. A Sociologist characterised
marriage as a "stable sexual relationship," one that %@%ned by extended family and utilised
to control laws pertaining to children's rights GQQ ial possessions?. The majority of marriages
are based on monogamy, which is the i&g of a man and a woman, while polygamy—the
practice of having many marriage pa&%—is also accepted in some societies. Men are allowed
to marry as many as four womeil; ccording to the Talmud, which contains Jewish religious law
and practices. This is co}éable to the Islamic faith, which permits men to have up to four
wives®. We are i{c@in this study because we believe that marriage, in whatever shape it
takes, should occur between or among adults, with the complete permission and willingness
of all i\d/@uals involved. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognises the right to
"free and full" consent to marriage, acknowledging that such consent cannot exist when one of

the parties is not old enough to make a mature enough choice in a life partner.

Furthermore, according to Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a person

must be of legal age to become married, and a marriage should only be entered into voluntarily
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and with full consent. To put it another way, anyone who approves of underage marriage is
encouraging a violation of human rights. Nations must establish a minimum age for marriage and
require all weddings to be registered, according to Articles 1, 2, and 3 of the 1962 Convention on
Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage, and Registration of weddings. Article 16 of
the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women states
that child marriages are forbidden and calls for a quantifiable minimum a Q&arﬂage.

However, children were not officially classified as individuals under the age of*€ighteen until

1989, when the Convention on the Rights of the Child was estabhshed

In Nigeria, Section 29 (4)(1) stipulates that an individual mus@eﬁeen (18) years of age or

older to be considered "full age," although the Child nght@ stipulates that a person must be

18 years old to enter into marriage. According to?@ Immigration Act, anyone younger

than 16 is considered a minor. Furthermore, t@timonial Causes Act, 2004's Section 3(1)(e)
stipulates that if one of the parties is not &}age, the marriage is void. According to Nigeria's
kid Right's Act 2003, a person who %&o\t attained the age of eighteen is considered a kid. This
is the benchmark by which ear.b&rriage is evaluated as a violation of human rights. As a result,

the reason we are interéb in early marriage is because it does not fit the description of

marriage given a@

2.1.1 The C@t of Marriage

Wedloé&,natrimony, or marriage are several terms for the same legal and culturally accepted
union of individuals referred to as spouses. It delineates the rights and responsibilities that exist
between them, their children, and their in-laws. Though the definition of marriage varies over

time and across cultures and religions, it is almost universal°.
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Marriage is a socially and legally recognised partnership, typically involving a man and a woman.
It is governed by laws, norms, conventions, beliefs, and attitudes that specify the spouses'
responsibilities and rights and grant status to their kids, if any. The many fundamental social and
personal functions that marriage provides structure for—such as sexual gratification and
regulation, gender-based labour division, economic production and consumption, and the
fulfilment of individual needs for affection, status, and companionship—are t Q%ns why
ant roles are

marriage is universal throughout many societies and cultures. Its most

p
probably those related to reproduction, raising offspring, educatin@@cialising them, and

QQ

It is usually an institution that recognises or condm:ey@personal interactions, most of which

maintaining ancestry®.

are sexual. It is customary in certain culture to’b@ until marriage to engage in any kind of
sexual behaviour. A wedding is an event th k?e rates marriage.

°
Marriage can be arranged legally, @ﬂy, for libidinal, emotional, economical, spiritual, or
religious reasons, among otha@men gender, socially prescribed incest norms, prescriptive
marriage laws, parental @%we, and personal desire can all have an impact on who they
marry. Polygamy:‘ ced marriage, child marriage, and planned marriage are all common

practices in S(@p

intem@ w or in order to protect the rights of women, children, and both genders. Because

rts of the world. In other places, these kinds of activities are prohibited by

women are (or were) viewed as the husband's property, marriage has historically limited
women's rights in several regions of the world. Globally, mostly in developed democracies, there
has been a general trend towards legalising same-sex, interracial/interethnic/interfaith, and

interfaith marriages as well as towards ensuring equal rights for women in marriage (e.g.,

18



eliminating coverture, liberalising divorce laws, and reforming reproductive and sexual rights).
The legal standing of married women, attitudes towards domestic abuse in marriage, traditions
including bride prices and dowries, forced marriage, marriageable age, and the outlawing of
extramarital and premarital sex are all topics of ongoing debate’.

Economic history study consistently uses the age of the female at marriage, which has shown to
be a strong predictor of female autonomy. A tribe, a state, an organisation, %, eligious
authorities, a local community, or a tribe can all recognise marriage. It's fr@j@y seen as an
agreement. An institution of religion performs a religious marriage@der to establish and
acknowledge the privileges and duties inherent in matrimon v@ that religion. Religious
marriage is referred to by several names in different fai@ ions, such as nikah in Islam,
nissuin in Judaism, and sacramental marriage in tbﬁm. Each of these titles has specific
guidelines on who is eligible for and what qualifi legitimate religious marriage®.

N

"A relationship between one or more men ﬂ or female) in severalty to one or more women
rig

"

°
that provides those men with a de @ t of sexual access within a domestic group and

identifies women who bear the Q&ation of yielding to the demands of those specific men" is

\

how Duran Bell defines ma % in a 1997 article published in Current Anthropology. Bell uses

the term "men incf@y" to describe corporate kin groups like lineages that, after paying a

bride price, argsentitled to a woman's children even in the event that her husband—a member of
the li ea,@es (Levirate marriage). Bell refers to "men (male or female)" as women in the
family who could assume the role of "social fathers" for their spouse's offspring who are born to

other partners®.
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It has been discovered that all human communities, past and present, have some kind of marriage.
The intricate and sophisticated regulations and customs that surround it attest to its significance.
Some universals do apply, despite the fact that these laws and rituals are as numerous and
diverse as human social and cultural organisations. Assuring partners' rights towards one another
as well as children's rights and defining their ties within a community are the primary legal
purposes of marriage. Traditionally, marriage has granted the child a valid status &ttles him
or her to all the rights and advantages established by the customs of that comm{mity, including
the right to inherit. In the majority of nations, marriage also @ acceptable social

relationships that the children may have, including the appropriate, choice of future partners.

Prior to the late 20th century, marriage was not alwa deécision made freely. Although
romantic love was not the main reason for matrimo @t eras—as the novels of authors like
Henry James and Edith Wharton attest—love_bet spouses came to be linked with marriage
NQ

in Western countries. Instead, one's marital&%&er was carefully chosen.

.
Nigerian law distinguishes between &@&types of marriages. The most typical kind of wedding
in Nigeria is a court wedding® {&eria, there are essentially four main kinds of marriage that
are permissible. These m@ of Islamic marriage, church marriage, customary marriage, and
statutory marriag ‘@eria, it is typical for a single couple to perform three or more distinct
types of marrigges together!”,
Custo&@rriage
Traditional marriage is another name for customary marriage. It is a marriage conducted in
accordance with the native law or custom of a specific society, which may be the bride's

community or ethnic group's custom. The following conditions have to be met in order for a

customary marriage to be recognised!!.
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- Consent from the bride's parents and guardian, as well as consent from the parties themselves,
must be obtained before the marriage is celebrated. In the Osanwoyi v. Osanwoyi case, A and B
were wed in accordance with Native American custom and law. Without A's knowledge or
approval, B gave A's father a dowry of sixty thousand (60,000). The Court decided that A and B
could not lawfully be married under customary law. Therefore, in order for a customary marriage
to be legal, both parties must consent to the union and the parents who will pa Qﬁde price
must also approve. This was provided by the court in Okpanum v. Okpanum (3); where it was
decided that both the parties' consent and that of their parents were @s ry for a customary
marriage to be deemed lawful. This was likewise the case i @\!igerian customary law
cases.11- Bride price payment: The bride's parents or lega an, if applicable, must receive
the bride price from the groom. In order to remove g@ from their custody, the groom must
also adhere to their marriage list or conditions ’b
- The marriage must be between Nigeria c\l’;ens; according to customary law, a marriage
between a Nigerian and a non-Nigeri’Kﬁ%nﬂ and void. The marriage of a Yoruba woman and a
Sierra Leonean man was decla@l and illegal in the case of Savage v. Maltery (4), and the
same ruling applied to ﬂ@gﬂage of an Efik woman and a Portuguese man in Fonesca v.
Passman (5). ‘@

The marriage pill 1ot be valid if the partners are related by blood or birth. This is known as the
"freed%@ consanguinity and affinity" requirement. It is considered a sin in most cultures to
marry or have sex with a member of one's own family. Therefore, according to customary law, a
marriage between two members of the same bloodline—for example, a brother and sister, mother

and son, or a male and female cousin—is null and void due to their consanguinity. Additionally,

the marriage needs to be performed in line with the specific society's customs!'2.
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Statutory Marriage
In Nigeria, a statutory marriage, also known as a register marriage, is essentially a legally
sanctioned, lifelong, voluntary union of one male and one female to the exclusion of all others.
In Nigeria, a statutory marriage is, to put it simply, a monogamous union. Examples include
unions consummated in a licensed house of worship (church marriage) and unions consummated
at the Court Registry. A church marriage is not the same as a statutory marri \

arriage

ceremony is not always contracted under the Act just because it takes place ina cligrch!’.

It is important to remember that Nigeria has laws governing the % ion of marriages. The
Marriage Act (MA) stipulates that in order for a marriage t recognised as lawful, it must

occur in one of the following locations and be performgy a licensed minister or in the

registrar's office. Not every church or mosque has a nge to perform marriage ceremonies.

- Open doors must be used for the task. \Q

- The time frame for completion is 8 ag}@p

-In addition to the officiating m@er, there must be a minimum of two witnesses.

After a marriage has nsummated the parties receive a marriage certificate. Signing the
marriage certlﬁc@\ e last step. The officiant, who is leading the marriage ceremony, and two
other witne ust witness the couple performing this. Within seven (7) days following the
marriaé\%emony, the duplicate must be delivered to the Registrar of Marriages. After
obtaining such a certificate, the marriage registrar files it. According to the Act, a marriage is

lawful once all the procedures are completed'.
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The Marriage Act additionally states that a person is only legally allowed to marry if their
parent(s), guardian(s), or other legal representative grants approval in cases where one of the

parties to the marriage is under!>,

Certain activities are classified as offences under the Marriage Act and carry serious penalties if

they are committed. Among these transgressions include, but are not restricted to: \

Marriage to an individual knowing that said individual is already marri @%mher. The
punishment for this offence is five years in prison. When someone mak gs’e statement in a
document that the law demands to be made in order to get marri erson faces up to five
years in prison if they pose as a witness knowing they are do so. A person facing up to
five years in prison is responsible for getting married @Qen they are fully aware that the
union is invalid. Foreign marriages consummated ¢ of Nigeria are also recognised by the
Marriage Act. It states that a marriage perfm’h\@)utside of Nigeria before a marriage officer in
his office, between two parties, one of %%31 is a citizen of Nigeria, will be legally recognised as

valid as if it had been performed @eria before a registrar in the registrar's office.

A church marriage must@r the Act's provisions in order to be recognised as statutory. The

courts have ruled th\' couples must voluntarily take action and follow the Marriage Act's

N\

procedure in oée such marriages to become statutory.

The M&n%p Act, the Matrimonial Causes Act (Cap. M7, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria,
2004), and the Matrimonial Causes Rules, which are enacted in accordance with the Matrimonial

Causes Act, are the main pieces of law that govern statutory marriages in Nigeria.
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As can be seen from the foregoing, a prospective couple should always make an effort to engage
into a lawful and enforceable marriage by following the correct procedures. Under Nigerian law,

a marriage must be consummated in conformity with the due process of law'®.
2.1.1 The Concept of Early Marriage

An early marriage is defined as a steady or informal gathering in which one or’bdth of the
participants are younger than eighteen (18) years old. Usually, one or both pa r@i e their full
consent and loose will for this to happen. The term "early marriage" sex&as a reminder to the

reader that the persons under threat are those who have been show@ uch less developed in

terms of mental or social maturity than adults. It is not the uni o@' individuals who are sexually,

emotionally, physically, or psychosocially developed al@v 0 are unable to provide their free
and informed agreement to marriage. "Child marri "Qnd "early marriage" are terms that are
used interchangeably in a wide range of UNY@tlons, with no obvious distinction. Some refer
to "early marriage, which include infaﬁ’\@f"age,” meaning that although it encompasses child
marriage, it also covers situati.or&@do not fall under the definition of infant marriage. These
include unions in which @both partners are under the age of 18, but they entered into
adulthood in accorc}an%&kingdom laws'”.

Some people Bse term "early marriage" as a cover for the truth that young people and weak
businesse%’éforced into marriage; additionally, the term "baby brides" sentimentalises the
stressfu\&ocess”. Others believe that the term "early marriage" more accurately conveys the
idea that the marriage union is premature and acknowledges the variety of acceptable and
customary ideas about children that the term "infant marriage" ignores. It is a fact that in about

half of all states in the world, the legal age of maturity is eighteen. Therefore, in a state where the

age of majority is sixteen, "early marriage" may also more appropriately prevent early
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rapprochement at sixteen or seventeen, even though the character is not always technically a
toddler. Others may further contend that if a partner isn't emotionally or tangibly mature, an early
marriage can nonetheless occur after the age of 18. This study proposes a method of female
marriage, or early marriage between girls and women, interchangeably to recognise marriages
where the female child is under the age of 18, as recognised by the 1990 confere&ce on the

convention, while also acknowledging the inequities of prison and social attitude f Q

Consequently, early marriage has an inherent negative impact on both bo omen, as stated
in Human Rights Council decision A/HRC/35/L'°. However, the% ﬁJl investigation and
assistance highlights that girls are particularly impacted due to revalence of exercise and the

pressure of its consequences for these individuals. In additi glrls marry at a younger age on

average than males do. SOQ

As a result, early marriage, also known as ch@arriage, was defined by UNICEF and several
international laws, accords, and treatié legal, informal partnership in which one or both
spouses are under the age of 18. marriage is a subset of forced marriage, which is defined
as marriage at any age th @s without the freedom and mutual consent of the partners. As
such, it encompasses aby marriage as well as early marriage since children under the age of 18
are not able t Vi thelr full consent. Early marriage is seen as a process of forced marriage
in which o both parties have given up on expressing their opinions, according to the
Comm}&n the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) regulations and the
Conference on the Rights of the Child (CRC) Committees. total, flexible, and informed
agreement. Early marriage is a problem that violates human rights in and of itself, impacting
girls and women at some point in their lives, along with the rights to education, the best possible

general level of fitness, and a life free from violence®. One in three women are married before the
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age of eighteen and one in nine women are married before the age of fifteen in many African
civilizations today, particularly in the sub-Saharan regions. Women mourn too much because,
compared to 156 million males, 720 million girls alive today were married at an early age’. Often,

females marry at a younger age, and there is frequently a significant age difference between men

5\

Therefore, child marriage is a grave type of child abuse and a dangerous viol children's

and women.

rights, depriving women of their potential, innocence, and formativ%l(&/Early marriage
throws daughters into emotionally and physically demanding relati for which they may
not be ready, have little control over, and have little preferen 1S an act of violence against
women that is largely motivated by gender. putting thegt risk for early pregnancy and
motherhood as well as emotional, sexual, and physi@use. Although child marriage and early
marriage are frequent in many nations, th xtremely rare in developing nations. The
percentage of women between the ages s&and 24 who report being married or living with a
guy as if they were married at the@%f\lég is the most commonly used and generally similar
indicator of the incidence of't N marriage. The useful literature's points of view are validated.
According to this theo gdler marriage rates are at least 25% higher in 51 countries. This
foundational ele\éﬁ}l\'t pically employed to delineate the paramount significance of an early

marriage?”. |iéncidence of early marriage differs among the nation's states, and it's important

to idem'\f)/%‘lich ones have the highest segmental incidence of early marriage.

Early marriage exposes women to the risk of violence from in-laws, HIV and other sexually
transmitted infections, as well as early pregnancy, which makes this vital. Pregnancy barriers and
reproduction are the primary causes of death for girls between the ages of 15 and 19. Children

born to women and daughters who were married off when they were still young are more likely
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to be undernourished and underdeveloped, which often keeps poverty from advancing from

generation to generation?!.

Furthermore, given that they are forced into marriages at a young age without their consent, the
decision to get married and stay married—which is a personal decision—is skewed. This is clear
from a 2017 UNICEF report, which shows that roughly 17% of Nigerian young_women are
married before the age of 15, and 43% are married before the age of 18. S@% 23 of the
Nigerian charter, which declares that "someone underneath the age of &guﬁs incapable of

contracting a valid settlement," of which marriage is inclusive, is si oken and inconsistent

with this. Q

In light of the aforementioned, it is noteworthy that the @QRights Council (HRC) resolution
on early and forced marriage in humanitarian settir&/HRC/RESBS/ 16) from 2017 calls for
all events to establish and support their d \@nations to avoid and eliminate this harmful
practice, as well as to provide support {c ied women in humanitarian settings. The resolution
describes early marriage as an eg@violaﬁon of human rights. States must ensure that women
who have been forced to @ence and harassment, or who are unsupported or disconnected,
have access to heal;[h %ﬁcation, and protection from childbearing, early marriage, and other
forms of forced @age. In order to prevent unintended and/or repeat pregnancies, the 2017
agreement sises the importance of providing married girls with support and fortification

througNrk and treatment. It also guarantees the availability of individualised assistance for

sexual and reproductive health and right®2.

The complex factors that drive or are linked to premature marriage include gender inequality,
social and cultural expectations, financial necessities, poor educational opportunities, women's

attitudes towards being lazy at home, beliefs that young marriage is a great way to help children
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with poor decisions, and the sense of security that comes with being married. Many of those
complex forces emerge in our cultures, albeit they can be exacerbated by a calamity, as was the
case in Borno State. As Borno faces uncertainty, the breakdown of the legal system, disruptions
in social structures, and challenges to family practices, households and parents may also view
early marriage as a survival strategy that copes with growing economic concerns, protects girls
from sexual assault, preserves virginity, protects the honour of the family, a é?es rape.
Insurgent organisations and militants in Nigeria's Borno Kingdom have systemati¢dlly kidnapped

and trafficked women and girls, using rape, forced marriage, am@v as "weapons of

O

Human Rights Watch stated that early marriage is still c@on in Nigeria because state and

warfare"?3.

federal governments have not effectively enforce%% designed to stop it. On the African
continent, Nigeria has some of the lowest ’bearly marriage. While the federal toddler
Rights Act, forbids marriage before thg@of 18, many clauses in the Nigerian constitution
appear to conflict with this prohi%(gca\States having Islamic jail systems have likewise not
embraced the federal law or .\$—year—old marriageable age. Certain states in the South that
have accepted this role Qnot done enough to implement it. It is unacceptable that Nigerian
girls are still bei@c d into child marriages over ten years after the Child Rights Act was
overturned. @s in Nigeria need to move quickly to enact, enforce, and harmonise current
laws Ws&h/%é requirements of the Child Rights Act, which prohibits marriage before the age of

eighteen and safeguards the rights of women.

The Nigerian constitution, the African constitution on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, and

the United Nations convention on the Rights of the Child all prohibit early marriage and affirm
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that 18 is the legal age of majority. They also guarantee a child's right to be free from coercion

and violence, as well as their right to health care and education?.

Nigeria may have to quickly harmonise its laws in order to abide by international law. The Child
Rights Act, the Human Rights Act, and other laws should be implemented by all governments to
protect minors from marriage. To guarantee that the law is implemented effecti\h& and to
penalise noncompliance, the federal government and state governments that ha@'\plied with

it must develop a strong action plan. &QJ

In Nigeria, early marriage is a frequent practice with root% stomary, economical,
nonreligious, and criminal contexts that disproportionately i omen and girls. Nigeria has
some of the lowest rates of underage marriage on theQ{ri an continent. In its improvement
document, the 2020 UN improvement software sai 43% of Nigerian women between the
ages of 20 and 24 were married before turn@. Women experience profound and enduring
effects from child marriage at some tifn@beir lives. It robs them of the ability to make their
own decisions about their lives, @tferes with their education, exposes them to abuse and

prejudice, and limits thei%@\gto fully engage in the economic, political, and social spheres®.

Under both Africal@ international human rights law, the Nigerian government has an
obligation to prot inors from being forced into marriage. Nonetheless, conflicting views on
violent c@ and defensive children from marriage are maintained by Nigeria's federal and
kingdob(aws. Infant marriage is prohibited by the federal Toddler Rights Act, which is in line
with Nigerian regulations and the United Nations Conference on the Rights of the Child and the
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. However, regardless of her age of

marriage, any married female is defined as having reached the age of majority under a

contradicting language in section 29(4)(b) of Nigeria's charter. The Child Rights Act has not yet
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been enacted in eleven of Nigeria's thirty-six states. In addition, traditional and Islamic laws in a
few northern states permit damaging customs like child marriage and female genital mutilation,
even though Nigeria is a signatory to important international human rights agreements.
According to recent evaluations, 78% of women in the few northern states get married before

turning?®., \
2.1.2 Early Marriage in Borno State QQ

In most developing countries, early child marriage is a social practice.’&ot of daughters and
sons are married off against their will in Borno state and other % igeria. These young
girls' aspirations are dashed and their illuminating endeay. e disregarded after they are
married off. But it is concerning since early marriage is Eﬁta custom," a "tradition," and a part
of people's "culture" to the average Borno persor&fact, the average Borno person views
premature marriage as a source of pride. T@ority of Borno parents consider it typical for
their kids, especially their daughters, f?\&g young. It is expected that they would have the
good fortune to see and raise th @ndkids while they are still in their prime. Even so, this
belief is being eroded by @ of modernity. Regretfully, the practice does not seem to be
decreasing among‘th thnic norms of the tribes in Borno state, despite modernization and
civilization o th@nty-ﬁrst century. Sadly, most younger girls in Borno no longer have an
opinion ab tting married young. They are able to acknowledge that they were created to
supporwlr spouses, even in the absence of opportunities to pursue more education or career

advancement. Untimely pregnancy frequently has a detrimental effect on their health, especially

because local communities typically lack access to quality healthcare?’.

As a result, most young individuals' dreams of becoming extraordinary professionals are

practically dashed when they find themselves enticingly married to a few partners who,

30



unbeknownst to them, can actually do them harm. The less developed half is socially
disadvantaged since they lack formal education, appropriate healthcare, the opportunity to
socialise with various individuals, and a personal destiny. The need for scholarly analysis of this
issue stems from the necessity of issuing a clear call to action for everyone to take action in order

to stem the tide of this societal disaster?®, \
Motives for Early Marriage in Borno 02

According to several of the literature reviews that have been done t far, there are a few

reasons why early marriage is common in Borno State and otl% ern parts of Nigeria.

QQ

Financial Reasons
2

Several of these explanations include the following:

One of the main factors underlying early ma %’&)oveﬂy. In a place where poverty is acute, a
young girl may be seen as a financial b.us&d\ue to her marriage to a much older or even elderly
man—a custom common to the Ninga\people who make up the Borno kingdom. Premature
marriage is considered in the§®text5 as a way to prioritise one's own family life and may
even be justified as safe}@dmg the interests of the lady and her unborn child. Because the
bride-rate is for @,h‘[er, the intended husband's family may transport animals from the
groom or his @ily in the Borno social order. An examination of five severely impoverished
commy i% in Borno revealed that immature females are being married off to excellent older
men from villages that are more likely to experience disasters. In Borno, poor families are
persuaded to part with girls under the pretence of marriage in order to reduce the probability that

they will become prostitutes. Now that Nigeria is experiencing financial difficulties and a lack of

confidence, the situation has gotten worse'3. A recent UNICEF study shows that, even in those
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population businesses that don't typically coach it, financial hardship is fueling an increase in
early marriage in North-East Nigeria as a whole. Men are delaying marriage due to a lack of
manners, and households are becoming anxious about the possibility of their daughters becoming

pregnant outside of marriageluck®’. As a result, any early marriageable age may be seized.

Since every academic examined for this study agrees that poverty is a major factor %he early
marriage of women and children, it is reasonable to assume that the Bornu k@l is not an
exception. The neighbourhood areas of Bornu are the most affected b)\th untry's chronic
poverty, since most people there fight just to survive. The maj of parents who earn
insufficient income to maintain their normal lives and take car@he r younger daughter choose
to force her into marriage. Women experience the pain frog’ it because, at the age of ten or
younger, they often marry against their will. On the @hand, in cases where the child's parents
are facing severe financial hardships, their 1 daughters are often viewed as a burden by
their extended family. As a result, the @s may decide to marry her off to an elderly guy
when she is much younger, whiché‘{&lieve some of the family's financial strain. However,
marrying off the woman's c@ill be seen as a means of boosting the family's income. In
Borno's traditional com Qr, the groom's family usually gives various goods and currency to
the bride's famil(’ﬂ}@x&

order to acqui ide-wealth, which is regarded as a source of income for the family?°.

The P%@%on Aspect

fore, poor families are more likely to marry off their daughters early in

One way to ensure a girl spouse is "protected" is to place her under the firm control of her
would-be husband. This is done by training her to be submissive to her husband and work hard to
impress her in-laws' family. It also ensures that the children she bears are "valid" and that ties of

affection between couples do not weaken the circle of relative’s unit. In actuality, the mother and
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father may believe that their daughter would be safer and happier in the care of an ordinary male
guardian. For instance, in the war-torn state of Borno, some families marry their younger
daughters to members of the armed forces as a means of preserving family honour or providing
comfortable "safety" for both the woman and herself. The ability to avoid premarital sex is a
crucial incentive for marrying women young. Many societies prize virginity before marriage and
this will occur itself in some of activities aimed to ‘protect’ a lady from uns Qéed sexual
hobby. They essentially amount to severe restrictions placed on the woman. Fdt“example, she
can be excluded from social interactions with people outside of her @ You could tell her
what she can and cannot wear. In Northern Nigeria in particu %ge may also refer to the
practice of female genital mutilation (FGM), which invc@ rgically removing the clitoris
(excision) or restricting access to the vagina (infib la@n order to limit sexual pleasure and
temptation. In many cultures, parents pull their n out of college as soon as they become
menstrual out of concern that they may be ﬁ\oxd to male professors or researchers and thus put

X
them in danger. CO\
S

All of these customs are mea@rotect women from men's advances in sexuality, but marriage
appears to offer the highe el of "safety" to concerned parents. In other words, a female loses
her adolescence Q‘%\Sh marries young. The concept of an adolescent period between puberty
and maturit%éreign to many traditional communities. A menstruating woman is 'a lady' since

she is bw)gk of bearing a child3'.

The impartial sense of self that a woman may also develop early childhood is perceived as
undesirable in many settings. In these civilizations, girls are valued, but for their own personal
protection, they could also have to submit to the wishes of their husbands, fathers, and sons.

Therefore, if they aren't today, they should be held accountable.
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Furthermore, the Borno catastrophe has reinforced the male social safety roles while also raising
the amount of perceived and actual risk for women and girls. This combination has led to rising
rates of forced and underage marriage, as well as marriage being seen as a way to safeguard
young women and girls. In order to reduce the size of the family and obtain financial
compensation from the groom, infant marriage is also being utilised as a coping mechanism for

declining resources, primarily prolonged displacement. Before the latest war ev;an , young

marriage started to become an option for women. Due to security concernsj, teeffdge girls have
been exposed to multiple forms of violence, have limited access to res@% and have restricted
access to information and services. For instance, from Augus o%mber 2016, 43% of the
aforementioned GBV cases were infant survivors. This in hat GBV and baby protection
(CP) actors must collaborate to address and preve tkb%ious forms of GBV that affect both

girls and boys, such as harassment, sexual abuse ild marriage*.

N

Due to the shift in gender roles brought@ by the conflict, female-headed families now have
the primary responsibility for secu&‘é?\xe financial stability of their own families. As a result,
girls have had to take on ad@l tasks that have historically not been theirs during times of
war. The new idea of la &men is becoming a major issue, according to the experiences of the
researchers who ('e\:dﬁsing this topic of observation. The lack of males in reproductive age
may be paﬁ}s@y noticeable in places like Alabama, where men are either dead or in captivity,
or the%{a/%’been abducted and recruited by the Boko Haram cult. Together with this situation,

there is a growing trend of women who have survived rape, early marriage, and other abuses to

want a primary residence.

Circle of Relatives Alliances
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Marriage is traditionally a union of two families, and some parents encourage their lady-children
to marry in order to strengthen relationships within their family circle. A few weddings in Borno
and in fact all of Africa are considered as a technique of strengthening the bonds among
households or settling disputes. These young women are quickly coerced into marriage, which is

a wonderful strategy to prevent them from running away or becoming pregnant at th&parents'

Lack of Expertise and a Poor Educational History &QJ
Parental illiteracy is a major contributing factor to the early mar%@ girls. This is the case

because some parents believe that their girls are secure fro ce and sexual assault even if

house. In the majority of situations, the young people are already engaged?**.

they marry off young. this is enhanced with the truth thag@r of Borno inhabitants nonetheless
lack schooling. As a result, they are exposed to a &societal superstitions and myths about
early child marriage that have been passed a@rom generation to generation. The timing and
type of marriage union in Bornu are si'@tly influenced by parental education. According to
the majority of students refere.nc&céhis review, parents who lack information tend to divorce
their children earlier tha @ who do. In an attempt to protect their daughter without
understanding the ‘ris involved, parents who lack education are more likely to think that

to &

teaching a girl- @is a waste of money and that marriage is the best option. They are also led

to believe t
QJ‘%

more a}ﬁydable. Since many of them continue to hold onto their antiquated views, many of them

ining a male requires fewer resources than training a girl, making it safer and

are unaware of the effects of early baby marriage®*.

Worry of Unintended Pregnancy
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Pregnancy before marriage is often frowned upon by the traditional Borno tribes. Because of this,
the majority of families aim to marry off their female children before they become unmarried
parents. According to a report from the majority of the articles analysed here, unmarried girls are
seen as a liability to the respect of their family, and in order to ensure the chastity and virginity
of the bride, they may be married off at a young age in order to avoid bringing shamg upon the
family. Thus, society has become increasingly sexually conscious. When childre Ql&ctlo reach
adulthood well before marriage, they have a propensity to become in@@and become
pregnant, which brings disgrace to their own family. In order to av «wbmen from bringing

shame to their family, most families marry off their children at %age. This is an effective

strategy to prevent them from developing sexual skill could lead to an unplanned

pregnancy>. 6,§
Gender Inequality ’b
O

It is evident that many rural areas in B tion have long-standing patriarchal traditions that
favour male over female chilc.ire .@&ple frequently believe that although girl children are not
successful and should onl @ed as future brides, boy children are. These female children's
parents do not prgv’i&lem with the same educational chances as their male counterparts.
Conversely, tl%@t be indiscriminately married off at a young age?®.

O
\¥

The Fear of Witchcraft

One of the biggest reasons for early marriage in Borno state is the fear that jealous family
members will use witchcraft to prevent a mature woman from marrying you. The prevailing
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belief is that witches and wizards have no reason to dislike the advancement of their own family
members. As a result, these witches and wizards, who may be close relatives but are afraid of
their patients' progress, may stop suitors from proposing marriage to their daughters. Many

people give their daughters in marriage before it's necessary in order to prevent this®.
Disaster and Displacement (Part 1) \

Due to the lack of food, clean water, medical supplies, and sleeping materi ictims in the
Internally Displaced People camps in Borno endure hazardous condition&&llowing the invasion
of villages and the murder of nearby farmers by Boko-Haram, I@ 7and Fulani herdsmen.
Teenage girls who had been uprooted by the conflict and iving in camps for internally
displaced people were at the receiving end of even more@ﬁip during some of these. Because
of the extreme poverty that exists inside the camps,& of them are being married off to men
who are old enough to be their fathers. In ad&@, it has been reported favourably in a number
of the examined papers that girls as yoﬁ%@g leven had been married off to males as old as forty
or older at an IDP camp in ]?o @fd other northern components®’. They said the girls were
married off because they d@\noney for food, clean water, or drugs to sleep on. When Boko
Haram raided their Vilﬁﬁe majority of the females lost their husbands, leaving them without

[ ]
anyone to su o®r houses. Their only choice was to marry their daughters as soon as the

chance pres itself.

@

2.1.3 Overview of the Nature of Programmes being Implemented by the NGOs to Address

Early Marriage and Gender Based Violence

For the purposes of this study, we examined the types of projects that non-governmental

organisations are putting in place to address gender-based violence and early marriage. The
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National Agency for Prohibition of Traffic in Persons (NAPTIP), the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), the GBV Sub Working Group, the Alliances for Africa (AfA) Mission,
and Save the Children are among the NGOs that should be taken into consideration. The kind of
programming they have put in place to combat gender-based violence and early marriage include
community initiatives, school-based programmes, media interventions, a multi-secto&pproach,

creating a national action plan, and advocating for gender equality and so on. Q
2.1.3.1 Multisectoral Responses &Q/

In order to achieve national, regional, and international deadlines @ninaﬁng child marriage,
governments must show leadership, coordinate the efforts s departments and agencies,

and move more quickly to implement multisectoral resp .

Government ministries, nonprofit organisations,@ community organisations collaborate to
address the various causes and effects of %ﬁarriage and make decisions about how best to
g

to eliminating child marriage. Governments must

°
handle them as part of a multisector@
start by creating a national actic@@d in order to ensure that all sectors are working together and
that they have the resoume@essary to respond appropriately. The national and local settings

should inform multi\ ?%al approaches to child marriage. Actors from the following industries

must be invol%d:

* Heal Q’b

* Justice

* Education

* Protection of children

* Democracy, rights and governance
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* Economic growth, livelihoods and workforce development
* Crisis and humanitarian conflicts

* Food security and nutrition

* Agriculture and the environment

* Youth participation and girls' empowerment. Q\

The program's supporters contend that efforts to prevent child marriage ha@o frequently
been created without cross-ministerial or sectoral coordination. Colla % amongst sectors is

necessary due to the interconnected causes and effects of %namage. For instance,

community involvement, social norm modification, rotectlon—mcludmg social
protection—are necessary to support health, educatiopb legal reform. Roughly 7.5 million
child weddings annually, or 20,000 child marr%éevery day, occur when the parties are
younger than the legal minimum age. Naﬁ&%k%ws against child marriage are undermined by

[ )
lax enforcement, a break from custo@

safety from foreign violence l%%the practice’®,

liefs, and the perception of financial security and

This is due to the fact tﬁsb?proﬁle line ministries like women's and children's departments
have typically be '&@ge of intervening in child marriage. These ministries typically lack the
authority to meetings, the funding, and the responsibility to plan responses across
govem@ﬁore powerful ministries, especially the ministries of finance and justice, must be
involved in managing multi-sectoral responses to guarantee that all pertinent sectors are
equitably and sufficiently supported to plan, influence, and implement their responses as part of a

coordinated response.
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Early marriage ought to be the main focus of national development strategies and objectives.
National action plans that address the needs of married girls and put an end to child marriage are
necessary for cross-sectoral actions to be mutually helpful. Effective intervention
implementation is facilitated by national action plans, which supervise the distribution of
financial and human resources and offer venues for information exchange. With disti&ct}ines of

responsibility, indicators, and procedures for monitoring and reporting, inteerrQw re also

more accountable’®. &< ,

National action plans can help to promote efficient coordinati implementation of
multisectoral responses to early marriage. Fair and sufﬁcient@$o achieve the ambitious
progress required by the SDGs and the AU commitmet@ end child marriage. « Multiple
partnerships to engage key stakeholders across s t@lcluding community, religious, and
customary leaders and well-established wo@ights organizations. Too frequently, child
marriage and girl difficulties receive iqa@te funding, are assigned to low priority ministries,
and lack sufficient duration to shov«\%u\lts. Studies reveal that the people most impacted by
reductions in public investmeﬁb{&l government revenue are women and girls. ¢ Accountability
for guaranteeing qualiteramme delivery and ensuring that an improved legal and policy
climate translate{m}ﬁer outcomes for women and girls. Finance and Justice Ministers need
to take on th@e of champions for girls and eliminating child marriage. Effective and open
monite@/@nd reporting on progress, as well as inclusive and participatory accountability
systems, are necessary to hold leaders, donors, and institutions accountable. Encouraging multi-
stakeholder engagement and a legal and policy framework are crucial for ensuring that women

and girls are aware of their rights and can access accountability mechanisms. Education and

empowerment programmes are necessary for this. The minimum legal age for marriage should
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be set at eighteen, and efforts should be made to harmonise regional and national legislation. In
order to successfully implement these laws, they should also involve leaders of communities,
religions, and customs in their advocacy for the social and behavioural changes that are required.
Proposed child marriages can be identified and prevented with the use of regulatory measures,

such as the requirement for birth registration and the removal of registration barriers®.

2.1.3.2 Promoting Gender Equality Programme OQ

One essential component of violence prevention is the advancement g%egd(r equality. The
conscious endeavour of both state and non-state actors to treat d women equally in
matters pertaining to their lives is known as gender equali There is a complicated link
between gender and violence. However, research indicate® gender disparities make it more
likely for men to abuse women and make it more @t for those who are impacted to seek
help*!. This briefing focuses on intimate pa lence, which is the most prevalent type of
violence against women. Evidence sugga@gat school, community, and media interventions can
promote gender equality and decr@‘&%lence against women by dispelling beliefs that give

men control over women, wh@re study is necessary in this area.

We cannot successfully\stop child marriage or provide married girls with adequate support to
.
reach their full &e}ﬁal if we do not address the underlying disparities that contribute to the
danger of b% nder-based violence and child marriage**. Marriage and financial stability for
girls aMeir families are intimately related because of gender norms that limit girls' ability to
earn a living and customs like bride prices and dowry payments. Social norms that restrict girls'
chances and expose them to violence must change, and girls themselves must be given the
authority to make decisions that impact their lives’. Girls must also be empowered to overcome

barriers to obtaining critical health, economic livelihood, nutrition, and education services.
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2.1.3.3 School-based Interventions

School-based interventions aim to tackle gender norms and equality at a young age, prior to the
deepening of gender preconceptions in children and teens (7, 13, 14, 15). Several programmes
have been created to address sexual abuse, dating violence, and gender norms among adolescents
and young adults. These aim to challenge gender stereotypes and norms, lower the preyalence of
dating violence, and raise awareness of intimate partner violence. They either t male peer
groups or male and female youth together. Assessments of these initia Veglwicate that they
have the potential to enhance awareness regarding dating viole ] amellorate attitudes

%dlrected towards women

towards it. While their efficacy in decreasing instances of act

has not been consistently proven, evaluations have predo@nﬂy concentrated on immediate

results. ber
2.1.3.4 Community Interventions ®%

In order to lessen gender inequali xgg munity initiatives typically focus on women's
empowerment, enhancing their eo%%smc status (via microfinance programmes, for example),
and altering gender stere@}hd norms. The majority of these projects' implementations have
been in developing n%s ike Nigeria. Some community projects deal only with male peer
[ ]
groups, focusin@ masculinity, gender norms, and violence, even if the majority of
programme ge women (alone or with males). This reflects a growing recognition of the
signiﬁ%e of involving men and boys in interventions to stop violence against women as well

as to rethink conceptions of masculinity centered on control and dominance*?.

2.1.3.5 Media Interventions
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Media interventions reach a broad audience and bring about social change through the
employment of radio, television, the internet, newspapers, magazines, and other printed materials.
Their objectives are to improve understanding, question beliefs, and alter behaviour. Through
public discourse and social interaction, media interventions can also change social norms and
values such as the notion that aggression is a hallmark of masculinity. The effectiveness of media
campaigns in raising awareness of intimate partner violence and changing a Q%’owards
gender norms has been demonstrated, but less is known about their capacity t0"lower violent
behaviour because it can be challenging to gauge possible drops 1n®&ece levels linked to
media interventions. However, research indicates that the m t effective media interventions

start with an awareness of the audience's behaviour and 1n\@ members in the intervention's
development*. ’b

2.1.4 A Review of the Impact of the N@ogrammes on the Fight Against Early

Marriage &

Physical Support for the Well- be C?Gll‘l Child

The primary goal of pr §®1y51cal support for the well-being of girls is to preserve their

sexual and reproductlve ealth. To this aim, it is important to make sure that girls and boys get
education about %/\eproductlon and the associated dangers from an early age. It highlights
that the be to safeguard children from sexual activity is through education rather than
"ignorangg plus early marriage." It suggests that teenagers, regardless of gender, need to get sex
education and be able to obtain reproductive health treatments without encountering opposition.
There is hesitation or even a taboo against discussing sex in many African and Asian cultures.
This stokes concerns that sex education will promote intercourse and pregnancy at a young age.

Sex education does not lead to promiscuity, as evidenced by the efforts of UNAIDS, Save the
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Children, the National Human Rights Commission, and other NGOs. Nevertheless, it takes time
to dispel these myths. Research indicates that in nations where traditional sexual protection
mechanisms are collapsing and HIV is becoming a major threat to girls' lives, keeping quiet

about sex does not prevent teenage pregnancy. Girls contract HIV twice as frequently as boys do,

N\

Since more schools are now willing to teach about sex and family life as a counteract

with over half of new infections occurring in those aged 15 to 244,

gender-based violence and early marriage, this rising acceptance needs &&qﬁforced. Youth-

focused programming on this subject is also important. Education i Is, including sexual
0

health and negotiation, is being offered in youth groups, c@ s, newsletters, and radio
broadcasts. The experience of Uganda's Nuguru Teenage H Information Service in Kampala

demonstrates how eager young people are to learn @ues relating to sex. Organisations in
Nigeria are working to duplicate comparable @areness campaigns®.

Education for Self-determination and\ ectual Advancement

There has been a surge in campai @ﬁpporﬁng the idea that learning and education are essential
for girls to advance. Ther @everal reasons, both personal and familial as well as broader
social and economic, %encourage parents to keep their girls in school and make sure they
o \
acquire a basic educafion, as is their right. One such motive is to delay marriage. Early marriage
is relativelny on in Borno state and many northern communities in Nigeria. However, they
currenMve another similarity, which is their increasing acceptance that this has contributed to
the phenomenon: they have both placed a high value on education for both men and women.

This is as a result of increased demand and focus from people, NGOs, and government

organizations. Due to this, men and women now view their responsibilities and potential
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differently, and there is more support for women's rights than there was previously in this

region®.

Non-formal education can assist girls who have missed out on formal schooling to make up for
the intellectual and personal development that comes with education. These kinds of initiatives
may directly affect early marriage. When these kinds of activities were first introd&d in the
Kenyan region of Samburu in the 1990s, early marriage rates decreased a men's self-
expression increased. NGOs have made it a priority to replicate this in&ig(giy starting in the

northeast, home of Borno state. O

Making schools more girl-friendly has also been a focus o@orts to close gender gaps in
education. Creating schools near communities will help @s feel less concerned about their
daughters' safety. Other ideas include hiring more@e teachers, enhancing the curriculum's
relevance and teaching standards, providin ‘ﬂ% e schedules to help girls take care of their
homes, providing in-school child care, @fsing male teachers who approach female students,
and having separate restrooms for@&/c?and girls1. Additional tactics to boost girls' education
include offering financial re@& to parents who keep their daughters in school, expanding
after-school programm Qirls who drop out, involving communities in school administration,
and launching a@%gg%raising campaigns about the value of girls' education. Resistance to

girls' educati n dissolve remarkably quickly in situations where such attempts are made,

even i?b(e%traditional settings*6.

Adolescent rights, reproductive health, early marriage, dowries, marriage registration, and
divorce procedures are all topics that NGOs working with teenagers in the northeast are
attempting to incorporate into their curricula9. In order to help females reclaim the adolescence

they have lost; the Centre for Mass Education in Science (CMES) runs a unique initiative that
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provides them with life-oriented education. They are urged to continue attending meetings,
gaining leadership experience, and delaying marriage until they are at least 19 years old after
graduation. In a collaborative gender project, boys and husbands have been invited to participate

in solidarity groups because male support is necessary*’.
Emergency Aid as well as Support for Mental Health \

When girls and women experience acute marital hardship, their only option is fr@ ly to fleeS.
Many fugitives from Northern Nigeria wind up in impoverished urba&e ¢ Although their
activities are typically limited to towns and cities, some local NGO ved in this field have
started helping these girls and womenl. Girls who flee abusive marriages require
immediate assistance, as do those who flee from paren&w are pressuring them into an
unwelcome union or punishing them for dating@’bone else without their consent. The
Federation of Woman Lawyers, for instanca@ these girls in finding justice and safety in
Southern Nigeria. Mums who dare to.asg' them despite the stigma are often instrumental in

AN
organising their rescue. Q’\c?

Scholarships for School%@bnal Education

Assuming that paga@grimary motivation for not sending their daughters to school was
financial har hl&}here has been a rise in the number of people and non-governmental
organisati Os) offering school scholarships to 40 girls. The students receive fees and free
books,\ahﬁ their parents receive some sort of reimbursement for the loss of their daughters'
domestic and agricultural labor. The school schedule has also been modified to allow for shorter

school days®.

Unofficial Education
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Since their parents want them to work, many rural girls in Borno, as well as other parts of
Nigeria, have no opportunity for an official education. In order to offer these girls an opportunity
to improve their self-worth, self-assurance, and life skills, the "New Horizons" initiative was
created in 1997. Curriculum professionals and local NGOs created the programme, which
comprises of 100 meticulously planned sessions covering life skills such as rights and duties,
nutrition, health, first aid, reproductive health, puberty, marriage, and violence a Qw men67.
Simple resources and techniques, such as posters, songs, plays, and discussiQs;Qe used by the
local educator. The parents of the girls enrolled in the initiative @&shown support and
enthusiasm for their child's reading development. Girls' enroll ‘% in primary schools have
increased, and attitudes on the relative value of boys r@s have started to shift. After
receiving benefits, close to 15,000 girls took their n%@uired knowledge home to assist their
>

mothers in learning about their rights. ’b
Boy Participation in the Campaign A.g& ender-Based Violence and Early Marriage

Adolescent boy scouts in Kenya, EQ@’ and Egypt are empowered by an innovative project to
advocate for and defend chil@rights, particularly the right to education for girls, which is a
crucial deterrent against,child marriage. Their awareness of social responsibility grows as a result
of the project's @a ement to take action to advance and defend the rights of others,
especially gi bﬁach youngster gathers information on the children's health, education, and
hygierﬁs\f%\ ten nearby homes after completing his training. They give each home information
on a range of topics, such as the value of education for girls, in exchange. After that, they keep
an eye on each household's development. One province is the pilot project's location. If
successful, 10,000 boy scouts are expected to eventually reach over 500,000 people and 100,000

houses. Plans are underway to duplicate these kinds of actions in Nigeria as awareness grows*®,
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The greatest services are offered by women's and community-based organisations, yet they are
frequently challenged for damaging cultural values, operate in secrecy, and receive little funding
from established institutions. In developed nations, refuges, therapy, and other forms of help may
be available to women and girls who are victims of abuse; but, in less developed nations like
Ethiopia, Bangladesh, or Pakistan, these services are few. Nonetheless, in the underdeveloped
world, there are organisations that provide women who have fled abusive marria Q%t a place
to stay and counselling. For instance, the NGO Musasa assists women in Zimbabw®€ achieve their
own independence by offering counselling, employment support, te asylum, and other

services. Of course, many girls choose not to flee. However, giE]: @ung women who choose

to stay in their marriages can gain from other people's sup

therapy, and other means. 6’§
O

Backing for Enhanced Financial Standing @

ugh local women's clubs, peer

Poverty is intimately linked to early m e and is exacerbated by it. In an effort to provide
adolescent females a higher statuséqc?\reater control over their lives, including their marriage
prospects, certain initiatives @ncentrated on enhancing their financial circumstances. Some
strategies are to provid Qihood skills training, assist young people entering the workforce,
and make sure m@%}%not a requirement to be eligible for programmes like savings clubs and
microcredit ms. Young women's engagement into the export clothing sector in Zimbabwe
has in&Qagﬁ their value in the eyes of their families and prospective husbands. Even with their
hard working conditions and long work hours, the majority of garment workers are able to
negotiate some autonomy with their own families as a result of their income, and many anticipate

getting married eventually. Their experience of financial independence later on boosts their

confidence as wives. A scheme in Egypt has improved the girls' ability to earn money while
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assisting them in resisting early marriage for those who live in the Magattam waste colony
outside of Cairo. They can avoid sorting trash and acquire skills, money, and self-worth by
working on embroidered projects, rug-making, and paper recycling. A cash incentive of E£500
(US$132.45) is offered to females who choose to marry later in life and who do so voluntarily in

order to promote delayed and voluntary marriage®.

Higher family income lowers the rate of early marriage on a broader social leve %gher living
standard frees up funds for girls' education and lessens the need for gj,ltyrs' labour. The
advancement of women's career prospects in non-servile professio in delaying marriage

%based frameworks for

and advancing girls' education. The establishment of c

overseeing essential services, including healthcare, contr@ to the dismantling of customs

surrounding women. E ’b

For instance, these have been employed in ’Q a means of promoting opposition to early
marriage and FGM. Approximately 40 'H%n births, or one-third of all births worldwide, go
unreported each yearl,13. A kid is %gc?ss to stop violations of their age-related rights without a
birth certificate. The 1nadequ®b h registration systems in nations where the rule on the legal
minimum age of marri g disregarded encourage early marriage8—10. Likewise, hundreds
more unions ren’@ﬁ orded, robbing women of their marital rights, including the right to
inherit pro@ Programmes that encourage birth and marriage registration through the
leadergi“%% local communities and religions ought to be supported. For instance, proof that a
marriage is neither forced or polygamous and participation at a reproduction session are
prerequisites for marriage registration in some areas of Kenya. Reviewing civil and customary
law in the context of globally recognised human rights norms regarding marriage necessitates

government action. For instance, rules that restrict adolescents' access to services like
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reproductive health should be lifted. The judiciary, legislators, and law enforcement should
receive the necessary training in order to uphold the law and promote a culture of rights.
Internationally, the CEDAW and CRC Committees ought to keep concentrating on consent and
the age of marriage, and they ought to demand that rules against early marriage be upheld. Early

marriage should also be taken into consideration in follow-up efforts to the Bei{%-hosted

n>".

Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995 and the 2000 UN Special Session Of%m

Growth in Advocacy &QJ

It's common knowledge that marriage is a private and delicate alking about sexual
connections, especially between a husband and wife, has hist@lly considered taboo in many
Asian and African societies. But shifting attitudes and the I@pandemic have started to weaken
these taboos. Teens are clamouring for the freedo%@scuss and learn about private issues5.
Encouraging advocacy at all societal levels, ially at the household and community level
to influence attitudes, is essential to ha&;@ the end of early marriage, especially in traditional
rural societies and ethnic groups W%Qc? is customary to marry young. It is important to inform
religious and community lee@’n the advantages of delaying marriage for wives, husbands,

families, and communities:Ngovernment employees and others who serve as role models should

also be involved.Q:\\'

National ad@/ campaigns can take various forms:

> }ﬁﬁﬁng for an increase in the legal age of marriage; alternatively, more crucially, making
sure that the legal age of marriage is implemented, based on suggestions from the UN
Special Session on Women (Beijing+5) in 2000.

» Advancing a successful system for registering births, marriages, and deaths
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> Establishing small-scale research projects to investigate the effects of early marriage and
disseminating the results.

> Raise awareness through social mobilisation involving national opinion leaders,
lawmakers, women's networks, and community leaders, as well as national and
worldwide Women's Days.

> collaborating with the media and other avenues of communication to hi@e rights

of women, such as equality, educational opportunities, and freedom from discrimination

and exploitation. é

> Collaborating with guys to encourage a shift in mind .ﬁ‘national organizations—
both non-governmental and govemmental—can@ will support these advocacy
initiatives by providing financial support a g@ guidance in a range of specialised

fields. However, more of these ki{d@ projects are required as they are still

comparatively rare®!. Q
R

2.1.5 Existing Challenges Encounter\ed by the NGOs in their Fight against Early Marriage

N
SN

Children continue to exx ce a variety of forms of abuse despite the many legal tools used on

in Borno State.

a national and W@e evel to combat child abuse. This may be related to several things, such
as: ’66

- \l&cient Implementation of Laws and Policies
A multitude of laws and policies have been established to safeguard and direct matters of child
abuse. Laws, however, are only effective when duly implemented and enforced by the necessary
authorities. A large disparity between the goals and results as a result of poor execution has

rendered the passed laws and policies laughable. In Nigeria's instance, this is partially explained
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by the fact that none of the federation's states have ratified the Child Rights Act of 2003 (CRA).
States that passed the Children's Readiness Act (CRA) have seen a proliferation of child abuse
cases as a result of relevant bodies' inadequate commitment to implementing the law's provisions.
This is related to the cost that will be incurred in order to enforce the CRA's rules. The provision
of facilities, such as courts and schools, as well as manpower, such as judges, law enforcement
officers, magistrates, and employees of non-governmental organisations, will@ce ary for
the CRA to be implemented smoothly and successfully. QJ
¢\
O

These individuals will also need to undergo training on child pr e@aws, procedures, and the
proper channels for seeking redress. In cases where the gl@ are the ones doing the abuse,
some examined scholarly work here asserted that iorial bottlenecks are also related to or
experienced in the legal system when seekin% &his is because the youngster is unable to
initiate legal action on their own and i épendent on their guardians for court support.
Furthermore, people are discouraged@ coming forward and reporting abuse incidents due to
the length and deadlines of d‘e\%% process. Technicalities in the legal system can prevent
justice from being serve@u h can occasionally result in the perpetrator winning the case’?.

Because there is @on that they can get away with any action they take due to a number of

technicalities,bclu ing insufficient evidence, this does not deter perpetrators from carrying out

It is noteworthy that child abuse has remained widespread. This relates to the reporting that
victims and their families have done. This underreporting is a result of ignorance fostered by

certain cultural behaviours and attitudes that violate children's rights and, as a result, promote
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abuse. Because these cultural practices are accepted in the community, a sizable portion of
people are ignorant that they violate children's rights and are considered abuse. Supporting this
perspective is the evidence that many detrimental cultural attitudes and practices, especially
those that affect girls, have been practiced for a long time. For example, early child marriage,
tribal markings, female genital mutilations, and tattoos are considered to be a part of their culture
and practice. Therefore, it is imperative to emphasise that the cultural rationalis Qﬁnultiple

forms of abuse that are associated with cultural norms, as well as the victim§™reluctance to

disclose their experiences—in this case, children—have proven detrim@&) both the long-term

O

2.1.6 Gender-Based Violence Q

welfare of the child and the country as a whole™.

Violence against a person because of their ge entity, biological sex, or perceived
conformity to socially constructed standard@fgasculinity and femininity. It encompasses
coercion, threats, arbitrary deprivations Q&rty, physical, sexual, and psychological abuse, as
well as economic deprivation that @ct%e place in a public or private setting. GBV can happen

at any stage of life and takes @ﬁfferen‘[ forms.

N

Social norms and pox;vg%wnamics are intricately linked to the patterns and prevalence of gender-
based violence @3

breach of rights, but it also profoundly damages the societies it impacts, causing

owever, gender-based violence (GBV) not only constitutes a basic

psych(}b@cal distress, destroying community cohesiveness, stigmatising survivors, and
impairing developmental outcomes. Early marriages increase the risk of gender-based violence
(GBV) in the northeast Nigeria has emphasised the conclusions of multiple researchers that
emergencies worsen the global prevalence of gender-based violence. Furthermore, because of the

humanitarian crisis in the northeast, communities and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are
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still at serious risk for protection, with little access to services for GBV prevention and response

as well as reproductive health>*.

Female infanticide, child sexual abuse, forced labour and sex trafficking, sexual coercion and
abuse, neglect, domestic violence, elder abuse, and destructive traditional practices like honour

murders, early and forced marriage, and female genital mutilation/cutting are among &types of

gender-based violence (GBV), as are. OQ

Violence against an individual based on their gender or sexual oriewgh'd referred to as
gender-based violence. This includes acts that cause physical, men%@xual pain or suffering,
threats of such acts, coercion, or other forms of deprivation of@rty. It covers acts of physical,
sexual, and psychological abuse committed by family membeéss; members of the public, or by the

government and its institutions. These acts of Violen@ t be very diverse.

It should be noted that the phrases violence ag{@ women and sexual and gender-based violence
(SGBV) may be used in different conté@ough there are terminologies used differently, the
approaches and actions used to & &nd deal with this kind of violence are identical. While
"gender" refers to social di es that are learnt, can change over time, and can vary greatly
both within and betwee §ures,

D

between males and females. Gender is a socio-economic, cultural, and political characteristic that

"sex" refers to biologically determined and fixed differences

may be use amine how men and women behave in various settings and what their demands,
opport}siﬁes, and restraints are. drawn from Arts. 1 and 2 of the UNGA Declaration on the

Elimination of Violence Against Women, A/RES/48/104 of December 20, 1993.

One in four women who have ever been married have reported experiencing some form of
domestic violence, such as physical, emotional, or sexual abuse by their spouse or partner,

according to a UNFPA research from 2018. In 2017, thirty percent of women in the six northern
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states reported having suffered gender-based violence and/or sexual abuse, notwithstanding the
large number of instances that went unreported that year. A number of other evaluations that
have been done draw attention to the concerning and concerning susceptibilities of women,
particularly young girls and women, to increased risk of GBV. These vulnerabilities include
child employment and early marriage, which also affect boys, albeit to a lower degre Intimate
partner violence, or domestic violence, accounted for 44% of the circumstances g GBV

occurrences, the largest percentage. This suggests that even in settings tha< are ‘fhost suited to

safeguard women and girls, concerns about their safety and security§®5 :

Gender-based violence concerns encompass the following: Q

2.1.6.1 Harmful Traditional Practices Q

Q

Included are practices such as infanticide, sex—selec% ortion, forced marriage, child marriage,
honour or dowry killings or maiming, femal\}{@tal mutilation/cutting (FGM/C), sex-selective

neglect and abuse, and denying wb %nd girls access to economic and educational

opportunities. Aé

2.1.6.2 Sexual Violence QQ

This covers actuale 1&%% of verbal, anal, or vaginal rape that are attempted or threatened,
including ra& M marriage; forced prostitution; sexual abuse and exploitation;
transactio@%rvival sex; and sexual harassment, intimidation, and humiliation. Since 2009, the
prevalence of sexual violence has increased by 7.7%. Major problems still surround rape, sexual
assault, and exploitation, particularly the rape of minors (13). For example, 46% of violations for
which survivors sought treatment between August and December of 2016 involved rape. In
October 2016, Human Rights Watch (HRW) published a report that included specific instances

of sexual assault and rape committed by military personnel and government agents, including
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soldiers, camp leaders, police officers, and vigilante groups. For instance, women and girls in
numerous IDP camps in Borno have reported engaging in transactional or survival sex for a
number of reasons, such as obtaining food aid and the ability to enter and exit the camps freely.
The conditions and overpopulation in the camps and host towns restrict privacy and make it
harder to achieve human rights and dignity. Due to ongoing uncertainty and dwindling resources,
some women and girls are turning to these harmful coping techniques. Famili %&poviding
their girls to older men who they believe have the financial means of suppon@m in order to
obtain food, guarantee social security, and provide safety. Addition &‘ﬁere have been more
complaints of child prostitution in host communities and_camps. In a society where
social/economic injustices and patriarchal gender norms ha @‘ pired to diminish the status of

women, this is combined with a culture of silence’®. be

2.1.6.3 Physical Violence: comprises physicak@’blt or violence, whether actual, attempted, or
threatened; slavery and acts resembling g&ry; and trafficking. In some regions of Borno state,
Boko Haram kidnaps women and girﬁ% forces them into sexual slavery. The women and girls
are then forced into early ma\t\@s with the fighters, which results in unintended pregnancies
and war-born children. @kmg with women in the northeast, researchers have discovered a
picture of Violef\@timidation, with women being targeted more frequently for forced

marriage and apping.

2.1.6.3\&1010gical violence: comprises mistreatment and humiliation, such as taunts, harsh
and degrading treatment, making someone perform embarrassing activities, and putting limits on

their freedom of movement and liberty.

2.1.6.5 Socio-economic violence: includes social exclusion; obstructive legal procedures, such

as preventing the exercise and enjoyment of civil, social, economic, cultural, and political rights,
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particularly for women and girls; and discrimination and denial of opportunities or services

based on sex, gender, or sexual orientation.

2.1.7 NGOs Programmes and the Fight against Early Marriage in Borno State
2.1.7.1 Strategy Development Process \

The Federal Ministry of Women and Social Affairs and Development (F MW@quested and
provided instructions for the Gender Based Violence Sub-Sector Worki &roup (GBVSWQG) to
design this plan. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)%nséd a consultant in 2016 to
conduct in-depth stakeholder discussions on importa @ts of GBV in emergency
programming. The sector co-leads were included in b@\programme development process at
various stages of consultation in order to cre %fbcomprehensive humanitarian response
strategy for Nigeria. Key targets and indica@or the subsector were decided upon by GBV
partners during a consultation hosteij%d Protection Sector Working Group (PSWGQG) in

October 2016. After that, a .seQ@Xeeting was scheduled with PSWG partners to discuss
streamlining operations a%@fying target audiences’.

GBVSWG partnersﬁ\\?'%ned in December 2016 for their yearly retreat, where they evaluated
the state of % 6 response plan's execution and deliberated on the principal concerns,
requirem nd areas of focus for 2017 intervention. Together with their Abuja counterparts,
the main GBV sub sector partners from the impacted states of Borno, Adamawa, Yobe, and

Gombe attended this conference.

The initiatives outlined in the GBV subsector strategy address the HRP 2017's overarching goals.

The experiences learned during the implementation of 2016 and significant contextual
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developments—specifically, the return process, recently liberated areas, and the humanitarian
community's newfound understanding of the need for an integrated response backed by
humanitarian hubs—form the basis of this strategy. It is intended to act as a guide for service
delivery, coordination, mitigation, and prevention. This plan is dynamic and adaptable; it will be
changed in response to changes in security, accessibility, funding, and the availability of human

R

In North East Nigeria, six out of ten female respondents stated they had e e&yed one or more

resources, among other factors®’.

forms of gender-based violence, making the need to give priori@s strategy even more

urgent. In recent times, GBV, and particularly instances sexual assault, have gained
prominence. GBV prevalence was 28% nationally and 30‘@the Northeast prior to this point.

Similarly, the prevalence of sexual violence was 169& @osed to 7% across the country.

2.1.7.2 Prevention and Response: The Nrn GBYV subsector is promoting integrated
ways to address the needs of survivors. @xample, clinics for women and teenage girls have
been built inside planned humanit%é?\ubs, which also include centres for reproductive health
and maternity health. UNFP . Aﬁnished one such hub at Muna Garage. Offering a thorough
response to GBV surviv. grough clinical management of rape services, case management, and
psychological sm{;‘)o\:&%v

distribution @nity kits, which include reusable pads and clothes that are appropriate for the

ices is a component of this integrated response. procurement and

local &&, to women and girls; provision of start-up grants and other livelihood support
initiatives to vulnerable women and adolescent girls from Borno, Adamawa, and Yobe states;
and acquisition and development of skills. In Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa, key partners run safe

places that are conducive to women and girls and are geared towards them?,
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The rise in GBV case reporting and the improvement in help-seeking behaviour, particularly
among child survivors, can be attributed to outreach, communication, and discussions about
GBYV prevention and mitigation with local and traditional leaders. In order to address the needs
of GBV survivors in areas like Clinical Management of Rape (CMR), Minimum Initial Service
Package (MISP), and Mental Health & Psychosocial Support (MHPSS), among others, partners

in the sector have also supported frontline service providers' capacity enhanceme Q

A key component of the response has also been the procurement and elggg of emergency

reproductive health kits, delivery kits, rape treatment kits with p%@sure prophylaxis, and

cold chain equipment to medical facilities. Q

The Protection Sector Working Group (PSWG) has inclu the GBVSWG as a functional
component from April 2015. The PSWG coordina%’bomprehensive multi-sector strategy to
GBYV prevention and response. Additionally@ oversees and directs the national level as
well as the GBV and sexual and reprodm\&'ﬁ% health subsectors in Borno, Adamawa, Yobe, and
Gombe. In Nigeria, the GBVSW%Caaired by the Federal Ministry of Women Affairs and
Social Development (FMW@ and the corresponding line ministries at the state level.
Through the establish engf referral channels, Standard Operating Procedures, and periodic
mapping of facil@%ﬂ ervices, efforts have been made to improve coordination of the multi-
sector respa@@ the needs of GBV survivors. The GBVIMS is operational and is presently
being N&fnented to facilitate prompt data gathering, evaluation, and analysis, as well as

communication and information exchange of crucial GBV response data®’.
2.1.7.3 Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA)

In response to the growing body of evidence regarding sexual exploitation and abuse occurring

in impacted areas, the subsector created and shared an advocacy note outlining suggestions for
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relevant sectors to take in order to lessen sexual assault and harassment. A PSEA action plan was
created and implemented, with an emphasis on multi-sectoral and multi-agency execution, and
given priority within the Protection Sector. Advocacy campaigns with the different sectors,
information education and communication (campaigns), PSEA materials, and mainstreaming
documents for the sectors, IDPs, and host communities have all made progress, '3, 77. Initiatives
to increase the military's and other security personnel's capability as w %OSG of
humanitarian actors have been undertaken, along with a revision of the cur@ltj mplaints and

feedback procedure. It is being planned to create a PSEA task forck with agency and

O

2.2 Theoretical Framework Q

A\

This subject has a number of theoretical foundations that it could draw upon. Nonetheless, the

o\
Political Economy theory of marriage and the Feminist-Marxist theory were applied for the

sector focus points®.

L
purposes of this study. The following theories are examined:

S

2.2.1 The Feminist-Marxist theor@&

Q

This theory is relevant te_o Q\search since it discusses both the unfair categorization of some
members of society a\(d'\te emancipation of the feminine gender. Within the framework of our
conversation, % ight of women and girls, in particular, is related to the feminist movement
and the u@’bﬁiscrimination Marxists debate. Accordingly, the idea belongs to the conformist
feminist&arxist theoretical perspective on society and its events. Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels' theoretical frameworks are also used in the school to methodically illuminate women's
roles in society. It is maintained that social events and human behaviour within a society are
defined by the material prearrangement of the dominant social structure. A capitalist society, for

example, is organised into two classes: the bourgeois class and the proletariat, or impoverished
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class®!. The majority of women belong to the underprivileged class, which includes the
impoverished and oppressed masses. The Ruling Class or Bourgeoisie abuses and ignores this

class far too much.

One important area of sociology is called feminist theory, which changes the field's norms,
analytical framework, and present emphasis from being on the experiences and viewpoints of
men on women. In the context of social theory, feminist theory thereby illum’bcial issues,

trends, and crises that the historically dominant male would otherwise ov€rlook or misidentify.

Feminist philosophy primarily focuses on the following areas: %

O

* Objectification; * Gender-based perception and exclusi% 3
* Occupation and power N ’&

» Stereotypes and functions asS@ to gender®2.

* Inequality, both structural and economic

It is important to reme@at the goal of feminist theory has always been to promote the quest
o \'

of equality and justice by shedding light on the mechanisms that give rise to and maintain

oppression,ll@nce, and inequality in society. Many feminist theories focus on the connections

and exp\sznces that women and girls have in society because historically, their perspectives and

experiences have been marginalised in social theory and the social sciences. This ensures that

half of the world's population is included in our understanding of social forces, relationships, and

issues®.
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While women made up a significant portion of feminist thinkers in the past, people of all genders
are now supporting this hierarchy. By reorienting social theory away from men's viewpoints and
experiences, feminist theorists have produced more innovative and inclusive social theories than
those that presume that the social actor is always male. Feminist theory is creative and inclusive
in part because it takes into account the interactions between systems of power and gppression.
This means that in addition to focusing on gendered power and oppression, it als Q&es how
these may intersect with other systems of oppression, such as hierarchical class, syStemic racism,
sexuality, nationality, and disability. Among the domains of feminist tk &are the following:

g
OX

Certain feminist ideas offer a structured approach tc: co@hending the ways in which women's

Gender Differences

experiences and social positioning vary fro l@ of men. Cultural feminists, for instance,
attribute the disparities between men's and 0}en's experiences of the social environment to the

various values attached to feminini@me feminist theorists contend that gender disparities,

particularly the sexual diVisib&fabour in the family, are best explained by the different

responsibilities that men @nen are assigned in institutions.

Women's margin hs ton and definition as the "other" in patriarchal settings is the main concern
of ex1stent d phenomenological feminists. Certain feminist theorists place particular
emphegxyn how masculinity emerges via socialisation and how it interacts with girls' processes

of developing femininity®?.

Liberal Feminists
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Women's experiences and social placement are not only different from men's, but also unequal,
according to feminist views that centre on gender inequality. Liberal feminists contend that while
women are just as capable of moral reasoning and behaviour as men, historically patriarchy—
particularly the gendered division of labor—has prevented women from expressing and putting
this reasoning into practice. This particular dynamic effectively confines women to the solitude
of the home and prevents them from fully engaging in public life. Liberal %s draw
attention to the fact that women in heterosexual marriages experience gender in€quity and that
marriage confers no benefits onto women®. Married women, acn to these feminist
theorists, are more stressed out than single women and marri @e. Therefore, in order for

women to achieve marriage equality, the sexual division o in both the public and private

sectors needs to be changed. 6r§
Gender Oppression ®%

Ideas of gender subordination go %eas of gender difference and gender inequality,

claiming that men are deliber&t&%‘fyressed, subjugated, and even mistreated, in addition to the

fact that women and men\@ferent and unequal.

Psychoanalytic Qn)\ii

Psych an@ feminists reinterpret Sigmund Freud's theories regarding human emotions,
childhood development, and subconscious and unconscious processes in an effort to explain
power dynamics between men and women. They contend that the emergence and perpetuation of

patriarchy cannot be entirely explained by intentional calculation.

Radical Feminists
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Radical feminists contend that although being a woman has inherent benefits, patriarchal systems
that oppress women do not acknowledge this. They see physical violence as the cornerstone of
patriarchy, but they also believe that women can overcome it if they accept their own power and

value, build trustworthy sisterhoods with other women, confront oppression, and establish

According to theories of structural oppression, racism, patriarchy, and Xa'sm are to blame for

separatist networks centred on women's private and public sphere.

Structural Oppression

the inequality and oppression of women. Marxist feminists concunwith Friedrich Engels and
Karl Marx that capitalism exploits the working class, Qy also attempt to extend this
exploitation to gender. Conversely, proponents of i te@onality theory aim to elucidate how
oppression and injustice occur across multiple di ions, such as age, gender, race, ethnicity,
and class. They provide the crucial realise&hhat not all women suffer oppression in the same
.
ways and that people of colour and @b marginalised groups are also oppressed by the same
forces that aim to oppress w@@%d girls. The gender wage gap, which indicates that males
often make more mone@vomen for doing the same labour, is one way that structural
oppression of w; \ﬁ%ﬂore specifically, economic inequality—appear in society. When
comparing th%:omes of white males and women of colour, a cross-sectional analysis of this
circun@ﬁeveals that the former group is penalised considerably more. This branch of
feminist theory was expanded in the latter half of the 20th century to explain how capitalism

became global and how its means of generating and accumulating wealth depended on the

exploitation of working women everywhere®,
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After examining each of these feminist theories, the liberal and radical feminism theories served
as the foundation for the theoretical framework employed in this investigation. Democratic
principles, human rights, and natural justice form the foundation of liberal feminism's theory.
Equal access to school, enrolment, and employment possibilities are emphasised. Affirmative
action is also recommended by the idea as a tactic for women and girls in the home, in, work, and
in schools. Liberal feminism, on the other hand, is the kind of feminism that was Q% for this
study since it was among the first and holds that women's subordinate position 1ffSociety is due
O
D
2.2.2 The Political Economy Theory of Marriage Q

Q

Few economists have published theories of marrlé' g@mployed a theoretical approach to

marriage in their empirical studies, despite ;Ee i%;

Families, businesses, and governments ar@t

to unequal chances that do not separate them from males.

ance of marriage to human civilization.
ree main entities in charge of controlling and
.

governing these activities. Families q{&}c arge of production and distribution within their own
households (intra-household a@‘ n), whereas businesses and governments handle resource
allocation between house‘l@s. Notwithstanding nuanced legal definitions, the study of marriage
encompasses two @as of study: (1) the formation and dissolution of couples, which are the
two main wa@ha families are formed; and (2) the analysis of financial decisions made by
married @Olds, particularly those pertaining to institutions and the state of the marriage

market.

Early Marxists like Engel highlighted how property structures affect families and marriage. The
other aspect of marriage's political economy is the bargaining that takes place between husband

and wife. Game theories, both cooperative and non-cooperative, are the foundation of this
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tradition, which was established in the early 1980s by Marilyn Manser, Murray Brown, Marjorie
McElroy, and Mary Jane Horney. These theories often examine the distribution between husband
and wife and the factors that determine production in marriages taking marriage as granted. This
viewpoint is helpful in examining how husbands and spouses decide how to divide up their

combined resources®.

The market value of time spent in a marriage is determined by a number of fact chuding: (1)
supply and demand levels; (2) the presence of a market mechanism in the a&yg of brides and
grooms; and (3) the resources and bargaining power within a marria@@se factors collectively

impact men and women's worth in marriage. Q

Laws governing marriage and divorce, for instance, have &pact on the overall conditions in
markets for spouse labour; no-fault divorce laws,&he other hand, reduce the number of
traditional women's expected divorce settlem@% thus, the supply of women's spousal labour.
In states where divorce is illegal, maﬁi& arkets are less flexible in allowing husbands and

wives to be reallocated, and the rrégtqvorth of a marriage is less likely to change over time.

The political economics of mairiage provides an explanation for a number of elements related to

marriage and divorce, Q}ding the frequency of these events, the nature of marriage
o \

(consensual or f((rm&, and the number of wives in a polygamous culture. It is also useful in

elucidating @cts closer to the centre of economics, such labour supply and consumption.

Applim\\r)géarch in this area helps to explain why spouses who have comparatively greater

access to the family's income are more likely to engage in child- and wife-oriented

consumption®,

The study of labour supply has also benefited from the political economy of marriage. Studies

have indicated that the labour force involvement of married women is influenced by marriage
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and divorce systems, sex ratios, and individual resources of value in marriage markets. Political
trends have also been explained by the political economy of marriage. The emergence of
feminism in the United States during the early 1970s was largely due to the high number of
women who were born during the baby-boom entering adulthood. Because males marry at a
younger age than women on average, baby-boom women had less demand for th%‘lspousal

labour and their marriages had a lower market worth than those of previm@er ions of

American women. < )

Young women at the period needed assistance adjusting to the objec%®ower market worth of
time in marriage and, consequently, lower opportunities for traditional marriage, which is one of

the reasons feminist ideologies appealed to them so much. Q

Because it recognised the social, political, and ec@%ic contributions that women make to
society, this theory is pertinent to the resea\\@and. The original societal perspective and
attitude towards women is embodied m@ocial values. According to the literature reviewed,
this perception and attitude have Q’chlg\ntly been on the negative side with issues like early
marriage for girl children, g@discrimination, gender-based violence, and so on. However,
the narratives began Qnge with the advent of certain movements, right-groups, and
legislation (suchéil&ﬁ%

gained tracti ciety started to recognise the financial worth of the female gender. Women are

n rights and feminist movements). Over time, as the reorientation

now cb\sgdred important in the distribution, allocation, and production processes of products
and services. As a result, families, businesses, and governments—the three main institutions that
control and oversee production—now include women. Women play a part in more than only

childrearing. It became clear at this moment that women are very valuable economically, even
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when they are married couples. Equal rights for men and women are therefore necessary, as is

the elimination of some of these harmful stereotypes about the feminine gender®.
2.3 Review of Empirical Studies

At this point, the academic works of earlier research on the topic will be examined. Among these

earlier creations are the following: \

A study was conducted to look at the causes, effects, and mitigating str ;@ of girl-child
marriage in Nigerian society. They were fixated on the idea that child rﬂgiiage, while accepted
and practiced in some communities, is a basic violation of human rights~¥hus, led by three study
questions and four null hypotheses, they used an opinion s ing a structured questionnaire
that was graded on a 4-point Likert scale to ascertain th § impact on Nigerian society, and
acceptability of potential solutions. According to t@dys conclusions, a variety of reasons,
such as poverty, parental ignorance, customs\@pressure familial ties, and so forth, contribute
to the ongoing practice of early girl- clh?fs@ iage. Early girl child marriages have been linked
to a number of negative social effe@&mcludmg social insecurity, pressure on the health system,
high rates of illiteracy, h l@eath rates, and high divorce rates. According to the report,
empowering girls, ena g aws that promote gender equality, and starting awareness campaigns

about the negath@%cts of early girl marriage are some of the mitigating tactics. Given that

education es participants' lifestyle and decision-making, the research suggests that all

gender}sbﬂuld have access to itf’.

In Nigeria, a similar study was conducted to look into child abuse and how it affects sustainable
development. The study employed an opinion study design to identify various forms of abuse,
including female genital mutilation, molestation, child labour, physical abuse, neglect, marriage,

and emotional and psychological abuse. It also established that factors such as poverty, cultural
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and religious beliefs, and inadequate enforcement of child protective regulations contribute to the
spread of these abhorrent practices, especially in developing nations like Nigeria. The authors
emphasise that since children are the next generation and will be the leaders of the future, how
societies treat them will determine how developed a nation is overall. For this reason, it is critical
to address this threat as soon as possible. The study suggests a number of actions, including
hiring qualified individuals to manage children's affairs in order to preve Q*p(}itation,
molestation, and neglect; the government should also build more orphanages; and non-
governmental organisations should receive financial support in @efforts to educate,
rehabilitate, and empower victims and children. Finally, NGO@ho offer precise information

on the victims and offenders of these crimes®. Q

Additionally, academic research was conducted on @wnies of adult Nigerian women who
were silent about their early marriages in Sok\tébnarried Nigerian women from Sokoto state,
ages eight to fifteen, participated in_ %&tive interviews. The interviews delved into the
experiences of young women as t&@)mpared for marriage, navigated marriage, became
pregnant, and understood thei'r\&s as parents and spouses. They investigate women's limited
representations of their%y marriage experiences through interpretive phenomenological
analysis, taking i@i@bnt the social environment in which women's identities are formed and
maintained b iefs and customs related to marriage and motherhood. They also look at how
difﬁcul&%s to hear women's stories when their identities are entwined with culturally
constructed notions of femininity that are specifically meant to silence and limit the venues in
which women can speak. The examination uncovered a nuanced interplay between subtle

resistances, frequently manifested as conflicts and tensions within the story, and compliance to

prevailing notions about femininity and women's role in marriage. Women's opposition to
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patriarchal authority was not overt. Stereotypical descriptions of women's roles in the home—
obey, perform domestic duties, and be happy—reinforce submission to masculine power.
However, the clichéd nature of this limited story suggests that marriage is a confining and

recurring cycle for women. Without explicitly articulating it, the stereotypical response itself

2\

A different researcher examined the impact of faith and voice on early marri a state in

conveys the interviewee's experience of marriage®.

Nigeria. The study looked at how spiritual leaders may help teenage fe aﬁg,’m Kaduna state
with their cause regarding when to get married. Three local g nt districts—Chikun
(mixed Christians and Muslims), Makarfi (majority Muslir@a Zangon-Kataf (majority
Christians)—were purposefully chosen to represent a range@nixed religious environments for
this qualitative study. The researcher conducted Qinformant interviews with various
stakeholders, 24 focus group conversations Vs%’blescent females, and 24 in-depth interviews
with faith leaders using purposive samplg&chniques. The framework technique was employed
in the study to analyse the qualitativ&é‘& According to the study, religious leaders are crucial in
promoting or opposing early r.r@ge through their sermons and other actions. Regarding early
marriage, the survey clas\és spiritual leaders into three groups. Some take the initiative and
talk about it. Th@ group consists of docile religious leaders who are apathetic in some
way but hav%ver advocated for or against early marriage. The final group comprises of
religio%%'orities who support early marriage and believe it is still advantageous. According to
the report, church leaders should be viewed as an essential component of any effort to reduce

early marriage because of their social standing and important role in approving marriages’®.

In an effort to stop violence against women, another study was conducted on the topic of gender

equality promotion. One of a seven-part series on the evidence for interventions to prevent
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interpersonal and self-directed violence, the briefing on violence prevention is intended to inform
advocates, programme designers, implementers, and others. The remaining six briefings focus on
decreasing access to lethal weapons, fostering more secure, stable, and nurturing relationships
between kids and their parents or other primary carers, helping kids and adolescents develop life
skills, decreasing access to and abuse of alcohol, altering cultural norms that condon violence,

and victim identification, care, and support. Promoting gender equality as a cruci p nent of
violence prevention, utilising school-based programmes to address gender 0 and attitudes
before they deeply embed in children and youth, and 1mplement1ng co y interventions that
can empower women and engage with men are some of the i on programmes that are
being used. The study also suggested promoting women's r@ d changing gender stereotypes

through media interventions’!. fb

The definition and analysis of girl child ma@d its implications for global public health
were conducted by a thorough study of Qgry and secondary materials, which included books,
peer-reviewed journals, legal documKS@ and grey literature from a variety of academic fields.
They discussed the meaning 0@ early marriage. In order to do this, they delve into various
perspectives on gender, @ge, and kids. Their research revealed that, from the late 1800s, the
definition of earl@&ki e in published literature has changed historically. It is now recognised
as a political, @ocultural, and value-laden phrase that has multiple meanings depending on the
contex% e time period. The absence of standard nomenclature makes it difficult for various
stakeholders to agree on what the issue is, how to quantify it, and how to develop solutions for
solving it. As a result, they support the deliberate use of language in international studies on

gender-based violence and early marriage’.
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Similarly, an investigation looked at early marriage in Nigeria as a human rights violation and a
kind of gender-based violence. According to the author, child marriage rituals are practiced all
throughout the world, with youngsters typically being married off much before they reach
puberty or even the legal age of marriage as set forth by Nigerian and other national laws.
According to their research, these kinds of activities are common around the world, especially in
South America, Asia, and Africa. The worst part is that early weddings are co &inked to
parent-arranged unions, in which the female spouse is typically a child and th&fe is only one
marital partner. Despite the fact that many African nations have legal @m marriage ages of

sixteen or eighteen, depending on the nation, this practice has p:s@"‘hey discovered that the

prevalence of early marriages in Sub-Saharan Africa i sed by a number of factors,
including violence, poverty, religion, and custo }b%'ticular, they discovered that most
cultures in Nigeria have a high rate of early % y with the majority of girls getting married
by the age of fifteen and a number of otlﬁ&tting married by the age of eighteen. In certain
tribes in Nigeria's northwest, this p@\e is very common; human rights organisations have
made a point of denouncing e@%rriages. The practice has significantly decreased in some
parts of Nigeria as a re&@che study that highlights the associated dangers. The findings
indicated that mu, {Q%work is required to end the harmful cultural practice of child marriage

of young girls@ geria and provided a solution to its threat, even in the face of a legal regime
on ear@ge and Nigeria's international human rights obligations’>.

A study on gender-based violence prevention, mitigation, and response in the humanitarian
setting was conducted by an NGO-Gender Based Working Group. The study recognised how
social norms and power dynamics are intricately linked to the occurrence and persistence of

gender-based violence (GBV). They believed that in addition to being a basic violation of human
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rights, gender-based violence (GBV) does profound harm to the societies it impacts, affecting
aspects such as development outcomes, community cohesiveness, psychosocial trauma, and the
stigmatisation of survivors. They further reduced the threat of gender-based violence (GBV),
which has been worsened by the crisis in northeastern Nigeria. This has highlighted the results of

multiple experts, who have found that GBV is more common during times of emergency around

the world. Their approach outlined and examined the state of GBV in north an igeria,
outlining the true needs, difficulties, and course of action. It also included r@, mitigation,
and response in terms of medical, case management, and psycho@l upport, safety and
security, mental health, access to justice, rule of law (RoL), an@ mation. A thorough action

plan including of tasks that correspond to the requireme priorities noted by the GBV

players and communities was also included. In addi:iou&lsuring that women, girls, boys, and

men are protected from gender-based violence, it ded a useful manual for crucial life-saving

interventions that will enable them to become fully engaged members of their communities. In
°

order to identify the parameters for t@wework of interventions for GBV prevention, response,

and mitigation, the study suppe»@ he inclusivity and participation of impacted persons and

\

communities. The study*@%hat better outcomes for those residing in crisis-affected areas,

increased access Q\&)rehensive and well-coordinated GBV response services, including

livelihood suppert for survivors, increased awareness of and improvements to systems for GBV
preve\@%luding SEA through risk factor mitigation and strengthening community
protection strategies, mainstreaming of GBV into all humanitarian response, and maintenance of
updated comprehensive data necessary to inform advocacy, planning, implementation, and

monitoring and evaluation of interventions are all ways to achieve GBV prevention, mitigation,

and response’?.
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In order to stop violence against women, a study on gender equality was conducted. One of a
seven-part series on the evidence supporting interventions to prevent interpersonal and self-
directed violence, their briefing is intended for advocates, programme designers, implementers,
and other relevant parties. The remaining six briefings address a variety of topics, including
decreasing access to lethal weapons, fostering more secure, stable, and nurturing re atIOIlShlpS
between kids and their parents or other primary carers, helping kids and adolesc lop life
skills, decreasing the availability and abuse of alcohol, altering cultural that condone
violence, and victim identification, support, and care. Their act1v1tle®xmbat gender-based
violence included community interventions, media interventi cat10na1 efforts that are
well-positioned to reduce violence against women, and ge@ ality promotion as an essential

component of violence prevention’. fb

A different NGO used a qualitative study de%%investigate how to collaborate to end child
marriage®*. They believed that stopgig&il marriage is a multifaceted issue because it
perpetuates the risk that young rnan{ poses to girls, which is further reinforced by gender
discrimination, exposure to Vi'oi&, and unequal access to healthcare, nutrition, and education.
According to the report;\too many governments worldwide fail to prioritise ending child
marriage in thei@%&c 1 agendas and to effectively coordinate measures in the areas of
economics, ju@e, nutrition, education, health, and protection. As a result, the world will fall
well sl%%i the Sustainable Development Goal aim to stop child marriage, meaning that 134
million girls will get married between 2018 and 2030 and about 10 million will marry in 2030
alone if stakeholders do not act quickly. According to data research by Save the Children, 51
million child marriages may be avoided by 2030 if secondary education for girls were made

universal.
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Governments therefore have the power to change millions of girls' futures as well as the futures
of their society. In order to accomplish this, governments must work harder to create and carry
out comprehensive, multisectoral national action plans to eliminate child marriage. They must
also collaborate across ministries and stakeholders to provide efficient, coordinated solutions that

address the underlying causes of gender imbalance’®.

An academic investigation into the impact of early marriage in Benue State v@lducted. In
particular, the study evaluated the prevalence of early child marriage/(%.eyue society and
offered suggestions for how to stop it. The study used seconda es to obtain data in
accordance with the qualitative research design. Data analysis @d e using the expository and
evaluative approaches. The study discovered that a Varie@ variables, such as chauvinism,
ignorance, and poverty, are to blame for early marri%@ study also found that early marriage
had negative impacts on the people involved\@’bmily, and society as a whole. Thus, it was
determined that it is illegal and should q\hed on all fronts when someone under the age of
18 marries. As a result, it was sugge(&}ﬁat sufficient awareness be raised, poverty be reduced,

and pertinent laws be put intc@ in order to prevent early marriage”’.

In the Bade Emirate of\Yi)g State, Nigeria, a study was conducted to investigate the impact of

early marriage a1<d g&\fn

each Local @nmen‘[ Area, a total of one hundred (100) respondents were randomly sampled

lications on the education of girl children. With 50 participants from

for th?‘t&& using an opinion survey research design. Married and single men and women
between the ages of 14 and 25 made up the sample. A validated survey was employed as the data
gathering tool. The questionnaire was split into two sections, A and B. Section B has the four-
figure scale (S.A. = strongly agree, A. = agree, S.D. = strongly disagree, and D. = disagree).

Section A is for personal information. The findings suggest that married girls in Yobe state, and
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specifically the Bade Emirate Council, have numerous detrimental social, educational, and health

ramifications’®.

A similar study, Nigeria and child marriage: legal challenges, complexities, consequences,
opportunities, and solutions, was conducted'?°. They saw that child marriage, which is viewed by
families and communities as the best way to safeguard children, is frequently usedqas a crisis
management tactic. This observation was linked to parental and child reports t y marriage

was acceptable in the majority of communities due to fear of rape and sexual ult, unintended

pregnancies outside of marriage, family shame and dishonour, ho sness, and poverty or

starvation. Early marriages are largely caused by poverty, 4 ate legal protections and
enforcement, damaging customs, discrimination based on@der, and a dearth of options for
girls, particularly in the area of education. But i ifton to what was already noted, their
investigation revealed that a lack of politicak@’ldnd a patchwork of laws contribute to the
failure to apprehend and prosecute cringig&a\llowing them to hide behind religion and carry out
crimes against humanity. Thus, theirﬁ@ uses content analysis data to fill in the gaps and map
the path to a better, less ho 'e@%uture for girl children. They advised all parties involved,

particularly the National Assembly and the government, to take up the issue of harmonising all

relevant laws in @ event child marriage in Nigeria”.

A study co d in the Middle East looked at early marriage and motherhood from the
Viewp&([/%f Iranian adolescent mothers. To analyse the qualitative data, the study used an
inductive conventional content analysis approach. In the Iranian province of Kerman, in-person,
comprehensive, semi-structured interviews were done with sixteen Iranian adolescent moms.
Data analysis was performed using MAX-QDA software, and data collection was continued until

saturation was achieved. The findings indicated that a number of variables, including
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technological, cultural, social, personal, and economic ones, promote young people to get
married and have children. Comprehending these variables can aid healthcare professionals who
specialise in maternal and pediatric health in offering suitable evaluations and remedies to

enhance the well-being of this demographic®’.

Positive outcomes have been reported in the Americas, though, especially for{he Youth
Relationship Project in Canada and the Safe Dates programme of gender-base ence in the
United States. Safe Dates is a school and community initiative that targets iggﬂyand ninth grade
girls and boys (13—15-year-old). It contains a ten session educational,p mme, a theatre show,
a poster contest, training for providers of community services@ support services for affected
adolescents. Dating programmes are more effective if the@e delivered in multiple sessions
over time (rather than in a single session) and if th to change attitudes and norms rather
than simply providing information. A randon“'@’bmtrolled trial of the programme found that
one month after the programme ery&e&n four years later, participants reported less
psychological abuse and sexual a@ysical violence against their current dating partner
(compared to members of a ?@o group). Additionally, there is evidence that programmes
offered to groups of me women had a greater impact on modifying attitudes than those

offered to groupsé@ only®!.

While most @Sed school interventions addressing dating violence have been carried out in the
Unitea@g and other developed nations, several activities are being introduced in developing
nations. For example, a Nigerian adaption of the Safe Dates curriculum for 13-14-year-old
secondary school students is currently undergoing evaluation. Additionally, clubs for kids in SS1
through SS3 have been formed by the Men as Partners initiative. These aspire boys to become

responsible fathers and to cease sexual and domestic abuse of women and girls. An evaluation of
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the curriculum is still pending. The attitudes regarding violence are shifting as a result of these

activities aimed at both men and women®2.

According to a recent article published in Thisday Newspaper on November 20, 2021, 78% of
females in northern Nigeria get married before turning 18. Save the Children released the "State

of the Nigerian Girl Report - An Incisive Diagnosis of Child Marriage" in Abuja in 2Q18. It said

as much as possible; QQ
“Early marriage is more prevalent in the north-west and north—e&z&ﬂfgeria, where 48
per cent of girls were married by age 15 and 78 per cent were@ ied by age 18. “Also,

44 per cent of girls are married before their 18th birthday an ountry records as one
of the highest rates of child marriage globally.”

The report also showed that women made up 44.1% of t aged 20 to 49 who were married or

in a partnership for the first time before turning 18@ men made up 6%°%2.

It stated that no guy was in a relationshig)\o' this type, although the percentage of young people,

aged 15 to 19, who are currently mar@r in a union for women is believed to be 22.2%.

Q

Furthermore, the study calcu%é%mt 18.7% of males and 36.9% of women between the ages of
15 and 49 were estimated e in polygamous relationships. These were cited as evidence that a
sizable portion OQ/&& and girls are impacted by early child marriage. Additionally, a high
percentage %@dren who are not in school, endemic poverty, poor education outcomes, school
dropo% , and limited access to basic social, economic, and healthcare services were all

found to be strongly correlated with the prevalence of child early forced marriage (CEFM)%3.

It also said that one of the key causes of child marriages, even in the wake of the Compulsory
Free and Universal Basic Education Act of 2004, is girls' lack of access to high-quality, free,

secure, continuous, and inclusive education. In Borno State, 89.13 percent of women between the
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ages of 15 and 49 got married for the first time before turning 15. "Of them, 59% had no formal
education, 42% had completed some elementary school, and 100% had not attended any
secondary school. 46 percent of women in unions or marriages have partners who are at least ten
years older than them. According to the report, 78 percent of Jigawa State's women in the 2049
age range were married for the first time before turning eighteen, while 25 percent of women in
the 15—-19 age range are currently married or in unions, and 63 percent of wome @d out of
school to get married. It also indicated that just 8% of women who married before turning 18
have meaningful employment and make more money than the national@ty level as set by the
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) for 2020. Additionally6 ealed that 65% of moms,

fathers, and mothers-in-law support CEFM34, Q

Save the Children used community intervention benduct another survey. In addition to
changing people's thoughts and behaviours \@%nity interventions seek to organise entire
villages or districts to end violence a@ women. In order to engage men and boys, the
programme also promotes engage\@&%m the larger community. It seeks to expand women's
economic possibilities, boost .!$ocial networks, lessen HIV transmission, and give them more
power over family decisiohssand dispute resolution skills in marriages. Participants in a random
controlled exper@\e orted 55% fewer violent actions by their intimate partners in the
preceding I;bénths than did members of a control group, two years after the curriculum was
complb%gﬂ various communities in Nigeria. While experiencing higher levels of controlling
behaviour than those in the control group prior to the training, these women reported fewer
episodes of controlling behaviour by their partners (34% of participants versus 42% of those in
the control group). Furthermore, 52% of participants disagreed with statements that support

physical and sexual abuse of an intimate partner, compared to 36% of the control group®.
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Some community projects deal only with male peer groups, focusing on masculinity, gender
norms, and violence, even if the majority of programmes engage women (alone or with males).
This is indicative of an increasing understanding of the significance of involving men and boys
in interventions to stop violence against women as well as to rethink ideas of masculinity centred
on control and dominance. Community interventions seek to mobilise entire villages or districts
in the fight against violence against women, in addition to changing the thought Q&aviours
of individual victims. In this instance, women who had participated in the workshop were asked
if it had affected their experience of intimate partner violence in ret@ Women who were
able to bring home a resource that benefited their partners, thus tmproving their status in the
household, were protected from intimate partner violenc Qdenced by the fact that their
responses showed that they were less than half a li@s women living in villages without
access to such programs to have been beaten by théirpartners in the previous year. Participation
gave the women more opportunities to xr t with people outside of their homes, which
.
increased the visibility of their livesé\}e intimate relationship abuse they had experienced.

The community as a whole b@ from these programmes as well. In villages with credit

programmes in place, @alence of intimate partner violence among non-participating

women was appr{@ 30% lower than that of non-participating women in villages without

credit progran@

Anothb\s/gdy examines several community initiatives that combat gender-based violence and
question gender norms and attitudes that support intimate partner abuse. The "Stepping Stones
programme," a life-skills training intervention designed for HIV prevention and deployed in
Africa and Asia, is the most extensively evaluated and universally accepted course. Sessions

lasting several hours are conducted concurrently for groups of men and women who are single.

80



Meetings with mixed peer groups and the community serve to supplement this. The goal of
Stepping Stones is to enhance sexual health by fostering more robust and equitable interactions
between people of different genders. This showed that, in comparison to the men in a control
group, fewer men who had taken part in the workshop had abused their intimate partners
physically or sexually in the two years that followed the programme. Additionally, a qualitative
assessment conducted in Nigeria over a one-year period with participating coup Q%led that
the men were less likely to beat their 65-year-old wives and more faccépting of their
unwillingness to have sex, and they also communicated better and qua@d«@?ess than the couples

in the control group. In order to question gender norms and @nce against women and

children, the programme runs a community effort for both d women. Women's rights are

promoted by radio, television, and newspapers; c 1176 ity activities like theatre, talks, and

door-to-door visits; and increasing awareness of (f@ tic abuse and creating networks of action

and support within the community and pr %&ional sectors. Following a two-year period, an
.

evaluation of the initiative revealed {G%bhne in all types of violence against intimate partners

within the community. Howw@%r the program's launch, 8% of women and 18% of men

\

reported an increase in pm@ggression against women®’.

A five-day Work@ orth East Nigeria was reviewed, and while it was not an independent
study, it did %@ntain a control group for comparison, it did disclose some encouraging results.
Howev%zhong the men who attended and answered the poll (67% of those in attendance),
shifts in gender attitudes were noted. In a pre-training interview, for example, 54% of men
disagreed with the assertion that "men must make all the decisions in a relationship," whereas

three months later, 75% of men agreed. In a similar vein, 82% of men three months later
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disagreed with 61% of men who said prior to training that "women who dress sexy want to be

raped"$®.

Even while assessments of community interventions suggest that they might be useful in
lowering violence and altering gender attitudes and norms, more rigorous evaluation research is
still required, especially for initiatives that target male peer groups. When facilitators{we skilled
and have gained the community's trust, community interventions are @quccessﬁil.
Additionally, community ownership of interventions, the concurrent use agmge of techniques
and activities, sufficient and ongoing funding, and the backing of in 1 political figures are

all necessary for their effectiveness. Q

An additional survey revealed that Africa is home Q\Q of the most well-known and
meticulously researched media programming. Th&hlights a number of societal issues,
including sexual harassment, date rape, and@g partner violence, through a series of radio
and television programmes. Informati(')@hlets are planned to be distributed nationwide in
conjunction with the series. A r sample of the country's population was utilised for the
evaluation of the fourth s '@hich examined gender-based violence. Two sets of interviews
were done, eight m apart, before and after the intervention. Exposure to the North East
.
series was fo nd@ associated with changes in knowledge and attitudes regarding intimate
partner viol ¢ For example, at follow-up, the percentage of respondents who agreed that "no
womaNr deserves to be beaten" had increased from 77% to 88%, while the percentage who
disagreed that "women who are abused are expected to put up with it" had increased from 68% to
72%. Other attitudes, such as "as head of household, a man has the right to beat his wife," did not

significantly change, and the study design was unable to determine whether the findings had an

impact on violent behavior®.
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A survey conducted by the UK Working Group on forced marriage, for example, found that one
of the main motivations of parents who force their daughters into marriage was the desire to
strengthen families and protect their cultures. In fact, the evidence indicates that the opposite
often occurs, with families breaking apart and children turning against their cultural background.
The survey recommended that public education campaigns must reinforce activity in schools and

X

health facilities. Emphasis should be on the need to protect and support the adiQ period,

especially by keeping girls in school. Governments should be encouraged, to Cfeate a policy
climate that supports later marriage, through scholarship provision, lerm, and affirmative
policies and programmes on behalf of women. Efforts to imp V%icipation of women and
girls in civic and public life and to give them equal Qto training and employment
opportunities, can enhance their status and thereby c@he likelihood of early marriage. The
CRC and CEDAW treaty bodies should monit y marriage in a systematic way, so that

organizations using these treaties as pro bhe and policy benchmarks could draw on their

°
observations to support policy chang@enhance their own programmes”’.

However, the lessons leamed@nitiatives on other sensitive issues, such as FGM, is that they

are most effectively @d at a local level. International activity is primarily useful for

coordinating, co@é}l\g

assistance i; aet channeled through local activities and it is important that sensitivities are

and synthesizing country activities, and for networking. External

respecﬁ\dgleavy—handed advocacy by outsiders with different outlooks and customs — even

those of the same nationality can be counter-productive.

According to a report from the Handbook for the Protection of Internally Displaced Persons,
gender-based violence (GBV) is a serious human rights violation that can leave victims and

survivors with trauma and long-term, perhaps fatal injuries. Human rights and humanitarian
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actors need to make sure that steps are taken as soon as an emergency arises to prevent and
respond to acts of gender-based violence and to give victims and survivors the necessary care,
support, and treatment. Gender-based violence is a prevalent kind of violence in numerous
nations, impacting the lives, health, and well-being of millions of women, girls, boys, and men
globally. There is gender-based violence in every society and culture. Forced displacement is

&nd the

frequently associated with factors like conflict, a breakdown in the rule o

disintegration of family and community institutions, all of which tend to en‘anc e frequency

and severity of violent crimes. é

According to a report, the UNHCR has consistently placed the n of women, girls, men,
and boys who have experienced gender-based violence at th. efront of the response to refugee
crises, working in tandem with the government, @% civil society partners. In order to
strengthen national, comprehensive, and m R@@rial GBYV prevention and response systems
that support all survivors of GBV, inclu 'h%efugee survivors in the MENA area, UNHCR was
committed to collaborating with tl@&%\:\mment and other actors. Their strategy demonstrated
the critical role that women, ;&%en, and boys, families, and other community members play
in preventing and re@s ing to gender-based and sexual violence. This is achieved by

[ ]
promoting comr@

harmful norm§ aid practices that support abuse, exploitation, and SGBV. One of the main tactics

ed GBV prevention and response mechanisms and by opposing

in UNI\C% SGBYV prevention and response programming is to involve community members in
all phases of the project cycle of SGBV prevention and response interventions addressing the
particular SGBV risks they face, regardless of their gender, race, class, sexual orientation, or

disability!.
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They recommended the strengthening of community-based prevention and response to SGBV
through the active participation of women, girls, men and boys in identification of SGBV-related
needs, design, implementation and monitoring and evaluation of programmes in line with
UNHCR’s approach; creating awareness amongst the population of concern and impacted
communities on causes, contributing factors and consequences of GBV, human rights and
existing national and international legal frameworks related to gender equ Q&l GBV;
advocating for national legislation that prevents and responds to GB i@wcordance to
international standards; supporting the regular update of inter-agency,@ plans and strategies
developed to reflect up-to-date priorities for gender violence V$’l and response; ensuring
(2

mainstreaming of gender equality and considerations into tors such as livelihoods, food

security and shelter and site planning in order tw&%ort resilience and positive coping
@t and so as to support broader prevention

mechanisms and mitigate factors for girl chil{%
and reduction of GBV. The study also ma e\ecommendations for the need to roll out NGOs'
programmes in areas where they ha@"\l\e’t een implemented, strengthen the ability of GBV
actors and service providers‘@%en‘[ and respond to GBYV, including providing care for
survivors, and develop gb@%s for GBV programming, and guarantee that women, girls, men,
and boys who fa @éqt discrimination can access high-quality services in accordance with
guidelines fo@roviding care for survivors. Lastly, the study recommended bolstering
partne sh%rgd coordinating multi-sectoral and inter-agency avoidance and response to GBV
through GBV sub-working groups, task forces, and networks, as well as encouraging the
allocation of predictable and sustainable funding to support the implementation of UNHCR GBV

strategies and initiatives®2.
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Human Rights Watch conducted remote interviews with members from eight civil society
organisations that aim to eradicate gender-based violence and child marriage in the states of Imo
and Kano in August and September 2021, as well as 16 married girls between the ages of 14 and
19. Human Rights Watch chose those states based on distinct legal, customary, and demographic
circumstances that are typical of other states in the respective regions. Human Rights Watch has
not heard back from the Imo State Ministry of Women Affairs and Vulnerabl @: or the

Kano State Ministry of Women's Affairs and Social Development on its requést f0t“an interview.

According to Human Rights Watch, married girls in the states of I @i Kano are frequently
denied access to proper healthcare as well as their fundame;@ﬁ to an education, a safe
place to live, and freedom from violence. Families drive girl@o early marriages for a variety of
reasons, including as cultural and religious obligati(@ the desire to escape the social stigma
associated with underage pregnancy, if ther @robust legal protections for them. Some of
the girls who were interviewed admitted ing to get out of their forced unions. A 14-year-old

bride fled six times in three years,&f\%ch time her family members found her and brought her

back to her spouse®*. .Q\A

The Child Rights La was enacted in 2004 in Imo State, a largely Igbo Christian state in
southeast Ni rl@\vever child marriage is a persistent issue. Interviewee girls stated that,
frequently a% t their will, their families were the primary forces behind their marriages. Child
marriag tes are among the highest in the nation in Kano State, which is governed by Sharia
law. The Child Protection Bill was approved by the Kano State Assembly in February 2020;
however, Governor Abdullahi Umar Ganduje has not yet signed it. The ultimate version of the

legislation should provide sufficient protections for girls, and state legislators should make sure
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that this includes acknowledging 18 as the age of maturity in accordance with African regional

and international law.

Human Rights Watch discovered that families in Kano state frequently arrange for girls to marry
without giving them any say in the date or partner. Girls and young women claimed that family
poverty and customs had influenced their decision to get married. In numerous Nigdrian states
governed by Sharia law, child marriage is acceptable on the basis of custom ligion, and
puberty determines the adult age. The gender roles that are not equwg.lncourage child

marriage. Girls have relatively limited access to rights, bodily au@ and decision-making

capacity®3. 0

Married girls reported that their financial circumstances Q&xated after marriage and that they
were impoverished and lacked food, despite the fac&ome families also attempted to reduce
their financial responsibilities by selling of® daughters. Because of their poverty and the
pressure to get married, the majoritgv\&ﬂ; never went to school or were expelled. They
frequently took up the majori‘fy &@caregiving and work in the home and were incapable of

making financial decision @@ir households. Some of them were prevented from entering the

workforce by theiréli\{’%ds.
O
\¥

2.4 Conceptual Model
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The variables used in this study are conceptualized according to how they are related to the

subject matter as showed below:

Influence of NGOs on Early Marriage

The nature of programmes
being implemented by the
NGOs

The perception of residents Ei{l’ly -
on early marriage b marriage in
Borno State

Influence of the NGOs
programmes

The challenges faced by the
NGOs in their interventions
programme

Fig 2.1: Conceptual Model of Influence of the NGOs on Early Marriage in Borno State
Source: Autlior’s Compilation

According to the foregoing perspective, the topic of discussion is how NGOs affect early
marriage in Borno State. The nature of the projects being carried out by the NGOs is taken into
consideration when examining their activities and programmes. To determine whether or not the
programmes have been successful thus far, an assessment of a few of the NGOs' early marriage

prevention initiatives is required. The study concluded that in order to accomplish this goal, it
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was appropriate to evaluate citizens' opinions regarding early marriage equally. This is done in
order to understand the public's perceptions and views about early marriage and how they
typically respond to it, as well as to acknowledge the non-governmental organisations' actions.
One other factor included in the construct is the impact of non-governmental organisations'
programmes on the opposition to early marriage. The purpose of this review is to highlight the
program's accomplishments and determine whether or not NGOs' activities have Q successful
in preventing early marriage in Borno State thus far. The assessment of the difficulties the NGOs
encountered in carrying out their early marriage intervention prograt®1 Borno State is the
last component of the conceptualization. Understanding the ¢ %hat are working against

NGOs' efforts to combat early marriage is crucial in thi@a ion. The purpose of this is to

present potential solutions to the problems that the;N@re facing in their efforts to prevent

early marriage. ’b

2.5 Summary of Gap in Literature ngs&d

N

The conceptual foundations of thi ’{égstigation were evaluated in this chapter. This section

discusses a number of con@ such as the types of programmes that non-governmental

organisations (NGOs) arcsimplementing to address early marriage, how locals view early
o \

marriage, how QGN ogrammes affect the movement against early marriage, and the

difficulties I@IGOS encounter when implementing their interventions programme towards

early Rh&e in Borno State.

The theoretical suppositions that underpin this investigation were also covered in this chapter.
The Political Economy of Marriage theory and feminist views are two of the main perspectives
examined here. Gender differences theory, liberal feminists, gender oppression, psychoanalytic

feminists, radical feminists, and structural oppression theory are some of the feminist theories.
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Nonetheless, the research embraced radical theory and liberal feminist theory. This is so because
democracy, human rights, and natural justice are the cornerstones of liberal feminism's
worldview. Equal access to school, enrolment, and employment possibilities are emphasised.
Affirmative action is also recommended by the idea as a tactic for women and girls in the home,
in work, and in schools. However, liberal feminism was selected for this study because it asserts

that women's subordinate position in society is due to unequal chances that oQot involve

segregation from men. <

¢\

It is clear from the study of empirical literature that a gap has t lled. This is because,
despite the large amount of study that has been done on th % the problem still exists
because it is rarely addressed in all of its complexity, coo&tion within sectors is frequently
lacking, and efforts are mostly directed towards re%%e rather than prevention. Furthermore,
despite the existence of comparable studies, @ular research has been done on how NGOs
affect Borno State's efforts to control,e@narriage using an evaluative research design that
incorporates the analysis of both qléﬁéa\ive and qualitative data using pertinent statistical tools.

By concentrating on the age * girls between the ages of 9 and 17 between the years 2018

literature on the< tofz\%'

marriage, es @lly in Borno State, where no prior study has been able to provide sufficient data.

and 2022, this study r@eaﬂier research. As such, this study serves as an updated body of

hus, more research is required to fully understand and treat early

The am@/%elieves that this thesis contributed to closing the current knowledge gap in this field
of study. The present study aims to fill a knowledge vacuum by investigating the impact of non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) on early marriage control in Borno State through an
evaluative research methodology. To achieve this, both quantitative and qualitative data will be

analysed using appropriate statistical tools.

90



Endnotes

. J. Efeybera & Bhabha J. Defining and Deconstructing Girl Child Marriage and
Applications to Global Public Health. BMC Public Health volume 20,
Article number: 15470buwurum, 2020.

. D. Perlman, F. Adamu, & Q. Wodon: Understanding and Ending Child Marriage:
Insights from Hausa Communities. Girls’ Education and Child Marriage in West and
Central Africa, Notes Series. 2018.

Mitigation and Response in the Humanitarian Context. 2018.

Gender Based Sub Sector: Strategy for Gender Based Vz(’ Preventlon

Child 1989, Article 16(2) of the Convention for the ination of all forms of

Child and forced marriage violate Art 24(3) the Cor%@ on the Rights of the
Discrimination against Women, Article 16(2) ot@ivemal Declaration of Human

Rights, Art 23(3) of the International Covena ivil and Political Rights and
Article 10(1) of the International Convention Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights b’bQ

. R. Dhital, Child Marriage in Nepal\gflblal of Politics and Law Vol. 7, No. 3. 2012.

. World Health Organizatiom@): Violence Prevention- The Evidence. Promoting
Gender Equality Prevent Violence against Women.

(www.who. 1nt/v101€nce%%tlon 2019.

. Handbook for the Protectzon of Internally Displaced Persons. https://www.unhcr.org

2017. Q\‘

. Save X@ﬁ@n Working Together to end Child Marriage. St John’s Lane London
EClI 2018.

9. @F . Child Marriage: Latest Trends and Future Prospects,
% .unicef.org/child-marriage 2018.

10. National Agency for Prohibition of Traffic in Persons NAPTIP. Global Database on

Violence against Women. https://evaw-global-database.unwomen.org 2010.

11. National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng 2018.

91


https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.who.int/violenceprevention/publications/en/index.html%202019
https://data.unicef.org/resources/child-marriage
https://evaw-global-database.unwomen.org

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

J.A Onyido,. & A.P Brambaifa: Girl-Child Marriage in the Nigerian Society, Causes,
Impacts and Mitigating Strategies. World Journal of Social Sciences and
Humanities. wjsh-2018 4-2-6

J.A Onyido, & G.P Vareba, Child Abuse and Its Implications for Sustainable
Development in Nigeria. International Journal for Innovation Education and
Research www.ijier.net Vo 7 No 2. 2019.

World Bank and International Centre for Research on Women. 2019. Q\

S. Coontz, The New Fragility of Marriage for Better or for Worse‘ ! @ronicles of

Higher Education, 51, 2020 &

C.O Nwonu and O. Ifidon, “Nigeria and Child Marria Issues,
Complications, Implications, Prospects and Solutiops Journal of Law Policy &
Globalization, 29 (120).2014 é@

L.A Timin, Effect of Early Marriage in the @an Society: The Benue Experience.
International Journal of Ethics and V lume 1, Number 2, October 2020

O

African Union Peace and Security, African Union has also Committed to end
Child Marriage, see: Africapﬁ@n Campaign to end Child Marriage in Africa: Call
to Action, https://au.int/site%;k t/files/pages/32905-file- 2018

Noa

Girls not Brides, Child Marriage in Humanitarian Crises,
www.girlsnotbrides.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Child- marriage-and-

humanitarian—cr‘i\sgs—J une-2016.pdf; Save the Children,2016.

Sustaﬁliéﬂ elopment Goal target 5.3: UN (2018) “Sustainable Development Goal

57ASu able Development Knowledge Platform,
sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg5;

XVUnited Nations Human Rights Report 2018. Geneva: United Nations Human Rights

22.

23.

Office. 2018.

Save the Children and Human Rights, Centre UC Berkeley School of Law. 2018.

Toward an End to Child Marriage — Lessons from Research and Practice in
Development and Humanitarian Sectors. https.//resourcecentre.savethechildren.net

92


https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/13485/pdf/child_%20marriage_report_june2018.pdf

24. Child Protection Working Group, Child and Forced Marriage Violate Art 24(3) the
Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989, Article 16(2) of the Convention for the
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women, Article 16(2) of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Art 23(3) of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and Article 10(1) of the International Convention for
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

25. F. Kanyi Global Perspective of Equality Rights of the Vulnerable Group
presented at the Jurisprudence of Equality Programme (JEP), Workskh opd
National Judicial Institute, Abuja, Nigeria on 24th — 28th May, 38 t @

A paper
or Judges,

26. B. Maiangwa, & O.B Amao, "Daughters, Brides, and Supp &of the Jihad.:
Revisiting the Gender-based Atrocities of Boko Haram in a.” African
Renaissance, 12(2), 117-144 Jan 2019.

27. A. Abdallah, Gender-based Domestic Violence @erm: A Socio-legal Perspective.
Indian Journal of Gender Studies, 19(1), 13014 .2019.

28. A. Adekola, Survival Analysis of Timi irst Marriage among Women of
Reproductive Age in Nigeria. Afric\ rnal of Reproductive Health, 16(4), 95—

107. 2016.
™

29. G. Atim, “Girls not Bride@ding Child Marriage in Nigeria.” Journal of Gender,
Information and ].)e@nent in Africa (JGIDA), 6(1-2), 73-94. June, 2019.

30. J. Msugh, Fi uh@ﬁions Foreclosed: Girls Who Marry Early. New York, USA:

UNICEF@.
31.1J. ng, “Early Marriage as a Barrier to Girl’s Education: A Developmental

ge in Africa”. Journal of Gender, Information and Development in Africa
DA), 6(1-2), 2018.

32. A. Malhotra, A. Warner, A. McGonagle, & S. Lee-Rife, Solutions to End Child
Marriage: What the Evidence Shows. Washington, DC: ICRW. (2021). Available at:
http://www.icrw.org/files/publications/Solutions-to-End-Child-Marriage.pdf

33. American Psychological Association. www.apa.org 2002.

93


http://www.icrw.org/files/publications/Solutions-to-End-Child-Marriage.pdf
http://www.apa.org

34. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. UN. Retrieved from
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/ 235. 1948.

35. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW). 1979.

36. N.N Sarkar, The Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on Women'’s Reproductive
Health and Pregnancy Outcome. Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology&()l 8,

28:266-71. Q

37. L. Heise M, Ellsberg & M.A Gottmoeller , A Global Over- view er-based
Violence. International Journal of Gynecology and Obstet& 2), 78: S5-S14

38. K. J, Ward, MVP Evaluation 1999-2000. http://www. insociety.org/files/mvp-
evaluationl.pdf, 2009.

39. A. Morrison, M. Ellsberg & S. Bott Addressing@zder— based Violence in the Latin
American and Caribbean Region: A Critical Review of Interventions. Working Paper.
Washington, D.C. World Bank. 2009. fb

40. L.R. Brecklin, & D.R. Forde, -analysis of Rape Education Programs.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

41. S.M Ahmed, Intimate Part @nce against Women: Experiences from a Woman-
focused Development P, me in Matlab, Bangladesh. Journal of Health and
Population Nutritio 5-101. 2015.

\

42. CEDAW. United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women. Joint General Recommendation/general Comment
No. 3 .%@ ommittee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and
N IQQ e Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful practices. New York,
I\’i}@nited Nations.2014.

\Q/ ICEF, “Early Marriage: Child Spouses”. Innocenti Research Centre. 2018.

44. E. Ojo, A Multi-disciplinary Analysis of the Protection of Children from Harmful
Practices in Nigeria Doctoral Dissertation, University of Pretoria. 2014

45. Mishra, R. College Students’ Academic Stress and Its Relation to their Anxiety, Time
Management, and Leisure Satisfaction. American Journal of Health Studies, 16,
2020. 41-51.

94


https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

46. Piler. Unfree Labour in Pakistan: Work, Debt and Bondage in Brick Kilns. The ILO
Working Paper No. 12. Geneva: International Labour Organization. (2004).

47. 0.0 Olusegun, & A.A Idowu, Child Abuse in Nigeria: Dimension, Reasons for Its
Persistence and Probable," Child and Family Law Journal: Vol. 4: Iss. 1, Article 2.
2018.

48. World Bank and International Centre for Research on Women. Economi ﬁ‘l&acts of
Child Marriage: Global Synthesis Report, (2019) Q
https://www.icrw.org/publications/economic-impacts-child-marriaclo

49. Youth Leadership Development Foundation, Annual Repo.@\

https://www.yldf.org %

50. United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) WWW.ur@H‘g

51. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugei(;; 'NHCR). www.unhcr.org 2020.

O

52. UNFPA. Leaders at United Nations A Sexual Violence as Weapon of War.
News, 20 September 2017, United@ s Population Fund.

53. UNFPA. Minimum Initial %&ﬁackage (MISO) for Sexual and Reproductive
Health (SRH) in Crisis Siﬁ({l ns, United Nations Population Fund (2020).

54. American Psy%@al Association. www.apa.org 2002.

55. A.L Cok S%es Physical Intimate Partner Violence affect Sexual Health? A
Syster(at%@ ew. Trauma Violence and Abuse, 2007, 8:149-77.

56. hittaker, C.K, Baker & 1. Arias 1. Interventions to Prevent Intimate Partner
\/ lence. In: Whittaker DJ, Baker CK, Arias I 2007.

57.U. Ake. “Sustainable Development Goal 5, Sustainable Development Knowledge
Platform, https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg5, 2010

58. African Union, African Common Position on the AU Campaign to end Child
Marriage in Africa, https://au.int/sites/default/files/ documents/31010. 2015

95


https://www.icrw.org/publications/economic-impacts-child-marriage
http://www.unhcr.org
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg5

59. F.D Blau, & M.K Lawrence. "The Gender Wage Gap: Extent, Trends, and
Explanations.”Journal of Economic Literature, vol. 55, no. 3, 2019.

60. M. Barone-Chapman. Gender Legacies of Jung and Freud as Epistemology in
Emergent Feminist Research on Late Motherhood. Behavioral Sciences, vol. 4, no. 1,
2020.

61. B.S Anthony, "Speech After Arrest for Illegal Voting". Feminist Theory: A Reader.
2nd Ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2001. Q

62. S. Truth, "Ain't I a Woman". Feminist Theory: A Reader. 2nd Ed.€/ by Kolmar,
Wendy and Bartowski, Frances. New York: McGraw-Hill. 2004.

63. K. Wendy, The Changing Woman" (Navajo Origin M :ﬁinist Theory: A
Reader. 2nd Ed. New York: McGraw-Hill. 2005.

64. 1. Young, "Socialist Feminism and the Limits & Systems Theory."
So Qialist Review. 50(1):1980. 189-88. 6’6

65. E. Armstrong, "Marxist and Sociali (binism. "Study of Women and Gender:
Faculty Publications. Smith COIIZEQ\

66. A. Ferguson, Ann & H. R&%}hry. "Feminist Perspectives on Class and Work". In
Stanford University (ed% nford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.2010.

67. Zosuls, Kristi%fvender Development Research in Sex Roles: Historical Trends
and Future Diréetions"”. Sex Roles, Vol. 64, no. 11-12, 2011.

68. E. I&lryj , & O. Bartowski, Child abuse In Nigeria: Dimension, reasons for its
pernsistence and probable. Child and Family Law Journal, 4 (1), 5-1. 2005.

O

B. Acker, Hoiien and Social Stratification: A Case of Intellectual Sexism."
Amepican JntiT*wWT nF SoQiolngv. 78:936-45. 1973.

70. Stamarski and Leanne. An Appraisal of Policies and International Instruments
Relating to Child Labour in Nigeria [https://www.academia.edu 2020.

71. R. Hamilton The Liberation of Women; A Study of PatHnrohv and Capitalism.
London: George Allen and Unwin 1978.

96


https://doi.org/10.1257/jel.20160995
https://doi.org/10.1257/jel.20160995
https://doi.org/10.1257/jel.20160995
https://doi.org/10.3390/bs4010014
https://doi.org/10.3390/bs4010014
https://doi.org/10.3390/bs4010014
https://doi.org/10.3390/bs4010014
https://scholarworks.smith.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&context=swg_facpubs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ann_Ferguson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosemary_Hennessy
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-class/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_Encyclopedia_of_Philosophy
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-010-9902-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-010-9902-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-010-9902-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-010-9902-3

72. Pittman, C. T. "Race and Gender Oppression in the Classroom: The Experiences of
Women Faculty of Color with White Male Students". Teaching Sociology, vol. 38, no.
2010.

73. N.J Chodorow., Feminism and Psychoanalytic Theory. Y ale University Press. 1991.

74. L. Heise, Garcia-Moreno C. Intimate partner violence. In Krug et al., eds. World
Report on Violence and Health. Geneva, World Health Organization, 2002.

75. A. Jimoh, Faith Effect and Voice on Early Marriage in a Nigerian St* SAGE.
April-June 2020.

76. Ezeilo, J. N., Law Reproductive Health and Human Rights, 2021. 639

77. V.A Foshee. An Evaluation of Safe Dates an Adolescent x/iolence Prevention
Programme. American Journal of Public Health, /99, “4d—50. 23.

78. V.A Foshee. Assessing the Effects of the Dating Vio % Prevention Program
Safe Date Using Random Coefficient Regression “@ elling. Prevention Science,

2005, 6:245-257
. f\Q
79.J. Kim, E. MacPherson, P, Pronyk & T. Barnett T, Ford Foundation’s Global Review

of Good Practices on the Intersections between HIV and AIDS and Economic
Empowerment, Final Report. New Y{li( Ford Foundation, 2009.
-\
80. C. Garcia-Moreno. Prevalence of Intimate Partner Violence: Findings from the WHO
Multi-country Study on Womgn ’s Health and Domestic Violence. Lancet, 2020, 368:

1260. Q
81. S. Kachel. Y@Masculinity and Femininity: Validation of a New Scale

Assessing GendeRoles. Frontiers in Psychology, vol. 7. 2018.

82. W. Kc&ég Bartowski, New York: McGraw-Hill, 2005. 91-95

83. H. biu, "Gender in Marriage and Life Satisfaction under Gender Imbalance in China:
ole of Intergenerational Support and SES. Social Indicators Research, vol.
,ho. 3, 2013.

84. M. Maasoumeh, F. Masoud, A.C Mohammad, & T. Batool, Factors that Encourage
Early Marriage and Motherhood from the Perspective of Iranian Adolescent Mothers:
A Qualitative Study. World family medicine/Middle East journal of family medicine
volume 15 issue 8 2018.

85. U. Majau, The Menace of Child Marriage in Nigeria. The Lawyers Chronicle. 2013,
http://thelawyerschronicle.com

97


https://doi.org/10.1177/0092055X10370120
https://doi.org/10.1177/0092055X10370120
https://archive.org/details/feminisnpsychoan0000unse
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11205-012-0180-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11205-012-0180-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11205-012-0180-z

86. K. Norlock, "Feminist Ethics”. Standford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 2019.

87. A. Morrison, M. Ellsberg & S. Bott. Addressing Gender- based Violence in the Latin
American and Caribbean region: A Critical Review of Interventions. World Bank
Policy Research Working Paper 3438. http://www-wds.worldbank.org/, 2019.

88. K. Paine. Before we were Sleeping, Now we are Awake: Preliminary Evaluation of
the Stepping Stones, Sexual Health Programme, The Gambia. African Journal of
AIDS Research, 2002, 1:41-52 A

89. M. Gimba, Muhammad, S Alabe, & C. Paga, Effect of Early MarrAiage and Its
Implication on Girl Child Education in Bade Emirate. Yobe State, Nigeria.
International Journal of Educational Research and Studies. 2018.~"

90. M.T. Ladan, Global Perspective of Equality Rights of t@nerable Groups, A
Paper Presented at the Jurisprudence of Equality Pro (JEP), Workshop for
Judges. National Judicial Institute, Abuja, Nigeria, 2015, .

91. Olateru-Olagbegi et al.: Actual Women@/wation in  Nigeria.wildaf.ao.
org/en/spp.php/article. 2010.

92. World Health Organization (WHO): Vi@ prevention- the evidence. Promoting
gender equality to prevent violence a women.www.who.int 2019.

N\
93. Handbook  for  the  Protection  of Internally  Displaced  Persons.

https://WWW.premiumtimesﬂ@news—/ 2017.

94. World Health Organiza@b HO: “Causes of death among adolescents”, Maternal,
newborn, chi, and adolescent health. www.who.
int/ maternal_% lescent/data/causes-death-adolescents/en/. 2018.

R
@Q
\¥

98


https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-ethics/

Chapter Three
Methodology

3.1 Research Design

This study adopted descriptive survey research design which were predicated on the use of
primary and secondary sources of information in gathering data about varying s %he data
gathered explored the issues around the impact of NGOs' intervention programmes against
gender-based violence and early marriage in Borno State. By adoptin@e methods, the data
required in this study were collected from the respondent through stsuctured questionnaire. This

enabled the researcher to establish relationship that ex@e ween the study variables by

collecting data from a sample that is fair representatné' r(@e entire population or group.
3.2 Population of the Study @

°
Registered NGOs operating intervent'o;\\‘ﬁ atives to prevent early marriage in Borno State

made up the study's population include Four Non-Governmental Organizations in Borno

State with 80 respondent@:ose NGOs.

3.3 Sample and (‘1@ techniques

The non- @ity purposive sample approaches were employed by the researcher. This

approebx)vas chosen because it was a challenge for the researcher to get in contact with every
NGO. Thus, the researcher focused solely on NGOs that were easily accessible and amenable to
answering the questionnaires and conducting interviews. Eighty responders from four NGOs
were included in the researcher's sample. These consisted of the GBV Sub Sector Working

Group, Save the Children, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), and the National
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Agency for Prohibition of Traffic in Persons (NAPTIP). Twenty responders from each of these

NGOs were purposefully selected by the researcher.

Table 3.1 Sample Distribution

S/N Name of NGOs Accessible sample from Percentage of

NGOs and stakeholders questionnaire \

distribut@ch NGOs

2 National Human Rights 20 25%

Commission (NHRC)

GBV Sub Sector Working /

Group QQ\\‘

(2022)

Source: Field%

Fig. 3: Pchntage of Questionnaires Distributed to each NGOs
Source: Author’s Compilation

It is evident from the above table and figure that 80 questionnaires in total, 20 for each of the
sampled NGOs, will be distributed equally to them. Keep in mind that a few of these NGOs are

made up of parents, community leaders, and religious leaders.
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Additionally, for the purpose of the interview, respondents were evenly chosen from the sample
population. These groups of responders will be chosen among the stakeholders, who are
primarily made up of a few parents, local and religious leaders.

For religious leaders who have a congregation, in-depth interviews were done. The goal is to
comprehend how they view early marriage and the steps they have taken to discourage it in their
societies. Six Islamic clerics and six Christian priests were sampled, with the Q& chosen
based on differences in the percentages of Muslims and Christians in the state. THe parents and
leaders of the community (government officials, women leade®ds of community
associations, and traditional leaders) were sampled in the sam@%(number-wise). Eighteen

responders in all were interviewed. The inputs of each gr: rents, community leaders, and

religious leaders—served as a counterpoint and reahi' 5@ for each other.

3.4 Description of the Research Instrum@
.\ a

Structured questionnaires were adO{teg in this study to get data from the respondents. A

(04

questionnaire is a research tool that is mostly used in survey or statistical analysis study, which

consists set of questions in different formats. Primarily, it is used in research to ask the
A 4
-\

participants general, and close-ended questions.
\©°?

3.5 Validitybbe Research Instruments

The reé(ibher's subjective assessment of the validity and usefulness of the measuring tool is the
primary focus of face validity 4. It goes on to say that in order to verify the degree of face
validity of the survey instrument, one can seek the advice of subject-matter experts. Therefore,
the questionnaire will be created by the researcher and validated by specialists in the fields of

sociology and gender studies in order to determine the validity of the survey instrument. The
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project manager will get the items when they have made any necessary modifications. Because
the project supervisor's judgement will be the deciding factor in whether or not to approve the

instrument, face and content validity will be employed in this effort to validate the instruments.
3.6 Reliability of the Research Instruments

The reliability of a research instrument concerns the extent to which the instru ields the
same results on repeated trials. Reliability of the research instrument is Qc/@asure of the
dependability and the internal consistency of the items of the instrum data collection. The
data required for this study were gathered from questionnaires%mstered directly by the
researcher with responses from the respondents, thus, the s found suitable, appropriate

and reliable for this study. Cronbach alpha coeffici were used to evaluate the survey

instrument's internal reliability once more (SP@Eerefore, the researcher only took into

consideration the elements that returned an&l alue of 0.7 or above.
3.7 Administration and Method of Collection

R\
Copies of the questionnaire were administered to the sample drawn from the population. The

WVHBM

researcher administered hard copies of the research instruments to the NGOs with the help of

[ ]
AR . o

well-trained research assistants to ensure the questionnaires are distributed accurately and for
N 4

prompt retrieval. Although the data in this study were mainly primary, the researcher adopted

2
« ) ]
also, secondary data with respect to this research. The primary data were sourced directly from

the stakeholder and actors in the activities of Non-Governmental Organizations. The secondary

data were gathered from various texts and published work as related to the study.
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3.8 Method of Data Analysis

The data analysed in this study comprise of those both from primary and secondary sources. The
qualitative data were analysed using descriptive statistics of mean and standard deviation through
SPSS. The qualitative descriptive data analysis essentially has to do with summarising the
information generated in the research verbally. The adoption of the foregoing analytical method

because the study principally relied on the primary data.
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Chapter Four

Results and Discussion of Findings

This chapter's objective is to provide and evaluate the information gathered from respondents
regarding the NGOs' intervention initiatives designed to prevent early marriage in Nigeria's
Borno State. The goals of the study, which were outlined in this thesis's first ¢ , were also
covered in this chapter. The main conclusions gathered from the questionn@ej d interviews
about the NGO intervention programmes for preventing early marriaorno State are also
highlighted and analysed in this chapter. This chapter was also @ as follows: an overview

of the data collection, a quick remark on its presentation@ alysis, and a summary of the

chapter. 6§\
\Q’b

[ )
Descriptive statistics were utilised \he study to produce insightful results on the
p & y p g

4.1 Demographic Data Analysis

respondents' demographic ch@%‘stics. The primary factors under analysis are the

respondents' gender, posh@%hin the company, and level of education.

)

Table 4.1 Respondents' Position/Level

Positi@ of respondents Number Percentage (%)

retrieved
Valid Top Level Managers 5 7
Middle Level 15 21.5

Managers
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Total 70 100

N

O
(,\\(/

Chart of respondents positions

Source: Author's Compilation, 2023

B top level mgrs
B middle level mgrs

[ lower level mgrs
B contract staff
M stakeholders

Fig. 4.1 Charts of Respondent’s Positions

Source: Author's Compilation, 2023
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Table 4.2 and Figure 4.2 show that 5 (7% of the respondents) are top-level managers, 15
(21.5%) are middle-level managers, 25 (35.7%) are lower-level managers, 15 (21.5%) are
selected from stakeholders in the communities where the NGOs operate, and 10 (14.3%) are

contract workers. As can be seen from above, every level and stakeholder are repreilted

R
O

Table 4.2 Respondents' Gender 6\
N\

among the responders.

Number Percentage (%)
Valid  Female 38 543
Male 32 45.7
Total 70 100.0

Source: Author’s Compilation, 2023 &

§
S
O
N
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gender of respondents

No——0

==@==gender of respondents

FEMALE MALE

Fig.4.2 Gender Distribution of Respondents

gb
Source: Author's Compilation, 2023 \be
o@

Table 4.3 and the above figure 4.3 canstrate that 32 (45.7%) of the respondents identified as
male, and 38 (54.3%) as fe .h$'his indicates that men make up the majority of responders.
This indicates that amo \brespondents, there are more women than men.
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Table 4.3 Academic Qualification of Respondents

Academic Qualification Number Percentage
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Educational Qualification of respondents
20
18
18
16 15
14
12
12
10 10

10

3 B Educational Qualification of

respondents

6 5

4

2

o
0
Y"\ Q.
& T
>°

S’
Fig. 4.3: Educational Quali@ of respondents

Source: Author's C;){ ilation, 2023

0(0%) ha@%C certificate, according to Table 4.4 and Figure 4.4. Ten (14%) have an SSCE
certificateé” 10 people, or 14%, have OND. 15 people (21%) have HND. There are 18 (26%)
people with a B.Sc. or B.A. Only 5 people (7%) have a PhD, while 12 people (17%) have a

master's degree. As a result, it is believed that the majority of responders have a good education

and can understand and react to the pertinent topics.
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4.2 Presentation of Data

Only 70 of the 80 completed questionnaires that were analysed and presented in tables during the
data collection process yielded favourable results and improved understanding of the issue. The

questions were straightforward and well-structured. The tables and statistics below show the 70

completed questionnaires that were successfully returned.

The issues that were previously posed in the first chapter in relation to the g

now summarised and examined using the appropriate data analysis meth

S\

Table 4.4 Questionnaire Analysis %
Q)
Names of oil and gas Firms Distributed Retrieved Copies
copies copies not
returned

1 National Agency for Prohibition of 20 17 3
Traffic in Persons (NAPTIP)

2 National Human Rights 20 18 2
Commission (NHRC)

3 Save the Children 20 17 3

4 GBYV Sub Sector Working Group 20 17 2
Total 80 70 10

Source: Research’s Survey (2023)

Fig.4.4 Frequency of Questionnaires Retrieved
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QUESTIONNAIRE DISTRIBUTION
AND RETRIEVAL

E NO OF QUESTIONABLE RETRIEVED

18.2

18
17.8
17.6
174
172

17
16.8
16.6
16.4

NAPTIP NHRC SAVE THE CHILDREN
Table 4.1 and Figure 4.1's analysis showed that of ’@ 00%) copies of the questionnaire that
were given to the four NGOs that were chose&@%%) were completed and returned, and the
remaining 10(10%) were not. In order @stand why 90% of the copies were recovered, the

researcher examined the 70 copie& he seventy copies that were distributed, seventeen came
[ ]

from GBVSSWG and N@d eighteen from the NHRC and Save the Children.

4.2 Presentat'on&}esearch Questions

Followin% @ysis of the research questions, response rates on a 4-point Likert scale, ranging

from ley agree to strongly disagree, were collated and shown in the tables below:
Research Question One: What is the nature of programmes being implemented by the

NGOs to address early marriage?

Table 4.5: The nature of programmes being implemented by the NGOs to address early

marriage?
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S/N  Questionnaire items SA A D SD

Holistic national action plans among the most 30(43%) 17(24%) 14(20%) 9(13%)

populous programmes used by NGOs to attract the

attention of stakeholders towards the welfare of the

girl child

School initiatives has been effective as a tool used i’ 5(64%) 9(13%)  10(14%) 6(9%)
NGOs to reduce the number of out of school gi

Media interventions program linction well in the 30(43%) 17(24%) 14(20%) 9(13%)

fight against sexual, é@onal and psychological,

physical and socio%bomic violence against women

Source: Author@ﬁtion, 2023
\?:b
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Fig. 4.5: Frequency Chart of the nature of programné;s_ being implemented by the NGOs to

address early marriage in Borno State fb

Source: Author’s Compilation, 2023 ,&

According to the first item on tl&% tionnaire, 50 (71%) of the respondents agreed that many

NGOs successfully emp%@ltisectoral programme strategy to fight against early marriage,
ed.

whereas 20 (29%) digg

Regarding ite% 723 (33%) disagreed with 47 (67%) who acknowledged that one of the most
popular il@/es utilised by NGOs to draw stakeholders' attention to the welfare of girl children

is holistic'national action plans.

Regarding the third inquiry, 48 (69%) of the respondents agreed that one of the programmes that
NGOs employ to effectively promote girls' rights is promoting gender equality, while 22 (31%)

disagreed.
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In response to the fourth question on the questionnaire, 54 (77%) respondents said that school
programmes had been successful in helping NGOs address the problems faced by out-of-school

girls, while 16 (23%) disagreed.

Regarding the fifth question on the questionnaire, 50 respondents (or 71%) agreed that NGOs

primarily utilise community interventions to alter negative attitudes towards femwhildren,

while 20 respondents (or 29%) disagreed. OQ

Regarding item six, 23 (33%) disagreed with 47 (67%) who acl@leaged that media

interventions programmes are effective in combating physical, gical, emotional, and

QQ

The Likert ranking is used for the criterion mean, as ing's@d in the table below:

sexual abuse against women.

Table 4.6: Mean score determination for the nature of programmes being implemented by
odtate

the NGOs to address early marriage 33&}5

A\

Items rating(X) Frequency (f) ® Sum of frequency ) Mean
N
4 202 808 4.0
3 92 .\ 7 368 4.0
A’.\
2 79 158 2.0
1 Y49 49 1.0
Q0
Sum 442 1383
Mean 3.13 3.13

Source: researcher’s computation

Mean score = FX/F)
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Thus 1383/442 =3.13

In addition, the mean score indicates that the multisectoral programme approach, comprehensive

national action plans, gender equality promotion, school initiatives, community interventions,

and media interventions programmes all work effectively to prevent early marriage. This is

supported by the criterion mean value of 3.13, which is above the 2.5 criterion mean cut off mark.

4.2.2 Research Question Two: What is the perception of residents on early marriage and

gender-based violence in Borno State?

Table 4.7: The perception of residents on early marriage and gender-based violence in

Borno State?

S/N  Questionnaire items SA A D SD

7 An average Borno person sees early 35(50%) 13(19%) 17(24%) 5(7%)
marriage as just a “custom”, a “tradition” or
part of people’s “culture

8 Early marriage is seén ‘as‘a thing of pride to 45(64%) 9(13%) 10(14%) 6(9%)
many Borno,indigenes

9 Most Borno parents see it as a normal thing 30(43%) 17(24%) 14(20%) 9(13%)
when their children particularly their
daughters gets married early

10 Many parents assume that they can be 45(64%) 9(13%) 12(18%) 8(11%)

privileged to see their grandchildren and

take care of them as they are still yet

116



younger when their daughters marry early

Source: Authors computation (2022)

Fig. 4.5: Frequency chart of the perception of residents on early marriage and gender

based violence happens in Borno State
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Source: Author’s Compi%t@2023
Regarding the sever@fstionnaire item, 48 (69%) of the respondents agreed, while 22 (31%)

disagreed, tha&e ical Borno person views early marriage as merely a "custom," "tradition,"

or asp@ple's culture.

Regarding the eighth questionnaire item, 54 (77%) of the respondents agreed that many Borno

indigenous people view early marriage as a source of pride, while 16 (23%) disagreed.

Regarding item nine, 23 (33%) disagreed with the admission made by 47 (67%) that the majority

of Borno parents consider it natural for their children, especially their daughters, to marry young.
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Regarding item 10 of the questionnaire, 48 (69%) of the respondents agreed, while 22 (31%)
disagreed, that many parents believe they can see and care for their grandchildren while they are

still young.

Table 4.8: Mean score distribution for the perception of residents on early marriage and

gender-based violence happens in Borno State. \
Items Rating Frequency (f) Sum of Frequency Mean QJC?‘
&

4 142 568 4?0

3 48 144 Q\_)&o

2 53 106 2.0

1 28 28 A\(\’b 1.0

Sum 271 846

Mean 36%'\\'\ 3.12

P

\)
Mean score = fx/f) Q
Thus 846/271 =@

Regardin% @an score, the criterion mean value of 3.12, which is higher than the 2.5 criterion
mean cutvOff mark, indicates that the average Borno person views early marriage as simply a

"culture." Early marriage is also viewed as a source of

"custom," "tradition," or part of people's
pride for many Borno indigenous people; most Borno parents view it as normal for their children,

especially their daughters, to marry young, and many parents believe that this gives them the

opportunity to see and care for their grandchildren while they are still quite young.
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Research Question Three: What is the influence of the NGOs programmes on the fight

against early marriage?

Table 4.9: The influence of the NGOs programmes on the fight against early marriage

S/N  Questionnaire items

SA A

b1

SD

12

14

There is reduction in the fears that sex educati%

N
will encourage early sexual relations&
pregnancy. @

Ther een an increase in number of individuals
\ab¢ f\lGOs who are willing to give school

scholarship for girls.

30(43%)

13(19%)

17(24%)

17(24%)

14(20%)

5(7%)

9(13%)

Source: Authors computation (2022)
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Fig. 4.6: Frequency chart of the influence of the NGOs programmes on the fight against

early marriage
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Regarding the eleventh i@the questionnaire, out of the 54 respondents (77%) who agreed
that NGOs' efforts .hq&creased the maintenance of sexual and reproductive health by making

sure that boy ar&drls alike are taught about sex, reproduction, and the associated risks at a

young ag%bespondents (23%) disagreed.

N

Regarding the twelfth item on the questionnaire, 48 (69%) of the respondents agreed that there is
a concern that sex education will promote early sexual intercourse and pregnancy, while 22 (31%)

disagreed.
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In response to item thirteen, 47 (67%) acknowledged that there has been a rise in the campaign
that supports the idea that learning and education are essential for girls' development. This has
resulted in parents being encouraged to keep their daughters in school and making sure they

receive a basic education as a right, while 23 (33%) disagreed.

Regarding item fourteen of the questionnaire, 48 (69%) of the respondents agreed a%2 (31%)

disagreed that there is a rise in the number of people prepared to provide scho@arships for

girls. '\QJ

Table 4.10: Mean score distribution for the influence of the N grammes on the fight

QQ

against early marriage.

Items rating  Frequency (f) Sum of frequegc\)b\\ Mean

4 155 620 4.0
3 48 144 * o 3.0
* X
2 53 106 2.0
1 28 . {‘z’g 1.0
N
Sum 284 898

Mean A (v"\\,\ 3.16 3.16

Source: resear@r’s computation

Mean ?& x/x)

Thus 846/271 =3.16

Additionally, the mean score indicates that the criterion mean value of 3.16, which is higher than
the 2.5 criterion mean cut off mark, indicates that more people accept that the work of NGOs has

resulted in increased efforts to maintain sexual and reproductive health, ensuring that boys and

121



girls learn about sex, reproduction, and the risks associated with it at an early age, ensuring that
there is a decrease in the concerns that sex education will encourage early sexual relations and
pregnancy, and increasing the number of campaigns that support the idea that education and
learning are essential to girls' advancement, which has led to persuading parents to keep their

daughters in school and guaranteeing that they receive a basic education as a right; and

Research Question Four: What are the challenges faced by the NGOs in 'theiFinterventions

programme towards early marriage?

Table 4.11: The challenges faced by the NGOs in their intérventions programme towards

early marriage

S/N  Questionnaire items SA A D SD

15 Poor implementation of laws such as the non- 20(29%) 26(37%) 14(20%) 10(14%)
adoption of the Child Rights Act of 2003
(CRA) by all states in the federation is
hindering the fight against early marriage and
gender base violence.
16  Victims_are_dependent who rely on their 18(26%) 18(26%) 17(24%) 17(24%)
parent$\0t guardians for right enforcement
precess hinders the ability of victim to pursue
their case
17  The under-reporting of early marriage acts 24(34%) 20(29%) 13(19%) 13(19%)

has encouraged certain cultural beliefs and
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practices that infringe on the rights of the girl
child and consequently encourage abuse
18  Poor awareness by majority of the people is a 23(33%) 20(29%) 17(24%) 10(14%)

major challenge faced by NGOs

Source: Authors computation (2023) *

Fig. 4.7: Frequency chart of the challenges faced by the NGOs in @tewentions

programme towards early marriage. é
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Sourc@r’s Compilation, 2023

Regarding the fifteenth item on the questionnaire, 46 (77%) respondents agreed and 24 (23%)
disagreed that the inadequate application of laws, such as the non-adoption of the Child Rights

Act 0f 2003 (CRA) by all states in the federation, is impeding the effort to prevent early marriage.
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Regarding question sixteen of the questionnaire, 36 (51%) respondents agreed that victims'
dependence on their parents or guardians to ensure that the legal system works properly impedes

their capacity to seek legal action, while 34 (49%) respondents disagreed.

Regarding item seventeen, 26 (37%) disagreed, while 44 (63%) said that the underreporting of

early marriage acts has fostered certain cultural ideas and practices that violate the %s of girl

children and so increase abuse. 02

Regarding item eighteen of the questionnaire, forty-three (61%) of the r@n’aen‘[s agreed that a

key difficulty encountered by NGOs is low public awareness, whil %) disagreed.

QQ

Table 4.12: Mean score distribution for the influence of the NGOs programmes on the fight

S
®%

against early marriage.

Items rating (x) Frequency (f) | of‘Frequency Mean
e\
4 85 340 4.0
3 84 N 232 3.0
A
2 57 114 2.0
1 (.\asy ) 50 1.0
N\
Sum 276 756
Mean\‘/‘l 2.74 2.74

Source: Author’s Compilation, 2023

Mean score = fx/x)

Thus 7566/274 =2.74
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Additionally, the mean score indicates that the under-reporting of early marriage acts has
encouraged certain cultural beliefs and practices that infringe on the rights of the girl child and,
as a result, encourage abuse. The majority of people's lack of awareness is a major challenge
faced by NGOs. Poor implementation of laws, such as the non-adoption of the Child Rights Act
of 2003 (CRA) by all states in the federation, is hindering the fight against early marriage. The

victim's dependence on their parents or guardians for the proper enforcement Est akes it

Analysis of Interview s

Below is an analysis of the qualitative data that was pr y interviewing a few chosen

more difficult for them to pursue their case.

stakeholders. Interviews with parents (PI), community, ers (CLI), and religious leaders (RLI)
are the stakeholders. Following the procedures’b amework analysis, content analysis and
phenomenological analysis were used to ¢ \p\g‘[e the analysis. Content and phenomenological
analyses were employed to gather il{(%ﬁtion about the participants' experiences related to the
topic. The analysis's findings m@ he opinions of the majority of respondents, who attested to
Borno State's high rate% rly marriage. Examples of interviewees include Binta Bala,
{Religious Leade ’l\fkt' iew (RLI)}, Hamza Halima, {Community Leaders’ Interview (CLI)},
e

and Bulus B%

viewp in%’gealed that Early child marriage is a fashionable practice in Borno state and the

Julius Musa, {Parents’ Interview (PI)}. The synopsis of their agreed

largest part parts of Northern Nigeria. Many girls and boy-children are married off against their
determination. As such, young girls are married off with their educational pursuits being dashed.
They confirmed that it has gotten to the extent that an average Borno person sees early marriage

as just like normal thing.
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Hadiza Bitrus, a different respondent who belongs to the (Parents’ Interview (PI)) category,

shared other people's opinions and said that

Early marriage is seen as a thing of pride to an average Borno person. A lot of parents in

Borno state see early marriage as a fortunate thing to see their grandchildren and take

care of them as they are still yet younger. \

Within the area of {Community Leaders’ Interview (CLI) and Religious Interview
(RLI),} two further community leaders, Sarki Musa Gulak and Kaita Sa&s well as a religious
leader, Rev. Yusuf Joshua, all reacted similarly by declaring that: %
1t is unfortunate that many immature girls do not ha ht to be heard on the issue of
marriage. They are taught to accept as true th §m

ust be absolutely loyal to their

husbands no matter the condition with or w@a opportunity to get a right education

0
S

Consistent with this, a further re @%ent, Aisha Bamayi, who is currently a parent {Parents’

and occupation.

Interview (PI)}, stated that @s a victim of an early marriage.
The broad—fpec%m norm in the majority part of Borno communities is that it is healthier
to be ar@s a virgin as early as 14 years of age, than to be married as an educated
non at adult hood. As such most parents find self-respect in the marriage of their
%ghters who have not known man than their educated daughter who they perceive is

spoilt/corrupt women.
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Mallam Magaji Sule, another religious leader {Religious Leaders’ Interview (RLI)}, believed

that:

“Although, I have a different positive view about early marriage, I do not support it” the

general cultural and religious beliefs have oriented many parents into seeing early

marriage as a standard way of life for their young girls in Borno State c&o many

northern parts of Nigeria. Most of the parents still believed that the placi Qo an is in

the kitchen and her husband’s home.

Kabiru Gambari, a parent, said in a {Parents’ Interview (PI-victi

A girl who has a delayed marriage is commonly

b

N

atl:

C

ed to have been bewitched or

suffering from some spiritual manipulati n@ hunt away suitors and potential

husbands. So, most parents, in an attempt,

their wards out early in marriage’.\%\
&

Flow Chart for Interview Analysi Q

ut a stop to these assumptions, give out

Fig. 4.8: Flowchart for @‘view of the perception of Borno people on early marriage
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like normal thing.
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The perception of Borno
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- Early marriage is seen as a
thing of pride to an average
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-They see early marriage as
a fortunate thing to see their
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of them as they are still yet
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- It is unfortunate that many
immature girls do not have a
right to be heard on the issue

of marriage.

-Girls are taught to accept as
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husbands no matter the
condition
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-Although, I do not support it” the
general cultural and religious
beliefs have oriented many parents
into seeing early marriage as a
standard way of life for their young
girls in Borno State

-Most of the parents still believed
that the place of woman is in the
kitchen and her husband’s home.




The perception of Borno

-A girl who has a delayed
marriage is commonly assumed to
have been bewitched or suffering

people on early marriage PI from some spiritual manipulations
> (victim) | that hunt away suitors and
potential husbands.

As a result, most parents give out
their  wards out early in

marriage. .

Source: Author’s Compilation, 2023 Q\

4.3 Discussion of Findings é

The purpose of this discussion chapter is to provide an analys‘is of the data analysis's findings.

AV

This chapter concentrated on the four objectives and research questions related to the study's

®%

As stated in the first objective and rps@ question, which looked at the programmes that

topic in order to accomplish this.

NGOs implemented to prevent ear@ncar\iage, most of the respondents attested to the fact that
many NGOs effectively use %@ectoral programme approaches to prevent sexual, emotional,
psychological, physical, ahd/socioeconomic violence. They also acknowledged that one of the
most often used@%s by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to address issues of
sexual, emoti and psychological abuse as well as physical and socioeconomic violence is
holisti&{/&nal action plans. The respondents also concurred that NGOs may effectively reduce
sexual, emotional, and psychological, physical, and socioeconomic violence by implementing
initiatives that promote gender equality. Similarly, non-governmental organisations have found
success using educational projects as a means of reducing physical, sexual, emotional, and

psychological violence as well as socioeconomic violence. They also concur that NGOs
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primarily employ community interventions to reduce sexual, emotional, and psychological abuse

as well as physical and socioeconomic abuse.

Additionally, the majority of respondents acknowledged that media interventions programmes
are effective in combating physical, psychological, emotional, and sexual violence as well as

socioeconomic violence.

This result is further supported by the respondents' criteria mean value of 3.(:@%h is higher

than the 2.5 criterion mean cut off mark and leads to the accepta\f&o the respondents'

previously stated opinion. &

The aforementioned outcome aligns with the efforts and of intervention initiatives by
the National Agency for Prohibition of Traffic in Perso)b APTIP), the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), the GBV Sub Working p, and Save the Children. Their report
highlights their utilisation of a multisect raﬁogramme approach, holistic national action,
gender equality promotion, school init@}g, ommunity interventions, media interventions, and
other strategies to effectively. c@(ual, emotional, and psychological, physical, and socio-
economic violence. Thes@@es bring together government ministries, service providers, and

community groups m\ollaborate to address the various causes and consequences of child

marriage'. 6
o)

The 0%% 1s also consistent with a survey that revealed the media initiative to be among the
most well-known and meticulously assessed early marriage programmes in Africa’. The study
found a correlation between media exposure to the North East series and shifts in knowledge and

attitudes regarding intimate partner violence. The study used a series of radio and television
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episodes to highlight intimate partner violence, date rape, and sexual harassment, among other

social problems.

Moreover, the findings of this study are consistent with those of a previous research project on
the use of intervention programmes to prevent violence against women. These programmes
include advocating for gender equality as a crucial component of violence preventioh, utilising
school-based programmes to address gender norms and attitudes before the %me deeply

ingrained in children and youth, and implementing community interven}bqg&bdt can empower

women and engage with men?. &

Also, the outcome for this goal and study question revealed @ ly marriage is simply seen by
the typical Borno person as a "custom," a "tradition," «1 omponent of their "culture." The
responders also attested to the fact that many Bom@%es take great satisfaction in their early
marriages. In a similar spirit, the majority@re that Borno parents generally accept early
marriages for their children, especiall heir daughters. They also confirmed that many
parents believe that when thei.r d @ers marry young, they will have the luxury of seeing and
caring for their grandchild n@n they are still very little. The majority of respondents' position
is further supportefl by the mean score, which is 3.12, over the 2.5 criteria mean cutoff point,
indicating that the,aforementioned positions of the respondents are accepted®.

In addition,fbénajority of respondents concurred that NGOs' efforts to teach boys and girls
about%yreproduction, and the hazards involved at a young age have increased efforts to
maintain sexual and reproductive health. They also confirmed that there is a decline in the
concerns that sex education may promote unplanned pregnancies and early sexual interactions.
Furthermore, the participants acknowledged that there has been a rise in campaigns supporting

the notion that education and learning are crucial for the advancement of females. These
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campaigns have succeeded in convincing parents to send their daughters to school and
guaranteeing that they obtain a basic education as a fundamental right. Respondents also
concurred that more people and non-governmental organisations are willing to provide school

scholarships for girls.

These opinions were supported by the criteria mean value of 3.16, which is high the 2.5

criterion mean cutoff line and indicates that the respondents accept the @e of NGOs'

operations in relation to the aforementioned opinion. &

The outcome of this work is consistent with a survey that was Qed through community
intervention by Save the Children. They discovered that ity initiatives have aided in
altering people's attitudes and behaviours about early iage. In an effort to end violence

against women, it has also aided in organising enti Q& ages or districts. In order to engage men
and boys, the programme also promotes en }g\@nt from the larger community. It has aided in
expanding women's employment prosé%’és, iving them more say in domestic matters and the
capacity to settle marital displ{[esQ@olstering their social networks?.
N\
N

The analysis's ﬁnd‘ir@dicated that respondents generally believed that the effort to prevent
early marriag is(@'yg hampered by the inadequate application of laws, such as the Child Rights
Act of 20 ), which is not adopted by any state in the federation. They also pointed to the
fact that Wictims' inability to prosecute their complaints is hampered by their reliance on parents
or guardians to ensure the proper enforcement process. The respondents also acknowledged that
some cultural practices and attitudes that violate the rights of girls and hence promote abuse have

been fostered by the underreporting of early marriage actions. Furthermore, the majority of
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respondents concurred that one of the main obstacles NGOs faces in their campaign against early
marriage is the general public's low level of awareness®.

The opinion of the respondents is accepted as meeting the criteria for affirmation in order to
support this result. This is done by utilising the mean score and the criterion mean value of 2.74,
which is over the 2.5 criterion mean cut off level.

According to the reviewed literature, the work's findings are consistent with s ﬁhat used
survey design to investigate the causes, effects, and mitigating factors of gitl-c marriage in
Nigerian society’. The study found that creating awareness campaign the effects of early
girl-child marriage and implementing laws correcting gender equality are some of the mitigating

variables against initiatives that promote early marriage an@l -based violence. At least two

of the factors mentioned by the respondents were reir@ in their findings.
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Chapter Five

Conclusion

5.1 Summary of Findings \
N\

The study looked into early marriage in Nigeria's Borno State. The first ch t@ divided into
introductory sections that provide the issue statement, background i xdon, goals, research
questions, significance, scope, and other important details of t@dy The second chapter
covered the literature review, which emphasised the theoretical, empirical, and
evaluational literature. The third chapter describes the 's methodology, which includes the
tests that were employed, including frequency c@basic percentages, tabular computations,
descriptive statistics, and criterion mean. }5( Five includes a summary, recommendations,
and conclusions, whereas Chapter Fmé};k%{s ith data presentation, analysis, and interpretation

N\

as well as a discussion of ﬁndh@%
N

According to the-ﬁ\&ﬁ'kgs, the NGOs' campaigns to prevent early marriage consist of a
multisectoral &1 , a comprehensive national action plan, gender equality promotion,
education@%tiatives, and media interventions. Thus far, these initiatives have shown to be
effectibﬁ Borno State's efforts to combat early marriage.

The findings of the second research question and objective revealed that the typical Borno person
views early marriage as a custom, a component of people's culture, a source of pride, and a

normal occurrence when their children, especially their daughters, tie the knot early. Parents
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believe that when their daughters marry young, they will have the opportunity to see and care for
their grandchildren while they are still young.

The results also indicated that majority of Northern Nigeria, including Borno state, practiced
early child marriage. As a result, a large number of boy and girl children are forced into marriage.
Additionally, young girls have their dreams of going to school destroyed when they are married
off. The situation has gotten so bad that the typical Borno now considers early m Qe o be the
norm. Q}G

Many young females lack a voice when it comes to marriage. Th@ taught to feel that
regardless of the opportunity for an appropriate education and_career, they must always serve
their husbands. In most Borno villages, it is customary to @ as a virgin as early as age 14,
rather than marrying as an educated non-virgin at a q%%ge. Parents consider the marriage of
their unmarried daughters to be more respectab n that of their educated daughter, whom
they consider to be spoiled. In Borno Stat >k1 many other northern parts of Nigeria, cultural
and religious beliefs have misled m@rents into believing that early marriage is the natural
way of life for their young girls Qg‘iaj ority of parents still held the view that a woman belongs

N\

in the kitchen and at ha@nd's house. It is commonly assumed that a female who has a

delayed marriage @% subjected to spiritual manipulations or bewitched, which drive away

possible husbands and suitors. Thus, most parents give their wards away early in marriage in an
effort @%hese presumptions.

The results also indicated that the NGOs' efforts have contributed to a rise in the public
awareness campaign about the drawbacks of young marriage. By educating both boys and girls
about sex education, this has increased awareness of sexual and reproductive health and

decreased concerns that it will promote early immorality and pregnancy. Additionally, the

136



respondents acknowledged that there is a growing body of work supporting the idea that learning
and education are the keys to girls' success. Respondents also concurred that more people and
non-governmental organisations are prepared to stand up for the rights of girls.

The analysis's conclusion also revealed that respondents felt that the push against early marriage
is being slowed down by bad legal implementation, such as the fact that Nigeria's states have not
yet implemented the Child Rights Act of 2003 (CRA). The outcome further %ﬂ\ed that
victims' reliance on their parents or guardians for proper enforcement is a bartier {6"their capacity
to pursue legal action. The respondents also acknowledged that the o xte of early marriage

actions has been aided by inadequate reporting of such incidep;s%nermore, the majority of

respondents concurred that one of the main obstacles NGO in their campaign against early

marriage is the general public's low level of awaren%(bQ

5.2 Conclusion fb

This study looked at the gender-based Vi0§§iﬂtewention activities run by non-governmental

.

organisations in Borno State. We th{f%hlve to the following conclusion in light of the facts.
Early marriage is quite comm\qglﬂorno state because people still view it as a custom and a
component of their cult@vell as a source of pride and a normal occurrence when their
children, especial @aughters, get married young. They also view it as a privilege to be able
to see and cargyor their grandchildren while they are still very young. Parents find more dignity
in their d@er’s marriage to a guy who has never met him than in their educated daughter,
whom they consider to be spoiled. The orientation that the females receive promotes complete
subordination to men under all circumstances. It is a widespread gossip that a girl who is beyond
time for marriage is being spiritually controlled to ward off suitors and possible spouses. Thus,

most parents give their wards away early in marriage in an effort to avoid these presumptions.
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By making sure that boys and girls alike are taught about sex, reproduction, and the associated
hazards from an early age, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) have contributed to the
preservation of sexual and reproductive health. Concerns that sex education will promote early
pregnancy and sex relationships have also diminished. Additionally, there is_4 growing
movement supporting the idea that learning and education are essential for gi@Q\/ancement,
which has resulted in convincing parents to support their daughters' at fgnaé at school and
make sure they have access to a basic education as a right. Due actlons of the NGOs'
intervention programmes, there has also been a rise in the nump %

ple and NGOs willing to

provide school scholarships for females.

(\

The study's final conclusion about the difﬁculties@ by NGOs in the battle against early
marriage was that the lack of state adoption\@e Child Rights Act of 2003 (CRA) and other
laws is making it more difficult to corh@ly marriage. The victims' inability to pursue their
complaints is hampered by th.eir ?\ce on their parents or guardians to ensure that the legal
system operates correctly. h@nderreporting of early marriage laws has fostered societal norms
and beliefs that Vio‘la’t& rights of girls and, as a result, promote abuse. Additionally, one of the

biggest obstacgiﬁ.(}s have in their campaign against early marriage is the general public's lack

of informati
3

5.3 Recommendations

It is crucial to take into account suggestions that would guarantee the continued success of

NGOs' intervention activities in the battle against early marriage in Borno State, Nigeria, in light
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of the findings of the study. The evidence derived from the work's conclusions is the basis for the

adoption of these suggestions.

i. The government, donor organisations and other stakeholders should consciously support
efforts to improve the programming that NGOs are doing to combat gender-based violence,
including sexual, emotional, and psychological abuse as well as physical and %konomic
abuse. The multisectoral programming strategy, comprehensive national action, g€nder equality
promotion, school initiatives, and media interventions programmes@t NGOs that have

demonstrated notable success from the results of this woﬁ should be the focus of this

improvement. Q
>
ii. To change the prevailing mindset about earl ’@§age, there should be a well-planned and
persistent orientation and enlightenment ¢ %gn for the people of Borno. This is especially
.

important for those who still view e&&}&amage as a tradition and a part of people's culture, as
something to be proud of, as a‘@ occurrence when their children, especially their daughters,
get married young, and ds _a'privilege to see and care for their grandchildren while they are still
very young. It wi ’@,aid in transforming the long-standing mindset that views women,
especially th ‘Q/northern Nigeria, as men's instruments for sex and as second-class.
State en@rg "women belong in the kitchen," "women belong in other rooms," "women are
meant only to bear children," and similar ones are part of this mindset.

iii. To reduce concerns that sex education will encourage early sexual relations and pregnancy, it
is important to sustain and enhance the work of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) that

have increased the maintenance of sexual and reproductive health by teaching boys and girls
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about sex, reproduction, and the risks involved at a young age. increasing the number of people
and NGOs willing to provide school scholarships for girls as a result of the activities of the
NGOs intervention programmes; increasing the campaign that supports the idea that education
and learning are the key to girls' progress, which led to convincing parents to keep their
daughters in school and ensure that they receive basic education as a right.

iv. Better legal implementation is required to prevent a scenario in which the fe Qﬁ efforts
to combat early marriage are hampered by the states' failure to ratify the €hild*Rights Act of
2003 (CRA). Parents and other carers who frequently obstruct Victim@ccessing the proper
enforcement procedures ought to undergo reorientation. Wh %wtims come forward to
speak out against the violation of their right as girls, ther uld also be a conscious effort to
protect them and their parents or guardians. In ordert§ certain cultural beliefs and practices

that violate the rights of girls and hence foster, ablfsb ere should also be improvements made to

\®)

the reporting and awareness-raising surroun %early marriage actions.
° \&
The study's recommendations will Q‘é? significant positive impact on parents, family members,

religious organisations, a \}ety at large because the results will help them understand the
g g Q&

role that women play §0 fety and the importance of education over marriage, which exposes
[ ]
women to ViOlG‘CG%

Health as w other pertinent government agencies will benefit from the recommendation as

II kinds. The Federal Ministries of Women's Affairs, Education, and

well b&& the data and information in this study will be helpful in developing action plans,
programmes, and policies. The conclusions and suggestions of this study will encourage more
research on the topic among academics, with the goal of bridging the knowledge gap in the areas

not covered in this work. The study would also be beneficial to future researchers because its
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conclusions would serve as a foundation for additional research in this area of study and a source

of secondary data.

5.4 Contribution to Knowledge Q\

Since there aren't any research specifically focusing on NGOs' interventions @/ marriage in
Borno State, this study has added to the body of knowledge by ﬁrst ing such initiatives.
By concentrating on the age gap of girls between the ages of between the years 2018
and 2022, this study revised earlier research. The 1nc@ ion of both quantitative and
qualitative data (interviews with parents, victims, or@ty leaders, and religious leaders) in

the research process adds another distinctive ¢le the study and produces a more thorough

conclusion on the topic. &

5.5 Suggestion for Further Study ’\C—J

The researcher would want to recommend that more research be done in areas such as
Hh

government intervention in Borno State's campaign against early marriage.

(3
O

\*
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Appendix Q\
Questionnaire ’\< 0
Section A %0

Lead City University Ibadan

Faculty of Management and S lences
v s

Department of Politics and International Re& eace and Conflict Studies)

’Z}gb

N\
Q)
o
i @Questlonnalre

Dear respondent

I am a student of the a &amed school and department conducting a research on the topic;
"X N

The influence of\NGOs in the control of early marriage in Borno State. This questionnaire is

meant to solt our response on the subject matter. Be rest assured that your response will not

be use}\@ any other purpose order than the one intended. Confidentiality is highly guaranteed.
Thanks

Yours Faithfully
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Mayowa GBADEBO

Researcher

Instruction

R

Kindly tick to indicate whether you strongly agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree@r Strongly

Disagreed (SD) to each of the questionnaire items below. Q
L .
NATURE OF PROGRAMMES BEING IMPLEMENT \]v)hY THE NGOs
N
S/N | Questionnaire items for nature of programmes being [ SA |A | D SD

implemented by the NGOs to address early marriage

Borno State

1 Multisectoral programme approach is used by much
NGOs to curb sexual, emotional and psychological,

physical and socio-economic violence

2 Holistic national action plans among the most populous
programmes used by NGOs to checkmate issues of
sexual, emotional and psychological, physical and socio-

economic violence

3 Promoting gender equality is one of the programmes used
by NGOs to curb sexual, emotional and psychological,

physical and socio-economic violence

4 School initiatives has been effective as a tool used by
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NGOs to curb sexual, emotional and psychological,

physical and socio-economic violence

5 Community interventions is mostly used by NGOs to curb
sexual, emotional and psychological, physical and socio-

economic violence

6 Media interventions programmes function well in the
fight against sexual, emotional and psychological,

physical and socio-economic violence

Source: Authors computation (2022) Q\ﬂ

Q
b’b

THE PERCEPTION OF BORNO S& PEOPLE ON THE ISSUE OF EARLY

MARRIAGE AND

DER BASED VIOLENCE

S/N | Questionnaire items forthe perception of Borno State | SA

people on the issue of early marriage and gender based

A

SD

violence

5 An average Borno person sees early marriage as just a
“custom”, a “tradition” or part of people’s “culture

6 Early marriage is seen as a thing of pride to many Borno
indigenes

7 Most Borno parents see it as a normal thing when their

children particularly their daughters gets married early
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8 Many parents assume that they can be privileged to see
their grandchildren and take care of them as they are still

yet younger when their daughters marry early

THE INFLUENCE OF THE NGOs PROGRAMMES ON THE FIGHT AGAINST

EARLY MARRIAGE OQ
4
D

S/N | Questionnaire items for the influence of the NGOs | SA | A SD
programmes on the fight against early marriage and

gender based violence

9 Activities of NGOs has led to increase in maintaining
sexual and reproductive health, by ensuring that both girls
and boys learn about sex, reproduction and the related

risks at an early age.

10 | Reduction in the fears that sex education will encourage

early sexual relations and pregnancy.

11 There is increase in the campaign that buttress the fact that
education and learning is the key to girls’ progress which
led to persuading parents to keep their daughters in school

and ensuring that they receive basic education as a right.

12 There has been an increase in number of individuals and

NGOs who are willing to give school scholarship for girls.
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CHALLENGES FACED BY NGOs IN THE FIGHT AGAINST EARLY@RIAGE

(

S/N | Questionnaire items for challenges faced by NGOS in | SA | A D SD
the fight against early marriage and gender based

violence

13 | Poor implementation of laws such as the non-adoption of
the Child Rights Act of 2003 (CRA) by all states in the

federation is hindering the fight against early marriage.

14 | Victims are dependent who rely on their parents or
guardians for right enforcement process hinders the

ability of victim to pursue their case

15 | The under-reporting of early marriage and gender based
violence acts has encouraged certain cultural beliefs and
practices that infringe on the rights of the girl child and

consequently encourage abuse

16 | Poor awareness by majority of the people is a major

challenge faced by NGOs

Source: Authors compilation, 2023

156




A. Personal Data
Full Name:
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Phone No:
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R

S
S

Bio-data
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2348068634451 ’b.b’b

July 29, 1998 @

Ogun State &@
Nigeria é

oye:@evaﬂ GBADEBO

C uarters Maiduguri, Borno State.

N

B. Education&&d(

ground

Educ@ stitutions Attended with Dates and Qualifications

% MSec. In Peace and Conflict Studies — Lead University, Ibadan In view
+« BSc Political Science — Adeleke University Ede, Osun State 2018
% S.S.C.E —-Immaculate College Maiduguri, Borno State 2014

C. Working Experience with Dates
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Secretary to the Director Army, Federal Ministry of Defense, Abuja 2019
% Secretary to the Director of Peace and Conflict Resolution,

Borno Amicable Peace and Conflict Center, Federal High Court
Maiduguri, Borno State 2016

D. Awards and Fellowships OQ
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E. Membership of Academic and Professional Bodies %

Nil QO

F. Publications &b
Nil
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H. Reference QQ
N

Dr Olubunmi Ak
Department ofRolitics & International Relations
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158



Date

Signa



