Assessment of Regularisation of Informal Housing in Abuja, Nigeria

Abayomi Vincent FALEGAN

S
LCU/PG/002110 ‘%.\q%
&w

Being a PhD Thesis Submitted to the Depay% of Urban & Regional Planning, Faculty
of Environmental Design & Management@ ty University, Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria

"
In Partial Fulﬁlme{t)@:%[(equirements for the Award of Doctor of Philosophy Degree

\ (PhD) in Built Environment
<O
: Q

2023



Certification

This is to certify that Abayomi Vincent FALEGAN with Matriculation Number LCU/PG/002110
carried out this research work titled “Assessment of Regularisation of Informal Housing in Abuja,
Nigeria” in the Department of Urban & Regional Planning, Faculty of Environmental Design &
Management, Lead City University, Ibadan, Oyo State, for the Award of Doctor of Philosophy
Degree (Ph.D) in Built Environment and that this has not been previously submitted.

Associate Funmilayo Adedire . \A% Date

(Supervisor) QQ

Prof. Grace-@lovkoi Date
(Hea rtment)

il



Dedication

I dedicate this effort to the glory of God and to the various scholars whose knowledge have been
of benefit to me in the course of this work.

il



Acknowledgements
I thank Lead City University, Ibadan for the opportunity afforded me to attain this level in
academics. I equally appreciate the Faculty of Environmental Design & Management and all the

faculty members for their support and the knowledge impacted.

I appreciate my supervisor, Dr. Funmilayo Adedire for her support at all times, c@'&tructive
criticisms, guidance, availability and interest in this work. Your readiness to su iS¢ this work
is a booster to my confidence and made a lot of difference. I appreciate yd@e r sister! I also
appreciate the Dean of the faculty, Professor Grace Oloukoi for h@gﬁport and readiness to
assist always. I thank you for being a listening teacher. My app@%\on also goes to Dr. Adesola
Adediran, Dr. Olamiju Kehinde, Dr. Oluwatoyin Boluk: .@. Olusegun Falola and Dr. Tosin
Ayanleke all of Lead City University, Ibadan. Tgsisten‘[ words of encouragement from
these scholars are sure sources of inspi '.m)ﬁio me. [ appreciate all the scholars whose
knowledge I have borrowed and which k@ledge proved invaluable to this work. I thank all the
individuals that assisted me witb&{a%als as well as their time during data collection. I thank

my research assistants who eﬁsxeti that data collected stand the test of time.

Finally, I appreciate Q}/lfe, Oloruntosin for her understanding and support. She tolerates my
long stay aw Qom home during the fieldwork. I equally appreciate my daughter,

Oluwa @la (my computer assistant) for her contributions in all respects. I love you both.

Even though the above-mentioned institutions and persons have assisted in the process of this

research work, I alone stand responsible for the errors, if any, found in the work.

v



Abstract

The study accesses the regularisation strategies of informal housing and examine the
effectiveness of the methods taken to regularise the phenomenon in Abuja, Nigeria. The study
aims at assessing the level of regularisation of informal housing in Abuja and identifies potential
approaches for future efforts. The research design adopted is a combination of multiple case
studies and exploratory cross sectional (survey) approaches. The research adopted a combination
of quantitative and qualitative data collection methods. A total of 340 questionnaires were
administered on respondents achieving a return rate of 86.8%. Purposive and random sampling
techniques were adopted in selecting the representatives of the units of investigation. Data were
analysed using SPSS 20 for windows and results presented using explanatory tables ures.
Findings revealed that the current approach of regularising informal settlemerﬁ@ Abuja is
mainly focused on the legal recognition of land ownership and non-adherenc evelopment
control measures. This method assumed that legal recognition is the on %to regularise
informal settlements. However, this approach is inadequate due to the lex institutional,
socio-economic and environmental circumstances related to informal settlements. Findings also
revealed that the current regularisation strategies are not effective 1 ‘%t further proliferation
of informal settlements. The study proposes that a more h approach is required to
effectively regularlse informal settlements in the study area. F& the study suggests relevant
strategies to improve the regularisation of informal settle in the city. It equally calls for
collaboration between government and comm akeholders to ensure effective
implementation. The study offers a useful base for% research on the subject, and provide
literature solutions for those seeking to address t lenges of informal housing not only in
the city but elsewhere in Nigeria.

Keywords: Population, Urbanisation, Inﬁ'oer){ousmg, Informal Settlement, Regularisation.
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