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University Anthem
Lead City University
The cradle of great leaders
Where hopes and dreams are given life
And drive for great attainment
With motivation and inspiration
We're dedicated, educated
Extending peace, and joy
From different cultures, beautiful picture
Lead City University

We are the leaders
The light of our great nation
Diversified yet one great vision
With knowledge for self-reliance
And wisdom to serve our fatherland
We're dedicated, educated
Extending peace and love
Our voices together, beautiful harmony
Lead City University X3
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Prograamme of Event
I . Academic Procession Enters the venue

2. National Anthem

3. University Anthem

4. Setting the Atmosphere

5. Chairman's Opening Remarks

6. (a) Profile of the Lecturer
(b) Lecture

7. Presentation of Plaque

8. Anthems
LCU
National

9. Academic Procession Leaves the venue

I 0. Cocktail & Departure.
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Deploying the Potentials of Broadcasting for Mass Education:

Challenges and Prospects.

Emeritus Professor Johnson B. Aladekomo
(pioneer formerVice-Chancellor, Lead City University, Ibadan.)
The Registrar
Other Principal Officers here present
Deans of Faculties
Directors of Departments and Units
Distinguished Professors and Scholars
Staff and Students of Lead City University, Ibadan
Gentlemen of the Press
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

Today is a great day in my life, a day the Lord has ordained and I am rejoicing in
it. feel highly honoured and delighted to anchor the inaugural lecture series

instituted by this great citadel of learning as part of its contribution to intellectual
discuss aimed at providing solutions to knotty national and international issues.

The field of communication encompasses so many areas of study. It started
from the three traditional aspects of Print Journalism, Broadcast Journalism and
Public Relations and Advertising. Later, Applied Communication was added and now
it includes Human Communication, Communication Arts and all types of
communication.

Broadcasting is a highly technical branch of mass communication that many
mass communication scholars are not comfortable with, except those who have
gone through broadcast studios in radio and television stations.

Broadcasting as with other aspects of the mass media has majorly, the
information, entertainment and education functions. Information is a subset of
education (internalised information) and the concept of edutainment is
entertainment garnished with educational messages.
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With academic backgrounds in the field of education, mass communication

and Broadcasting and education and with 20 years professional experience in
Broadcasting, Public Relations and Advertising, a common educational theme has
pervaded my research horizon. This is what has given birth to the topic of today's
inaugural lecture titled: Deploying the Potentials of Broadcasting for Mass Education:
Challenges and Prospects.

Introduction
Broadcasting has to do with the transmission of information through radio

waves from a radio or television station to the audience in far and near places,
through their receivers which help in decoding such information.

It ensures that the information being sent across is not only of public interest,
but of public good. Government policies on broadcasting as interpreted by broadcast
operatives are the sole determinants of what constitute Broadcast Journalism
Programming (Onabajo, 2000a).

The challenge of governance presupposes the fact that information must
flow from the rulers to the governed. Early mass communicators in 1936 had
conceptualized communication as having the hypodermic needle effect. This in
essence means that the 'poor' citizen has no choice but swallow hook, line and sinker
any public information from the broadcast media. However, Schramm ( 1969)
contends that there are intervening variables between the sender and the receiver of
a message.

The paraphernalia offered by the broadcast media has been a major
attraction to politicians who have capitalised on this phenomenon, to disseminate
their manifestoes to their teeming supporters.

Broadcast Journalism aims at providing information, which is meant to
educate the recipients and in the process demonstrate attributes, which are in
consonance with the broad objective of governance.

Broadcasting has the power to work within a political system or against it . It
can also oil and ease the economic wheels of a country, or bring it to a grinding halt.
Public broadcasting involves the use of the broadcast journalist in collecting and
disseminating information concerning events within and outside a particular society.
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It also helps in gathering and supplying information that will aid the community to
operate on day to day basis. These include supplying information or advice on stock
market quotations, market prices of commodities or on any other issue that will
make for a more rewarding life for members of the community. The media do report
and interpret information about the society unit, highlighting its successes and
failures, as well as its norms and values. The media can also provide cultural guidelines
that help to teach the citizens how to live, how to behave and what are expected of
them through various programmes that are put before the public. Transmission of
culture is centered on communicating information, values and social norms, from one
generation to another.

Questions have often been asked whether broadcasting facilities should be
owned and operated directly by the state, as a department of government or not.
Broadcasting always takes to the form and coloration of the social and political
structures within which it operates.

Under the Authoritarian Press, radio and television are made to inform the
people of what they should know and the policies the rulers want them to support.
Although ownership could be public or private, governments still control the media,
through regulatory bodies that are responsible for licensing them. This system
encourages censorship and forbids the criticism of political machinery and officials in
power.
Many despotic governments of the third world still indulge in this system to a large
extent.

The Libertarian theory was adopted in the past by England, United States and
other Western countries to help discover the truth and to act as a check on
government, and anyone who had the economic means could have access to the
media.

The Social Responsibility theory of the press was developed in the United
States in the 20" century. In this system, cont rol is virtually through community
opinion, consumer action and professional ethics. It is also forbidden to invade the
individual's right and privileges, as well as vital social interests. The Broadcast media
under this system seek to service the political machinery by providing information,
discussion and debate on public affairs and safeguarding the rights of the individual by
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servicing the economic system through maintaining financial self-sufficiency in order
to be free from external self-servicing pressures.

The Communist-Totalitarian media are like the Authoritarian, except that
they are state owned and strictly controlled by government as an extension of state
machinery. This media system thrived in the defunct USSR (Onabajo et al, 2008c)

At this stage, we may be tempted to ask why all the furore about Broadcast
Journalism.

The answers are not far-fetched:
I. It helps to warn society in advance about events occurring in its domain that

may have the potential of harming it.
2. The society is able to save itself before a calamity happens through broadcast

journalists who hold up models for society to emulate through their
monitoring function.

3. Broadcast journalism helps to decipher trends, interpret and put together
unfolding events in the society. This helps our adjustment capabilities through
understanding the links among different scenarios which help predict future
occurrences.

4. It is a forum for exchange of viewpoint and this serves to reduce the level of
conflict in society.

5. Programming in broadcast journalism put into consideration the public
interest or public good, which is a cardinal and fundamental tool for society
to get together.

Broadcasting has developed in practically every country throughout the world.
The structure of each nation's broadcasting system depends on the educational level
of the populace, the wealth of the nation, its form of governance, and the availability
of radio and television frequencies. Other factors are customs and traditions of the
country and the cultural and linguistic difference within its borders.

In many third world countries, television and radio receivers are beyond the
financial reach of most people. Some European countries use cable broadcasting and
radio relay exchanges to make radio reception available to people who cannot afford
to buy their own receivers.
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Radio and Television broadcasting have reached many different levels of
development and show numerous variations in organizational structure and
programme content. In some countries, radio broadcasting relatively has just started
and hardly reaches the outlying rural areas, while in others, not only radio, but also
television is firmly established.

In programming, the primary purpose of broadcasting stations everywhere
seems to be that of attracting the largest possible audience through the dissemination
of information and entertainment.

Such programmes contribute to broadening the horizon of the audience,
acquainting it with national and international events and familiarizing it with cultural
life and technological progress.

In some countries, broadcast channels are focused on education and many of
the educational programmes are disseminated over networks serving the public at
large. Also programmes on agricultural information are disseminated to rural
audiences.

Broadcast Journalism may be used in achieving a number of objectives. It may
be exclusive tool of government or the party in power, serving primarily political and
propaganda purposes. It may serve exclusively as an agency for information and
education with power for centralization, or it may entirely be local in scope and
organization. It could act as a channel of transmitting programmes produced in other
countries, or it may have a purely national or regional character.

Broadcasting takes place in the public mainly, and has a profound impact upon
individuals and society as a whole. No public activity of this kind can escape public
concern, for the essence of a stable society is the proper adjustment of its forces,
such that none will encroach exclusively upon the public and private interests of the
citizens.

Plato, one of the greatest philosopher of all ages, defined education as a process
through which we foster in the individual, desirable and relevant changes in
behaviour and attitude. Jarvis (1986) says education is planned series of incidents
having humanistic basis, directed towards the participants learning and
understanding.

Education is learning and learning can be achieved through formal, non-formal
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and informal education. One of the goals of broadcasting is to educate its audience
and programming on radio and television should be geared towards achieving this
purpose.

The concept of educational broadcasting is as old as the emergence of the
broadcast industry and the objective of broadcasting is to improve the lots of society,
through the dissemination of developmental information that will bring about the
desired attitudinal changes in the lives of the broadcast audience (Onabajo, 2000d).

The use to which broadcasting is put depends to a large extent on each nation's
broadcast policy, its operators and programming.

The philosophy of programming of any broadcast station should be directly
relevant to the needs of the broadcast audience, which is also directly proportional to
the rate of development of such societies.

Broadcasting has been used to educate in a formal way when formal school
subjects are taught through radio and television with the sole intention of covering
certain prescribed syllabus for examination purposes.

Informal education is incidental learning and this can take place through
constant exposure to broadcast developmental programmes on health, agriculture
and civic education.

Non-formal education is as old as man and it is equally important as formal
education, because it transforms, moulds and modifies learners' physical and
psychological development (Oladapo 1999).

Ehiametalor ( 1991) quoted in Oladapo ( 1999), sees non-formal education as
covering all out of school educational system. They include agricultural extension and
cooperative education, political, community as well as environmental education
through the broadcast media to a selected audience.

The exponential growth of information and communication technologies in the
second half of the twentieth century has given educators new opportunities to
reconsider the way in which education can be delivered at the doorstep of the
learner. As a result, these opportunities have given a new impetus to the discipline of
educational communications (Romisziwski, 1981).

On a continuum of educational technologies, educational broadcasting through
radio and television is a natural precedent to today's information and communication
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technologies. Despite the worldwide enchantment with the Internet and Web-based
learning, radio and television media still retain the comparative advantage of being
able to serve dispersed, isolated and disadvantaged communities aspiring to
overcome the barriers of illiteracy and physical distance in many countries.

According to Ngu (2012), the number of broadcasting stations in the country
has at the last count risen to 394 from less than 30 at the end of 1991, including
terrestrial and cable televisions. At present Nigeria has about 137 radio stations,
made up of 44 federal government owned, 41 state government owned, 25 private
owned and 27 campus radio stations.

The Nature of Radio and Television
Radio broadcasting is one of several means of getting a message to a large

number of people at the same time, because it transcends the boundary of space and
time, and also leaps across illiteracy barriers.

In terms of general availability, radio is the leading mass communication
medium. In today's world, especially in the developing world of parts of Asia and
Africa, there are more radio sets than television sets, newspapers and cinema seats.
Radio stations are comparatively inexpensive to run, after initial capital outlay of
transmitters and receivers. It has immediacy in a higher degree than other media of
communication. Radio can talk back to its listeners by telephone where the technical
facilities exist, thus putting members of an audience in touch with one another. Radio
is flexible, because a scheduled programme can be dropped at short notice and
replaced with something more topical or more urgent.

Within limits, radio can persuade and effectively influence large audience,
thereby contributing substantially to the building of a national consensus. It is a
powerful instrument in the area of public enlightenment on health issues, family
planning, cultural re-awakening, business improvement and other social
development issues. All these are brought about for the following reasons:
I . Radio signals can reach almost all corners of the world with instant message.
2. The message can be understood easily.
3. Radio appeals to the ear and other human faculties, particularly the

imagination.



4. Radio programmes can be very stimulating to human emotions, depending on
the way they are presented.

5. Radio is very profitable for group listening, because of the discussion which
naturally follows.

Radio can reach the farthest areas of a country with educational programmes
that stimulate the normal process of learning. More schools and more people can be
reached with radio broadcast through careful planning and imaginative
programming.

According to Aspinall ( 1971 ), experimental radio clubs (the rural forums) in
India and Ghana have produced ample evidence that radio can be used to promote
and support the causes of nation building in developing countries.

Effective programming should take into account the traditional techniques
of communication in the developing world and apply them to modern radio.

Although radio is dependent only on sound, it follows therefore that the
listeners must be able to hear distinctly and accurately for it to benefit them. The
language used should be simple and clearly understood. The quality of sound in the
studio and at the receiver must be of the highest, so that listeners will not lose
interest in the message being sent across. Producers of radio programmes should
ensure high quality programming, bearing in mind the idiosyncrasies of their
audiences.

Radio is a vehicle for projecting personality through which it attracts and
holds an audience. Voice, mannerisms, identification with the listener, the things he
says and ,the ways he says them, are some of the factors that go into making a radio
personality. Good personalities heard throughout the day, in every phase of
programme activity, give a station a personality of its own and help win and hold
audiences for the more serious business of broadcasting. ·

Situations have arisen in the developing world, in which radio is playing an. . .
active role in speeding the process bf change and making it understandable and
accept able, because it has embarked upon extensive education schemes and
projects for rural improvement and national integration and development .

"Television is an electronic device that brings to us informational,


